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Whipless  rebels  to  decide  outcome 

Major  takes 
gamble  on 
Europe  vote 

By  Philip  Webster,  political  editor 


JOHN  MAJOR  has  decided  to 
put  his  authority  on  the  line  in 
a  knife-edge  vote  on  Europe 
next  week  in  which  the  Gov¬ 
ernment's  fate  will  almost 
certainly  be  decided  by  its  nine 
whipless  rebels. 

In  a  move  that  surprised  his 
supporters  and  opponents  the 
Prime  Minister  opted  yester- 
day  to  spearhead  the  Govern¬ 
ment's  defence  against  a 
Labour  motion  attacking  its 
policy  on  the  European  Union. 

He  faces  a  perilously  close 
vote  because  the  Ulster  Union¬ 
ists.  who  have  saved  the 
Government  in  crucial  divi¬ 
sions  in  the  recent  past,  seem 
poised  to  withdraw  their  back¬ 
ing  and  exact  a  heavy  penalty 
for  what  they  see  as  the  sell¬ 
out  of  the  Anglo-Irish  frame¬ 
work  document 

But  it  appeared  last  night 
that  Mr  Major  had  embarked 
on  a  high-risk  strategy  that  if 
successful,  could  result  in 
some  of  the  rebels  who  lost  the 
whip  last  November  returning 
to  the  1 bid  and  restoring  the 
Government’s  overall  Com¬ 
mons  majority.  His  highly 
unusual  decision  to  speak  on 
an  Opposition  motion  was  not 
taken  by  the  Cabinet  but  by 
Mr  Major,  in  consultation 

Middle 

revolt 

Bv  Peter  Riddell 

THE  middle  classes  have  be¬ 
come  increasingly  gloomy 
about  the  economic  outlook 
and  are  deserting  the  Tories 
on  a  record  scale.  The  latest 
MORI  poll  for  The  Times 
highlights  the  Tories'  prob¬ 
lems  among  its  traditional 
core  supporters,  as  Tony  Blair  i 
claimed  last  night  that  it  is 
now  Labour  that  speaks  for 
Middle  Income  Britain. 

Particularly  worrying  for 
the  Government  is  the  sharp 
decline  in  MORI’S  economic 
optimism  index,  now  down  to 
its  lowest  level  since  the  au¬ 
tumn  of  1992  after  staling  was 
forced  out  of  the  European 
Exchange  Rate  Mechanism.  * 
TTiis  is  despite  the  evidence  of  d 
economic  growth  and  falling  a 
unemployment  and  reflects  6 
the  recent  further  increase  in  s 
interest  rates,  the  patchiness  of  t 
the  housing  market  and  wor-  ° 
ries  about  redundancies.  5 

By  far  the  biggest  drop  in  * 
economic  optimism,  and  in  J1 
support  for  the  Tories,  has  J 
occurred  in  the  professional  1 
middle  classes,  previously 
their  most  loyal  supporters,  i 
Labour  now  leads  the  Tories  , 
by  50  per  cent  to  30  among  the  ] 
middle  classes.  I 


„  THE  ^PARTIES" 

Government  forces 
Conservative  MPs . 320 

Opposition  forces 

Labour . 270 

Liberal  Democrats . 23 

Ulster  Unionists . 9 

Democratic  Unionists . 3 

Others . 12 

Total . 317 

Undecided 

Whipless  Conservatives... .9 


with  senior  colleagues,  it 
emerged  that  he  had  derided 
to  speak  in  order  to  give  an 
“authoritative”  statement  of 
the  Government’s  policy  on 
Europe,  which  has  become 
more  Euro-soeptieal  since  the 
turn  of  the  year. 

Informed  sources  said  that 
he  intended  to  use  the  occasion 
of  a  full-scale  parliamentary 
debate  to  reinforce  the  stance 
he  set  out  in  his  speech  to  the 
right-wing  Conservative  Way 
Forward  group  earlier  this 
month. 

Much  of  what  the  Prime 
Minister  said  in  that  speech 
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Mr  Blair  highlighted  this  evi¬ 
dence  of  middle  class  anxiety 
and  disillusion  with  the  Tories 
to  argue  that  Labour  is  on  the 
side  of  homeowners,  small 
businesses,  those  out  of  work 
or  insecure  in  their  jobs. 
Speaking  in  Bournemouth,  he 
said  Labour  was  now  winning 
voters  in  the  South.  “It  is 
labour  that  speaks  to  Middle 
Income  Britain”. 

■  Disillusioned  Tory  voters 
were,  he  said,  “turning 
straight  to  Labour  with  no 
thought  for  a  protest  vote 
because  we  are  once  again 
speaking  up  for  the  majority". 

The  latest  MORI  poll  shows! 
that  lahnur  has  consolidated ! 
its  lead  over  the  Tories.  The 
gap  narrowed  last  month  after 
the  rows  over  public  owner¬ 
ship  and  education. 

Details,  analysis,  page  10 
Politics,  page  II 
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was  welcomed  by  the  sceptics, 
and  he  is  dearly  hoping  that 
by  reiterating  many  of  its 
sentiments  he  will  clear  up  the 
confusion  that  has  clouded  the 
Government's  European  poli¬ 
cy  since  then  and  may  also 
appeal  to  the  rebels. 

But  senior  ministers  admit¬ 
ted  last  night  that  his  derision 
to  speak  also  underlined  the 
seriousness  of  next  Wednes¬ 
day's  debate.  It  will  be  one  of 
the  most  critical  votes  Mr 
Major  has  faced;  if  he  loses  he 
will  have  to  return  to  the 
Commons  the  following  day  to 
face  a  confidence  motion.  De¬ 
feat  on  that  would  mean  a 
general  election. 

Labour  tabled  a  motion 
stating  that  the  Commons  did 
not  support  the  Government's 
policy  on  the  EU  “and  does  not 
believe  it  promotes  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  the  British  people". 

It  was  drawn  in  such  simple 
terms  in  order  to  attract  1 
maximum  support  from 
Opposition  parties  and  the 
whipless  Tories.  The  Liberal 
Democrats  immediately  made 
plain  that  they  would  support 
it  The  nine  Ulster  Unionists, 
meeting  at  the  Commons  to 
discuss  their  tactics  on  the 
framework  document  de¬ 
ferred  their  decision  until  the 
debate  is  under  way  next 
week.  They  are  not  expected  to 
support  the  Government 
With  the  Unionist  vote  no 
longer  reliable.  Mr  Major 
desperately  needs  his  nine 
whipless  rebels,  cast  out  from 
the  parliamentary  party  after 
the  vote  on  increasing  contri¬ 
butions  to  the  EU  Budget  to 
come  back  soon. 

They  are  expected  to  make 
their  derision  next  Tuesday, 
but  it  is  thought  that  at  least 
some  of  them  would  take  the 
chance  to  regain  the  whip  if  it 
was  available.  There  were 
signs,  however,  that  the 
hardliners  might  make  de¬ 
mands  that  Mr  Major  would 
be  unable  to  meet. 

Tony  Marlow,  one  of  the 
nine,  said  that  “instinctively  I 
would  tend  to  vote  with  the 
Opposition  motion  because  I 
am  opposed  to  government 
policy  on  Europe”. 

The  arithmetic  is  daunting 
for  Mr  Major.  The  death  of  Sir 
Nicholas  Fairbaim  last  week¬ 
end  reduced  his  Commons 
majority  to  12.  even  if  the 
rebels  are  counted  as  being  on 
board.  At  least  two  Tory  MPS 
are  too  ill  to  come  to  the 
Commons,  reducing  that  fig¬ 
ure  to  ten.  If  the  rebels  are 
counted  on  the  Opposition 
side  the  Government  is  in  a 
minority  of  six. 

The  Prime  Minister’s  deri¬ 
sion  caused  a  stir  at  Westmin¬ 
ster  last  night.  Robin  Cook, 
the  Shadow  Foreign  Secre¬ 
tary.  had  been  expected  to 
open  the  debate  for  Labour, 
but  it  was  swiftly  announced 
that  Tony  Blair,  the  Labour 
leader,  would  do  so  instead. 

One  senior  Cabinet  minister 
admitted  that  it  was  unusual 
for  the  Prime  Minister  to  open 
the  debate  but  insisted  that  he 
had  “every  confidence"  he 
would  win. 

Letters,  page  19 


An  egg-splattered  French  riot  policeman  faces  strikers  in  Calais  yesterday.  Stones  and  bodies  were  also  hurled. 

French  strikers  blockade  ferry  ports 


From  Jonathon  Pkynn 

TRANSPORT  CORRESPONDENT 

ny  Calais 

STRIKING  French  seamen 
yesterday  wrecked  the  travel 
plans  of  thousands  of  British 
holidaymakers  with  a  block¬ 
ade  of  Calais  which  forced 
Dover  ferries  to  divert  to 
Zeebrugge  in  Belgium. 

As  dashes  between  strikers 
and  riot  police  grew,  a  British 
ferry  had  to  turn  back  from 
Calais  last  night  when  crew 
members  were  pelted  with 
firecrackers.  Another  ferry 
was  stormed  and  occupied  fry 
French  seamen  and  France’s 
busiest  ferry  port  was  effect- 

Boy  escapes 
hanging 
in  Pakistan 

From  Christopher  Thomas 

IN  LAHORE 

SALAMAT  MAS1H,  14.  a 
Pakistani  Christian,  was  freed 
from  death  row  last  night  after 
Lahore  High  Court  over¬ 
turned  a  blasphemy  convic¬ 
tion  for  which  he  was  to  have 
been  hanged. 

The  derision  represents  a 
humiliation  for  Islamic  funda¬ 
mentalists.  who  had  sought  to 
exploit '  Pakistan’s  vaguely- 
worded  blasphemy  laws. 

The  court  ruled  that  there 
was  no  evidence  that  the  boy 
and  his  co-accused  scrawled 
blasphemous  remarks  on  the 
wall  of  a  mosque  and  threw  I 
paper  bearing  .  sacrilegious 
words  into  the  building. 

But  Sal  am  at  will  never  be 
safe  in  his  own  country,  and 
human  rights  organisations 
are  hying  to  arrange  a  home 
for  him  abroad.  Islamic  ex¬ 
tremists  say  he  should  be 
killed  regardless  of  the  court 
derision,  and  there  are  fears  of 
a  violent  backlash  against  the 
country's  Christians. 

Boy  freed,  page  12 


ivdy  at  a  standstill.  With 
Brittany  ports  also  dosed, 
almost  the  entire  French 
Channel  coast  was  blockaded- 

The  day  started  with  a 
violent  straggle  between  400 
strikers  and  200  French  riot 
police  at  die  harbour  front  in 
Boulogne.  Bottles,  stones  and 
eggs  were  thrown  as  police 
responded  with  teargas. 

British  holidaymakers  said 
they  had  been  terrified  by  the 
strikers’  tactics.  Teresa  Jones, 
39.  who  was  trying  to  get  out 
of  Calais  with  her  husband 
Ian.  42,  and  two  children, 
said  “They  are  putting  peo¬ 
ple’s  lives  at  risk.  Drunken 
yobs  with  fireworks  is  a 
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nightmare  combination.” 

The  48-hour  strike,  almost 
certain  to  bring  more  disorder 
today,  is  in  protest  at  the  use 
of  130  Polish  sailors  by  Merid¬ 
ian.  a  small  British  ferry 
company.  The  French  Gov¬ 
ernment  said  last  night  it  had 
appointed  a  mediator  to  nego¬ 
tiate  between  Meridian  and 
the  unions  after  talks  broke 
down  yesterday. 

A  heavy  riot  police  presence 
at  the  Calais  end  of  the 
Channel  Tunnel  kept  Le  Shut¬ 
tle  operating,  but  strikers  may 
try  to  affect  services  by  target¬ 
ing  the  terminal  today.  The 
strike  forced  the  French- 
crewed  Brittany  Ferries  to 

Fry  ‘spotted 
at  Dunkirk’ 

Stephen  Fry.  the  actor  who 
vanished  in  “emotional  tur¬ 
moil”  after  quitting  his  two- 
man  West  End  show,  is 
believed  to  be  on  the  Conti¬ 
nent  He  was  spotted  by  two 
passengers  on  a  ferry  to 
France  on  Monday  driving  on 
to  the  harbour  at  Dunkirk. 
Fiy  had  just  sent  letters  to  his 
parents,  sister,  brother  and 
agent  telling  them  that  be  was 
going  away— - Plage  3 

British  huskies 
die  in  Quebec 

A  fatal  illness  has  struck  the 
last  surviving  British  huskies 
after  they  were  taken  from 
Antarctica  to  a  town  on  the 
edge  of  Hudson  Bay.  Almost 
half  the  dogs  have  died  after 
having  been  forced  by  an 
environmental  treaty  to  leave 
their  homes - Page  7 

MPs  tell  all 

MPs  are  making  even  their 
most  trivial  interests  public 
Complimentary  golf  dub 
memberships  have  been  de¬ 
clared  ami  gifts  ranging  from 
pots  of  honey  to  free  parking 
are  listed  in  the  Register  of 
Members’  Interests...  Page  II 


halt  sailings  from  Portsmouth 
and  Plymouth.  Sally  Line 
stopped  its  Ramsgate-Dun- 
kirk  passenger  service,  and 
two  of  Siena  Sealink’s  five 
Dover-Calais  ships  were  not 
operating. 

Siena  Sealink  and  P&O 
European  Ferries’  ships  were 
turned  away  from  Calais  and 
had  to  go  to  Zeebrugge  Last 
night  Brittany  Ferries  said  it 
would  be  operating  services  to 
St  Malo  and  Roscoff  sailings 
today.  Ferry  companies  cross- 
log  the  Straits  of  Dover  said 
they  would  be  making  for 
Zeebrugge 


Sacked 
manager 
‘took 
£425,000 
in  gifts’ 

By  Our  Sports  Staff 

GEORGE  GRAHAM,  who 
was  sacked  as  manager  of 
Arsenal  on  Tuesday,  received 
£425,500  commission  for  the 
transfer  of  two  Scandinavian 
footballers  to  the  London  dub, 
it  emerged  yesterday. 

A  Premier  League  commis¬ 
sion  of  inquiry  has  decided 
that  further  action  may  be 
necessary,  and  has  referred 
the  matter  to  the  Football 
Association.  The  FA  is  expect¬ 
ed  to  announce  next  week  if 
Graham,  and  possibly  Arsen¬ 
al,  must  face  charges.  One 
result  of  any  charges  could  be 
a  worldwide  ban  for  the 
manager. 

The  inquiry  investigated  the 
transfers  to  Arsenal'  of  John 
Jensen,  from  the  Danish  dub 
Brandby.  and  Pal  Lydersen. 
from  Start  of  Norway.  Gra¬ 
ham.  50.  had  his  contract 
terminated  by  Arsenal  once 
dub  officials  had  seen  details 
of  the  commission’s  interim 
report  which  was  officially 
released  yesterday. 

Graham,  who  received  the 
payments  from  Interdub  Ltd, 
a  Guernsey-based  company  in 
which  Rune  Hauge,  the  Nor¬ 
wegian  football  agent,  has 
interests,  was  paid  £140,500  in 
December  1991  for  the 
Lydersen  deal  and  £285,000  in 
August  1992  for  the  Jensen 
transfer. 

A  barrister  for  Mr  Graham 
told  the  inquiry  that  his  client 
insisted  the  sums  "were  not 
paid  pursuant  to  any  arrange¬ 
ment  connected  with  the  trans¬ 
fers.  but  were  paid  by  the 
agent  as  a  mark  of  his 
gratitude". 

Rick  Parry,  the  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  Premier  League, 
said:  “We  have  emphasised 
that  George  [Graham]  has  not 
been  found  guilty.  There  was  a 
dear  intention  to  separate 
the  inquiry  process  from  the 
disdplinaiy  process."  Any 
punishment  has  been  left  to 
the  FA. 


Leading  article,  page  19  j  Graham  condemned,  page  44 
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James  Herriot,  the  world’s  most  famous  vet  dies 


*770 14CT04  655  8 


By  Michael  Hornsby 
AGRICULTURE  CORRESPONDENT 

JAMES  HERRIOT.  left,  died  yesterday 
aged  78  at  his  Thirsk  home,  in  North 
Yorkshire,  the  town  that  served  as  the 
model  for  the  fictional  Darnowby  in  All 
Creatures  Great  and  Small ,  the  BBC 
television  series  based  on  his  books. 

Mr  Herriot  the  world's  most  famous 
vet  whose  real  name  was  James  Alfred 
Wight  had  been  ill  with  cancer  of  the 
prostate  for  about  three  years,  but  had 
issued  instructions  that  the  nature  of  his 
ailment  should  not  be  disdosed  while  he 


was  alive.  His  daughter,  Rosie  Page,  who 
works  as  a  GP  in  Tbirek,  said  last  night 
“He  was  an  extremely  private  man  who 
did  not  like  appearing  in  public,  and  he 
told  us  that  he  could  not  have  borne  the 
letters  of  sympathy  that  would  have 
flooded  in  if  his  illness  become  widely 
known. 

“.Although  he  had  a  lot  of  problems 
and  must  have  been  in  some  pain,  he 
managed  to  keep  going  almost  to  the  end. 
He  took  to  his  bed  only  two  days  before 
his  death.” 

Robert  Hardy,  the  actor  who  played 
the  eccentric  senior  partner.  Siegfried 


Famon.  in  the  television  series,  said:  “I 
am  very  sad. 

“He  was  an  enormous  influence  on  14 
years  of  my  life.  He  was  a  remarkably 
modest  man.  as  well  as  an  honest  and 
honourable  one. 

“Although  he  made  millions  out  of  his 
books,  be  would  never  consider  any  tax- 
dodging  device,  such  as  going  to  live 
abroad.  When  we  were  making  the  series 
1  used  to  see  him  about  twice  a  year.  He 
had  much  more  control  over  what  went 
Continued  on  page  2,  col  5 

Obituary,  page  21 
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Partners  out  of  step  in  Catch-22  quango 


Sadly,  there  were  no 
hymns.  The  Methodist 
Central  Hall,  however, 
was  a  quaintly  appropriate 
venue.  Yesterday  morning 
Lord  Nolan  and  his  commit¬ 
tee  on  “standards  in  public 
life"  assembled  there  to  wind 
up  six  weeks  of  evidence¬ 
gathering.  I  went  along  to 
watch. 

Lord  Nolan  has  one  of 
those  round,  amiable,  glow¬ 
ing  faces  that  speak  of 
Wright's  Coal  Tar  soap  and  a 
vigorous  towel-dry.  With  his 
hair  parted  in  die  middle  and 
his  sympathetic  smile  he  re¬ 
minds  us  of  the  chap  on 
the  front  of  Quaker  Oats 
packets. 

He  was  flanked  yesterday 
by  about  three  and  a  half 
pages'  worth  of  Who's  Who. 


As  the  Great  Ones  discussed 
the  need  to  scoop  public  app¬ 
ointments  from  a  more  demo¬ 
cratic  pool  I  cast  my  eye 
across  their  names.  Not  a 
single  Mr!  Two  lords  (both  Rt 
Hon),  two  MPs  (both  Rt  Hon 
and  one  of  them  a  CH),  three 
more  knights,  a  dame,  a 
professor  and  a  lady  styled 
“Diana  Warwick". 

It  seems  one  of  the  commit¬ 
tee's  main  concerns  is  with 
former  ministers  who  go  on 
to  take  City  directorships. 
The  reason  for  concern  is 
simple  If  a  minister  has 
hopes  of  a  City  appointment, 
is  there  not  a  danger  that  his 
ministerial  decisions  will  be 
influenced  by  a  desire  to 
prepare  his  City  nest?  A 
minister  who  privatised  a 
public  utility  and  later  took  a 
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place  on  its  board  might  be 
criticised  on  these  grounds. 
The  -  Nolan  committee  has 
been  set  up  to  examine  such 
questions,  to  recommend  new 
guidelines  and  to  suggest 
how  these  might  be  policed. 

After  reporting  to  the 
Prime  Minister,  the  commit¬ 
tee  wiO  become,  for  three 
years,  a  standing  body,  to 
pursue  further  tasks  —  whose 
scope  will  be  shaped  by  their 
recommendations  to  the  PM. 
They  may  also  recommend 
new  machinery  to  police  the 
guidelines  they  have  pro¬ 
posed  Members  are  being 


paid — perhaps  not  much:  we 
do  not  biow.  Presumably  the 
standing  body  into  which  the 
committee  forms  itself  will  be 
paid. 

Presumably  the  wider  its 
responsibilities  and  the  more 
work  it  has  to  do.  the  more  it 
will  be  paid  Presumably  any 
new  machinery  it  recom¬ 
mends  will  be  run  by  paid 
appointees  too.  Presumably 
the  more  they  are  charged 
with  doing,  the  better  they 
will  be  paid. 

1  hate  to  mention  this,  but  it 
surely  cannot  be  envisaged 
that  any  of  the  present  mem¬ 


bers  of  the  Nolan  committee 
could  accept  paid  employ¬ 
ment  on  the  standing  com¬ 
mittee  after  they  have 
reported?  It  would  open  them 
to  the  criticism  (however  un¬ 
fair)  that  they  could  be  tempt 
ed  to  use  their  present  task  to 
feather  their  nests  in  die  next 
one. 

And  surely  it  cannot  be 
envisaged  that  any  of  this 
committee  should  ever  accept 
any  post  in  any  new  machin¬ 
ery  which  it  is  their  present 
job  to  recommend? 

I  raise  the  question  because 
to  watch  the  committee  yes¬ 
terday  was  to  sense  how,  once 
a  body  like  this  has  been  set 
up,  every  pressure  is  upon  it 
to  conclude  dial  something 
needs  to  be  done.  Otherwise, 
why  would  they  have  been  set 


up?  And  die  more  they  recom¬ 
mend  should  be  done,  the 
more  valuable  they  will  be 
judged  to  have  been.  Only 
Tom  King  yesterday  ques¬ 
tioned  the  need  for  action 
with  any  vigour. 

I  watched  the  committee 
cross-questioning  a  Labour 
MP,  Tony  Wright,  who  had 
written  a  pamphlet  Within 
seven  minutes  of  his  arrival 
he  had  proposed  die  estab¬ 
lishment  of  a  massive  new 
body:  the  Public  Service  Ap¬ 
pointments  Commission. 

This  would  be  a  quango. 
The  Nolan  committee  was 
being  asked  to  recommend  it 
One  quango  creating  another 
quango  to  supervise  more 
quangos.  Perhaps  the  dosing 
hymn  should  have  been 
Wider  Still  and  Wider : 


‘There  has  to  be  more  to  politics  than  the  Orange  and  Green  colour  scheme’ 


Businessmen  tell 
Unionists  to  focus 
on  economic  issues 

By  Nicholas  Watt.  Ireland  correspondent 


SIMON  WALKER 


LEADING  businessmen  in 
Northern  f reland  yesterday 
accusal  Unionist  politicians 
who  condemned  the  Anglo- 
Irish  framework  document  of 
losing  touch  with  opinion  in 
the  Province. 

The  businessmen  warmly 
welcomed  the  document 
which,  they  said,  would  bring 
economic  benefits.  There  has 
been  a  big  upsurge  in  econom¬ 
ic  activity  since  the  IRA  and 
loyalist  ceasefires. 

Howard  Hastings,  opera¬ 
tions  director  of  Hastings 
Hotels,  criticised  the  Ulster 
Unionists  and  the  Democratic 
Unionists  who  dismissed  the 
document  within  minutes  of 
its  publication  on  Wednesday. 
He  said:  “I  don't  hear  a 
grassroots  echo  in  what  they 
are  saying.  1  think  on  this 
occasion  the  Unionist  politi- 
rians  have  lost  touch  with 
their  constituencies  —  that  is 
the  first  in  a  generation." 

Mr  Hastings,  who  said  he 
was  a  Unionist  and  is  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Institute  of  Direc¬ 
tors  in  Northern  Ireland,  said 
the  all-Ireland  dimension  of 
the  document  would  help  bus¬ 
iness.  “There  are  areas  of 
mutual  economic  benefit.  For 
my  business  it  would  be  better 
if  a  single  tourist  board  mar¬ 


keted  Ireland  at  the  interna¬ 
tional  level." 

However,  Mr  Hastings 
added  that  his  members 
would  take  their  time  to  con¬ 
sider  the  document  Eric 
Cairns,  who  runs  an  estate 
agency  in  south  Belfast  and 
North  Down,  said  John  Major 
had  emphasised  that  it  was  a 
discussion  document  "It  is 
akin  to  a  draft  contract  It  is  up 
to  us  to  sort  out  the  real 
contract"  Mr  Caims  called  on 
Unionist  leaders  to  consider 
the  ctarnent  with  “cool  heads 
and  business  acumen". 

Mr  Caims  added  that  politi- 


been  right  to  say  the  document 
was  "all  Ireland  in  nature". 
He  said:  “it  is'  and  that  is 
unacceptable  to  loyalists.” 

His'  comments'  contrasted 
with  a  more  moderate  tone 
adopted  by  the  Ulster  Demo¬ 
cratic  Party,  which  has  links 
with  the  Ulster  Defence  Asso¬ 
ciation.  Gary  McMichaeL  die 
leader  of  the  UDP,  said  he 
would  study  the  document 
carefully  and  would  not  be 
making  any  instant  reactions. 

Archbishop  Robin  Eames. 
the  Primate  of  die  Church  of 
Ireland,  praised  the  proposals 
as  a  “genuine  effort"  to  tackle 


dans  were  out  of  touch  with  problems  within  the  Province. 


the  business  community.  He 
said:  “A  Unionist  MP  asked 
me  why  people  such  as  myself 
were  not  interested  in  politics. 
1  said  there  had  to  be  some¬ 
thing  more  to  politics  than  the 
traditional  Orange  and  Green 
colour  scheme.  They  should 
concentrate  on  the  real  issues 
such  as  creating  jobs." 

David  Ervine.  of  the  Pro¬ 
gressive  Unionist  Party,  which 
has  links  to  the  Ulster  Volun¬ 
teer  Force,  told  the  BBC  yester¬ 
day  that  his  members  would 
consider  the  document,  but 
would  reject  its  proposals.  Mr 
Ervine  added  that  Gerry  Ad¬ 
ams,  the  Sinn  Fein  leader,  had 


His  comments  were  echoed  by 
Cardinal  Cahal  Daly,  the 
Roman  Catholic  Primate  of  All 
Ireland  who  said  die  docu¬ 
ment  was  a  serious  attempt  to 
balance  the  aspirations  of 
nationalists  and  Unionists. 

The  Irish  Government  said 
yesterday  that  it  hoped  that 
after  a  period  of  reflection. 
Unionists  would  give  a  more 
measured  response  to  the  doc¬ 
ument  Government  sources 
in  Dublin  insisted  that  they 
remained  optimistic,  despite 
the  Unionists’  condemnation 
of  the  proposals. 

Commons  threat,  page  I 


Mark  Lang  hammer  says  that  hardline  Unionists  have  dug  their  own  graves 


The  morning  after,  pensions  take  priority  over  politics 


By  Alan  Hamilton 

SET  amid  an  ugly  council  estate,  its 
concrete  walls  besmirched  by  crude 
loyalist  art  the  sub-post  office  at 
Rathcoole,  south  Antrim,  was  doing 
brisk  business  yesterday.  But  the 
queue  winding  almost  to  the  door 
was  not  for  copies  of  the  framework 
document  which  the  Government 
would  like  every  citizen  of  Northern 
Ireland  to  read;  it  was  pension  day. 

The  counter  clerk  had  no  idea 
when,  or  even  if.  copies  might  arrive. 
Anyone  sufficiently  interested  to 
plough  through  its  40  dose-written 


pages  could  read  it  in  lull  in  the 
Belfast  Telegraph. 

Two  floors  above  the  post  office,  in 
a  flat  converted  to  offices  for  a 
project  for  the  longterm  unem¬ 
ployed,  who  constitute  up  to  a 
quarter  of  Rathcoole's  adult  male 
population,  the  Telegraph  version 
was  being  scanned  by  the  project 
manager,  Mark  Langhammer.  He  is 
a  considerable  rarity  in  these  parts; 
Northern  Ireland’s  only  Labour 
councillor,  representing  the  mixed 
Maced  on  ward  on  Newtown  abbey 
Borough  Council  for  two  years. 

Mr  Langhammer  welcomes  the 


document  but  is  in  no  doubt  about 
its  underlying  message.  "British 
policy  has  always  been  to  keep 
Northern  Ireland  at  arm’s  length; 
now  London  is  telling  the  Province 
that  it  is  a  visitor  in  the  house,  and  it 
would  rather  the  visitor  went  out  and 
found  a  house  of  its  own." 

Hardline  unionists  opposed  to  the 
drift  of  the  tide  have  only  themselves 
to  blame,  Mr  Langhammer  believes. 
The  document  is  a  logical  working- 
out  of  the  Unionist  rejection  of 
British  politics.  They  have,  over 
recent  years,  dug  their  own  grave." 

Catholics,  he  believes,  will  give  the 


document  closer  consideration  than 
loyalists,  and  not  only  because  there 
is  much  in  it  to  please  them.  The 
two  communities  have  entirely  dif¬ 
ferent  dynamics.  Catholics  have  a 
web  of  civil  organisations  and  points 
of  contact  at  which  the  document 
will  be  discussed.  Among  the  Protes¬ 
tants.  any  kind  of  rivfl  community  is 
largely  extinct" 

Mr  Langhammer  says  there  now 
needs  to  be  a  change  in  the  texture  of 
Dublin  politics  if  Northern  Ireland 
is  to  live  in  closer  cooperation  with 
the  South.  The  Church-State  issue 
in  the  Republic  has  still  to  be 


resolved;  we  are  back  to  first  princi¬ 
ples  as  we  were  in  1920." 

Most  shades  of  opinion  are  agreed 
that  they  have  no  wish  to  return  to 
the  rule  of  the  gun.  Jim  Rooney,  who 
has  sat  for  the  Alliance  on 
Newtownabbey  council  for  18  years, 
representing  a  mixed  Protestant- 
Catholic  ward,  welcomes  the  docu¬ 
ment.  although  not  necessarily  the 
legalistic  writing  style.  He  says:  "I 
hope  h  succeeds  because  it  will  give 
us  the  bonus  of  peace.  Give  a  tittle 
and  you  get  peace.  Give  nothing  and 
there  will  be  a  big  question  mark 
over  the  future.” 


Families 
given 
warning 
on  costs 
of  care 

By  Jeremy  Laurance 
health  services 
correspondent 

THE  Government  has  reaf¬ 
firmed  that  old  and  chronical¬ 
ly  sick  patients  are  not 
automatically  entitled  to  long- 
term  care  on  the  NHS,  Under 
new  guidelines  published  yes¬ 
terday,  many  patients  who 
have  been  cared  for  in  tong- 
stay  hospital  wards  could  now 
be  forced  into  private  nursing 
homes  for  which  they  or  their 
families  will  have  to  pay. 

The  guidelines  were  immed¬ 
iately  attacked  by  the  British 
Medical  Association  as  signal¬ 
ling  the  end  of  the  “cradle  to 
grave"  NHS.  The  rules  specify 
that  there  is  no  automatic 
right  to  long-term  care  on  the 
NHS.  Many  patients  will  be 
told  that  they  will  have  to  find 
places  in  nursing  homes. 

Ministers  want  to  set  dearer 

limits  to  NHS  care  as  increas¬ 
ing  number  of  elderly  people 
stretch  limited  funds.  Families 
may  have  to  find  the  money  to 
care  for  elderly  relatives  from 
their  own  resources  and  many 
middle  aged  children  of  elder¬ 
ly  parents  may  see  their 
expected  legacy  disappear  in 
private  nursing  borne  fees. 

The  move  follows  concern 
over  cases  in  which  chronical¬ 
ly  ill  patients  have  been  dis¬ 
charged  from  NHS  hospitals 
to  private  nursing  homes  leav¬ 
ing  their  families  to  pay  for 
their  care. 

In  a  case  Last  year  the  NHS 
ombudsman  severely  criti¬ 
cised  Leeds  General  Infirmary 
after  it  discharged  a  55-year- 
old  man  who  was  profoundly 
brain  damaged  by  a  stroke  to 
a  private  nursing  home,  leav¬ 
ing  his  wife  to  pay  £6,000  a 
year  towards  the  fees. 

After  the  Leeds  case,  health 
authorities  were  instructed  to 
review  their  provision  of  long¬ 
term  care.  Many  have  dosed 
long-stay  beds  to  shift  patients 
into  nursing  homes  for  which 
the  NHS  does  not  pay. 

Local  health  authorities 
have  been  asked  to  draw  up 
definitions  of  who  is  entitled  to 
what,  which  is  expected  to  lead 
to  regional  differences  in 
provision. 

People  who  require  weekly 
supervision  by  a  consultant  or 
specialist  nurse,  have  an  un¬ 
stable  condition  or  who  "are 
likely  to  die  in  the  very  near 
future"  will  qualify  for  NHS 
care.  Families  faced  with  huge 
nursing  home  bills  when  a 
chronically  ill  relative  is  de¬ 
nied  NHS  care  will  have  a 
new  right  of  appeaL  The 
arrangements  will  come  into 
force  on  April  1, 1996. 

Announcing  die  guidelines 
John  Bowis,  a  junior  Health 
Minister,  said  they  would  help 
clarify  when  a  patient  moves 
from  NHS  to  social  services 
responsibility. 

He  said  it  would  continue  to 
be  a  clinical  derision  when  a 
-patient  needed  an  NHS  bed. 
There  had  never  been  a  right 
to  occupy  an  NHS  bed  indefi¬ 
nitely,  he  said.  • 

*  Alan  Lan glands,  chief  exec¬ 
utive  of  the  NHS,  said  the 
“significant  majority"  of  those 
requiring  care  in  a  nursing 
home  will  have  to  depend' on 
means-tested  social  services. 


Major  rejects  criticism 
of  £1.2bn  gas  profits 


By  James  Lan  dale  and  Ross  Tleman 


JOHN  MAJOR  defended  pre¬ 
tax  profits  of  £1.245  million 
announced  by  British  Gas 
yesterday,  declaring:  "I  much 
prefer  profits  to  losses.” 

The  Prime  Minister  rejected 
Tony  Blair's  assertion  that  the 
profits,  equal  to  nearly  £40  a 
second,  represented  “the  unac¬ 
ceptable  face  of  privatisation” 
He  said  that  since  the  com¬ 
pany  was  privatised  prices  for 
domestic  consumers  had  fall¬ 
en  by  more  than  20  per  cent  in 
real  terms. 

During  a  rowdy  exchange 
in  the  Commons,  the  Labour 
leader  claimed  that  gas  prices 


had  in  fact  risen  in  real  terms 
since  1979  and  would  continue 
to  rise.  He  asked  the  Prime 
Minister  if  he  would  agree 
with  the  director  of  the  Gas 
Consumers’  Council  that 
“while  the  City  may  view  the 
billion  pound  profits  of  British 
Gas  as  reasonable,  consumers 
may  take  a  different  view?" 

Mr  Major  replied:  "I  much 
prefer  profits  to  losses,  provid¬ 
ed  there  is  a  good  service  to 
customers  and  provided  the 
price  is  right."  He  said  that 
nationalised  industries  that 
used  to  cost  taxpayers  £50 
million  a  week,  now  provided 


useful  revenue  to  the  Trea¬ 
sury.  The  profit  announce¬ 
ment  came  amid  fresh 
allegations  about  share  op¬ 
tions  granted  to  Cedric  Brown. 
British  Gas  chief  executive, 
and  other  directors.  Mr 
Brown  rejected  suggestions 
that  a  new  bonus  scheme 
could  allow  him  to  double  his 
salary,  already  increased  by  75 
per  cent  to  £475,000  a  year 
since  January.  He  said  no 
decision  on  the  scheme,  based 
on  performance  over  five 
years,  had  been  made. 

Gas  In  control,  page  23 


Ancient 

counties 

spared 

By  Ian  Murray 

BEDFORDSHIRE  and  Buck¬ 
inghamshire  have  been  saved 
after  campaigns  led  by  Lord 
Carrington  and  Lord  Pym. 
John  Gumrner,  the  Environ¬ 
ment  Secretary,  will  tell  Par¬ 
liament  next  week  that  he  has 
derided  to  overturn  proposals 
by  the  Local  Government 
Commission!  to  divide  the 
ancient  counties  into  seven  all¬ 
purpose  unitary  authorities. 

He  is  granting  autonomy  to 
Milton  Keynes  and  Luton, 
which  will  become  unitary 
authorities.  The  rest  of  the  two 
counties  will  continue  under 
the  current  two-tier  system. 


James  Herriot  dies  at  78 


Continued  from  page  I 
into  the  series  at  the  begin¬ 
ning.  But  when  the  BBC  had 
exhausted  all  his  stories,  his 
influence  declined." 

John  Crooks,  past  president 
of  the  British  Veterinary  Asso¬ 
ciation,  who  worked  as  Mr 
Herriot's  assistant  in  Thirsk, 
said:  “He  was  superb  to  work 
with  and  a  wonderful 
teacher." 

□  Paul  Heiney.  farmer.  Times 
columnist  and  devoted  Her¬ 
riot  fan,  writes:  "Eh-bah-gum 
vet-erin-ary.  Where’s  thah- 
bin?"  If  you  ever  read  James 
Herriot  or  watched  the  tele¬ 
vision  adaptation  of  his  books, 
you  know  the  scene:  the  ha¬ 
rassed  vet  has  bravely 
chugged  up  the  Dale  in  his 
Austin  to  be  confronted  by  a 
sickly  cow  and  a  grumpy 


farmer.  Without  hesitation, 
Herriot  will  strip  to  the  waist 
and  have  the  entire  length  of 
his  arm  inserted  in  the  cow 
before  the  stockman  can  utter 
another  grumble. 

None  of  this  was  imagined; 
and  it  is  still  as  much  a  part  of 
everyday  life  for  a  vet  as  it  was 
when  Herriot  was  young.  It  is 
a  scene  that  is  re-enacted  on 
our  farm  with  amazing  regu¬ 
larity.  The  question  is.  why 
did  accounts  of  such  grisly 
practices  become  bestsellers? 

Probably  because  Herriot 
created  a  new  kind  of  hero. 
Until  he  started  to  record  his 
experiences,  no  (me  gave  a 
second  thought  to  the  work  of 
a  rural  vet  who  struggled  daily 
with  every  sort  of  animal  from 
boisterous  bulls  to  pampered 
poodles,  and  with  their  equal¬ 


ly  tricky  owners.  He  told  his 
tales  without  sentimentality, 
never  flinching  from  record¬ 
ing  life  as  it  really  was  on 
small  farms.  And  he  has  left  is 
a  fine  record  of  the  dosing 
days  of  an  agricultural  era,  in 
a  time  when  the  loss  of  a  single 
cow  could  mean  min. 

Vets  admire  Herriot,  too. 
Our  own  farm  vet  Philip 
Ryder- Davies,  said  last  night: 
“To  those  of  us  who  believe 
that  being  a  vet  is  as  much  an 
art  as  a  science,  he  was  our 
hero.  I  remember  one  story 
where  he  goes  up  to  a  farmer 
to  ask  about  a  cow  he  has  been 
treating.  *lrs  no  better,'  says 
the  farmer.  That's  great  He 
was  not  afraid  to  admit  that 
vets  sometimes  fall." 


to  courts 
martial 
launched 

The  Human  Rights  court  in 


Obituary,  page  21 


* 
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fee  way  for  a  soldier  to 
challenge  Britain’s  system  of  . 
courts  martiaL  Alexander 
Findlay,  34.  a  Scots  Guards-, 
man,  began  a  test  case  dan- 
ing  feat  the  system  is  unfair 
and  neither  uktependentnur " . 

impartiaL 

His  case  is  the  first  of  a  - 
dozen  being  considered 
fee  European  Commission  of  •- 
Human  Rights.  RmflayWB  \ 
sentenced  to  two  yearsT  jafl 
and  court-martiaDed  after..:, 
threatening  members  of  his^ . 
unit  wife  -a  gun  while 
serving  in  Northern  Ireland 
in  1990. 

Intruder  shot 

.  Nottingham.  76,  a 

retired  smallholder  who  shot 

a  burglar  after  his  isolated 
house  in  Potterhanwerth  , 
Booths,  Lincolnshire,  was.( 
broken  into  and  his  bolted 
bedroom  door  was  locked 
down,  wOI  not  be  prosecuted.  . 
police  said.  Three  people 
were  arrested. 

Inquest  on  MP 

Mike  Carr,  fee  Labour  MP 
for  Bootle;  died  of  natural 
causes  in  July  1990,  an  in¬ 
quest  jmy  in  liverpool  derid¬ 
ed.  An  earlier  inquest  was 
halted  vitas  the  coroner  seat 
files  to  fee  DPP  concerning 
treatment  by  WaUon  Hospi¬ 
tal  of  Mr  Carr,  who  died 
from  a  heart  attack. : 

MoD  windfall 

THE  Ministry  of  Defence 
has  underspent  its  budget  for 
fee  current  financial  year  by 
£600  million,  according  to 
figures  to  be  released  by  the 
Treasury  today.  Under  three- 
year-old  rules  fee  ministry 
will  be  aide  to  carry  fee 
windfall  through  to  fee  next 

finanrial  year. 

Murder  charge 

The  stepfather  of  a  15-year- 
okl  babysitter  who  was  found 
stabbed  to  death  wife  her 
seven-ycarold  charge  in 
Bradford  was  last  night 
charged  with  fee  double  mur-  J 
der.  Tariq  Rehmnn,  34.  an  1 
insurance  company  branch 
manager,  will-appear  before 
Bradford  magistrates  today. 

Boat  men  sacked 

Four  volunteer  lifeboatmen 
have,  been  sacked  after  a 
rescue  operation  was 
Launched  for  them  during  a 
charity  crossing  of  the  Irish 
Sea  They  had  failed  to  tell 
the  Royal  National  lifeboat 
Institution  of  a  change  to  _ 
their  route  and  had  failed  to 
take  a  back-up  boat 

Dalton  wins  libel  . 

Timofey  Dalton,  who  starred 
in  fee  remake  of  Gone  with 
the  Wind,  won  substantial 
damages  against  the  Daily 
Express  over  allegations  that- 
he  said  fee  sequel  was  so  bad 
it  would  ruin  his  career. 
Dalton,  49.  known  for  Ids 
role  as  James  Bond,  will  give 
fee  money  to  a  charity. 

Film  released 

Oliver  Stone's  controversial 
and  violent  film  Natural 
Born  Killers  is  released  in 
210  cinemas  today  after  a  two- 
monfe  delay.  The  British 
Board  of  Film  Classification 
has  made  a  number  of  cuts  in 
fee  film,  which  portrays  a  4 
couple  on  a  killing  spree  in 
the  American  southwest 

Peter  Bradley 

A  report  (January  21)  about 
Conservative  objections  to  a 
social  housing  development 
in  Camden  could  have  creat¬ 
ed  fee  impression  feat  Peter 
Bradley,  deputy  leader  of 
Westminster  Labour  group, 
who  acted  as  a  consultant  to 
fee  scheme,  might  have  been 
party  to  a  political  agenda  to 
increase  fee  number  of  lab¬ 
our  voters  in  a  marginal 
ward.  We  accept  that  such  a 
suggestion  would  be  without 
foundation  and  regret  any 
embarrassment  to  Mr 
Bradley. 
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STEPHEN  •  FRY. '  the  actor 
who  vanished  in  “emotional 
turmoil1:  after  quitting  his 
West  Endshow.  is  believed  to 
be  -  on  ‘  the  Continent  after 
being  spotted  by  two  passen¬ 
gers  on  a  ferry  to  Fiance  on 
Monday.  . 

He  was  last- seen  driving  on 
to  the  harbour  at  Dunkirk.  Fry 
bad  just  sent  tetters  to  his 
parents,  sister,  brother,  agent 
and  Simon  Gray,  the  author  of 
Cell  Mates,  the  play  in  which 
he  co-starred,  telling  them  that 
he  was  going  away. 

His  disappearance  followed 
months  of  unhappiness  about 
bis  treatment  at  the  hands  of 
the  press.  Frys  father  Alan, 
64.  -an  electronics  inventor, 
said  from  his  home  in  Rooton. 
Norfolk:  “He  .was  feeling  the 
world  at  large  was  a  bit  agin 
him." 

The  actor  was  particularly 


■  By  Dominic  Kennepy 

him  at  foe  reading  toy  news¬ 
papers  of  modems  from  his 
wayward  youth:  that  he  was 
expelled  from  public  school 
and  that,  aged  17.  he  commit¬ 
ted  credit  card  fraud,  spend¬ 
ing  three  months  in  jail  on 
remand  before  being  given 
two  years*  probation.  Irs  a 
long  time  ago."  MrFry  said. 
“People  don’t  take  foe  trouble 
to  say.  ‘Look  Stephen,  what 
are  you  actually  -thinking 
about  now?*  and  write  about 
it" 

Fiy  has  said  that  aged  17,  he 
swallowed  “as  many  pills  as  I 
could  find"  after  an  argument 
with  his  father.  Mr  Fry  said 
yesterday:  “It  is  going  too  far 
to  say  that  he  tried  to  commit 
suicide.  He  was  very  young 
and  it  was  very  ally.  We  have 
all  got  total  faith  in  him.  He 
loves  life  too  much,  he  has  got 
too  much  to  offer.  He  will  be 


Critics  refuse  to 
blame  for 
exit 

By  Alexandra  FRean,  media  correspondent 


THEATRE  critics  expressed 
concern  and  surprise  last 
mgbf  at  Stephen  Fry'S  sodden 
derision  to  withdraw  Grom 
foe  West  End  pfay  Cell 
.  Motes,  not  leastbeeause  most 
felt  foe  criticism  fat  their 
.  reviews  to  be  refafivrfy  mfld. 
While  the  London  Evening 
Standard  described  Fry’s 
portrayal  of-  George  Blake; 

■  foe  Soviet  spy,  as  an  “imper¬ 
sonation  of -a  snperior  man- 
servant"  -aqd  The.' Sunday 
Telegraph  implied  that  ids 
performance  was  not  heart- 

Y  felt  not  one  paper  ^ctnaOy 
painted  thepiay  or  its  actors. 
Some  criksuve  astounded, 

■  too,  that  Fry,  known  for  Ins 
jintfappablcanrlgeiiflemaady  . 
.demeanour;  jshonld  banc  let  - 
..  down  .  Iris  co-star,  Rik  . 

MayaO,  the  production  team, 
and.hss  andtences. 

Jack  Tinker,  theatre  critic  - 
of  due  Daily  Mail  and  author 
.  of  foe  most  positive  review  of 
Cell  Mates,  said  foal  Hys 
my^erious  departnre  was 
‘foe  .  most.1  extraordinary 
thing  to  happen  to  foe  Eng- 
fiste  theatre  in  years”.  “Ste- 

-  pben  has  an  actor  with 
wtmderfnJcapfittity,  but  be  fe 
also  sn»  -exceptionally  scnsK 
tive.nfanwifo  great  fr^gaity." 

He.  added  fori;  Fry’s  recent 
criridsms -'of  foe  press  may  . 
have  acted  as  a  provoearion 
to  .some  journalists-  "1 
thought  it  was  peculiar  that 
he  virtnafly  likaied  newspa¬ 
pers  to  used  tpflet -paper.'’ 
Even  an  idiot  —  and  good* 

-  ness  knows  heis  noc  an  idiot . 

-  —  wffl  know  that  yon  are 
going  to  provoke  a  backbeh 


to  say  fori  about  someone 
Who’S  Crying." 

Benedict  Nightingale  of 
The  Times,  who  wrote  that 
Fry’s  Blake  was  *a  simpler, 
sticker  monster  than  Mant 
and  natnre  surely  produced", 
said  yesterday:  “It  has  been 
said  that  theatre  criticism  is 
the  last  of  the  blood  sports, 
but  ft  is  not  like  fori.  We  have 
to  take  care  not  to  be  gratn- 
itoudy  offensive  to  actors,  but 
we  also  have  a  doty  to  record 
what  we  see  and  what  we 
thoc^foof  iL'*  • 

■  '  NidKrias.de  Jiragh,-  of  foe 
London  Evening  Standard 
sndfoemostvirious  reviewer 
of  Ely’s  performance,  said  he 
ifdt)no>Te^MMUilrilitf  for  -  his 
(fisappearanee.  *Tf  every  time 
an  actor  got  negative  renews 
he  os-  she  disappeared,  then 
foe  world  would  be  packed 
with  collapsed  actors.” 

He  -  conceded,  however, 
fori  the  role  of  Blake  was 
difficult  and  needed  some¬ 
one  wife  more  experience  of 
dramatic  roles.  Fry  may  also 
haw .  beeo  opset  fay  early 
reaction  to  foe  television  ami* 
edyABit  of  Fry  and  Laurie. 


In  a.raxnt -interview  Fry 
said  foat-henig  a  critic  was  , 
die  worse  fomg  for  a  human 
being  JO  be.  “IVofeSBumaDy 
topick  a  pen  fold  make 
someone  cry,  lujwcver  neees- 
sriyyoa  deem  ft  to  be— and 
people -do  cry-yon  may  Say 
boo-hoo.  pom-  fotie  winqi, 
wriV  ytsiyim  can'  say  that  if 
yon  ward,  bin  1  wouldotwari 


Rik  Mayafl:  co-starring 
with  Fry  in  Cell  Mates 


back.  Tbe  sad  thing  about  not 
being  able  to  contact  him  is 
that  I  cant  say  1  love  you*." 

Fritilfolariy  hurtfeJ.  accord¬ 
ing  to  JRry*  sistfir  Joanna 
Foster,  was  an  article  toy 
Geoffrey  Wheatcroft  in  the 
Daily  Mail  in  September  1994 
headlined:  “Wouldn’t  you  just 
love  to  biff  Stephen  Fry?"  It 
followed  tiie  conviction  for 
assault  and  affray  of  two 
brothers  who  attacked  a  man 
who  defended  Fry  from  their 
taunts  during  an  Uppingham 
School  reunion.  Wheatcroft 
described  the  actor  as  “simply 
the  most  irritating  man  in  the 
country”. 

Ms  Foster  said  yesterday: 
“It  was  a  bit  of  a  shock.  He 
thought  he  was  doing  the  best 
by  people  and  doing  the  best 
he  possibly  could  and  ifsjusta 
bit  sad  to  read  that  that's  what 
people  realty  thought  of  him." 

Her  brother  had  not  left  in  a 
fit  of  pique  after  unfavourable 
'  critical  notires.  "They  weren’t 
that  bad,"  she  said.  “It  wasn’t 
just  those.  Just  a  combination 
of  quite  a  lot  of  things: 
overwork,  a  lot  of  pressure  for 
the  last  six  months,  especially 
a  lot  -of  nasty  things  bring 
written  about  him  that  at  foe 
end  of  the  day  he’s  just  said, 
‘I’ve  had  enough’." 

The  cast  of  Cel/  Mates  seat 
a  message  of  support  to  foe 
actor  last  night  David 
Bownes,  company  and  stage 
manager  at  foe  Albery  The¬ 
atre  in  St  Martin'S  Lane,  said: 
.“Through  the  media  we  all 
send  our  love  and  best  wishes 
and  hope  to  see  him  home 
soon.  We  just  want  Him  to 
know  we  are  there  if  he  needs 
us.  We  care  for  you  and  want 
you  to  know  we  are  here  for 
you." 

Rik  MayalL  Frys  costar, 
said  before  last  nighrs  perfor- 
naure:  “We  are  an  genuinely 
concerned  and  worried  for  his 
■  wherbabac^sattd  bopefoegriS 
M  touch  soon."  ,  ;  := 

Thursday,  February  16,  was 
*preas  night  for  Cell  Mates. 
y  Fr>^s.-)*a^a&'and  sjSie? 
were  m  the  audience.  They 
.  visited  his  dressing  room  far 
congratulations  afterwards 
.  and  joined  the  first  night  pa 
at  the  Groucfao  Chib,  where 
Fry  was  m  ebullient  mood. 

The  nod  day.  first  press 
notices  for  the  show  were 
muted.  Fly  telephoned  to 
cancel  a  lunch  appointment 
with  his  parents.  The  actor 
said  he  had  to  join  Mayall  for 
a  radio-interview. 

On  Saturday  Frys  father 
telephoned  to  thank  him  for 
the  party  tout  foe  answering 
machine  was  oil  Fry  was 
performing  a  matirtee  and 
evening  show.  More  press 
notices,  still  mixed. 

The  answering  machine 
was  left  on  at  Frys  hone  in 
Islington,  north  London,  on 
Sunday.  Fly  spent  his  evening 
narrating  Peter  and  the  Wolf 
at  St  Mary’s  Church,  north 
London.  Although  he  had  no 
links  with  the  church,  he 
agreed  to  perform  free  in  aid 
of  its  restoration  fund  and  die 
Chfidren’s  Society. 

On  Monday  two  passm¬ 
en  a  Ramsgate- Dunkirk 
_  recognised  the  actor  tm  a 
morning  sailing.  Viv  Launch- 
bury.  24,  of  Swansea,  said  Fry 
was  first  in  the  queue  for  foe 
restaurant  breakfast  He  sat 
alone  reading  newspapers. 


Man  who  fell 
on  icy  step  wins 
£100,000  payout 


By  Bru.  Frost 


Stephen  Fry  with  his  father  Alan,  who  is  convinced  that  his  son  will  be  bade 
with  mtich  to  offer.  “He  was  feeling  the  world  at  large  was  a  bit  agin  him” 


A  VACUUM  deaner  engineer 
who  hurt  his  back'.afler  dip¬ 
ping  on  an  icy  step  was 
awarded  more  than  £100000 
damages  yesterday  -  against 
foie  couple  who  called  hnn  out 
Stefan  and  Dawn  Jfflerwia- had 
faitedcbsalttbefrtsmstepsat 
their  home  despite  .knowing 
he  was  about  to  arrive,  Win¬ 
chester  High  Court  was  told. 

FhlHp  Marsh,  43.  suffered  a 
chrome  lumbar  ligament 
Spain  and  has  not  worked - 
since  tire  accident  four  years 
ago.  Giving  judgment,  Mr 
Justice  Buckley  said:  “Frees- 


slippery.  Tenmentiures _ 

time  were  below  zero  and  foe 
Keratins  knew  the  steps  could 
be  a  hazard  in  freezing 
conditions.  . 

“It  was  known  that  a  service 
engineer^ was  expected  and  foe 
precautions  of  putting  salt 
down  or  shouting  a  wanting- 
should  have  been  taken.  This 
was  a  breach  of  common  duty 
of  care  by  the  leaseholder." 

The  court  was  told  that  Mr 
Marsh  was  wearing  “sensible 
shoes”  when  he  walked  oh  to 
tiie  top  step  at  the  house  in. 
Bournemouth.  “He  thought 
the  step  looked  wet,  although 

- around  was  white  with 

_  foe  judge  said.  “He 

slipped  on  blade  tee  and  must 
be  20  per  cent  liable  for  the 
accident" 

The  Kerwins,  however,  had 
to  bear  the  major  responsi¬ 
bility.  The  judge  accepted  ftat 
both  Mr  Kerwm  and  his  wife,  - 


who  was  pregnant  at  foe  time, 
had  negotiated  the  steps  earli¬ 
er  without  mishap.  But.  he 
.said,  “they  knew  the  dangers 
and  should  have  taken  action 
to  make  the  steps  safe”. 

Mr  Marsh,  ot  Charminster, 
Bournemouth,  who  earned 
-  £32^00  a  year,  had  claimed 
damages  for  negligence.  He 
said  afro-  the  ruling  that  he 
intended  to  use  some  of  foe 
□02.131  award  to  pay  off  his 
mortgage,  but  “would  give  it 
all  away  to  be  fit  again  and 
have  my  job  back”. 

Mr  Marsh  said:  “The 
money  doesn’t  make  up  for  the 

rl  have  gone  through  for 
last  four  years.  I  am  in 
pain  most  of  foetime  told  have 
take  a  lot  of  pain  kilters. 

"There  is  always  a  chance 
that  I  will  get  mare  work,  so  I 
keep  on  sending  off  applica¬ 
tions.  But  it  depaids  an  what  1 
can  cope  with  and  whether  an 

employer  will  ever  be  pre¬ 
pared  to  take  me  on.” 

Ray  Betts,  a  London  insur¬ 
ance  broker,  last  night  said 
that  premiums  could  rise  if 
such  awards  became  com¬ 
monplace.  “We  are  following 
the  American  trend  where 
even  the  smallest  incident  can 
result  in  a  claim  and  a  court 
case.  If  tins  current  trend 
continues  it  will  be  refected  in 
higher  premiums.” 

He  added:  “As  long  as  the 
householders  have  contents 
insurance  it  is  likely  that  their 
insurance  policy  will  cover 
them.  It  should  not  cost  than  a 
penny" 


KGB  defector  dies  after 
24  years  spent  in  hiding 

"•  ;  ■  •  By  Michael  Evans,  defence  correspondent  • 


*  A  FORMER  KGB  spy  who  be¬ 
came  one  of  MI5^s  most  spec¬ 
tacular  defectors  has  died  after 

spending  .more-  than  two  de- 
cades  at-.  secret  addresses  in 
Britain: 

■  Oleg'  lyaBn.  whose  defec- 
tianin497I  ted  to  the  expulsion 
of  105  Soviet "diplomats”  from 

•  Britain,waibeIpingMKasa 
paid  employee  until  he  died. 

.  .  After- IVb-Lyafin  exposed^foe 

■  huge  network  of  Soviet  spies 
Working  tn  Britain,  the  KGB 

■  apparatus  in  this  country  nevr 

■  er  folly  recovered.  - 

Oleg  -Kalugin,/.*  farmer 
chief  of  courpsr-inteHigeaice 

i  and  k/KGB'  major-gmeral. 

■  disclosed  in  \  bis  manors 
Seymaster  tot  year  that  there 

■  had  Tjeen  a  -contract  tm  Mr 
Lyalin’S  life.  According  to  Mr 
KahiaQ,Yixri  Andrcpov'heatl ' 
of  fite.KGBtan  1967  to  1982  . 
before  becoming  Soviet  leader, 
sanctioned  Mr  Lyal  in’s 

-  ritoridiidn.  '  ■ 

/  Afizrhis  defection  in  August . 
1971*  Mr  Lyalin  and  his  Rus¬ 
sian  .wife  Irina  bad  .  led  a 
clandestine  life,  never  anerg- 


from  foe  shadows  even 
the  Cold  War  was  over. 
Adopting  anew  life  created  far 
him  by  MIS,  he  lived  under  an 
assumed  name  in  a  part  of  the 
country  where  no  one  rec¬ 
ognised  him  or  guessed  his 
past.  MIS  is  taking  every 
precaution  to  ensure  that,  even 
after  his  death,  his  relatives 
are  not  revealed. 

He  died  aged  57.  Security 
sources  declined  to  give  die 
drcumstances  of  his  death, 
other  than  to  confirm  that  he 
had  been  in  ill  health. 

Mr  Lyalin  came  to  foe 
notice  of  file  Security  Service 
when  be  began  a  secret  affair 
with  his  secretary.  Ap¬ 
proached  by  MIX  he  offered  to 
defect  immediately  with  ho-. 

IBs  M15  case  officers  per¬ 
suaded  him  to  remain  “in 
place"  and  he  was  able  to 
supply  valuable  information 
about  KGB  undercover  mis¬ 
sions  at  foe  Soviet  embassy 
and  the  trade  delegation, 
where  he  had  been  an  official. 
His  role  as  a  double  agent 
came  to  an  abrupt,  end  when 


he  was  arrested  by  police  for 
drunken  driving  in  Totten¬ 
ham  Court  Road  in  August 
1971.  A  KGB  officer  turned  up 
in  court  to  pay  Mr  Lyalin's 
bail  bur  already  foe  charges 
had  been  dropped  and  he  was 
in  file  lands  of  MI5. 

An  expert  marksman  and 
parachutist,  Mr  Lyalin  was  a 
member  of  foe  infamous  De¬ 
partment  V,  set  up  under 
Andropov’s  direct  authority  to 
prepare  contingency  plans  for 
assassination  and  sabotage  in 
the  event  of  war.  Mr  Lyalin 
revealed  that  Department 
wartime  plans  in  Britain  in¬ 
cluded  assassinating  political 
leaders,  flooding  the  London 
Underground  and  blowing  up 
military  installations.  Mr 
Kalugin  said  that  the  sabotage 
would  have  been  co-ordinated 
by  Mr  Lyalin  and  carried  out 
by  Soviet  agents. 

A  number  of  other  former 
KGB  officers  who  defected  to 
Britain  are  still  bring  protect¬ 
ed  by  MI5. 
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Barrister  clashes 
with  judge  over 
time  off  for  funeral 


By  Frances  Gibb 
legal  correspondent 

A  SENIOR  judge  and  a  for¬ 
mer  Bar  Council  chairman 
were  involved  in  a  personal 
dash  in  the  Court  of  Appeal 
yesterday  after  the  judge  re¬ 
fused  to  adjourn  a  case  so  that 
the  QC  could  arangc  his 
father’s  funeral. 

Anthony  Scrivener  QC 
angrily  refused  to  agree  to  the 
suggestion  by  Lord  Justice 
Russell  that  he  should  leave 
the  court  and  allow  junior 
counsel  to  continue  the  appeal 
of  a  man  convicted  of  a  double 
murder.  Mr  Scrivener  said 
that  instead  he  would  not 
attend  his  father’s  funeral. 
The  QC  eventually  won  a  two- 
day  adjournment  of  the  ap¬ 
peal.  but  only  after  a  heated 
ten-minute  exchange. 

The  appeal  is  by  Benjamin 
'*•  Laing.  27.  who  is  challenging 
his  conviction  for  the  murders 
of  Alison  Man  waring,  a  bank 
clerk,  and  her  father  Matthew 
at  Barking.  Essex,  in  1992. 

At  the  outset.  Lord  Justice 
Russell  told  Mr  Scrivener  that 
the  court  was  sorry  to  hear  of 
his  loss,  but  added  that  the 
Laing  case  had  overrun  its 
two-day  estimate  and  other 
cases  had  already  been  taken 
off  the  court  Hsl 
Mr  Scrivener  said  the  time 
estimate  was  three  days  and 
had  not  been  overrun.  The 
judge  was  dearly  taken  aback 
when  the  QC  said:  “You  are 
asking  in  a  murder  case  for 
me  to  pass  the  brief  to  a  junior 


Russell:  claimed  that 
the  case  had  overrun 


Scrivener  eventually 
won  an  adjournment 

who  is  not  equipped  to  do  it 
and  not  had  access  to  the 
papers.  It  is  grossly  unjusL  1 
will  not  permit  it.” 

Lord  Justice  Russell,  sitting 
with  Mr  Justice  Turner  and 
Mr  Justice  Hooper,  said  he 
was  sad  that  the  QC  had  used 
rhose  sentiments  but  Mr 
Scrivener  replied:  “I  hope  they 
go  home,  my  lord."  He  added: 
”1  will  not  go  to  my  father’s 
funeral.  I  cannot  leave  a 
defendant  in  a  murder  case  in 
this  situation." 

The  judge  again  said  the 
court  was  “desperately  sad" 
over  the  QCs  bereavement 
and  added:  "Please  don't  hold 
pistols  to  my  head." 

Mr  Scrivener.  59  and  an 
only  child,  had  told  the  court 
that  he  had  received  a  tele¬ 
phone  call  at  8pm  on  Wednes¬ 
day  telling  him  that  his  84- 
year-old  father.  Frank,  had 
died  at  his  home  in  Canter¬ 
bury.  He  had  rung  Lord 
Justice  Russell's  clerk  at  home 
asking  for  an  adjournment 

He  said  to  the  68-year-old 
judge:  "1  understand  your 
lordship  was  not  willing  to 
grant  an  adjournment  at  that 
stage  and  1  now  make  a 
formal  application.”  He  had 
no  family  in  Canterbuiy  to 
help  and  “1  don't  want  to  leave 
the  matter  to  the  next-door 
neighbours". 

Mr  Scrivener  said  the  case 
had  not  overrun  its  timelimit 
but -time  had  been  lost  on 
Monday  morning  because 
there  was  no  advance  warning 
that  “your  lordship  did  not 


Loyalists 
admit  ‘trick 
or  treat’ 
murders 

FOUR  loyalists  admitted  yes¬ 
terday  that  they  carried  out 
the  Hallowe’en  murders  of 
eight  customers  at  the  Rising 
Sun  bar  in  Grey  steel.  Co 
Londonderry. 

Belfast  Crown  Court  was 
told  that  Stephen  Irwin.  24. 
and  Jeffrey  Deeney.  23.  both  of 
Londonderry,  sprayed  the  in¬ 
side  of  the  bar  with  gunfire. 
Torrens  Knight,  24.  kept 
guard  outside  and  Brian 
McNeill,  26.  of  Londonderry, 
drove  the  getaway  car. 

The  men  had  initially  de¬ 
nied  the  charges,  but  changed 
their  pleas  yesterday.  They 
will  be  sentenced  today. 

The  court  was  told  that 
Irwin  shouted  “Trick  or  treat” 
before  opening  fire  with  an 
AK47  assault  rifle.  He  fired  45 
shots.  Deeney.  who  gave  Ir¬ 
win  cover,  fired  only  once 
before  his  gun  jammed.  The 
attack  in  1993  was  supposedly 
in  retaliation  for  an  IRA  bomb 
that  lolled  nine  Protestants  in 
BeifasL 

KnighL.  of  Macosquin.  Co 
Londonderry,  also  admitted 
his  part  in  the  murder  of  four 
Catholic  workmen  who  were 
shot  by  the  Ulster  Freedom 
Fighters  in  Castlerock.  Co 
Londonderry,  in  1993. 

□  A  police  spy  who  informed 
on  his  IRA  gang  to  the  RUC 
Special  Brandt  was  jailed  for 
six  years  yesterday  for  two 
crimes  he  had  kept  secret  from 
his  handlers. 

Declan  “Beano"  Casey.  40. 
originally  from  the  Co  Tyrone 
bonier  town  of  from  Strabane. 
Co  Tyrone,  pleaded  guilty  at 
Belfast  Crown  Court  to  a  total 
of  six  charges  involving  the 
possession  of  guns  and  explo¬ 
sives  on  two  separate  dates  in 
October  1990  and  September 
1992. 


Lottery  cash 
executive 
quits  after 
two  weeks 

THE  man  charged  with 
handing  out  £150  million  of 
National  Lottery  funds  to  the 
sports  world  has  resigned 
sifter  two  weeks  in  the  £60.000 
post  (Andrew  Pierce  writes). 

Last  October  Michael 
Barron  resigned  “in  the  in¬ 
terest  of  tibe  service”  from  his 
post  as  thief  executive  at 
Gordon  District  Council  with 
a  £64,000  golden  handshake 
and  a  £20,000  annual  pen¬ 
sion.  He  bad  taken  19  weeks' 
sick  leave  in  the  previous 
year.  He  also  negotiated  a 
£20,000  annual  pension. 

Mr  Barron,  53,  claimed 
last  night  that  he  had  been 
forced  out  as  director  of  the 
National  Lottery  Unit  at  the 
Sports  Council.  In  a  state¬ 
ment  he  said:  "I  felt  I  was  best 
to  think  of  my  own  present 
good  health  and  family  obli¬ 
gations."  There  had  been 
“sustained  pressure  and  criti¬ 
cism  as  to  my  taking  up  a  full¬ 
time  post  having  accepted  a 
retiral  package  bom  Gordon 
District  Coundr. 

Last  night  the  Sports  Coun¬ 
cil,  which  had  been  in  contact 
with  the  personnel  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  local  authority 
about  Mr  Barron’s  absence 
record,  refused  to  discuss  the 
reasons  for  his  departure.  "1 
can  confirm  he  has  resigned. 
He  has  already  relinquished 
his  post  and  gone.”  a  spokes¬ 
man  said. 

□  The  logo  for  the  National 
Lottery  scratch  card  game 
Instants  was  unveiled  yester¬ 
day.  The  Instants  logo  will 
appear  at  even  more  outlets 
than  die  crossed  fingers  sym¬ 
bol  for  the  on-line  game. 
Camdot  said.  The  game, 
with  prizes  of  up  to  £10.000.  is 
expected  to  be  launched  next 
month. 


Your  16-page  Travel  Guide  to  The 
Netherlands  is  free  today  in  The  Times. 

Page  15  includes  a  phone  number  to  obtain 
cycling  maps,  and  should  read  0891  200277. 


understand  the  case”.  The 
judge  replied  that  it  was  not 
that  the  court  did  not  under¬ 
stand  the  case,  “we  did  not 
have  die  necessary  assistance 
from  the  papers”. 

He  added:  “Our  job.  Mr 
Scrivener,  in  difficult  circum¬ 
stances.  is  to  endeavour  to  do 
justice  to  all.  I  am  sad  to  hear 
you  are  saying  it  was  some¬ 
how  the  court’s  responsibility 
that  time  was  lost  on 
Monday." 

After  a  brief  retirement,  the 
judges  returned  and  Lord 
Justice  Russell  said:  “In  the 
light  of  what  you  have  told  us 
we  don’t  think  we  should 
continue  with  the  case  today 
or  tomorrow.  We  don’t  think  it 
would  be  fair  to  you  or  your 
clienL"  He  ordered  the  hear¬ 
ing  to  continue  on  Monday. 
teDing  Mr  Scrivener:  “I  am 
sorry  the  atmosphere  became 
as  it  was.  1  expect  we  forgive 
each  other." 

Mr  Scrivener  replied:  “l  am 
sorry,  my  lord.  I  was  very 
upset." 

Law  Report  page  32 


Princess  to  ride  in 
tough  desert  race 


The  Princess  at  a  camel  research  centre  in  Dubai  yesterday  during  her  private 
visit  to  the  United  Arab  Emirates.  She  asked  to  take  part  in  the  21-mile  race 


By  Kathryn  Knight 

THE  Princess  Royal  wall 
compete  today  in  a  gruelling 
horse  race  lasting  up  to  two 
hours  across  the  sands  of 
Dubai  She  will  be  one  of  the 
few  women  ever  to  take  part 
in  the  event,  racing  against 
dozens  of  Arab  riders  over  a 
21-mile  course: 

The  Princess  has  been  in¬ 
vited  to  participate  in  the 
Desert  Challenge  Endurance 
Race  after  making  a  request 
on  a  private  visit  to  the 
United  Emirate  states. 
Another  competitor  is 
Shaikh  Moharacd  al-Mak- 
foum,  the  millionaire  race¬ 
horse  owner  and  breeder. 

The  Princess,  who  arrived 
in  Dubai  on  Wednesday  eve¬ 
ning,  is  expected  to  do  well  in 
the  race  across  rugged  ter¬ 
rain  in  temperatures  of  up  to 
27C  (80 F).  Neil  Abrahams, 
racing  secretary  of  the  United 
Arab  Emirates  Equestrian 
and  Racing  Federation,  said 
that  the  race,  which  takes 
place  about  three  times  a 
year,  was  scheduled  to  coin¬ 
cide  with  the  royal  visit  after 
the  Princess  expressed  an 
interest  in  attempting  the 
coarse. 

She  will  ride  a  five-year-old 
chestnut  gelding  called  Ke- 


UNITED  ARAB 1 
EMIRATES 


or,  believed  to  belong  to  one 
of  the  daughters  of  Shaikh 
Mohamed,  who  will  ride  his 
own  nine-year-old  gelding. 
He  is  one  of  the  world’s 
leading  racehorse  owner- 
breeders  and  has  hundreds 
of  horses  in  training  through¬ 
out  Europe.  The  shaikh  owns 
a  stud  farm  at  Newmarket 
and  has  bred  several  classic 
winners. 

The  race  has  been  run 
informally  for  several  years 
but  has'  been  officially 
organised  only  for  the  past 
(wo.  Mr  Abrahams  said:  “I!  is 
a  gruelling  course.  You  have 
to  be  fit  and  yon  certainly 
have  to  be  a  good  rider. 
However,  the  Princess  is  a 
very  accomplished  horse¬ 
woman  and  1  think  she  may 
well  win."  The  Princess 
returns  to  Britain  tomorrow. 
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THE  ABBEY  NATIONAL  TESSA 


Abbey  National  s  TESSA  is  the  perfect  way  to  get  tax-free  interest  on  your  savings.  You  can  save  up  to  £9,000 
over  a  five  year  period,  which  means  the  sooner. you  open  one,  the  sooner  you’ll  start  reaping  in  the  benefits. 
In  fact,  even  if  you  already  have  a  TESSA,  now  could  be  the  time  to  top  up  your  investment,  because  the 
more  you  invest,  the  higher  the  return. 


ACCOUNT  BALANCE 

GROSS  RATE  p.a. 

£6,600  plus 

7.20% 

£4,800  up  to  £6,599 

6.90% 

£3,000  up  to  £4,799 

6.80% 

£1  up  to  £2,999 

6.70% 

W?fc 


So  for  hassle-free,  tax-free  returns  call  into  your  local  branch  or  phone  .us  free  on  0800  100  801 
Monday  to  Friday,  9.00am  -  9.00pm  quoting  reference  W26. 

^ABBEy 

.!  NATIONAL 

- The  habit  of  a  lifetime - 


||ss\,  ir.-  annual 
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5  days  t o  go. 


The  deadline  is  fast  approaching.  Completed  application  forms  must  be  in  by  12  noon  on  Wednesday 
1  March.  Prospectuses  containing  application  forms  are  available  from  branches  of  Lloyds  Bank,  Royal 
Bank  of  Scotland  and  Bank  of  Ireland.  Application  forms  will  also  appear  in  the  national  press 
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‘Absurd’  green  campaign  blamed  for  deaths  of  dogs  that  posed  no  threat  to  wildlife 

Illness  kills  British 
huskies  forced 
to  leave  Antarctic 


JOHN  SWEENY 


By  Nick  Nuttall.  environment  correspondent 


A  FATAL  illness  has  struck 
the  last  surviving  British  hus¬ 
kies  after  they  were  taken 
from  Antarctica  to  the  town 
or  Inukjuak  on  the  edge  of 
Hudson  Bay  in  northern 
•  Quebec. 

Almost  half  the  dogs  have 
died,  having  been  forced  bvan 
environmental  rreatv  to  leave 
their  homes.  The  deaths  have 
been  jinked  with  an  infection 
to  which  the  huskies,  bom  and 
bred  on  the  southern  conti¬ 
nent's  remote  frozen  wastes, 
had  no  resistance. 

John  Hall,  of  the  British 
Antarctic  Survey  in  Cam¬ 
bridge.  said  yesterday  that 
obtaining  details  on  the  deaths 
.  had  proved  difficult  because 
few  of  the  Inuir  among  whom 
the  dogs  had  been  living  spoke 
English.  “But  we  think  it 
might  be  a  viral  infection.”  he 
said.  “We  gave  them  multi¬ 
shot  jabs  and  rabies  jabs,  but 
our  dogs  have  never  been  in 
contact  with  anything  at  all 
because  they  have  been  isolat¬ 
ed  in  Antarctica.” 

Mr  Hall,  who  had  found 
Inuit  homes  for  the  dogs,  said 
that  the  deaths  had  caused 
distress  among  scientists  and 
researchers  at  the  survey's 
Rothera  base  in  Antarctica 
and  at  the  Cambridge  head¬ 
quarters.  The  huskies  are 
descended  from  dogs  brought 
to  Antarctica  by  the  British  in 
1945  to  support  Operation 


Tabarin.  a  mission  to  monitor 
German  ships. 

The  survey  had  fought  a 
long  battle  to  keep  the  dogs  in 
Antarctica  where  they  have 
pulled  sleds  and  provided  vital 
companionship  for  s  den  lists 
and  explorers. 

The  survey  had  believed 
that  the  dogs,  which  were 
from  original  Canadian  slock, 
offered  no  threat  to  seals  and 
other  wildlife  and  should  be 
exempt  from  the  treaty,  which 
bans  alien  spedes.  However, 
the  Foreign  Office,  under  pres- 


Sir  Vivian:  wrong 
to  have  moved  dogs 


sure  from  Australia  and  the 
environmental  campaign 
group  Greenpeace,  said  they 
had  to  go. 

Sir  Vivian  Fuchs,  the  veter¬ 
an  Antarctic  explorer,  who  has 
fond  memories  of  huskies, 
believes  the  dogs  that  have 
died  are  victims  of  misplaced 
environmentalist  zeal.  “This 
would  not  have  happened  if 
they  had  been  left  in  Antarcti¬ 
ca.  They  die  of  old  age  there, 
not  infections,  h  is  a  great 
pity,"  Sir  Vivian  said.  “I 
sincerely  hope  that  when  some 
sense  comes  to  the  internation¬ 
al  community,  huskies  will  be 
allowed  back  in  the  future. 
The  problem  is  some  people 
get  the  bit  between  their  teeth 
a  moke  a  good  cause  absurd.” 

The  194?  expedition  led  to 
the  establishment  of  the  Brit¬ 
ish  Antarctic  Survey,  which 
has  since  bred  huskies 
brought  from  Canada  and 
Greenland. 

During  the  past  half-centu¬ 
ry  there  were  as  many  as  a 
hundred  British -owned  hus¬ 
kies  but  in  recent  years  num¬ 
bers  have  dwindled  to  14. 

Australia  and  Argentina, 
who  also  had  husky  packs  in 
Antarctica,  pulled  out  their 
dogs  first  to  meet  the  treaty's 
rules.  The  British  huskies  sent 
to  Canada  were  the  last  ones 
left  in  Antarctica. 

The  last  14  dogs  were  airlift¬ 
ed  from  Antarctica  to  the 


Rachel  and  Elwnod.  two  of  the  British  Antarctic  Survey’s  dogs  descended  from  huskies  introduced  in  1945 


United  Stales  via  the  Falkland 
Islands  and  Heathrow  a  year 
ago  and  were  split  into  two 
groups.  Mr  Hall  said  that 
seven  had  made  the  final 
journey  to  the  Inuit  village 
pulling  sleds. 

Of  these  one.  Wendy,  has 
since  died.  “She was  pregnant. 
This  was  particularly  unfortu¬ 
nate,"  Mr  Hall  said. 

The  other  group  of  six,  older 


dogs,  were  flown  to  the  village. 
Three  males.  Roy.  Max  and 
Rex.  have  since  died,  as  have 
Pris.  a  female,  and  Jimmy. 
Another  female.  Rachel,  has 
been  moved  south  to  a  small 
holding. 

The  deaths  are  also  believed 
to  have  distressed  the  villagers 
who  greeted  their  arrival  with 
cheer's  and  sobs  of  joy.  Hus¬ 
kies  disappeared  from  the 


area  some  years  ago  after  an 
outbreak  of  distemper  and  the 
arrival  of  snowmobiles. 

The  Inuit  are  keen  to  restore 
their  traditional  way  of  life 
and  the  British,  purebred, 
huskies  were  considered  to 
be  an  important  part  of  this 
plan. 

The  last  14  huskies  left 
Rothera  Base  on  February  22, 
1994.  One  dog  was  put  down 


in  the  Falk] an ds  with  severe 
arthritis. 

The  remaining  13  arrived  at 
Heathrow  on  March  15  and 
were  taken  to  Boston  by  plane 
the  next  day. 

Seven  huskies  then  went  by 
road  and  sled  to  Montreal 
arriving  in  lnukjak  on  April 
28.  The  six  other  dogs  were 
flown  into  the  village  a  few 
days  later. 


GPs’  contracts  prevent  patients  from  buying  cheaper  drugs 


By  Nigel  Hawkes 

SCIENCE  EDITOR 

HUNDREDS  of  prescription-only 
medicines  cost  less  than  the  new 
NHS  prescription  charge  of  £5-25. 
which  comes  into  force  on  April  1. 
Patients  could  save  money  by  buy¬ 
ing  them  over  the  counter  or  on 
private  prescriptions,  but  legal  un¬ 
certainties  and  a  disagreement  be: . 
tween  the  BM#  -and  -  the  '-Health1 
AS  Department  over  the  wen-ding  of 
•  OPS’  contracts  is  preyentingrihany 
■  from  benefhmg.  ■-  :  V 

fine  ConsurraetsJ'Askiciatioti'has" 


produced  a  list  of  more  than  700 
over-the-counter  medicines  and  350 
prescription-only  drugs  that  cost 
less  than  the  current  prescription 
charge  of  £4,75.  They  include  pain¬ 
killers.  antibiotics,  skin  creams, 
asthma  inhalers  and  antidepres¬ 
sants.  There  will  be  even  more  when 
the  charge  goes  up. 

Dr  Parriek  Hqyte.  medioo-fegal 
adviser  to  the  Medical  Defence 
^Hraoh-,-*smek^"TT»ere  are  now  a— 
■  tremendous  number  of  drugs  which 
cost  .Jess  than  the :  prescription-  ; 

;  charge-  When  I  was  in  Norfolk  last ; 
'sunimer  T  Wrote  myself  a  private  ' 


prescription  for  penicillin  and  it  cost 
only  50p  ar  the  chemist."  He  sees  no 
legal  reason  why  more  doctors 
should  not  write  private  prescrip¬ 
tions  for  their  patients  in  cases 
where  it  would  cost  them  less. 

A  private  prescription  is  simply  a 
note  from  a  doctor  to  any  pharma¬ 
cist  authorising  the  sale  of  prescrip¬ 
tion-only  drugs  to  the  patient. 
Patients  are  allowed  a  private  or  an 
-NHS  prescription.  but  not  both,  so 
need  to  work  out  in  advance  which 
will  be  cheaper. 

;  Dr  FToyte  added:  “Our  advice  is 
"that  if  is 'perfectly  acceptable  for 


doctors  to  do  this  in  cases  where  the 
patient  would  otherwise  have  to  pay 
prescription  charges."  In  practice 
about  80  per  cent  of  prescriptions 
are  free  because  the  patient  is  in  an 
exempt  category. 

Dr  Hoyte  also  believes  it  is  proper 
for  doctors  not  to  issue  prescriptions 
at  all  in  the  case  of  over-the-counter 
medicines  costing  less  than  the 
charge,  instead  advising  patients  to 
go  to  the  chemist  and  buy  the  drug 
directly.  But  the  BMA  disagrees, 
arguing  that  the  GPs’  contract  does 
not  allow  this  discretion. 

The  contract  says  that  doctors 


“shall  order  any  drug  or  appliance 
for  the  patient ...  by  issuing  to  that 
pap'ent  a  prescription  form”.  The 
BMA  argues  that  this  obliges  doc¬ 
tors  to  issue  a  prescription  and  that 
a  doctor  failing  to  do  so  might  be 
open  to  legal  challenge.  The  associ¬ 
ation  has  asked  for  “shall"  to  be 
replaced  by  “may",  but  the  Health 
Department  has  so  far  declined. 

Dr  Richard  Tmer.  a  Taunton  GP 
and  a  member  of  the  BMA's  pre¬ 
scribing  subcommittee,  said  the 
change  would  clarify  the  position. 
“We  want  to  be  able  to  provide  our 
patients  with  median es  at  the 


lowest  possible  cost  It's  a  simple 
change  but  until  it’s  made  we  fear 
that  strictly  speaking  we  could  be  in 
breach  of  our  terms  of  service.” 

The  Consumers'  Association  says 
private  prescriptions  will  wily  pro¬ 
duce  a  saving  if  doctors  do  not 
chaise  for  issuing  them  and  phar¬ 
macists’  dispensing  fees  are  low. 
Savings  may  be  small  unless  the 
patient  is  taking  medicines  regular¬ 
ly,  in  which  case  an  NHS  “season 
ticker  may  be  a  better  bet. 

Politics,  page  II 
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Victoria 
to  rule 
the  waves 
at  last 

P&O  is  to  rename  its  liner 
Sea  Princess  the  Victoria.  In 
1935  a  great  liner  almost  bore 
the  name  when  Cunard 
asked  George  V  If  it  could 
name  the  ship  "after  En¬ 
gland's  most  illustrious 
Queen".  The  king  misunder¬ 
stood  and,  no!  thinking  of  his 
grandmother,  replied  that  his 
wife  Mary  would  be 
delighted. 

The  27.000-tonne  Victoria 
will  carry  700  passengers 
round  the  Mediterranean. 
Aegean,  Black  Sea,  Red  Sea 
and  Caribbean. 

‘Sex’  couple  win 

M  idiael  Tucker,  40.  and  Bar¬ 
bara  Wilson,  24.  sacked  by 
TSB  bank  in  Newport  after  a 
cleaner  claimed  she  saw  them 
having  sex  on  a  desk,  have 
each  been  awarded  £10.882 
after  winning  their  claim  for 
unfair  dismissal. 

Smuggler  jailed 

John  Delaney.  45.  of 
Wad  hurst  East  Sussex,  was 
jailed  for  14  years  at  the  Old 
Bailey  for  smuggling  £1  mil¬ 
lion  of  cocaine  into  Britain 
hidden  in  coconuts.  His  son. 
Chadwick.  25,  was  jailed  for 
II  years. 

Back-seat  driver 

Darren  Phillips,  27.  was 
cleared  of  drink-driving,  de¬ 
spite  failing  a  breath  test 
after  Gloucester  magistrates 
beard  that  his  girlfriend, 
Louise  Howe,  had  been  con¬ 
trolling  the  moped  they  were 
riding  from  the  pillion  seat 

High  tee 

A  Scottish  golf  course  has  lost 
by  13  feet  its  daim  to  be  the 
highest  in  Britain.  The  Lead 
Hills  course  in  Lanarkshire 
has  been  ousted  by  die  West 
Mon  Golf  Club  at  Nantyglo 
in  Gwent  where  Che  14th  tec 
is  1,513ft  above  sea  level. 

Call  of  the  past 

Visitors  to  York  are  to  be 
taken  on  walks  around  lava¬ 
tories  ancient  and  modern  by 
Caught  Short  Tours.  Dr  An¬ 
drew  Jones.  an  archaeologist 
said  that  the  tours  would  help 
visitors  interested  in  the  past 
to  learn  about  everyday  life. 


Step  inside  an  exciting  new  world 
with  a  Viglen  Multimedia  PC 


Multimedia  is  the  most  exciting  development 
yet  tn  PC  technology. 

Combining  sound.  text.  graphics,  animation 
and  video,  it  presents  data  in  a  stunning 
new  way. 

And  yet  when  you  look  at  what’s  included 
in  the  price.  Viglen’s  multimedia  packages  - 
such  as  the  ones  outlined  here  -  offer 
tremendous  value  for  money. 

If  you  see  your  computer  as  an  essential 
tool  for  business,  the  latest  Intel  Pentium  " 
processor  gives  you  all  the  power  you  need 
and  more  for  superb  performance.  Plus  ail 
the  upgradeability  necessary  to  keep  up  with 
new  developments. 


60MHz  PENTIUM 7V 


•ME  RAM 
349M8HD 

I  r  SVGA  CaW  Abator 
Pa&BpfefCdrf 
MtMmrfd  CP  ROM 
Stereo  Speofan  4  Mtawptooe 

fix  Software  Tides  m 
dmm  In  ate*  taet 
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But  that’s  nothing  compared  with  the 
enjoyment  the  rest  of  your  family  can  get  from 
the  package’s  multimedia  capabilities. 

ft  makes  learning  fun.  fascinating  and  fires 
the  imagination  -  for  young  and  old  aW  e 
Now  isn’t  that  a  worthwhile  investment  for 
the  future7 

For  details  of  our  full  range  of  PCs 
and  for  your  free  copy  of  the  Viglen 
Direct  Guide  call  0181  758  7000. 
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Wie  have  a  selection  of  special 
configuration  Multimedia  models 
1 »  aSivfcU  which  we  can  deliver  within  3 


days  from  clearance  of  payment.  Simply,  phone  us 
for  more  details. 


Vitfleri 


MICROSOFT 
WINDOWS 
Rum*  toRus* 


Pentium 
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A  helping  hand 
for  Carers 


If  you're  caring  for  a  sick, 
elderly  or  disabled  person  as 
part  of  everyday  life,  help  is  at 
hand.  Simply  pop  into  your  local 
Boots  and  pick  up  a  leaflet 
which  tells  you  how  to  apply  for 
your  free  copy  of  Guide  to 
Getting  Services'  -  its  full  of 
practical  advice  and  details  of 
any  help  you  may  be  entitled  to. 

As  the  UK’s  largest  retail 
chemist  with  pharmacies  nation¬ 
wide,  we  like  to  think  we’re  part 
of  everyday  life.  And  that  means 
caring  for  our  customers  and  the 
community  as  a  whole  -  that’s 
why  w'e've  teamed  up  with 
Carers  National  Association  to 
help  bring  their  organisation 
closer  to  those  who  need  it. 


'Guide  I'j  Cellini;  Services  K  atm 
available  direct  fruni: 
Carer.  National  Av-ocbunn. 
2U-JS  GUvshoux*  Van  I, 
Umdun  EClA  -»JS 


Alternatively,  ring  the  Boots 
funded  telephone  line 
to  order  your  free  «.npv 
on -WO 


Bows  tf.  -.tponscirinR  CNA->  c-amfwi.cn- 
'A  fair  deal  for  carers' 


Someone  Cares 
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Howard  proposes 
independent  body 
on  injustice  cases 

By  Richard  Ford,  home  correspondent 


THE  Government  is  propos¬ 
ing  to  set  up  an  independent 
organisation  to  investigate  al¬ 
leged  miscarriages  of  justice 
ami  ro  refer  cases  to  the  Court 
of  AppeaL  Michael  Howard 
announced  yesterday - 

The  measure  would  end  the 
Home  Office's  involvement  in 
dealing  with  alleged  wrongful 
convictions,  a  move  demand¬ 
ed  by  many  of  the  Home 
Secretary’s  predecessors.  The 
creation  of  the  Criminal  Cases 
Review  Commission  is  expect¬ 
ed  to  produce  a  flood  of  appli¬ 
cations  from  alleged  victims  of 
miscarriages.  Home  Office 
officials  predict  that  the  num¬ 
ber  of  applications  will  more 
than  double  to  1,460  in  the 
organisation's  first  year,  even¬ 
tually  declining  to  about  700. 

Ministers  hope  the  commis¬ 
sion.  expected  to  be  operation¬ 
al  next  year,  will  restore  confi¬ 
dence  in  a  criminal  justice 
system  damaged  by  a  series  of 
wrongful  convictions,  includ¬ 
ing  those  of  the  Guildford 
Four,  the  Birmingham  Six  and 
Judith  Ward. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice,  Lord 
Taylor  of  Gosforth,  welcomed 
the  move.  “The  proposed 
Criminal  Cases  Review  Com¬ 
mission.  as  a  body  entirely 
independent  both  of  Govern¬ 
ment  and  of  the  courts,  will  be 
best  placed  to  examine  cases  in 


which  defendants,  the  public 
or  indeed  the  judiciary  have 
real  grounds  to  suspect  a 
miscarriage  of  justice  may 
lave  occurred,"  he  said. 

However,  there  was  criti¬ 
cism  from  other  quarters  over 
the  Government's  failure  to 
provide  the  commission  with 
its  own  investigation  team;  it 
will  continue  to  rely  on  the 
police  to  enquire  into  wrongful 
convictions.  Mr  Howard  said 
it  would  not  have  been  practi¬ 
cal  for  the  new  body  to  have  its 
own  team.  The  Royal  Com¬ 
mission  on  Criminal  Justice, 
which  recommended  the  cre¬ 
ation  of  an  independent  com¬ 
mission.  had  said  there  was  no 
practical  alternative  to  the 
police.  He  had  considered  a 
separate  team  but  he  said.  “It 
makes  more  sense  to  have 
police  carry  out  investigations. 
It  may  not  be  the  same  police 
force  who  investigated  the 
original  matter.  The  police 
have  an  excellent  track  record 
in  this  area." 

Chris  Mullin.  Labour  MP 
for  Sunderland  South,  who 
campaigned  for  the  release  of 
the  Birmingham  Six,  wel¬ 
comed  the  new  organisation 
but  gave  wanting  that  the 
Government's  failure  to  pro¬ 
vide  it  with  an  independent 
investigation  arm  would 
prove  a  “fatal  flaw".  The 


commission,  which  will  take 
over  work  done  by  the  C3 
department  at  the  Home  Of¬ 
fice,  will  have  an  annual 
budget  of  £43  million  and  a 
staff  of  60.  There  will  be  at 
least  11  members  of  the  com¬ 
mission.  appointed  far  five 
years  by  Queen  on  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  Prime  Min¬ 
ister.  A  third  of  members  must 
have  a  legal  qualification,  with 
the  rest  divided  between 
people  with  knowledge  of  the 
criminal  justice  system  and 
lay  people. 

It  will  have  power  to  investi¬ 
gate  alleged  miscarriages  of 
justice  in  magistrates’  and 
Crown  Courts,  to  direct  and  to 
supervise  police  enquiries  on 
its  behalf  and  to  approve  the 
appointment  of  investigating 
officers.  The  commission  will 
investigate  cases  referred  to  it 
by  lawyers  and  others  and  will 
have  the  power  to  refer  to  the 
Court  of  Appeal  in  England, 
Wales  and  Northern  Ireland 
any  conviction,  verdict,  find¬ 
ing  or  sentence  by  the  courts. 

The  number  of  applications 
to  the  Home  Office  alleging  a 
miscarriage  of  justice  rose 
from  536  in  1988  to  763  In  1992, 
declining  to  4S0  last  year. 
Twelve  cases  were  referred  to 
the  appeal  court  in  1994. 
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David  Wilson,  left,  was  shot  on  the  orders  of  Michael  Austin.  The  hooded  assassins  have  not  been  found 

Fraudster  jailed  for  murder  by  fax 


By  Kate  Alderson 

AN  AMERICAN  millionare  fraudster 
who  ordered  the  execution  of  a  British 
businessman  by  fax  from  New  York  was 
convicted  of  murder  yesterday. 

David  Wilson  was  shot  dead  by  two 
hooded  assassins  at  his  home  near 
Choriey.  Lancashire,  in  March  1992  after 
becoming  involved  tn  a  multimitii on- 
doll  ar  cigarette  deal  with  Michael  Aus¬ 
tin.  The  execution  was  ordered  by  Austin 
from  his  base  in  New  Jersey  after  Mr 
Wilson  began  to  threaten  the  success  of 
his  international  criminal  activities. 

Austin.  39,  was  sentenced  to  life 
imprisonment  after  a  seven-week  trial  at 
Carlisle  Crown  Court  Mr  Wilson's  wife, 
Barbara,  and  two  daughters.  Lisa-Marie. 


26,  and  Michelle.  28.  burst  into  tears  as 
the  verdict  was  announced. 

The  assassins  have  not  been  found,  but 
after  the  case  yesterday  detectives  dis¬ 
closed  a  due  that  may  help  to  trace  at 
least  one.  Faxes  sent  by  Austin,  whom 
Mr  Wilson  believed  was  a  Mexican 
colonel  called  Hector  Portillo,  to  an 
associate  referred  to  a  man  called  Alan 
Rayner.  Detective  Superintendent  Bob 
Denmark,  who  led  the  murder  inquiry 
across  four  continents,  said:  "We  need  to 
know  who  Alan  Rayner  is  and  how  he 
figures  in  the  inquiry.  We  would  appeal 
to  the  public  for  help  in  finding  him.” 

The  court  was  told  that  Austin  had 
amassed  about  EbO  million  from  his 
criminal  career.  He  had  at  least  50  aliases 
and  conducted  all  his  business  by  fax. 
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Rosemary  j 

West  trial; 

to  start 
in  autumn 1 

By  Richard  Dike 

rosemary  west  .  war 
stand  trial  at  Winchester.. 
Crown  Court  accused  of  mu*  v 
dering  ten 

her  daughter  HeaflKf.  la,'  a 
nidge  ruled  yesterday.  Her;  ; 
trial  date  was  provisionally  sef  T  • 
for  October  3  by  Mr  Justice.  -  ' 
Manleli  who  indicated  jester-.;  *. 
day  dial  he  would  be  tbe. ;  . 

presiding  judge. 

Mr  Justice  Manfidh .the. 
senior  presiding  judge  ontbe-  • 
Western  Circuit,  announced  > 
his  decision  (hiring  it  brief 
hearing  at  Bristol  .Crown  ■ 
Court  Mrs  West 
present  Her  trial  is  expected 
to  last  two  months; 

Nine  of  the  alleged-murder^  -  - 
victims  were  found  buried  at  . 
25,  Cromwell  Street  feeMne,'  - 

of  Mrs  West  and  her  hustiasd  :  • . 
Frederick.  The  tenth,  ter  step¬ 
daughter  Chaimaine.  fc.was  ----  - 
found  buried  at  their  previous^ 
home.  Mrs  West  a  mother  of .  f 
eight,  also  faces  charges  of  & 
rape  and  indecent  assault  on  ” 
two  women. 

□  The  younger  brother!  of 
Frederick  West  was  commit¬ 
ted  for  trial  yesterday  ax  two  . 
rape  charges.  John  West,  52,  of 
Gloucester,  was  committal  to  ■ 
Gloucester  Crown  Court  at  a 
formal  four-minute  heating 
by  the  city's  magistrates. 

Mr  West,  who  is  charged 
with  raping  two  girls  between 

January  1,1975  and  January  L 
1980,  was  allowed  conditional ' 
bail  pending  his  trial. 


telephone  and  answering  service  to 
evade  arrest  Police  confirmed  his  part  in 
the  murder  by  using  a  special  computer 
program  to  search  every  telephone  bill  in 
the  United  States  for  a  handful  of 
telephone  numbers  called  by  Austin. 

The  judge;  Mr  Justice  Kay,  said  that 
Mr  Wilson  had  no  idea  what  he  was 
getting  involved  with  when  he  began 
working  as  a  middleman  for  Austin. 
Neither  did  he  know  that  people  he  dealt 
with  would  lose  large  sums  of  money. 

The  judge  told  Austin:  “When  he  {Mr 
W'ilsonI  found  out,  he  did  not  leave 
victims  of  the  fraud  to  their  own  fate,  but 
instead  set  about  repairing  the  damage 
as  best  he  could.  You  tried  to  frighten  Iran 
off  with  threats  but  he  persisted  so  you 
made  arrangements  to  have  him  killed." 
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Aptiva 

Multimedia  PC 
Intel  486SX  33  MHz 
processor.  270Mb 
hard  drive  and 
4Mb  RAM.  Super 
VGA  mCRrtor. 

*  Mb  video  memory. 
CO-ROM  drive  and 
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Performa  460  PC 

33  MHz  68030  processor. 

160Mb  hard  drive  and  4Mb  RAM. 
512Kb  video  RAM.  Was  £899. 


IBM  Aptiva  SX33 
Intel  486SX  33  MHz  processor. 
270Mb  hard  drive  and  4Mb  RAM. 
Wat  £849  Was  £699. 
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UK’s  BEST  SELLING 
MULTIMEDIA  PC 

-  FROM  PACKARD  BELL 


Perils  of  ignoring 
nanny’s  advice 

Dr  Thomas  Stuttaford 


HEWLETT  PACKARD 

500C  Deskjet  Inkjet  Colour  Printer 
Colour  or  btocfc/tvhitc  printing.  SALE  PRICE 
3  pages  per  minute  print  speed,  4A 

300  x  300  dpi  resolution.  *"  If  Iff  R 

84  resident  fonts.  m  JUU 

£477.! 


80K  memory  buffer 
Was  £33999. 
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CITIZEN  ABC  24-IHr  Dot  1 

Matrix  Cotow  Printer 

M  tfieet  auto  iheetfeeder . 

190  rpipnnl  tpeeri  Was  ft  79  49 
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PANASONIC  2i3s 

24-fin  Dot  Matrix  Colour  Printer 

Up  to  300  cps  pnni  speed. 

Was  M99.99. 

SAVE 

£20 

SMxraxx 

£179199 

CANON  BflOSX  BubMafat 

Printer  wrtti  Auto  Sheetfeeder 

Prints  up  M  HD  qn  m  hqh  quality  node. 
Total  Separate  Selling  Pnce  124438 

SAVE 

£25 

}  &U£MKZ  , 

£219195 

APPLE  Styiewriterl 

InkJet  Printer.  360  dots  per  inch 
revolution  Indudes  12  months 
on-site  service.  Was  £319.99. 

SAVE  1 

£40 

SM£MCE 

£27999 

SIM  CITY  2000 

3.5“  Disk.  Create  youi  own  city 
in  this  Ho  i  PC  game. 

Was  £39.99. 
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Mini  Tower  PC 

33  MHz  4S6SX  processor. 
340Mb  bard  drive  and 
4Mb  RAM.  Super  VGA 
colour  monitor.  51 2Kb 
video  memory. 

Software  includes: 

MS  DCS  5.2,  .Yorks  for 
vV.~co.vs  3"~J  .7  odcv.vs 
*0"  V.C'vO'O  JC;. 
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Multimedia  Package  includes: 

Intel  4865X2/5Q  MHz  processor. 

340Mb  hard  drive  and  4Mb  RAM. 

Super  VGA  colour  monitor. 

1Mb  video  memory.  CD-ROM  drive.  ,  _ _ _ 

Integrated  speakers.  CURRYS  PRICE 

Phis  MS-DOS  6.2,  MS  Windows 
3.1  ire  Navigator.  MS  Works.  fl  f  ■  If  1 
MS  Entertainment  Sage  £ 


THE  gallantry  of  Colonel 
Richard  Basset,  who  died 
recently*  was  recognised 
when  he  was  awarded  an  MC 
and  Bar  for  service  as  a 
company  commander  in  the 
Rifle  Brigade. 

Colonel  Basset  was  not 
only  prepared  to  die  for  his 
regiment  and  country,  but 
also  for  the  right  to  eat  what 
he  fiked.  Desmond  Young,  in 
his  book  Witling  to  Travel. 
recounts  that  when  Colonel 
Basset  was  a  prisoner  in  Italy 
he  would  rather  haw  faced 
starvation  than  eat  vegetables 
—a  legacy  from  the  strictures 
of  a  nanny  who  made  him  eat 
his  greens. 

Arrangements  were  made 
for  him  to  have  daily  consul¬ 
tations  with  the  camp  psychi¬ 
atrist,  a  fellow  prisoner.  This 
had  an  unexpected  outcome: 
the  patient  was  no  happier 
eating  vegetables  but  after 
counselling,  the  psychiatrist 
would  not  touch  them  either. 
By  the  end  of  the  war  both 
had  been  transferred  hi 
Germany  and  had  suffered 
such  severe  malnutrition  that 
they  were  lucky  to  survive. 

Doctors  shonld  not  be  nan¬ 
nies  and  give  orders,  but  we 
can  make  recommendations. 
Some  of  the  soundest  advice 
we  give  is  that  it  is  as  well  to 
breakfast  like  a  king  and 
dine  like  a  pauper.  This 
refers  to  the  time  and  trouble 
devoted  to  breakfast  rather 
than  merely  its  quantity,  for  a 
regal  breakfast  should  not  be 
too  rich  in  fats.  Professor 


Tom  Sanders,  of  file  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Nutrition  at  King’s 
College  London,  said:  “To 
provide  the  traditional  Brit¬ 
ish  breakfast  has  apOy  been 
described  as  serving  a  heart 
attach  on  a  plate.* 

A  breakfast  of  bacon,  eggs, 
saasages  and  fried  bread, 
with  lashings  of  hotter  on  toe: 
toast,  increases  the  dotting 
factors  in  the  Mood  to  a 
maximum  seven  hoars  after 
breakfast — or  as  Dr  Sander?; 
said:  “Just  in  time  to  catch  the 
wary  office  worker  as  he 
battles  through  the  trafficon 
the  way  home.”  ■. 

It  is  not  certain  if  fills  hotty 
breakfast  should  be  des¬ 
cribed  as  English  rather  than 
British,  for  the  Scots  bane 
long  favoured  porridge  for 
breakfast 

Porridge  is  an  ideal  break- 
fast  food.  It  is  a  polysaccha¬ 
ride  and  hence  the  carbo¬ 
hydrate  within  it  is  slowly 
.  absorbed,  an  effect  which  is 
further  increased  by  the  pres-  - 
nice  of  a  gam  found  in  oats:  ' 
The  stow  absorption  prorides 
energy  throughout  the  morn¬ 
ing  and  discourages  the  con¬ 
sumption  of  snacks  with  the  •“ 
morning  coffee  and  foe  over-, 
generous  gin  and  tonic  taken 
to  assuage  the  banger  before 
lunch. 

If  Scots  will  allow  it  raffle 
token  with  the  porridge  pro¬ 
vides  the  extra  calcium  need¬ 
ed;  porridge  oats  served  < 
either  with  salt  or  nothing, 
tends  to  inhibit  (be  absorp¬ 
tion  of  cal  cram. 


Maneywise.  Lotus  Organiser 
and  13  CD-ROM  tides. 


SAVE  dOO  ON 
PACKARD  BELL 


Wide  choice  to  start 
the  day  healthily 


INFERNO 

CD-ROM.  Battle  to  defend  your 
solar  system  in  this  id-ti  epic. 

Was  £49  99. 

HALF 

PRICE 

-  SM£HWS 

£24.99 

DOOM!! 

Blood  and  guts  shoot  ‘etn  upl 

3  5' Disk.  Was  09.99  or 

CD-ROM.  Was  £44.99.  SAVE  ftO 

TOP 
GAMES 
TITLE  , 

SAIEWCE 

i29j9  f34s 

J5TDek  CD-ROM 

ULTIMATE 

HUMAN  BODY  cm 

A  muUitwfia  guide  to  the  human 
body  and  how  b  snorts.  Was  £7199. 

SAVE 

£10 

SUMU 

(69199 

FIRST  STEPS  Hm 

Unique  children's  guide  to  .  uXmIUu 

using  computers. 

cunrrsraKZ 

(19199 

CINEMANKA’95 

CD-ROM. 

fascinating  interactjw 
mowe  guide. 

TOP 

WOT 

TITLE 

turns  mix 

(4499 

COMIC  RELIEF  r7nA 
SCREEN  SAVER  L  /.  V 3 


HIGHSCREEN 

Mini  Tower  Multimedia  PC 
33  MHz  4865X33  processor. 
340Mb  hard  drive  and 
4Mb  RAM.  Super  VGA 
colour  monitor. 

1Mb  video  memory. 

CD-ROM  drive. 

Was-6+wg:  Was  4H49I 


FINAL  REDUCTION 


&X2/50  PC 

Intel  486SX2/S0  MHz 
processor.  340Mb  hard 
drive  and  4Mb  RAM. 
Super  VGA  colour 
monitor.  512Kb  video 
memory.  Was  £1049. 


SALE  PRICE 


ys 


OVER  180  SUPERSTORES 

PLUS  OVER  200  HIGH  STREET  STORES  NATIONWIDE 


Superstores  affir  pjirlclnij,  late  night  shopping  ■ 

Rlntj  OICT’JQO  0200  for  deLnfJj-  «our  nun 


By  Helen  Lewis 

the  importance  of  a  healthy 
start  to  die  day  is  reflected  in 
the  wide  variety  of  breakfast 
cereals  in  the  shops. 

Holland  and  Barred  sells 
own-brand  porridge  oats  at 
65p  for  SOOg  and  Jordans’s 
oats  at  £1.45  for  750g.  Waifrose 
own-brand  porridge  oats  cost 
43p  for  SOOg,  or  72p  for  1kg 
and  Sains  bury ’s  Scotch  por¬ 
ridge  oats  are  the  same  price. 

Muesli  inchid.es  Marks  and 
Spencer’s  unsweetened  brand 
at  £1.09  for  SOOg  and 
Sunwheel  Special  De-Luxe 
Muesli  at  £2.65  for  750g  at 
Harrods.  Asda  sells  its  own 
brand  at  £1.27  for  750g. 

Print  bargains  to  accompa¬ 
ny  breakfast  indude  loose  red 
plums  from  Safeway  at  59p  a 
lb,  a  saving  of  30p.  Conference 
pars  are  half  price  at 
Somerfield  at  28p  a  lb. 

Advertised  best  buys 
include: 

Asdx  four  chicken  Kiev. 

£2.99;  Straight-cut  drips.  El. 49 
for4Jb. 

Bndgeosr  easy  bakery  French 
stick.  39p;  strawberry  ice 


cream,  £139  for  2 
Dohnio  cheese 
spinach  cannelloni.  £1J 
350g;  thick-sliced  pre 
white  bread  49p  for  800* 
Harrods:  scampi  in  s. 
£2.75  for  I00g;  smoked  £ 
castles.  £325  for  lOOg. 
Iceland:  minced  steak, 
for  31b:  Sara  Lee  lemc 
double  chocolate  men 
Pie,99p. 

Mariks  and  Spencer 


tional  pot 
deep-pan 
pizza,  £2J 
Safeway: , 
tore  ched< 
lemons,  9| 
Somerfid 

totoes,  El. 
juice,  49p 


Waitros 
each;  hi 
£1.49  a  11 
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BBC  antiques  programme  claims  new  record  after  book  of  watercolours  is  uncovered  in  Brussels 

Road  Show  fan’s  ‘worthless’ 
paintings  valued  at  £300,000 


By  Marianne  Curphey 


One  of  the  watercolours  in  the  book  inherited  by  Jean  Flebus  when  he  was  15 


A  BANKER  whose  collection 
of  19th-century  watercolours  a 
London  auction  house  regard¬ 
ed  as  worthless  ten  years  ago 
has  been  told  they  could  now 
fetch  up  to  £300.000. 

The  BBCs  Antiques  Road 
Show  stumbled  across  the 
book  of  25  paintings  by  the 
Filipino  artist  Jose  Honoraco 
Lozano  during  filming  in 
Brussels  this  week.  The  feath¬ 
er-bound  volume  is  the  most 
valuable  discovery  the  pro¬ 
gramme  has  made  in  its  17- 
year  history,  eclipsing  the  1986 
find  of  a  £100,000  Victorian 
masterpiece  by  Richard  Dadd. 

The  paintings,  which  belong 
to  Jean  Flebus,  a  48-year-old 
bank  trader  and  Road  Show 
devotee,  date  from  around 
1875  and  depict  Manila  and 
the  surrounding  countryside. 
Scenes  include  a  prisoner 
being  taken  to  jail,  a  peasant 
woman  smoking,  students  in 
the  dress  of  the  day  and 
several  landscapes. 

They  were  commissioned  by 
Mr  Flebus's  great-great¬ 
grandfather.  a  traveller  and 
former  ship's  architect  who 
made  a  quick  fortune  from 


trading  in  tobacco  after  a  crop 
glut  in  the  1870s  and  lost  it 
almost  as  quickly  after  ill- 
judged  investments  in  Mexico 
and  Russia.  The  lobacco 
brand  he  set  up,  Nybros,  is 
still  available  in  Belgium. 

The  Road  Show  pro¬ 
gramme.  to  be  broadcast  on 
Easter  Sunday,  shows  Mr 
Rebus  going  pale  on  being 
told  of  the  book’s  value.  He 
gasps  and  mutters:  “Pm  flab¬ 
bergasted  1  didnt  know  it 
would  be  so  much." 

The  find  sent  a  surge  of 
excitement  through  the  an 
market.  Peter  Nahum,  a  gal¬ 
lery  owner  and  art  expert  who 
valued  the  paintings,  des¬ 
cribed  them  as  “a  very  signifi¬ 
cant  find". 

Speaking  from  Brussels  yes¬ 
terday,  Mr  Rebus  said  he  had 
queued  for  three  hours  to  have 
his  book  valued.  “When  Peter 
Nahum  caught  sight  of  the 
paintings  he  almost  ripped  the 
book  out  of  my  hand,  he  was 
so  excited,"  he  said. 

“I  had  no  idea  they  were 
worth  so  much  money.  I 
inherited  them  when  I  was  15 
but  was  not  allowed  to  touch 


Jean  and  Hilda  Flebus  with  the  book  of  paintings. 
“I  had  no  idea  they  were  worth  so  much.”  he  said 


them  until  I  married  at  24.  I 
used  to  keep  them  at  home  to 
show  friends  and  ten  years 
ago  1  took  them  to  Sotheby’s  to 
be  valued  but  they  were  not 
interested  in  buying  them." 

Mr  Rebus,  who  is  married 
with  two  children,  lives  in 
Bonheiden,  20  miles  from 


Brussels,  and  watches  An¬ 
tiques  Road  Show  every  week 
on  cable  television.  He  has  put 
the  paintings  in  a  bank  for 
safe  keeping  but  says  he 
would  consider  selling  diem. 
“They  are  of  great  sentimental 
value,  but  at  my  age  I  need  to 
be  thinking  of  my  pension." 


Mr  Nahum  said  the  market 
for  Filipino  art  had  taken  off  in 
the  wake  of  the  economic 
boom  in  Pacific  Asia.  “Lots  of 
people  in  the  art  world  would 
love  to  get  their  hands  on  these 
works,”  he  said. 

“Filipino  artists  of  the  same 
period  have  been  fetching 
around  £20.000  to  £30,000  per 
painting  at  auction.  Ten  years 
ago  they  would  have  been  of 
no  financial  interest  to  auction 
houses  because  few  people  in 
the  Philippines  had  the  re¬ 
sources  to  buy  an." 

A  spokeswoman  for 
Sotheby’s  in  London  said  the 
an  market  had  changed  in  the 
past  ten  years.  “The  judgment 
we  made  on  the  paintings 
would  be  whether  there  was  a 
market  for  them,  not  on  their 
artistic  qualities.  We  might 
have  felt  ten  years  ago  that  the 
time  was  just  not  right  for  a 
sale. 

“We  would  love  to  see  them 
again  because  there  are  an 
increasing  number  of  collec¬ 
tors  in  the  Philippines  follow¬ 
ing  the  expansion  of  the 
economy,  although  this  partic¬ 
ular  artist  is  not  one  who  has 
come  up  at  auction 
Sotheby’s  before." 
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Marriage  rates 
hit  150-year  low 


By  Jeremy  Laurance,  social  services  correspondent 


MARRIAGE  rates  have  fallen 
to  their  lowest  level  since 
records  began  150  years  ago. 
while  divorce  rates  have  risen 
to  a  new  peak,  a  report  shows. 

According  to  figures  from 
the  Joseph  Rowntree  Founda¬ 
tion.  the  number  of  people 
marrying  each  year  has  de¬ 
clined  steadily  for  the  past  20 
years,  from  17  per  1,000  popu¬ 
lation  to  11.  The  previous 
lowest  rate  —  during  the  two 
world  wars  —  was  14  per 
1,000. 

Forecasts  of  the  death  of  the 
traditional  family  are  exagger¬ 
ated,  though.  Despite  the  six- 
“fold  increase  in  divorce  since 
1961,  seven  out  of  ten  families 
are  still  headed  by  both  birth- 
parents.  The  report,  based  on 
evidence  presented  at  a  series 
of  seminars  organised  by  the 
foundation,  says  that  die  rise 
of  cohabitation  has  postponed 
rather  than  replaced  mar¬ 
riage. 

Sixty  per  cent  of  couples  live 
together  before  their  wedding 
day.  compared  with  6  per  cent 
in  the  1960s.  Most  cohabiting 
couples  marry  or  break  up 
before  having  children. 

However,  with  one  in  four 
marriages  soon  expected  to 
end  in  divorce,  and  the  rise  in 
young  single  mothers,  ques¬ 
tions  have  been  raised  about 


the  well-being  of  future  gener¬ 
ations  of  children.  The  report 
says  that  despite  political  rhet¬ 
oric  emphasising  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  family  life,  there  has 
actually  been  a  polity  drift 
away  from  recognising  the 
costs  of  parenthood. 

During  the  past  30  years  the 
tax  burden  on  a  couple  with 
two  children  under  11  has 
risen  from  9  per  cent  to  22  per 
cent,  more  than  twice  the  rise 
faced  by  single  people.  Most  of 
the  increase  occurred  before 
1979,  but  in  the  16  years  of 
Conservative  Governments 
the  tax  burden  on  families  has 
gone  up  1  per  cent  while  most 
individuals  have  had  substan¬ 
tial  tax  cuts. 

Over  the  same  period  the 
number  of  children  living  in 
families  with  less  than  half 
average  income  has  risen 
from  1.4  million  (10  per  cent)  to 
4.1  million  (32  per  cent). 

Launching  the  report.  Sir 
Patrick  Naime,  former  per¬ 
manent  secretary  at  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Health  and  Social 
Security,  said:  “The  Govern¬ 
ment  has  said  a  lot  about 
family  values  and  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  supporting  the  family. 
Hie  question  now  is  how  to 
translate  rhetoric  into  action. 
Will  they  put  their  policy 
where  their  mouth  isr 


Audio  books  for  20p 

Buy  an  audio  book  from  a 
range  of  200  Audio  Book 
Collection  titles  and  you  could 
buy  a  second  for  the  price  of 
Britain's  leading  quality  news¬ 
paper. 

Among  the  many  unabrid¬ 
ged  titles  is  Taken  On  Trust  by 
Terry  Waite  (pictured),  which 
he  reads  himself  (ABC  945  - 12 
cassettes).  Held  captive  from 
January  1987  to  November  1991,  mostly  in  solitary  con¬ 
finement,  Waite  composed  this  autobiography  in  his 
head.  It  is  a  moving  account  of  an  existence  in  which 
he  was  robbed  of 
companionship  and 
any  emotional,  physi¬ 
cal  or  mental  stimu¬ 
lation. 

Buy  Taken  On 
Trust  for  £17.95  and 
for  20p  you  could 
hear  Angela  Thome 
read  Sue  Town¬ 
send’s  The  Queen 
and  I  (ABC  889  - 
£13.65  -  8  cas¬ 
settes).  The 
people's  Repub¬ 
lican  party  has 
evicted  the  royal 

family  from  Buck-  - 

ingham  Palace  to  a  council  estate.  Aubusson  rugs 
are  cut  to  size  and  Titian  paintings  are  mounted  on 
anaglypta  walls;  when  the  Queen  cuts  her  finger  on  a 
corned  beef  can  she  has  to  wait  for  hours  to  see  an 
overworked  doctor  in  a  crowded  casualty  ward. 

To  take  advantage  of  this  offer,  collect  eight  of  the  12 
tokens  which  will  appear  over  the 
complete  the  application  form  !"tHE*S^TIMES  « 

which  appeared  in  Tuesday’s  1  - - - 

paper  (the  form  will  appear 
again  next  Tuesday).  When  you 
buy  one  of  the  200  titles  on  offer 
you  will  be  entitled  to  a  second 
audio  tape  containing  eight 
tapes  or  less  for  only  20p.  For 
inquiries,  phone  0800 136  919. 


TOKEN  4  j 


Guaranteed  Investment  Bond  (2nd  Issue). 
Minimum  25%  gross  return. 

Whoever  says  there  aren’t  any  guarantees  in  life,  doesn’t  have  a  Nationwide  Guaranteed  Investment  Bond.  It  gives  you  the 
benefits  of  your  return  being  linked  to  the  FT-SE  100  Index,  without  the  risks.  Even  if  the  worst  comes  to  the  worst,  you’ll 
get  a  minimum  25%  gross  return  at  the  end  of  the  five  year  period.  And  there’s  the  potential  for  more.  Its  a  strictly  limited 
offer.  So  if  you  want  a  risk-free  investment  linked  to  the  Stock  Market,  fill  in  the  coupon  below  for  further  details  now. 

Or  call  us  free  on  0800  30  20 10. 


^.Nationwide. 


THE  'BUILDING'  SOCIETY. 


For  a  Guaranteed  Investment  Bond  (2nd  Issue)  information  pack  return  this  coupon  to  Nationwide,  Freepost  WC1217,  Kingsbridge  Point,  Princes  Street,  Swindon  SN]  2$Z. 
(For  a  faster  reply  please  attach  a  stamp),  or  call  FREE  on  0800  30  20  10  quoting  reference  GA16.  Are  you  an  existing  Nationwide  customer?  Yes  □  No  □ 


Name  (Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss) 
Address - 


_Posrcode_ 


.Daytime  Telephone  number. 


r-St'  and  -Rnjisie'  ire  print  trade  maria  of  the  London  Stocl  Exchange  (ISEI  and  The  Financial  Times  LiouiaL  neidier  of  which  endorse  thif  produet.  The  FT-SE  100  Index  is  the  proprietary  intern  of  the  iSE  and  bis  been  licensed  for  uac  by  Nanoowide  Buttling  Society, 
rque*  paid  in  will  am  interest  from  the  dun*  working  day  (excluding  wwiends  and  Bank  Holiday;;  ifra  receipt.  I  nines  i  is  parable  ar  end  of  S  year  terra.  Rates  quoted  ore  gro»  and  basic  rate  at  will  be  deducted  unless  regiaeicd  as  eligible  ur  rearer  gross  interest. 


■FT- 

!  Cheque*  para  ro  will  am  inirresr  :re>m  me  nun;  wunuus  aav  i  reaming  wrciraas  mu  »  (.w.  «■  vn  ..  jai  iuid.  nuu  qimsu  pn»  ana  Dane  rate  at  wiu  dc  DQjuacQ  uiurss  legiaciea  as  cnpoic  ur  rearer  gross _ 

1  No  withdrawals  permined  during  S  year  Term.  Minimum  deposit  £1.000.  Nationwide  is  a  member  of  die  building  Societies  Omdudsiuan  Scheme  u»d  Subscribra  ro  rfae  Code  of  Banting  Practice.  Nationwide  Building  Society.  Nationwide  House.  Pipers  Way.  Swindon  SNJg  JNW. 
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National 

politics 

‘controls 

councils’ 

By  Ian  Murray 


Blair’s  popularity  endures  as 
Labour  strengthens  poll  lead 


PARTY  political  groups 
haw  replaced  public 
council  meetings  as  the 
place  where  decisions  are 
taken,  according  to  a  re- 


By  Peter  Riddell 

THE  public  has  formed  a 
favourable  view  of  Tony 
Blair's  qualities  as  a  leader 
who  has  a  lot  of  personality 


and  understands  the  problems 

Pr  .  _ *  foHno  Britain.  But  more 


sion  For  Local  Democracy. 

The  survey  disclosed 
that  84  per  cent  of  councils 
are  now  controlled  by  the 
major  parties  compared 
with  40  per  cent  40  years 
ago. 

According  to  the  com¬ 
mission.  Labour's  nat- 
Jonal  party’s  apparent 
fear  of  power-sharing  has 
obliged  tool  parties  to 
follow  guidelines  before 
jntwing  coalitions  to  ran 
hung  authorities. 

Conservatives  were 
found  to  work  on  a  more 
informal  basis  with  the 
parly  there  to  advise  and 
the  constituency  associ¬ 
ation  providing  the  main 
finlftiral  focus.  liberal 
Democrats  were  the  most 
enthusiastic  about  work¬ 
ing  inside  hung  councils. 


facing  Britain.  But  more 
people  now  regard  him  as 
inexperienced  than  when  he 
was  elected  Labour  leader  last 
summer. 

The  latest  MORI  poll  for 
The  Times,  undertaken  last 
weekend  before  the  launch  of 
the  Northern  Ireland  frame¬ 
work  document  confirms  the 
strong  position  of  Mr  Blair 
and  Labour.  In  contrast,  there 
is  still  no  sign  of  any  public 
reassessment  of  John  Major 
or  the  Tories.  Their  ratings 
remain  near  their  record  lows 
of  the  past  two  years. 

Labour  has  consolidated  its 
big  overall  lead  over  the  Tories 
after  the  slight  narrowing  last 
month.  Labour  has  increased 
its  rating  over  the  past  month 
from  56  to  58  per  cent,  while 
the  Tories  have  slipped  back 
from  27  to  24  per  cent  The 
Liberal  Democrats  have 


stayed  unchanged  on  14  per 
cent 

These  shifts  follow  the  pub¬ 
lic  splits  within  the  Cabinet 
over  Europe,  as  well  as  the 
warnings  about  cutbacks  in 
schools,  the  patchiness  of  the 
housing  market  and  the  fur¬ 
ther  rise  in  interest  rates. 

This  month,  MORI  has 
asked  its  twice-yearly  ques¬ 
tions  about  the  image  of  the 
main  party  leaders.  They  were 
previously  put  last  September 
just  after  Mr  Blair  became 
Labour  leader.  Since  then  the 
public  has  come  to  a  firmer 
view  about  Mr  Blair.  MORI 
has  constructed  a  leadership 
index  which  measures  the 
difference  in  the  average  of  the 
favourable  and  unfavourable 
attributes. 

On  most  of  the  positive 
attributes  such  as  being  a 
capable  leader,  more  honest 
than  most  politicians,  and 
understanding  the  problems 
faring  Britain  today,  Mr  Blair 
is  rated  more  highly  than  Mr 
Major.  He  also  scores 
low  adverse  ratings  on 
most  counts  such  as  being 


narrow  minded  or  too 
inflexible. 

The  main  exception  is  that 
the  number  regarding  him  as 
rather  inexperienced  has  risen 
from  29  to  36  per  cent  since 
last  September.  This  is  double 
the  level  for  Mr  Major.  Tory 
strategists  will  see  this  finding 
as  offering  a  chance  to  attack 
Mr  Blair  cm  the  “boy  for  a 
man's  job"  line. 

By  contrast,  Mr  Major's 
ratings  remain  low  and  have 
slipped  further  since  Septem¬ 
ber.  Tory  supporters  also  rate 
him  less  favourably,  particu¬ 
larly  on  being  good  in  a  crisis 
and  understanding  the  prob¬ 
lems  of  Britain  and  the  world. 

Despite  the  pressures  on  the 
Liberal  Democrats  in  recent 
months.  Paddy  Ashdown  re¬ 
mains  well  regarded  as  some¬ 
one  who  has  sound  judgment 
and  who  is  more  honest  than 
most  politicians. 

These  findings  tie  in  with 
the  latest  approval  ratings. 
Less  than  one  in  ten  are 
satisfied  with  the  way  the 
Government  is  running  the 
country,  while  more  than 


QMere  is  a  list  of  things  tail  . 
favourable  and  unfavourable 
that  have  beer  said  about 
various  politicians —  pick  out  ail 
;  those  statements  that  you  fed  fit 
Mr  Maior/Blair  (includes  for 
example 'capabtef.  Too  mfleriWe .  . 

:  "sound  judgment".  'understands  the 
.  problems  racing  Britain",  fourtem 
statements  in  afl) 


3* 

BLAIR 


eight  in  ten  are  dissatisfied. 
By  a  two-to-one  margin  Tory' 
supporters  are  dissatisfied. 
Mr  Major's  personal  ratings 
remain  flat  —  two  in  run  are 
satisfied  with  seven  in  ten 
dissatisfied.  Two-fifths  of  even 
the  reduced  band  of  Tory 


i n  the  s a t e  heur 

A  bio  step  r.  o  w  a  r  d : 
3  Shilier  world 


THE  RETURN  ON  INVESTMENT  BEING  ACHIEVED 
iOQO  EXT.  2311- 


Lotus 


Q  Do  you  think  a 
country  will  un  . 
nert  web*  months? 


An  expecting 
economy  to 
Improve 


20-13 

January 


17-20 

February 


Change; 


supporters  are  dissatisfied 
with  the  way  Mr  Major  is 
doing  his  job. 

MORI,  like  other  polling 
organisations,  also  adjusts  its 
regular  polling  figures  to  take 
account  of  the  reluctance  of 
some  Toiy  supporters  to  re¬ 
veal  their  voting  intentions. 
After  adjusting  the  don't 
knows  for  declared  past  votes. 
Labour  support  is  shown  at  55 
rather  than  58  per  cent  while 
the  Tory  rating  is  up  at  28 
rather  than  24  per  cent  On 
this  basis.  Liberal  Democrat 
support  is  one  point  lower  at  13 
per  cent. 

□  MORI  interviewed  a  repre¬ 
sentative  quota  sample  of 
1£I7  adults  at  I4S  ward  sam¬ 
pling  points  across  Britain, 
Interviews  were  conducted 
face-to-face  on  February  17  to 
20.  Data  were  weighted  to 
match  the  profile  of  the  popu¬ 
lation.  Voting  intention  fig¬ 
ures  exclude  those  who  say 
they  would  not  vote  fS  per 
cent},  are  undecided  (7  per 
cent)  or  refuse  to  name  a  party 
(3  per  cent). 
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succumbing  to 
economic  gloon 


By  Peter  Riddell 


THE  middle  dasses  have 
become  much  more  pessim¬ 
istic  over  the  past  month 
about  the  outlook  for  the 
economy  tins  year,  according 
to  the  MORI  pofl. 

Consequently,  the  econom¬ 
ic  optimism  Index  has  de¬ 
clined  sharply  and  now 
stands  at  hs  lowest  level  since 
flntnrrm  1992  after  sterling 
was  forced  out  of  the  Euro¬ 
pean  exchange-rate  mecha¬ 
nism  and  the  recession 
mn tinned.  The  index,  which 
measures  those  expecting  the 
economic  condition  of  the 
country  to  improve  rather 
Hum  get  worse  over  the  next 
12  months,  stands  at  minus  27 
points.  This  is  nearly  double 
last  month's  leveL 
AH  groups  have  become 
more  pessimistic,  but  die 
biggest  changes  have  been 
amongft  men,  those  tiring  in 
die  Midlands,  the  London 
area,  and  pautiadarty  among 
the  professional  middle  class¬ 
es.  The  latter  comprise 
roughly  a  sixth  of  the  public. 
Whereas  36  per  cent  of  the 
professional  middle  dasses 
last  month  believed  that  the 
economy  would  improve, 
now  just  21  per  cent  do.  There 
has  also  been  .an  above- 
average  drop  in  Tory  support 
in  this  group.  By  contrast, 
there  has  been  a  modi  small¬ 
er  change  among  unskilled 
working  dass  people.  - 
This  shift  has  occurred 
despite  farther  evidence  of 
strong  economic  growth  and 
fans  in  unemployment  Over 
tbe  month  there  was  another 
increase  in  interest  rates  plus 


Battered 
women  to 


get  more 


protection 


BATTERED  women  are  to  be 
protected  from  violent  former 
partners  under  measures  out¬ 
lined  by  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
Lord  Mackay  of  Clashfern, 
yesterday. 

Under  the  Family  Homes 
and  Domestic  Violence  Bill, 
more  people  will  be  able  seek 
a  court  order  against  being 
attacked  or  molested.  At 
present  only  spouses  or  cur¬ 
rent  partners  can  apply  for 


M  1 1  miHii  1 1  u  mN  .mM  :  nil 


which  Lord  Mackay  moved 
for  second  reading  yesterday, 
gives  couples  who  have 
separated  the  same  protection 
as  couples  still  living  together. 

People  linked  even  by  a 
loosely  defined  domestic  or 
family  relationship  may  seek 
the  protective  orders.  Those 
degible  will  include:  former 
spouses  or  partners,  people 
who  live  or  have  lived  in  the 

same  household  (excluding 
tenants,  lodgers  or  boarders), 
certain  dose  relatives  or 
others  who  have  had  parental 
responsibility  for  a  child. 

Lord  Mackay  said:  “I  am 
concerned  to  ensure  that  the 
civil  law  gives  as  much  sup¬ 
port  as  possible  to  the  victims 
of  domestic  violence,  in  part¬ 
nership  with  the  criminal  law. 
I  believe  this  Bill  will  make  a 
considerable  contribution  to 
the  interests  of  victims  of 
domestic  violence.  We  all  ap¬ 
preciate  file  damage  which 
can  be  inflicted  by  perpetra¬ 
tors  an  victims  and  their 
families." 

He  added  that  it  was  essen¬ 
tial  for  .remedies  to  be  obtain¬ 
able  quickly  in  emergencies. 
The  aim  of  the  measures  was 
to  improve  the  level  of  protec¬ 
tion,  ronove  gaps  and  anoma¬ 
lies  in  the  present  law  and 
produce  a  single  dear  and 
comprehensive  code.  The  Bill, 
which  implements  most  of  the 
reammendatfonsof  the  Law 
Commission,  would  also 
strengthen  the  powers  of  the 


farther  stories  of  redundan¬ 
cies  and  of  weaJmcssmlhe 
housing  market  There  was, 
however,  abdowaveragefe-  - 
riinii  in  optimism  among, 
thore  buying  their  homes  pa 
a  mortgage. 

Unemployment 
the  list  of  issues  z 
among  the  most  important 
firing  Britain  today,  though 
the  number  of  motions  inis 
declined  over  die  past  year 
from  over  60  per  cent  to  52 
per  cent  Not  on  the  list  are 
the  health  service  ami  law 
ami  order,  mentioned  by  36 
and  26  per cent  respectively, 
though  tiiere  has  been  a 
steady  rise  in  the  number  of 
references  to  education,  up  to 
26  per  cent  die  highest  for 
three  years.  This  follows  re¬ 
ports  of  cuts  io  sdiod  bud¬ 
gets  and  die  posrible  sacking 
of  teachers  as  a  result  of  a 
squeeze  on  cadral  Govern¬ 
ment  grants. 

The  poD  was  undertaken 
fast  weekend  before  the 
launch  of  die  Northern  Ire¬ 
land  framework  document. 
Bat  Northern  Ireland  is 
mentioned  fay  just  2  per  cent 
as  mong  the  most  important 
issues  faring  Britain  today.  | 
.  The  number  of  people  ^ 
mentioning  Europe  has  risen 
for  die  fifth  month  running  to 
25  per  cent,  its  highest  level 
since  late  1991  when  the 
Maastricht  agreement  was 
negotiated.  Tins  rise  proba¬ 
bly  reflects  the  high  profile 
arguments  within  die  Tory 
party  over  the  future  of 
Britain’s  relations  with  the 
European  Union. 


Minister 


angry  at 


summit 


confusion 


By  Michael  Bdvyon 


ACCUSATIONS  fay  Euro- 
sceptic  Tories  that  tike  For¬ 
eign  Office  has  endorsed 
plans  modelled  on  the  social 
chapter  of  the  Maastricht 
treaty  to  tackle  world  poverty 
have  been  dismissed  as  "pal¬ 
pably  untrue”  fay  Alastair 
Goodbd,  the  minister  of  state 


the  world  summit  for  social 


next  month,  Mr 


fact  a  oacKground  pa 
produced  fay  die  Enrop 
Commission. 


This  had  nothing  to  do  i 
the  controversial  social  d 
tar,  but  was  intended  a 


contribution  to  men 


states*  preparations  for 
summit  "The  paper  has 
been  discussed  by  men 
states  at  all,  and  no  for 
Council  derision  is  * 
qnired,”  Mr  GoodJtad  sai 
He  said  the  summit  vw 
development  conference 
alleviating  poverty,  crea 
jobs  and  strengthening  sc 
cohesion.  It  was  up  to  c 
country  to  deride  how  to  £ 
the  summit’s  aims.  Sev 


Whitehall  departments, 
eluding  the  Foreign  Of 
die  Overseas  Devdopu 
Administration  and  die  1 
ployment  Department, 
co-ordinating  die  Bri 
preparations,  although  ti 
is  considerable  sceptidai 
Whitehall  over .  what 
summit  can  achieve. 

However,  in  view  of 
ufome  sensitivity  of 
European  issues  in  the  ( 

Pmy>  the  F™ 

Office  has  been  an  gem 
wind  it  sees  as  ddibe 
““ffismn  between  theft 
roming  summit  orga 
fty  the  United  Nations, 
ffirtmtives  taken  by  Bras 
fo  harmonise  social  co 
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MPs  declare  all  in 
sudden  show  of 
sleaze  sensitivity 

:  By  Alice  Thomson  and  Arthur  Leath  ley 


Ml's  have  reacted  lo  two  years 
"filamaging  sleaze  olluiarions 
uv  making  even  ihdr  most 
tfpat  financial  and  leisure 
m  crests  public. 

>Jurhing  has  proved  too 
mildest  to  declare  in  the  laiesi 
K<!"isier  of  Members'  Inter- 
wj.s  for  MPs  chastened  by  the 
c»h-fi ir-quesuons  affair  and 
rdclaiiuns  of  free  holidays 
arjd  other  hospitality'. 

i\  wealth  of  complimentary 
geif  and  spons  dub  member- 
^hjpj  have  been  declared  for 
the  first  time.  Gifts  ranging 
from  pots  of  honey  to  free  car 
ptirkina  are  also  listed. 

Several  senior  Tories  who 
have  been  embroiled  in  allega¬ 
tions  of  wrongdoing  have  been 
especially  painstaking  in  de¬ 
claring  the  most  insignificant 
items.  Since  Neil  Hamilton 
resigned  lu>  a  minister  after 
alL-garions  that  he  had  a  free 
W  stfey  at  the  Paris  Ritz,  he 
appears  to  have  been  feted  by 
a  string  of  cum  panics  with 
rrps  to  the  opera  and  various 
•  prestigious  sporting  events. 
Lnder  "Gifts*'  he  lists  corpo¬ 
rate  hospitality  and.  for  the 
uninitiated,  explains:  "This 
usually  involves  tickets  to 
sporting  and  cultural  events 
plus  meals  and  drinks.' 

Tony  Blair,  the  Labour  lead¬ 
er,  joins  the  confessional  trend 
by  coyly  admitting:  “My  wife 
and  1  were  guests  of  the 
British  Phonographic  Indus¬ 
try  Ltd  at  a  charily  production 
of  Oliver."  Matty  other  entries 
reveal  similar  sensitivity  as 
MPs  strive  to  avoid  being  seen 
to  profit  from  their  positions. 

Paddy  Ashdown,  the 
Liberal  Democrat  leader,  and 
Clare  Short,  a  Labour  North¬ 
ern  Ireland  spokesman,  both 
accepted  rugs  from  foreign 
Governments.  Tony  Banks. 
Labour  MP  for  Newham 
North  West,  accepted  twelve 
,  ars  of  honey  as  an  adviser  to 
he  London  Beekeepers’ 
Association. 

;  The  occasional  invitation  to 
jflay  golf,  a  paid  day's  shoot¬ 


ing  or  a  complimentary  mem¬ 
bership  of  the  gym  used  to  be 
considered  one  of  the  unwrit¬ 
ten  perks.  Although  Alec 
Douglas-Home  would  have 
been  appalled  at  having  to 
declare  all  his  grouse  week¬ 
ends.  several  backbench  Tory 
MPs  have  suddenly,  listed  a 
series  of  such  events  with  free 
ammunition.  Andrew  Har¬ 
greaves.  Tory  MP  for  Hall 
Green,  admits  that  he  very 
occasionally  gets  invitations  to 
fishing  tournaments. 

Dame  Angela  Rum  bold  and 
her  husband  had  the  most 
exotic  trip,  courtesy  of  the 
Barbados  Tourist  Authority. 
Last  year  ten  MPs  had  test 
drives  in  new  cars,  but  this 
year  only  Antony  Steen.  Tory 
MP  for  South  Hams,  was 
invited  behind  the  wheel.  The 
car  was  an  Alfa  Romeo. 

Several  MPs  admit  that 
their  sporting  pursuits  are 
partially  funded  by  others. 
The  Tory  MP  Alan  Duncan 
and  the  former  minister  Tom 
King  have  disclosed  they  have 
been  given  free  memberships 
to  gyms.  Sir  Anthony  Grant, 
the  Tory  M  P  for  Cambridge¬ 
shire  South  West.  has.  for  the 
first  rime.  listed  a  glut  of  golf 
clubs  of  which  he  is  an 
honorary  member,  including 
the  Gog  Magog.  Meridien 
and  Heydun  dubs.  Clearly 
conscious  of  journalists’  pry¬ 
ing  nature,  he  has  also  de¬ 
clared  an  overnight  slay  at  a 
London  hoiel.  “partly  paid  for 
by  my  daughter". 

Andrew  Mackinlay.  Labour 
MP  for  Thurrock,  received  a 
small  fee  for  participating  in 
Anglia  TV’s  Quiz  of  the  year 
show  and  many  MPs  list 
occasional  media  fees. 

Emma  Nicholson.  Tory  MP 
forTorridge  &  W  Devon,  is  the 
only  member  to  list  more  than 
a  page  of  interests  but  all  of 
them  are  unpaid.  Alan  Beith. 
the  Liberal  Democrat  MP  for 
Berwick-upon-Tweed,  has  the 
second  longest  list  with  his 
consultancy  work  for  com- 


Labour  has  ‘won 


4  : 


middle  England’ 

1  By  Nicholas  Wood  and  Jill  Sherman 


l-j^RD-working.  middle-class 
scuthemers  are  flocking  to 
Ubour  in  protest  at  Tory 
ejjtremism,  Tony  Blair 
chimed  Iasi  night  as  he  re- 
ndved  his  courtship  of  middle 
Eijgland. 

a  a  rally  in  Bournemouth, 
th  Labour  leader  insisted  that 
hi  new-look  party  was  the 
vc  k  of  the  moderate,  middle- 
in  ome  majority  throughout 
th  country.  He  aimed  his 
message  at  the  market  towns 
anS  villages  of  the  shires, 
sa  ing  that  the  traditional 
Toy'  heartlands  were  switch- 
in  '  sides  because  they  felt 
rayed  by  the  Government 
tile  Labour  was  increasing¬ 
ly  in  tune  with  the  hopes  and 
feJrs  of  the  middle  classes,  the 
Ohservatives  were  becoming 
a  party  of  extremes  —  a  “wild 
party"! in  thrall  to  prejudice 
and'diEma. 

Buthis  claims  were  immed¬ 
iately  challenged  by  the 
Li  beril  Democrats,  who 
pointed  out  that  they  had  won 
all  three  of  the  Tory  seats  lost 
in  byelections  since  the  gener¬ 
al  efcction.  Diana  MaddocL 
Liberal  Democrat  victor  at 
Christchurch,  added  that  in 
the  Dorset  Euro-seat  last  June, 
the' Liberal  Democrats  had 
cone  within  a  whisker  of 
beating  the  Tories  while  Lab¬ 
our  finished  a  distant  third. 

The  rally,  attended  by  about 
1,0)0  Labour  activists,  was  the 
piriform  for  Mr  Blair's  latest 
atfcmpt  to  win  grassroots 
support  for  his  crusade  to 
dich  Clause  4.  He  wants  to 
replace  its  over-arching  com¬ 
mitment  to  state  control  of 
industry  with  a  modem  state- 
mc  it  of  Labour  values  found¬ 
ed  in  a  market  economy  and 
socal  justice.  ,  . 

'he  Labour  leader  linked 
hiscampaign,  to  be  voted  on  at 
a  special  conference  at  the  end 
of  j April,  to  his  efforts  to 
capture  the  centre  ground.  He 
sap  that  rewriting  Clause  4 
wtjuld  create  a  stronger,  more 
vibrant  party  and  win  greater 
tnjst  among  the  electorate. 

Reminding  L:* 
that  m  the 


his  audience 
South  Labour 


gained  eight  Euro-seats  in 
June  and  now  ran  or  led  more 
than  a  dozen  councils,  Mr 
Blair  said  that  the  Tories  had 
given  up  any  claim  they  had  to 
speak  for  the  people  of  Britain. 
“The  blue  map  is  turning  red. 
Majorities  of  20,000  are  no 
longer  safe.  Market  towns,  the 
suburbs,  the  new  towns  are  ail 
vulnerable." 

Even  John  Major's  own  seal 
of  Huntingdon  could  not  be 
relied  upon  to  return  a  Tory 
candidate,  he  said,  “I  don't 
know  any  place  that  can  still 
claim  to  be  a  Tory  heartland. 
The  new  Labour  party  is  back 
speaking  up  for  the  majority. 
And  it  is  because  we  speak  for 
the  majority  instead  of  a 
privileged  elite  that  Labour 
has  become  the  party  of  the 
South." 

The  young  Tories,  “a  dwin¬ 
dling  band  of  ill-disciplined 
extremists",  the  lurch  ro  the 
Right  over  Europe,  privatisa¬ 
tion  of  British  Rail,  "obscene" 
pay  rises  for  utility  bosses  and 
creeping  privatisation  of  the 
health  service  were  all  exam¬ 
ples  of  the  way  the  Conserva¬ 
tives  were  out  of  touch.  The 
Cabinet  was  being  dragged  to 
the  Right  over  Europe  by 
hardline  backbenchers,  and 
the  Prime  Minister  was  dith¬ 
ering  in  its  wake. 

Mr  Blair  said  that  total 
withdrawal  from  Europe  was 
very  much  on  the  Tory  agenda 
as  Norman  LamonL  Sir 
Rhodes  Boyson  and  the 
whipless  Tory  rebels  increas¬ 
ingly  questioned  British  mem¬ 
bership  of  the  EU.  While  the 
Prime  Minister  pandered  to 
his  anti-European  renegades, 
the  future  prosperity  of  the 
country  was  being  put  at  risk. 

New  Labour  was  providing 
the  answers  with  its  proposals 
for  partnerships  between  the 
public  and  private  sectors, 
moving  people  off  welfare  and 
into  work,  and  punishing 
crime  while  tackling  its 
causes.  “New  Labour  is  not  a 
kneei'erk  tax-and-spend  party, 
but  will  argue  about  what  we 
are  spending  on.  as  well  as 
how  much  we  spend." 


IN  PARLIAMENT 


10  agneuiiuie 
Prime  Minister  were 
/a debate  on  the  Army 
>  Nicholas  Soames.  the 
<ues  Minister,  in  the 
otes  were  held  on  the 
ames  and 

Sill  and  the  Betting, 
td  Lotteries  Ad 


TODAY;  Teresa  Gorman,  Tory 
MP  for  Bflfericay.  will  open  the 
second  reading  of  the  Refer  erv 
dum  Bill.  Nicholas  Budgen  Tory 
MP  tor  Wolverhampton  will  open 
the  second  reading  of  the 
Referendum  (Single  Currency) 
Bill. 

The  House  of  Lords  is  not 
sitting. 


panics  whose  interests  include 
colostomy  bags,  contraceptive 
implants  and  varicose  veins. 

The  new  list  also  reveals 
new  occupations  for  the  dus¬ 
ter  of  former  ministers  who 
have  lost  their  jobs  during  the 
past  two  years.  Tim  Yeo.  one 
of  the  first  ministerial  casual¬ 
ties  at  the  start  of  the  sleaze 
allegations,  lists  his  positions 
as  consultant  and  adviser  to  a 
company  operating  private 
nursing  homes  and  an  invest¬ 
ment  companies. 

David  Mellor,  who  lost  his 
cabinet  post  after  dislosures 
about  his  private  life,  lists 
consultancies  with  12  com¬ 
panies.  ranging  from  British 
Aerospace  to  Emston  Young 
chartered  accountants.  How¬ 
ever.  in  keeping  with  the 
carefully  worded  nature  of 
many  entries,  he  notes:  “F  do 
not  lobby  ministers  on  their 
behalf”  and  “1  do  not  speak  on 
behalf  of  those  clients  in  the 
Commons  or  table  questions 
related  to  their  interests.” 


Hamilton:  feted  at  the 
opera  and  various 
sporting  events 


Blair  he  and  his  wife 
were  guests  at  a  charity 
stage  musical 


Rumbold:  she  went  to 
Barbados  as  guests  of 
the  tourist  board 


Mackinlay:  was  paid 
for  taking  part  in  a 
TV  quiz  programme 


Ashdown:  accepted  t! 
gift  of  a  rug  from  a 
foreign  government 


ted  the 


Short:  also  accepted 
a  rug  bom  a 
foreign  government 


Grant  listed  series  of 
golf  dubs  of  which  he  is 
an  honorary  member 


King:  disclosed  his 
free  membership 
of  a  gymnasium 


Charge  for 
drugs  is 
fair,  says 
Major 

By  James  Landaue 


JOHN  MAJOR  yesterday  do 
fended  die  50p  rise  in  pre¬ 
scription  charges  announced 
on  Wednesday,  denying 
Opposition  claims  that  it  was 
a  tax  increase  for  die  sick. 

Hie  Prime  Minister  told 
the  Commons  at  Question 
Time  that  more  than  80  per 
cent  of  prescriptions  were 
dispensed  without  charge, 
adding:  “I  believe  it  is  fair 
that  people  who  can  afford  to 
pay  do  so."  Money  from  the 
increase  to  E525  would  not  go 
to  the  Exchequer  but  directly 
to  other  areas  of  health  care. 

Alan  Beith.  the  Liberal 
Democrat  MP  for  Berwick- 
upon-Tweed,  had  asked  what 
the  Prune  Minister  would 
say  to  those  people  whose 
incomes  were  just  high 
enough  to  disqualify  them  for 
free  prescriptions  and  those 
whose  chronic  illnesses  were 
not  on  the  qualification  list 
and  who  had  to  pay  “26  times 
more  for  a  prescription  than 
they  did  in  1979”. 

“Is  that  a  fair  rate  of 
inflation  for  such  a  vulnera¬ 
ble  group  of  people?” 
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‘Blasphemy’  boy  freed  to 
life  of  fear  in  Pakistan 


From  Christopher  Thomas  in  Lahore 


A  14-YEAR-OLD  Pakistani 
Christian  who  faced  execution 
for  blasphemy  was  cleared 
and  ordered  to  be  immediately 
freed  by  Lahore  High  Court 
last  night  But  Salamat  Masih 
focesSnost  certain  death  if  he 
returns  home  and  his  only 
hope  of  survival  seems  to  be  a 
new  life  abroad. 

Amid  scenes  of  pandemoni¬ 
um  tile  court  upheld  an  appeal 
by  Salamat  and  Rehm&t 
Masih,  44.  against  their  con¬ 
viction  an  February  9  by  a 
lower  court  on  charges  of 
blasphemy  against  the  proph¬ 
et  Muhammad.  The  pair  were 
to  have  been  hanged  on  the 
flimsy  evidence  of  an  unedu¬ 
cated  imam,  or  (prayer  leader) 
,  — -»* —  The 


with  one  mullah  screaming 
hysterically  and  hostile 
crowds  turning  on  at  least  one 
foreign  journalist  and  threat¬ 
ening  to  kill  him  with  a  knife 
on  foe  grounds  that  he  was 
presumably  a  Christian.  He 
was  rescued  by  a  lawyer,  who 
appealed:  “In  the  name  of 
God,  don't  do  it.” 

Salamat  can  never  perma¬ 
nently  return  to  his  village  of 
Raita  Dhotran,  near  Gujran- 
wala  in  Punjab.  Some  mullahs 
have  already  urged  Muslims 
to  martyr  themselves  by  en¬ 
suring  that  he  dies.  Salamars 
mother,  father,  three  sisters 
and  three  brothers,  are  in 
hiding,  in  fear  of  assassination 
by  Muslim  extremists.  The 
only  hope  for  Salamat  may  be 


side  Lahore.  All  60  or  70 
Christians  have  long  since  left 
Ratra.  Dhotran  village— popu¬ 
lation  600  —  fearing  for  their 
lives. 

The  scenes  in  the  colonial- 
era  High  Court  yesterday 
were  both  camrvaHike,  and 
sinister.  One  lawyer  behaved 
like  an  official  jester  with  an 
incomprehensible  ramble 
about  international  conspira¬ 
cies,  which  had  everyone 
laughing.  At  other  times,  with 
fundamentlist  mullahs  crowd¬ 
ing  the  room,  the  atmosphere 
became  grave.  Scores  of  police 
stood  outside  the  door,  ready 
to  intervene. 

Not  a  scrap  of  evidence  was 
submitted  by  prosecution  law¬ 
yers  to  support  allegations 


to  the  court  but  not  read  out,  is 
mysterious,  since  foe  co-ac¬ 
cused  was  an  adult  ftlitkal 
pressure  was  almost  certainly 
applied  to  foe  court  to  throw 
out  the  case,  which  has  caused 
international  condemnation. 

It  is  foe  first  time  a  child  has 
been  sentenced  to  death  in 
Pakistan  for  blasphemy,  rep¬ 
resenting  another  advance  in 
religious  intolerance. 

Salamat,  who  told  a  lower 
court  during  his  trial  that  he 
was  illiterate,  has  been  in  a 
filthy  cell  since  his  conviction  a 
week  ago,  eating  food  that  his 
lawyers  desribed  as  disgust¬ 
ing.  A  hole  in  the  wall  served 
as  a  toilet.  Salamat  was  12 
when  the  alleged  offence  hap¬ 
pened.  He  seems  to  have  beet 


religious  persecution  in  Paki¬ 
stan  and  made  a  mockery  of 
the  judicial  system,  which 
allowed  a  patently  cooked-up 
charge  to  go  ahead. 

Justice  Arif  Bhatti  ruled  that 
pieces  of  paper  containing 
blasphemous  comments  and 
thrown  into  a  mosque  were 
written  not  by  a  child  but  by 
an  experienced,  older  hand. 
The  man  should  be  brought  to 
book,  he  said. 

There  was  immediate  pan¬ 
demonium  outside  foe  court, 


of  an  international  agency. 

The  police  are  blatantly 
unwilling  to  aid  religious  mi¬ 
norities  coming  under  physi¬ 
cal  attack,  a  common 
complaint  among  foe  2  million 
Pakistani  Christians.  The 
blasphemy  case  will  worsen 
their  plight  and  doubtless 
anger  Islamic  extremists  who 
will  seek  retribution. 

The  Christian  multi-denom¬ 
inational  Church  of  Pakistan 
is  protecting  Salamars  family 
in  Gujranwala,  which  is  out- 


accused  scratched  an  offensive 
slogan  on  foe  wall  of  the 
village  mosque  and  threw  the 
pieces  of  paper  into  the  build¬ 
ing  containing  blasphemous 
statements.  Salamat  and  the 
co-accused  were  shot  and 
wounded  last  April  in  a  mur¬ 
der  attempt  outside  a  Lahore 
court;  Salamars  unde  died  in 
foe  attack. 

The  judge's  ruling  that  a 
chQd  could  not  have  written 
the  words  on  foe  slips  of 
paper,  which  were  submitted 
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THE  TIMES  n»r>AY  FEBRUARY  . 

Anti-pact 
coalition 

calls  on  . 
Arafat 


to  resign 


FROM  CMMSnrDPHER;W«^ 
IN  JERUSALEM  *L~ 


THE  Middle  East  peat# 

cess  suffered  a  serious  sed 


which  quickly  developed  a 
religious  dimension. 

Fazle  Haq,  the  grey-bearded 
imam  who  brought  the 
charges,  sat  in  the  court 
earlier  in  the  day,  expression¬ 
less  and  wrapped  in  a  brown 
blanket.  He  threw  events  into 
chaos  earlier  in  foe  week  by 
refusing  to  pursue  the  case, 
but  changed  his  mind  later  for 
no  dear  reason.  Rasheed 
Murtaza  Qureshi,  the  prose¬ 
cuting  lawyer,  accused  the 
court  of  bias. 


The  prosecuting  lawyer  objects  to  yesterday’s  proceedings  as  the  accusing  imam  looks  on 


Buthelezi 


rejects 
peace  bid 


no  point  in  such  a  meeting, 
and  that  ail  he  needed  to 
enable  a  return  to  parliament 
was  to  be  able  to  report  to  a 
special  Inkatha  congress  next 
month  foe  names  of  mediators 
and  a  time  and  a  place  for 
talks  to  begin. 


Hitler’s  tract 
in  Hebrew 


Jerusalem:  For  foe  first  time 
since  the  foundation  of  foe 
Jewish  state,  foe  Knesset  has 
sanctioned  foe  publication  of  a 
Hebrew  translation  of  Adolf 
Hitler’s  seminal  Nazi  tract. 
Mein  Kampf.  with  the  strict 
condition  that  it  appear  with 
the  literary  equivalent  of  a 
health  warning  (Christopher 
Walker  writes).  Officials  said 
earlier  translation  of  the  work 
into  Hebrew  had  been  consid¬ 
ered  too  painful  for  many, 
especially  for  the  thousands  of 
Holocaust  survivors  who 
made  their  home  in  the  Jewish 
state. 


Lange  to  quit 
after  20  years 


Wellington:  David  Lange,  foe 
former  New  Zealand  Prime 
Minister,  has  announced  that 
he  will  quit  politics  at  the  next 
election.  Mr  Lange.  52,  said 
that  after  nearly  20  years  in 
parliament  he  was  quitting 
while  he  was  ahead.  “I  feel  a 
sense  of  relief.  /Ye  come  to  foe 
end  of  a  particular  pilgrim¬ 
age,”  he  said.  It  is  better  that  I 
go  content  than  be  a  relic 
trying  to  conform  to  life  in  a 
different  fishpond.”  The  elec¬ 
tion  must  be  held  by  Novem¬ 
ber  1996.  ( Reuter j 


O  J.  Simpson 
witness  blow 


Los  Angeles  Kathleen  Bell, 
an  important  defence  witness 
in  the  OJ.  Simpson  murder 
trial,  has  said  she  will  not 
testify  unless  forced  to  by  a 
subpoena  (Giles  Whittell 
writes).  Her  allegations  of 
police  racism  underpin  de¬ 
fence  theories  of  a  frame-up. 
She  is  the  second  defence 
witness  in  as  many  weeks  to 
flinch  in  foe  face  of  what  one 
analyst  has  called  “electron 
microscope”  publicity. 


Feeding  time 
at  the  zoo 


THE  FINE  ART  OF  FURNISHING 


Sofia:  A  Bulgarian  zoo  is  to 
clow  after  37  animals  were 
eaten  by  hungry  thieves.  Thir¬ 
teen  peacocks,  ten  golden 
pheasants,  six  mountain 
goats,  and  four  sheep  were 
stolen,  slaughtered  and  eaten, 
foe  BTA  agency  said.  Four 
deer  were  let  out  and  shot  by 
poachers.  Lions  and  other 
animals  were  relocated 
earlier.  (Reuter) 


Islamic  law  helps 
to  curb  violence  in 
parts  of  Somalia 


From  Sam  Kiley  in  Mogadishu 


Cape  Town:  Chief  Mangosu- 
thu  Buthelezi.  Home  Minister 
and  leader  of  the  mainly  Zulu 
Inkatha  Freedom  Party,  has 
dashed  the  hopes  of  peace¬ 
makers  by  refusing  to  meet  the 
leaders  of  foe  other  coalition 
partners  in  foe  national  Gov¬ 
ernment  to  discuss  his  party's 


ABDI  AZIZ  levered  his  broth¬ 
er  Abdibfle’s  legs  back  and 
forth,  vainly  trying  to  pump 
feeling  into  the  limbs,  para¬ 
lysed  yesterday  when  another 
broiher  shot  him  in  foe  back. 
Bui  Abdibffe,  25,  will  never 
walk  again. 

For  now  he  lies  with  a 
plastic  tube  up  his  nose  in 
south  Mogadishu's  Digfer 
hospital.  He  may  die,  yet 
another  victim  of  a  lawless¬ 
ness  which  sees  family  squab¬ 
bles  settled  with  a  gun. 

In  the  south  of  the  Somali 
capital,  the  area  controlled  by 
General  Muhammad  Farrah 
AidM,  anarch^’  rules.  In  the 
:  north  of  foe  city  however,  as 
wdl  as  in  Merka,  50  miles  to 
the  south,  and  in  Baidoa,  115 
miles  inland,  local  residents 
have  tired  of  Somalia's  endless 
cyde  of  violence  and  revenge 
and  are  striking  bade  for 
imposing  foe  Sharia,  or  Islam¬ 
ic  law. 

The  results  have  been  spec¬ 
tacular.  Crime  figures  have 
plummeted  and  the  power  of 
the  country’s  warlords  now 
looks  under  greater  threat 
than  at  any  time  during  the 
presence  of  foreign  peacekeep¬ 
ing  forces,  the  last  of  whom 
leave  next  week. 

The  Sharia  was  imposed  on 
north  Mogadishu,  hideout  of 
Ali  Mahdi  Muhammad,  Gen¬ 
eral  Aidid’s  nemesis,  last  Au¬ 
gust  Since  then  an  Islamic 
court  has  presided  over  the 


execution  by  stoning  of  three 
men  for  rape  or  murder,  eight 
amputations  of  the  right  hand 
and  left  foot  for  armed  rob¬ 
bery.  five  hand  amputations 
for  theft  and  hundreds  of 
floggings  for  crimes  such  as 
drinking  during  Ramadan. 

Since  the  imposition  of 
Sharia  law,  Mr  Ali  Mahdi  has 
been  forced  to  send  the  wild 
bandits  that  formed  his  militia 
out  of  town  and  throw  his  lot 
in  with  the  Islamic  elders.  The 
alternative  is  obscurity. 

General  Aidid  yesterday 
also  saw  the  writing  on  foe 
wall  His  bi-weekly  anti- 
American  demonstration,., 
usually  an  opportunity  for  his 
mobs  to  vent  their  xenopho¬ 
bia,  was  transformed  into  an 
Islamic  fundamentalist  prayer 
session  with  scares  of  children 
holding  up  hand-painted  ■Ko¬ 
ranic  tablets. 

The  leader  of  foe  Sharia 
movement.  Shaikh  Sharif 
Shaikh  Muhadin,  60,  insisted 
yesterday  that  the  movement 
was  not  fundamentalist  and 
was  not  receiving  backing 
from  extremist  Islamic  states. 
“We  have  no  desire  to  force 
others  to  convert,"  he  said. 

For  Abdi  Aziz,  the  Sharia 
cannot  come  too  soon  to  south 
Mogadishu.  “Of  course  we 
should  have  Sharia  here,”  he 
said,  touching  the  numb  soles 
of  his  brother's  unfeeling  feet 
“If  we  don’t  have  it.  then  the 
agony  will  continue.” 


estihians  lslairikjStffj^/  •" 

pounced  foe  formation  c#fhf 
first  Arab  coalition  in  i  fee  / 
occupied  West  Bank  to  office 
foe  17-tnanfo  old  sceonrpe-  : 
tween  Israel  and  the  Patelne 
liberation  Organisation.  '•» 

'  The  leader  of  the  new^c&S-r 
ticrn,  Bassam  al-Shakaa.'jhfi  - 
former  Mayor  of  NaHuipd: 
it  was  calling  for  the  iriffiEifi- 
ate  end  to  the  peaarifel 
signed  in  WasMngtan  iaScp-  - 
tonber  1993  and  foe  resigna¬ 
tion  of  Yassir  Arafat.foeFLO 
chairman.  *. 

The  formation  of  the  lew 
group  was  regarded  by;  Ipfo 
Israeli  and  Palestinian  nffiri-  . 
als  as  a  serious  btowEtiiMr  .*' 
Arafat  He  is  facing  nramong  W 
pressure  inside  the  PLOJto 
strap  the  accord  after  an  eigpK  ; 
month  delay  in  implemertiig 
the  second  stage  to  exteta 
autonomy  to  the  rest  of  tie 
West  Bank  outside  foe  tay 
Jericho  enclave.  j 

Mr  .al-Shakaa,.  who  kst 
both  legs  in.  a  boobjMrapred 
bomb  planted  in  bis  car  py 
Jewish  extremists  in  . 

the  aim  of  foe  new  grouping 
was  ©“reunify  the  P^estinito  ‘ 
people  under  one  leadership . . 
and  one  institution  after  the 
PLO  lost  its  title  of  representa¬ 
tive  of  all  Palestinians-: 

The  latest  challenge  to  Mr 
Arafat's  leadership  came  after . 
half  foe  ruling  executive  com- _ 
mlttee  of  the  PLO  boycotted  an 
emergency  session  held  in 
Cairo  as  a  protest  against  foe 
continuation  ofthe  deadlocked 
peace  talks.  Even  within 
Fatah,  foe  backbone  of  foe 
new  administration  in  Gaza 
and  Jericho,  frustration  is 
growing  at  foe  refusal  of  Israel 
to  continue  with  foe  withdraw 
al  of  its  forces,  repeated  clo¬ 
sures  of  the  areas  following 
bomb  attacks  and  cJwjgmifd 
Jewish  settlement  buffeting.  ■ 


tioos,  I  think  that  would  be  a 
small  step.?  said  Mr  d- 
Shakaa,  64.  who  is  regarefed 
as  pro-Syrian  imhis  polites 
and  mmmimris  a  strong  per¬ 
sonal  following.  He  darned 
the  formation  of  the  24-men- 
ber  Palestinian  Aufhoriy. 
which  now  runs  Jericho  aid 
Gaza;  was  illegal  in  terms  of 
foe  FLO’S  normal  deriskn- 
making  processes. 

Palestinian  sources  said  he 
new  group,  which  did  tot 
indude  members  of  Fatah  or 
Hamas,  the  Islamic  Reris- 
tance  Movement,  was  foe  first 
in  the  West  Bank  to  forri  a 
coalition  publicly  opposed  to 
the  peace  process.  ,  "  .  f 

In  Cairo.  Egyptian  andjs- 
raeli  leaders  raffed  to  resdve 
wide  differences  over  Israel'S 
continuing  refusal  to  signfhe 
Nuclear  Nonproliferation 
Treaty.  Shimon  Peres,  the 
Israeli  Foreign  Minister,  de¬ 
cided  to  fly  home  wiforat  a 
second  meeting  with  Egyjfs 
President  Mubarak. 


New  Image  Laser  Eye  Centre  provides 
help  for  those  with  short-sight  \  I 


The  experience  and 
knowledge  of  leading 
eye  surgeons  from 
around  the  world, 
combined  with  the 
latest  laser  technology 
can  now  give  people 
with  short  sight  an 
alternative  to  spectacles 
and  contact  leases. 

Over  100,000  people 
now  find  themselves 
less  dependent  on 
spectacles  and  contact 
lenses  so  that  they 
can  perform  everyday 
activities  with  total 
confidence,  thanks  to 
a  proven  treatment 
that  can  correct  the 
problem  of  myopia  or 
short-  sightedness. 

The  New  Image 
Laser  Eye  Centre  is 
London  is  equipped  with 
foe  Summit  OmniMed 
Laser  System  -  the 
only  laser  to  have 
been  recommended 

for  approval  by 
foe  American  FDA 
Ophthalmic  PaneL 

A  trained  clinical 
optometrist  and 
consultant  ophthal¬ 


mologist  conduct  a 
thorough,  free  exam¬ 
ination  and  counselling 
to  ensure  patients  are 
suitable  for  treatment 
and  offered  the  ultimate 
in  eye  care. 

The  treatment.  PRK. 


pern 

gep11 

cuts 


(Pbotorefractive 
Keratectomy  ), 
is  clinically  precise, 
using  the  computer 
controlled  laser  to 
Skilfully  reshape  the 
cornea.  The  treatment 
itself  takes  up  to  30 
seconds  and  is  painless. 
However,  you  may  need 
follow  np  treatment 

and  experience  some 
discomfort  afterwards. 

“We  can  currently 
treat  people  with  mi  Id 
to  moderate  levels 
of  short-sight'*,  said 
clinical  optometrist  Sue 
Paul,  “Anyone  over 
the  age  of  21  with 
a  stable  prescription 
and  healthy  eyes  can 
usually  be  treated. 
There  is  no  upper  age 
limit  and  we  have 
achieved  a  high  level  of 
success.  During  the 


Eye  Oomirumans  of  dte  highest  sunward 

free  consultation,  we  The  session  i 
discuss  thoroughly  an  introduction 

with  each  client  how  procedure,  a  tou 

the  treatment  actually  the  Centre,  an 

works  and  could  tunity  to  meet  j 

benefit  them.  We  assess  who  have  been 

their  suitability  and  and  time  to 

explain  the  compre-  with  your  inti 

hensive,  all-inclusive  .  questions,  “We 
after  care  programme."  dear  up  some 


FREE  OPEN 
MEETINGS 


New  Image  Laser 
Eye  Centre  are  holding 
an  informal,  free 
Open.  Meeting  on 
Wednesday  1st  March  at 
530pm  to  explain  the 
successful  development 
of  laser  eye  treatment 


an  introduction  to  fo 
procedure,  a  tour  rouni 
the  Centre,  an  oppor 
tunity  to  meet  patienti 
who  have  been  treated 
and  time  to  dea 
with  your  individua 
questions,  “We  aim  Jc 
dear  up  some  of  tfce 
foystery",  says  Sue  PaiL 
If  you  would  life 
more  information.  <£ 
to  attend  one  of  otr 
next  free  Meeting;, 
phone  Sue  Heath  - 
0 1  7  I  -  92  9  2020. 
or  return  foe  coupon. 
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Laser  Treatment  for  Short  Sight 


Now.  in  London,  y; 

without  c!,t.: 
It’s  fast  *  ItV-  Go'y 


can  hove  norma'  sight 
,'s  ocnverVent  *  It's,  prr.-v 


And  it’s  .-fforuanie 


0171-929  2020 


Mew  Image  Laser  Eye  Centre,  Plantation  House, 

31  -  35,  Fenchurch  Street,  London.  EC3P.1  3DX. 

Canicn  also  ot  Edinburgh  Ofol  22 0  2040  and  Birmingham  0121  711  2040 
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Democrat  fury  as 
Republicans  try  to 
cut  school  meals 


ALMOST  nothing  in  the  Re- 
publicans’  Contract  With 
America  has  caused  such  a 
furore  as  their  latest  attempt  to 

2?!?*  u,S  Govemmenrs 
school-lunch  programme  and 
to  send  lump  sums  to  the 
states  to  feed  children. 

The  shift  is  pan  of  the 
Republicans’  wide  budgef-cut- 
hng  plans  to  curb  numerous 
programmes  of  benefit  to  the 
poor  and  elderly. 

Democrats  erupted  with 
nny  as  they  saw  years  of  their 
social  legislation  under  threat, 
but  they  were  particularly 
worried  thar  cute  to  school 
meals  and  supplemental  food 
stamps  for  pregnant  and 
breast-feeding  women  would 
lead  to  a  reduction  of  adequate 
nutrition  standards. 

They  angrily  remembered 
how  President  Reagan's  Ad¬ 
ministration  had  tried  to  des¬ 
ignate  tomato  ketchup  as  a 
vegetable  during  an  earlier 
attempt  to  economise  on 
school  lunches.  At  the  White 
House  and  on  Capitol  Hill. 
Democrats  brandished  ketch¬ 
up  bottles  for  the  cameras  as 
they  complained  that  Republi¬ 
cans  were  “taking  meals  from 
our  kids". 

Some  25  million  lunches 
and  six  million  breakfasts  are 
served  free  or  at  cut  rates  in 
90.000  Americans  schools. 
Any  parents  who  are  poor  or 
earning  less  than  $27,000 
(£17.400)  per  couple  qualify  for 


From  Ian  Brodie  in  Washington 
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the  programme,  which  began 
in  1946  amid  concerns  about 
nutrition  with  so  many  young 
men  failing  their  physical 
exams  for  conscription  during 
the  Second  World  War. 

There  was  an  immediate 
improvement  in  school  atten¬ 
dance,  health  and  classroom 
marks.  Even  Richard  Nixon,  a 
strong  Republican,  expanded 
the  programme  after  being 
convinced  that  hunger  was 
keeping  children  from 
learning. 

Democrats  tried  to  slow  the 
changes  yesterday  by  tying  up 
the  proceedings  of  a  congres¬ 
sional  committee.  President 
Clinton  joined  in  the  argu¬ 
ment,  saying:  “An  old  conser¬ 
vative  adage  used  to  be.  ‘If  it 
ain’t  broket  don’t  fix  it.’  Here's 
a  programme  that  has  done  a 
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Clinton:  “If  it  ain’t 
broke,  don't  fix  it” 


world  for  good  for  millions  of 
children  and  Ir  would  be  a 
terrible  mistake  to  gut  it.” 

Republicans  denied  Demo- 
crats’  claims  that  the  proposal 
legislation  would  put  an  end  to 
national  nutrition  standards 
or  that  states  looking  for  ways 
to  save  money  would  cut 
comers  on  menus.  To  the 
contrary,  they  said,  meals 
would  be  better  under  local 
supervision  and  schools 
would  be  spared  the  burden¬ 
some  paperwork  involved  in 
being  part  of  the  federal 
scheme. 

The  Republicans,  looking 
for  cuts  of  up  to  $15  billion  also 
targeted  youth  training,  schol¬ 
arships.  fuel  subsidies  for  the 
elderly  and  spending  on  ur¬ 
ban  parks.  The  National  En¬ 
dowment  Iot  the  Humanities 
and  the  National  Endowment 
for  the  Arts,  each  lost  $5 
million.  The  Corporation  for 
Public  Broadcasting,  the  par¬ 
ent  of  America's  non-commer¬ 
cial  radio  and  television,  lost 
15  per  cent  of  its  government 
grant,  with  deeper  cuts 
planned  for  the  following 
year.  All  the  cuts  have  yet  to 
pass  the  powerful  main  Ap¬ 
propriations  Committee  and 
then  be  debated  on  the  floor  of 
the  House.  By  protesting  now. 
Democrats  are  hoping  they 
can  whip  up  enough  public 
support  to  force  the  Republi¬ 
cans  into  having  second 
thoughts. 


Moment  of  impact:  Greg  Louganis  hits  the  diving  board  at  the  Seoul  Olympics 


Olympic  diver  ends 
silence  over  Aids 

From  James  Bone  in  new  york 


FINAL  ebrSot 


GREG  LOUGANIS.  the 
American  diver  who  won  gold 
medals  in  springboard  and 
platform  diving  at  two  consec¬ 
utive  Olympics,  is  suffering 
from  Aids. 

In  a  new  book,  he  says  be 
was  “paralysed  by  fear”  when 
he  gashed  his  head  on  the 
board  and  spilled  blood  into 
the  pool  at  the  1988  Seoul 
Olympics. 

The  American  athlete  an¬ 
nounced  at  the  Gay  Games 
last  summer  that  he  was 
homosexual,  and  has  since 
spoken  out  against  anti-gay 
discrimination.  His  autobiog¬ 
raphy.  Breaking  the  Surface, 
gives  an  account  of  his  long 
struggle  with  the  HIV  virus, 
which  causes  Aids,  which  he 
kept  secret  from  fans  and 
sports  authorities. 

He  becomes  the  latest  in  a 
succession  of  sporting  celebri¬ 
ties  —  including  Arthur  Ashe, 
the  late  former  Wimbledon 
champion  and  Magic  John- 
soa  the  basketball  star  —  to 
disdose  that  they  were  infect¬ 
ed  with  HIV. 

Mr  Louganis.  35.  said  in  an 
interview  on  ABC  television 
that  he  tested  positive  for  HIV 
six  months  before  the  1988 
Olympics,  when  be  found  out 
that  his  companion  was  dying 
of  Aids.  He  began  treatment 
with  the  drug  A2TT,  taking 


powerful  doses  every  four 
hours.  On  the  advice  of  his 
coach  and  doctor,  he  kept  his 
condition  secret  and  smug¬ 
gled  drugs  into  the  team's 
lodgings  in  Seoul. 

During  a  preliminary 
round,  he  hit  his  head  on  the 
springboard  as  he  attempted 
a  reverse  two-and-half  pike, 
opening  a  two-inch  wound 
that  required  five  stiches. 

“I  heard  this  big  hollow 
thud,  and  then  I  found  myself 
in  the  water  ..."  he  said  "I 
didn’t  know  if  1  was  cut  or  not 
But  I  just  wanted  to  hold  the 
blood  in.  or  just  not  anybody 
touch  it" 

Looking  gaunt,  be  told  the 
interviewer  he  thought  the 
blood  would  be  diluted  by  the 
water  and  that  the  virus 
would  be  killed  by  chlorine — 
a  view  endorsed  by  doctors. 

“I  was  stunned"  he  said 
“What  was  going  on  in  my 
mind  was.  ’Do  1  say  some¬ 
thing?’  This  has  been  an 
incredibly  guarded  secret 
You  could  throw  the  competi¬ 
tion  into  a  state  of  alarm. 
Even  more  so  than  just  hav¬ 
ing  hit  my  head  on  a  board.  I 
was  paralysed  by  fear.” 

James  Puffer,  the  poolside 
doctor  who  stitched  the 
wound  without  using  protec¬ 
tive  gloves,  said  he  only  learnt 
of  Mr  Louganis’s  condition 


Louganis:  champion 
at  two  Olympics 

Mien  the  diver  wrote  to  him 
last  year.  Now  a  professor  of 
family  medicine,  be  said  he 
had  tested  negative  for  the 
virus,  and  believes  he  was 
never  at  risk. 

Mark  Bradshaw,  the  diver 
who  followed  Mr  Louganis  in 
the  competition,  said  he  also 
considered  the  chances  of 
infection  “highly  remote”. 
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Tenacious  Texan  joins 
1996  presidential  race 

FRom  Martin  Fletcher  in  Washington 
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for  details. 
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PHIL  GRAMM  today  be¬ 
comes  the  first  Republican 
formally  to  declare  his  candi¬ 
dacy  in  next  year’s  presiden¬ 
tial  race.  On  the  face  of  it.  he  is 
one  of  the  more  unlikely  men 
ever  to  seek  America’s  highest 
office. 

The  conservative  Texas  sen¬ 
ator  is  untouched  by  glamour, 
charisma  or  good  looks.  He  is 
mean,  caustic  and  overbear¬ 
ing,  and  loathed  by  congres¬ 
sional  colleagues.  The  elector¬ 
ate’s  initial  reaction  is  likely  to 
be  the  same  as  his  wife's  when 
he  virtually  proposed  at  their 
very  first  meeting  —  “Yuck". 

Mr  Gramm  in  fact  married 
Wendy,  a  Korean-American. 
three  proposals  and  six  weeks 
later.  He  has  a  history  of 
achieving  seemingly  impossi¬ 
ble  goals,  and  only  the  foolish 
would  dismiss  his  quest  for 
the  biggest  prize  of  all. 

Mr  Gramm  is  vastly  ambi¬ 
tious  and  tenacious,  and  su¬ 
premely  well  prepared  with  a 
formidable  war  chest  He  has 
superb  political  instincts, 
boldly  launching  a  crusade 
against  President  Gin  fan's 
bureaucratic  healthcare  plan 
just  when  it  seemed  most 
popular.  Above  all.  the  mess¬ 
age  of  minimal  government  he 
has  expounded  for  two  de¬ 
cades  is  suddenly  all  the  rage. 

The  new  Republican  Con¬ 
gress  vows  to  balance  the 
budget  Mr  Gramm  forced 
through  legislation  to  do  that 
ten  years  ago.  The  Gramm- 
Rudman  law  was  discarded  in 
1990  as  politically  too  painful; 
now  infinitely  greater  spend¬ 
ing  cute  are  needed. 

Polls  show  Robert  Dole,  the 
Senate  leader,  as  the  strong 
favourite  for  the  Republican 
nomination,  but  conservative 
party  activists  determine  the 
nominee.  They  regard  Mr 
Dole  as  a  moderate,  not  a 
revolutionary,  a  man  who  has 
spent  34  years  in  Washington 
and  basically  believes  in  gov¬ 
ernment.  Mt  Gramm's  cry  is 


that  he  was  “conservative 
before  conservative  was  cool”. 

He  was  bom  52  years  ago  in 
Columbus,  Georgia,  the  son  of 
an  army  sergeant  disabled 
soon  after  his  birth  by  a 
serious  heart  attack.  His 
mother  worked  double  shifts 
to  make  ends  meet  The  young 
Gramm  mowed  Lawns,  deliv¬ 
ered  newspapers  and  returned 
old  bottles  to  earn  extra  cash. 

Neither  parent  was  educat¬ 
ed,  but  Mr  Gramm’s  mother 
pushed  him  into  the  city’s  best 
school.  He  performed  wretch¬ 
edly  so.  when  his  father  died, 
she  used  his  life  insurance  to 
send  the  boy  to  Georgia  Mili- 


Gramm:  untouched  by 
charisma  or  good  looks 

tary  Academy,  a  tough  private 
school  where  he  blossomed. 

He  won  an  economics  de¬ 
gree  and  a  PhD  from  the 
University  of  Georgia  in  six 
years  —  and  also  five  Vietnam 
draft  deferments  which  could 
now  prove  an  electoral  liabil¬ 
ity.  He  began  teaching  at 
Texas  Agricultural  and  Me¬ 
chanical  Liniversity.  became  a 
foil  professor  by  30.  and 
started  weighing  a  political 
career.  He  sent  hundreds  of 
letters  to  groups  across  Texas 
offering  himself  as  a  speaker. 
Only  one  small  Lions  Club 
took  him  up.  But  in  his 
audience  of  13  was  a  self- 
employed  printer  called  Dick¬ 


ey  Flatt,  a  man  he  has  since 
extolled  as  a  model  of  the 
honest  worker  whose  earnings 
are  being  increasingly  pur¬ 
loined  by  a  profligate,  intru¬ 
sive  government. 

Mr  Gramm  asks  of  every 
new  federal  programme  if  “the 
benefits  of  this  are  worth 
taking  money  away  from 
Dickey  Flat*  to  pay  for?  Not  a 
lot  of  programmes  can  with¬ 
stand  tfie  Dickey  Flatt  test” 

The  senator's  enemies  call 
this  rank  hypocrisy.  They 
point  out  that  fie  has  been  on 
the  government  payroll  since 
the  day  he  was  bom,  as  a 
soldier’s  son,  scholarship  stu¬ 
dent,  university  academic  and 
congressman,  and  that  he  has 
always  fought  vigorously  for 
multibillion-doUar  space  and 
defence  programmes  that  ben¬ 
efit  Texas.  “He’S  one  of  the 
biggest  hogs  at  the  trough,"  a 
former  congressional  col¬ 
league  said. 

But  Mr  Gramm’s  fiscal 
conservatism  is  genuine,  his 
cultural  conservatism  more  , 
expedient.  He  won  his  Senate 
seat  in  1984  by  savaging  his 
Democratic  opponent  for  re¬ 
ceiving  an  unsolicited  $500 
(£330)  donation  from  a  gay 
group’s  male  strip  show.  His 
own  television  advertisements 
showed  him  happily  baiting 
with  his  wife  and  two  sons. 

Mrs  Gramm  later  became 
head  of  the  powerful  Com¬ 
modity  Futures  Trading  Com¬ 
mission  and  a  considerable 
asset  to  her  husband.  Were  he 
to  reach  the  White  House,  she 
would  be  America’s  first  non- 
Caucasian  First  Lady. 

The  Clinton  White  House  is 
privately  rooting  for  him  to 
win  the  Republican  nomina¬ 
tion.  One  insider,  referring  to 
the  arch-conserative  Republi¬ 
can  nominee  slaughtered  by 
Lyndon  Johnson  in  1964,  con¬ 
fided:  “They  see  him  as  the 
Barry  Goldwater  of  “96.  so 
extreme  that  the  public  just 
wont  buy  him." 


Peru  denies  ceasefire  breach 


Lima:  President  Fujimori  of 
Peru  blamed  Ecuador  for 
renewed  fighting  in  a  border 
dispute  and  strongly  denied 
his  country  was  ignoring  a 
ceasefire  agreement  signed 
last  week. 

His  statement  followed 
charges  by  Quito  that  Peru 
had  regrouped  its  troops  dur¬ 
ing  the  ceasefire  and  was 
attacking  Ecuadorean  border 
posts  in  the  Amazonian  re¬ 
gion  contested  by  the  two 
sides  militarily  since  last 


month.  Ecuador  has 
anounced  a  special  meeting  of 
the  Organisation  of  American 
States  permanent  council  in 
Washington  to  discuss  al¬ 
leged  ceasefire  violations. 

In  a  television  interview, 
Senor  Fujimori  said  Peruvian 
troops  surrounding  the  bor¬ 
der  post  at  Tiwintza  had  come 
under  artillery  fire  and  that 
the  Ecuadorean  Army  was 
"ttying  lo  recuperate  that  zone 
or  secure  a  better  position”  in 
defiance  of  of  a  peace  declara¬ 


tion  signed  last  Friday  in 
Brasilia.  Despite  the  renewed 
hostilities  Sector  Fujimori 
called  on  an  advance  team  of 
international  ceasefire  moni¬ 
tors  expected  soon  on  the 
Peruvian  side  of  the  bottler 
“to  trust  the  goodwill  of  both 
sides,  especially  Peru,  to  com¬ 
ply  with  the  agreement". 

The  monitors  Dew  to  the 
disputed  border  area  on  Wed¬ 
nesday,  visiting  the 
Ecuadorean  military  post  of 
Coangos.  (AFP) 
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Election  politics  blamed  for  Paris  spy  leak 

Washington  set  to  resist 
order  to  recall  diplomats 


THE 


From  Martin  Fletcher  in  Washington  and  Adam  Sage  in  paris 


THE  Clinton  Administration 
is  unlikely  to  comply  with  the 
French  request  that  it  with¬ 
draw  all  of  the  four  American 
mbassy  officials  in  Paris  ac¬ 
cused  of  political  and  econom¬ 
ic  espionage.  A  senior  US 
official  predicted  that  the  two 
CIA  officers  who  were  posing 
as  diplomats  would  be  quickly 
withdrawn,  but  the  other  two. 
the  openly  acknowledged  CIA 
station  chief  and  his  deputy, 
would  remain  until  their  post¬ 
ings  expired. 

France  has  not  expelled  the 
Americans.  It  has  “recom¬ 
mended"  that  they  leave  the 
country,  a  formulation  mak¬ 
ing  it  unlikely  that  the  United 
States  would  retaliate  by  or¬ 
dering  French  embassy  offici¬ 
als  to  leave  Washington.  By 
withdrawing  only  two  of  the 
four  the  Administration  would 
acknowledge  some  guilt  but 
also  underscore  its 
displeasure. 

The  New  York  Times  yester¬ 
day  said  the  French  action  had 
"plunged  relations  between 
the  two  countries  into  one  of 
the  strangest  crises  of  their 
history”.  The  Los  Angeles 
Times  called  it  “the  most 
serious  espionage  rift  between 


the  two  allies  in  nearly  20 
years". 

On  Wednesday  night  the 
Administration  made  its  an¬ 
ger  abundantly  clear  with  a 
statement  calling  the  leak 
unwarranted  and  the  French 
conduct  “inconsistent  with  the 
approach  that  allies  have  tak¬ 
en  to  resolve  sensitive  mat¬ 
ters".  Yesterday  it  sought  to 
lower  the  temperature,  noting 
that  the  French  had  “backed 
way,  way  back  in  their 
accusations" 

US  officials  privately  con¬ 
ceded  that  “we  got  caught  with 


Juppe  “Scandalised” 
at  leak  to  the  press 


our  hands  in  the  cookie  jar". 
But  they  said  the  French 
conducted  far  more  commer¬ 
cial  espionage  in  America 
than  the  United  States  did  in 
France.  They  also  accused  the 
French  Government  of  delib¬ 
erately  leaking  this  story  in  an 
attempt  to  divert  attention 
from  a  phone-tapping  scandal 
engulfing  the  Prime  Minister. 
Edouard  Ballad ur. 

Hie  controversy  was  last 
night  moving  to  the  centre  of 
France’s  presidential  election 
campaign.  The  French  press 
also  speculated  yesterday  that 
die  affair  had  been  deliberate¬ 
ly  leaked  by  a  Government 
keen  to  turn  attention  from  its 
own  problems. 

Diplomats  said  spying  was 
relatively  common,  even  be¬ 
tween  allies  such  as  France 
and  the  United  States,  but  that 
the  resulting  disputes  were 
usually  dealt  with  discreetly.  It 
was  unprecedented  for  such 
claims  to  be  made  public,  as 
they  were  by  Le  Monde. 

In  a  report  on  Wednesday, 
later  confirmed  by  the  French 
Government,  the  newspaper 
said  four  diplomats  —  a  coun¬ 
sellor.  two  first  secretaries  and 
a  second  secretary  —  and  a 


End  of  Cold  War  leaves 
CIA  in  search  for  a  role 


From  Ian  Brodie  in  Washington 


HAS  the  CIA  become  a  com¬ 
mercial  spying  operation? 
The  answer,  according  to 
Washington  officials  yester¬ 
day,  is:  not  exactly. 

The  question  of  just  what 
the  CIA  has  been  up  to  since 
the  Gold  War  is  now  an  issue 
of  public  debate.  The  spy  row 
provoked  heated  criticism 
from  past  and  present  intelli¬ 
gence  officers  that  it  was 
France,  after  alL  that  had  set 
the  pace  in  the  new  game  of 
trade  espionage.  Besides. 
these  officials  said,  collecting 
economic  data  had  always 
been  a  legitimate  goal  for 
intelligence  services. 

For  ail  the  rhetoric  the 
Clinton  Administration  and 
Congress  have  yet  to  clarify 
just  how  much  the  CIA 
should  be  engaged  in  com¬ 
mercial  spying  and  how  much 
the  national  interest  is  served 
when  set  against  the  risk  of 
upsetting  allies. 

The  subject  will  be  studied 
in  detail  by  a  presidential 
commission  that  was  formed 
recently  to  evaluate  the  entire 
role  and  mission  of  the  intelli¬ 
gence  community  in  the  post- 
Cold  War  era. 

The  Americans  insist  that 
they  draw  a  fine  but  signifi¬ 
cant  distinction  between  the 


way  they  engage  in  economic 
spying  compared  to  France. 
Japan  and  several  other  coun¬ 
tries.  Officials  said  CIA 
agents  do  not  steal  propri¬ 
etary  secrets  to  pass  along  to 
private  companies.  Rather. 
the  CIA  simply  seeks  informa¬ 
tion  to  enable  the  American 
Government  to  help  Ameri¬ 
can  businesses  compete  on  a 
level  playing  field. 

In  the  latest  kerfuffle,  the 
CIA  agents  accused  of  bribing 
French  officials  were  appar¬ 
ently  trying  to  discover 
France's  negotiating  strategy 
in  the  General  Agreement  on 
Tariffs  and  Trade  talks  at 
which  the  French  Govern¬ 
ment  was  stubbornly  resisting 
the  removal  of  agricultural 
subsidies  and  blocking  the 
marketing  of  American  films 
and  television  programmes  in 
France. 

This  could  be  said  to  fall 
under  the  heading  of  pursu¬ 
ing  national  economic  inter¬ 
ests.  Less  clear  is  the  other 
French  allegation  that  CIA 
agents  recruited  a  technician 
with  France  Telecom  to  leant 
technical  details  and  struc¬ 
tures  about  its  telecommuni¬ 
cations  network  overseas.  Did 
this  amount  to  trying  to  pilfer 
commercial  secrets?  Or  did  h 


fall  into  a  grey  area?  James 
Woolscy.  who  resigned  last 
month  as  CIA  director,  has 
admitted  that  determining 
how  far  the  agency  should  go 
in  economic  espionage  is  “the 
hottest  current  topic  in  intelli¬ 
gence  policy".  It  was  he  who 
declared  that  the  CIA  would 
not  share  commercial  secrets 
with  the  private  sector. 

Mr  Woolsey  was  supported 
by  Robert  Gates,  his  predeces¬ 
sor  at  the  CIA.  who  asserted 
(hat  the  US  intelligence  com¬ 
munity  "does  not.  should  not 
and  will  not"  engage  in  indus¬ 
trial  spying.  That  leaves  the 
question  of  what  else  should 
the  CIA’s  22.000  employees  be 
doing.  Mr  Woolsey  promised 
that  the  agency  would  keep 
watch  on  those  who  spy  on 
US  companies  or  bribe  their 
way  to  obtain  contracts,  to  the 
disadvantage  of  US  workers. 

The  CIA  think  it  has  discov¬ 
ered  an  example  of  unfair 
bidding  last  spring,  and  al¬ 
leged  that  the  French  were 
bribing  Brazilian  officials  to 
win  a  huge  telecommunica¬ 
tions  project  in  the  Amazon. 
After  the  corruption  was  re¬ 
vealed  to  the  Brazilian  Gov¬ 
ernment.  a  US  firm  matched 
the  French  bid  and  won  the 
contract- 
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fifth  American  attached  to  the 
embassy  in  Paris,  had  been 
identified  as  spies.  They  had 
engaged  in  economic,  military 
and  political  espionage,  tar¬ 
geting  the  audiovisual,  com¬ 
munications  and  defence 
sectors,  according  to  a  dossier 
drawn  up  by  France's  counter¬ 
espionage  service  and  handed 
to  Le  Monde. 

France  and  America  have 
tacitly  admitted  that  such  ac¬ 
tivities  are  an  integral  part  of 
international  politics.  But  the 
US  State  Department  said: 
“The  treatment  of  this  affair  in 
France  is  contrary  to  the 
approach  that  allies  have 
adopted  in  the  past  to  resolve 
delicate  affairs." 

In  a  statement  on  Wednes¬ 
day  night,  the  French  Foreign 
and  Interior  Ministries  insist¬ 
ed  they  had  merely  recom¬ 
mended  that  the  five  be 
recalled  to  Washington.  “This 
does  not  constitute  an  expul¬ 
sion,"  (hey  said.  French  Gov¬ 
ernment  sources  said  the 
Foreign  Ministry  wanted  to 
find  a  “solution"  that 
minimised  long-term  damage 
to  Franco- American  relations. 

At  a  press  conference.  Alain 
Juppe.  Foreign  Minister,  said 
he  was  “scandalised"  that  the 
case  should  have  been  dis¬ 
closed  to  the  press. 

The  Interior  Ministry  said 
yesterday  it  had  launched  an 
inquiry  into  the  leaks.  Howev¬ 
er,  with  Charles  Pasqua.  the 
Interior  Minister,  portrayed 
by  newspapers  as  a  possible 
source,  commemators  in  Paris 
expressed  scepticism  about  the 
investigation. 

The  newspaper  Liberation 
said:  “The  recipe  is  as  old  as 
the  world,  but  it  still  works 
well,  especially  when  the  new 
subject  does  not  lack  depth." 
The  left-wing  daily  said  M 
Bahadur's  apparent  regret  at 
the  leaks  would  have  carried 
greater  weight  if  it  had  not 
been  obvious  that  he  knew 
about  Le  Monde’s  story  in 
advance.  It  also  pointed  out 
that  M  Juppe,  a  supporter  of 
Jacques  Chirac.  M  Bahadur's 
rival  for  the  presidency,  had 
been  kepi  away  from  the 
counter-espionage  operation. 

Le  Monde  shed  further  light 
yesterday  on  the  traps  set  for 
the  CIA  by  France's  counter¬ 
espionage  service.  A  French 
official  who,  for  a  short  time, 
was  a  member  of  M 
Bahadur’s  Cabinet,  said  he 
was  approached  by  an  Ameri¬ 
can  agent  in  1992  “She  was 
older  than  me  and  not  very 
beautiful."  he  told  Le  Monde. 

Speaking  at  a  campaign 
rally  near  Paris  yesterday, 
Lionel  Jeep  in,  the  Socialists* 
presidential  candidate,  implic¬ 
itly  accused  M  Pasqua  of 
revealing  the  affair.  “To  gel  to 
the  origin  of  the  leaks  [M 
Juppe]  could  perhaps  ask  the 
Interior  Minister."  he  said. 
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Picasso’s  Mere  et  enfant.  Christie’s  estimate  its  auction  value  at  $10  million 

Harriman  to  auction  French 
impressionist  masterpieces 


By  Ian  Brodie 


PAMELA  HARRIMAN.  the 
US  Ambassador  to  France 
who  is  locked  in  a  legal 
struggle  involving  millions  of 
dollars  with  her  late  hus¬ 
band’s  family,  has  put  three  of 
the  finest  paintings  in  her 
collection  up  for  auction. 

Christie’s  in  New’  York  said 
yesterday  that  the  trio,  by 
Picasso.  Renoir  and  Matisse: 
were  expected  to  fetch  up  to  a 
$20  million  (12.S  million)  be¬ 
tween  them. 

This  is  exactly  the  sum 
sought  in  one  of  two  lawsuits 
brought  against  Mrs  Ham- 
man  by  17  heirs  of  \V.  Avereli 
Harriman.  her  third  hus¬ 
band.  He  was  an  outstanding 
diplomat  and  financier,  with 
a  family  fortune  from  the 
Union  Pacific  railway  plus 
the  proceeds  of  his  own  skills 
on  Wall  Street  He  died  nine 
years  ago.  aged  94.  bequeath¬ 
ing  $65  million  10  Pamela, 
and  all  but  cutting  his  child¬ 
ren  out  of  the  will. 

Lawyers  refused  to  com¬ 
ment  on  whether  Mrs  Ham- 
man  was  selling  off  assets  to 
settle  the  lawsuits,  but  she  bas 
been  portrayed  as  growing 
weary  of  the  dispute  that  is  a 
distraction  from  her  diplo¬ 
matic  duties.  American  press 
reports  have  said  that  her 
lavish  lifestyle  and  financial 


Harriman:  faces  suits 
from  17  family  heirs 

losses  have  caused  her  some 
difficulty.  Now  74,  Mrs  Hard¬ 
man's  first  husband  was  Ran¬ 
dolph  Churchill  the  son  of  Sir 
Winston.  Her  second  was 
Lei  and  Hayward,  a  Broad¬ 
way  promoter,  and  she  was 
linked  romantically  with  oth¬ 
er  rich  and  famous  men  bef¬ 
ore  marrying  Mr  Harrirnan. 

He  was  a  leading  art  collec¬ 
tor.  His  second  wife.  Marie, 
acquired  the  Picasso  and  the 
Renoir  now  up  for  auction. 
She  was  stepmother  of  the 
two  Harriman  daughters 
who,  along  with  slx  grand¬ 
children  and  ten 
greatgrandchildren,  are  suing 


Pamela  as  executor  of  the 
estate.  They  accuse  her  of 
squandering  up  to  $20  million 
through  bad  investments.  In¬ 
cluding  a  rundown  resort 
hotel  and  a  failed  plastics 
company,  and  of  borrowing 
another '$15  million,  to  which 
she  was  ineligible;  from  other 
trusts. 

The  heirs  have  also  sued  the 
estate's  three  trustees.  Two. 
Clark  Clifford  and  Paul 
Warlike,  are  distinguished 
Washington  lawyers  and  the 
third.  William  Rich,  is  a  New 
York  financial  adviser.  They 
and  Mrs  Harriman  all  deny 
any  wrongdoing. 

In  addition  to  selling  the 
works  of  art.  Mrs  Harriman 
has  put  her  Georgetown  man¬ 
sion  in  Washington  rqn  the 
market  for  ah  asking  rprice  of 
$52  million. 

Picasso's  Mere  et  enfant. 
painted  in  1922  and  one  of  the 
finest  from  his  dassic  period, 
is  the  most  valuable  of  the 
paintings  to  be  sold  at  die 
auction  in  New  York  on  May 
II.  Hie  other  two  are:  Renoir’s 
Portrait  de  Mademoiselle 
Demarsy  (18821  3  study  of  a 
young  actress  of  the  Com&die 
Francaise  and  Matisse’s  Le 
chapeau  bleu  (1944).  showing 
a  seated  model  in  a  flowing 
white  gown. 


place  on 
Internet  * 

From  Wolfgang  MOnchau 
IN  BRUSSELS 

THE  Group  of  Seven  leading-  ■ 
industrial  nations  meets  here 
today  to  try  to  create  an  . 
international  strategy  to  en¬ 
sure  that  political  mdeaswn 
does  not  block  the  information 
super-highway.  The  GT  also 
hopes  that  publicity  may  h3p 
to  popularise  the  information 
super-highway,  a  concept  that 
to  most  Europeans  at  feast, 
seems  opaqut  .-a 

America  is  far  ahead  111  the. . . 
race  to  create  an  information-  • . 
society,  helped  bya  deregnlat-  ■ 
ed  and  competitive  teteepm- 
munications  infrastructure, 
and  strong  bi-partisan  sup¬ 
port.  AJ  Gore,  the  Vjce-Presk 
dent,  last  year  introduced;  the 
National  Information  Infra¬ 
structure.  a  blueprint  to  take 
the  super-highway  imo  a  regu¬ 
latory  framework.  Newt  Ging¬ 
rich,  the  Republican  House 
majority  leader,  has  gone  a 
step  further  by  putting  pro¬ 
ceedings  in  Congress  onto  tJ®  , 
Internet,  an  attempt  to  bridge  9 
the  information  gap  between 
Washington  and  the  rest  of  die 
country.  -  -  ‘  7  .  .  . 

Europe,  by  contrast  is  preoc¬ 
cupied  with  creating  the-tech- 
nical  and  regulatory 
preconditions,  such,  as  the. 
privatisation  and  deregulation 
of  the  telecommunications  sec- .. 
tor  —  a  process  that  remains 
slow  and  cumbersome. 

David  Ward,  a  former  ad¬ 
viser  to  the  late  John  Smith, 
the  former  Labour  Party  lead¬ 
er.  said  the  EU  largely  ignored 
the  potential  of  embryonic 
technology  to  inform  the  Euro¬ 
pean  public  of  what  was  going 
on  in  the  EU.  "Scant  attention 
is  paid  to  the  role  of  public 
information  as  a  driving  force 
behind  the  information  sod- 
ay,”  said  Mr  Ward,  now- 
executive  director  of  MacLen- 
nan  Ward  Research/ a  UK 
political  consultancy. 

One  issue  of  inevitable  con¬ 
troversy  is  the  question  of  the 
need  to  prespve  Europe’s 
cultural  identity,  a  French 
priority. 

U  IBM  will  today  open  a  news 
service  on  the  World  .Wide 
Web  —  part  of  the  intemd  — 
dedicated  to  the  G7  confer¬ 
ence.  Subscribers  will  be  able 
to  order  articles  about  issues 
ori  the  agenda/ 
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It's  not  surprising  that  a  company  like  Seilotapt?  sticks  with  a 
business  delivery  service  like  Lynx. 

For  Seiiotap^ and  others,  we  deliver  to  over  35,000  business 
destinations  around  the  UK  daily. 

But  we  don't  just  deliver  packages.  We  deliver  reputations. 


And  99%  of  the  time,  we  get  it  right 
Even  when  we  get  it  wrong  we're  better  than  most  We  don't 
pretend  that  a  mistake  hasn't  happened.  We  do  something  about  it 
We'll  tell  your  customers  there's  a  problem,  before  it's  too 
late,  so  they  can  make  plans. 


Lynx  delivers  for  Sellotape! 


AH  of  our  people,  from  drivers  to  sorters,  are  responsible  for 
their  customers  and  able  to  solve  problems.and  fulfil  promises. 
After  all,  we  know  that  in  business,  reputation  is  everything. 

So  for  further  information  on  Lynx  delivery  services  call  us 

Freefone  on  0800  887722. 

part  or  NFC 
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Belgium’s 
bribe  row 
threatens 
politicians 

From  George  Brock  in  Brussels 
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Yeltsin  promises 
more  money  to 
battered  military 

From  Richard  Beeston  in  Moscow 


A  SLOW-BURNING  but  dev¬ 
astating  political  scandal  is 
wreaking  havoc  .in  Belgium's 
political  class,  threatening  the 
careers  of  the  country's  two 
most  prominent  international 
officials:  Willy  Claes,  the  Sec¬ 
retary-General  of  Nato  and 
Karel  van  Mien,  a  European 
Commissioner. 

The  crisis  seems  sure  to 
dominate  a  general  election 
which  has  been  hurriedly  bro¬ 
ught  forward  to  May.  Casual¬ 
ties  of  the  affair  so  far  include 
two  Socialist  parties,  three 
government  ministers  and  the 
reputation  of  the  entire  polit¬ 
ical  system. 

Mr  Van  Mien  and  Mr 
Claes  belonged  to  an  inner 
group  which  ran  the  Flemish 
Socialist  parry,  whose  current 
leaders  are  falling  over  them¬ 
selves  to  explain  embarrass¬ 
ing  evidence,  emerging  over 
the  past  week,  that  its  officials 
took  money  from  the  Italian 
helicopter  firm  Agusta-  The 
Italians  were  trying  to  sell  46 
attack  and  reconnaissance  he¬ 
licopters  to  the  Belgian  Army 
in  1988,  and  the  party's  trea¬ 
surer  has  admitted  that  he 
accepted  El  million  fro  the 
Italians. 

Mr  Claes  and  his  colleagues 
denied  any  knowledge  of  the 
money,  but  have  now  admit¬ 
ted  that  the  offer  of  funds  was 
discussed,  although  they  say  it 
was  rejected.  The  party’s  trea¬ 
surer  says  he  took  the  money 
without  telling  anyone,  and 
spent  it  rescuing  the  party's 
ailing  commercial  operations. 
Money  went  to  prop  up  De 
Morgen,  a  Flemish  news¬ 
paper  then  tied  to  the  Social¬ 
ists.  The  newspaper’s 
journalists  have  this  week 
found  themselves  investigat¬ 
ing  the  sources  of  their  own 
finance. 

The  Agusta  scandal,  which 
involves  allegations  not  only 
of  bribery  but  also  murder, 
money -laundering  and  black¬ 
mail,  last  year  forced  the 
resignation  of  three  ministers 
belonging  to  the  French- 
speaking  Socialist  party. 

The  investigation  has  been 
running  for  three  and  a  half 
years  and  no  one  has  yet  stood 
trial-  But  only  a  woman  of 
unusual  determination  has 
taken  matters  this  far. 
Vdronique  Anri  a,  an  elegant 
dark-haired  investigating 


magistrate,  has  slowly 
emerged  as  a  national  heroine 
for  shining  a  little  light  into 
the  shadowy  recesses  of  Bel¬ 
gium's  political  life. 

Belgium’s  media  have  rev¬ 
elled  in  the  spectacle  of  a 
determined.  39-year-old  work¬ 
ing  mother  publicly  washing 
the  dirty  linen  of  the  country's 
male-dominated  elite.  Mrs 
Anria  drew  the  case  by  acci¬ 
dent  She  was  on  duly  in  July 
1991  when  a  still-unidentified 
gunman  shot  dead  Andre 
Cools,  the  undisputed  boss  of 
Socialist  politics  in  Liege.  Bel¬ 
gium's  second  city,  the  birth¬ 
place  of  Inspector  Maigret’s 
creator  Georges  Simenan  and 
an  unemployment  blackspor. 
is  now  earning  a  reputarion 
for  kickbacks  as  well  as 
smokestacks.  Belgians  have 
nicknamed  it  "Palermoon- 
the-Meuse". 

Mrs  Anria  discarded  dis¬ 
tracting  fantasies  about  Mid¬ 
dle  Eastern  arms  dealing  or 
crimes  of  passion  which  flour¬ 
ished  to  explain  the  murder  of 
the  powerful  Mr  Cools,  and 
found  herself  following  money 
and  motive  through  the  polit¬ 
ical  underground.  Below  the 
level  of  ordinary  political  and 
parliamentary  life,  another 
world  had  come  into  existence 
to  keep  money  flowing  to 
Belgium's  permanently  penu¬ 
rious  parties.  In  the  secretive 
world  of  Italian  petty  crooks, 
chauffeurs  and  shell  com¬ 
panies.  Mr  Cools  had  been  a 
kingpin. 

Antonio  di  Pietro,  a  leading 
Italian  corruption  investiga¬ 
tor.  gave  Mrs  Anria  her  break 
when  he  passed  over  docu¬ 
ments  seized  from  Agusta 's 
Italian  offices  which  revealed 
plans  to  bribe  politicians  and 
parties  in  Brussels.  Working 
in  die  face  of  burglary  at¬ 
tempts  on  her  team's  offices, 
threats  and  legal  obstruction. 
Mrs  Anria  has  slowly  peeled 
several  veils  away  from  the 
elaborate  system  of  illegally 
financing  political  parties. 

Nato  has  confined  itself  to 
repeating  Mr  Claes's  denial  of 
airy  wrongdoing.  But  the  alli¬ 
ance's  diplomats  and  officials 
are  privately  nervous  that  a 
long  inquiry  will  distract  one 
of  its  key  players  at  a  time 
when  negotiations  over  Nato's 
eastward  expansion  and  ties 
with  Russia  are  intensifying. 


Work  starts  in  Berlin  to  restore  a  statue  at  the  Red  Army  Memorial  in  a  project  costing  nearly  £3  million 


PRESIDENT  Yeltsin  said  yes¬ 
terday  that  Russia's  armed 
forces  were  in  danger  of 
disintegrating  and  promised 
extra  funds  to  prop  up  the 
battered  and  demoralised 
military. 

Speaking  after  a  wreath- 
laying  ceremony  at  the  Tomb 
of  the  Unknown  Soldier  in 
Moscow,  the  Russian  leader 
used  National  Army  Day  to 
cry  to  reassure  disillusioned 
and  potentially  mutinous  sol¬ 
diers  that  he  had  their  inter¬ 
ests  at  heart. 

"The  army  is  starting  to 
disintegrate  a  bit.  We  have  to 
be  lough  and  firm  so  military 
people  believe  that  there  will 
be  reforms,”  he  said,  promis¬ 
ing  to  find  exrra  resources  to 
spend  on  equipment,  training 
and  housing.  “As  President 
and  Commander-in-Chief.  1 
am  prepared  personally  to 
control  the  course  of  the 
reforms.” 

Although  the  guard  of  hon¬ 
our  for  the  ceremony  outside 
the  Kremlin  appeared  well- 
drilled  and  highly  disciplined, 
the  Russian  leader  has  set 
himself  an  enormous  task  if  he 
hopes  to  resurrect  the  rest  of 
the  army.  After  its  disastrous 
1 1-week  campaign  in  Chechen- 
ia,  where  more  than  1.000 
soldiers  died,  it  is  embittered 
and  potentially  vengeful. 

What  the  Kremlin  fears 
most  is  that  the  disaffected 
military,  which  in  several 
pans  of  the  country  has  re¬ 


fused  to  obey  Moscow's  orders 
ic  fight  in  Chechenia,  could  be 
manipulated  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment's  political  opponents  to 
mount  a  challenge  to  its 
authority. 

However,  it  is  still  not  clear 
how  President  Yeltsin  plans  to 
transform  the  bartered  rem¬ 
nants  of  the  once  mighty  army 
into  a  force  capable  of  protect¬ 
ing  Russia  and  dealing  with 
insurgencies. 

Military’  experts  in  Russia 
and  abroad  agree  that  the 
army  needs  to  be  turned  into  a 
smaller,  better-equipped,  bet¬ 
ter-trained  force,  preferably 
under  a  civilian  defence 
minister. 

Aleksandr  Konovalov,  di¬ 
rector  of  military  policy  at  the 
LISA-Canada  Institute  in  Mos¬ 
cow,  said  Russia  needed  to 
undertake  the  son  of  reforms 
the  US  military  conducted 
after  the  Vietnam  War. 

So  far.  the  Russian  leader¬ 
ship  has  shown  little  inclina¬ 
tion  to  tackle  the  task. 
President  Yeltsin  has  pro¬ 
posed  subordinating  the  gen¬ 
eral  staff  to  his  direct 
command  —  a  move  likely  to 
please  Kremlin  bureaucrats 
but  unlikely  to  have  much 
practical  effect  on  the  rank 
and  file.  General  Pavel 
Grachev,  the  Defence  Minis¬ 
ter  responsible  for  the 
Chechen  campaign,  clearly 
hopes  to  use  the  armed  forces’ 
crisis  to  secure  a  bigger  slice  of 
this  year's  budget. 


French  Navy  halts 
Greenpeace  protest 


From  Adam  Sage  in  parts 


FRENCH  commandos 
stormed  a  Greenpeace  ship, 
cut  its  anchor  and  towed  it  out 
of  Cherbourg  yesterday,  evok¬ 
ing  memories  of  French  action 
against  the  environmental 
group’s  Rainbow  Warrior,  off 
New  Zealand  ten  years  ago, 

Greenpeace  had  sought  to 
prevent  a  freighter  loaded 
with  radioactive  nuclear  waste 
from  setting  sail  from  the 
Channel  port  for  Japan.  The 
organisation  accused  the 
French  navy  of  ramming  its 
ship,  the  Moby  Dick,  but  there 
was  no  independent  verifica¬ 
tion  of  this  claim,  A  number  of 
protesters  were  taken  ashore 
for  questioning. 

The  Moby  Dick  had  initially 
delayed  die  British  freighter’s 
pre-dawn  arrival  at  the  port. 
But  after  it  was  seized,  the 


nuclear  waste  was  loaded  on 
to  the  freighter  “without  inci¬ 
dent",  French  authorities  said. 

The  French  navy  said  that 
Greenpeace  only  managed  to 
delay  the  freighter  by  a  few 
minutes. 

The  company  had  earlier 
won  a  court  judgment  in 
Cherbourg  which  ruled  that 
protesters  would  face  fines  of 
up  to  300,000  francs  (£36,765) 
if  they  approached  they 
freighter. 

Greenpeace  says  it  plans  to 
follow  the  vessel,  Pacific  Pin¬ 
tail,  on  its  two-month  journey 
to  Japan,  even  though  the 
route  is  shrouded  in  secrecy. 
On  board  is  the  first  of  a  series 
of  shipments  of  waste  that  will 
be  transported  between 
France  and  Japan  over  the 
next  15  years. 


Madrid 
agrees  to 
revamp 
gallery 

From  Edward  Owen 

IN  MADRID 

HE  Spanish  Ministry  of 
ulture  has  finally  won 
sproval  for  a  long  overdue 
iOO-miUion  project  to  re- 
-ganise  and  extend  the  Pra- 
j  in  Madrid,  one  of  the 
odd's  finest  art  museums. 
An  international  competi- 
an  will  be  staged  to  appoint 
i  architect  to  implement  the 
ztfine  plans  that  will  double 
e  175-year-old  Prado’s  space. 
t  present  the  decaying  gal- 
ry  can  only  exhibit  a  tenth  of 
;  collection  of  nearly  20,000 
oiks  of  art 

Carmen  Alborch.  46,  the 
[inister  of  Culture,  has 
lied  for  tenders  after  a 
iend  of  one  the  gallery’s 
rectors  produced  an  unsat- 
factory  plan  to  extend  the 
XHdassicaJ  palace.  Prospeo- 
/e  architects  have  until 
[arch  30  to  register,  and 
nil  September  30  to  submit 
eir  projects  to  a  panel  of 
rvemment  officials  and  ar- 
itECts.  The  panel  will  make 
i  dunce  during  December 
id  the  scheme  is  expected  to 
ke  at  least  six  years  to 

mplete.  .  .... 

The  Prado  building, 
igon  in  the  reign  of  Carlos 
I  as  a  natural  science  muse- 


The  Prado,  where  exhibition  space  win  be  doubled 


urn  in  1775  by  the  architect 
Juan  de  Villanueva,  will  be 
extended  and  linked  to  three 
nearby  sites:  the  existing  19th- 
century  gallery  in  the  Casdn 
del  Buen  Retiro;  the  cloisters 
of  the  San  Jertinimo  church 
and  the  Army  Museum, 
which  is  to  be  vacated  by  the 
Ministry  of  Defence. 

After  years  of  neglect,  with 
over  £350  million  spent  on  the 
neighbouring  Thyssen  collec¬ 
tion  two  years  ago  and  similar 
amounts  allocated  to  die  new 
Reina  Sofia  modem  art  muse¬ 
um.  die  Prado  will  finally 
regain  its  self-esteem. 

Last  month  the  Ministry  of 
Culture  brought  out  a  £5 
ticket  valid  for  all  three  muse¬ 
ums,  which  are  within  walk¬ 
ing  distance  of  each  other.  It 


has  also  been  derided  to  make 
1881  —  the  year  of  Picasso’s 
birth  —  the  dividing  date 
between  the  Prado  and  the 
Reina  Sofia.  A  special  panel 
will  decide  the  destination  of 
artists  whose  works  straddle 
the  date. 

The  Prado  is  one  of  Eu¬ 
rope's  biggest  art  museums, 
after  the  Louvre  and  the 
Hermitage."  Mari  Puri  Ra¬ 
mos,  spokeswoman  for  the 
Prado,  said  yesterday.  "It 
boasts  the  greatest  number 
and  concentration  of  paint¬ 
ings  by  Vefozquez.  Goya.  Ru¬ 
bens  and  El  Greco." 

Some  3^00  works  are  on 
loan  to  galleries  and  Spanish 
embassies  around  the  world 
as  well  as  to  official  buildings 
in  Spain. 


Italy  puts 
up  taxes 
to  tackle 
deficit 

From  Reuter 

IN  ROME 


LAMBERTO  Dini.  the  Italian 
Prime  Minister,  raised  taxes 
and  cut  spending  in  a  20.000 
billion  lire  (£7.8  billion)  emer¬ 
gency  budget  yesterday  de¬ 
signed  to  get  to  grips  with 
Italy's  huge  public  deficit. 

TTie  former  central  banker 
urged  the  country's  bickering 
political  parties  to  give  the 
mini-budget  swift  approval  in 
Parliament,  where  his  prede¬ 
cessor,  Silvio  Berlusconi,  is 
threatening  to  oppose  it 

“When  your  house  is  burn¬ 
ing,  you  don't  wait  one  or  two 
months  to  put  out  the  fire,"  he 
said,  adding  that  he  did  not 
rule  out  using  confidence  votes 
to  ram  the  package  through. 

He  announced  a  45  pence 
rise  per  litre  in  duty  on  two 
grades  of  petrol,  raised  two 
bands  of  VAT  from  9  to  10  per 
cent  and  13  to  16  per  cent  and 
increased  corporate  tax  to  37 
per  cent  from  36. 

The  package  was  drawn  up 
in  the  form  of  a  decree,  which 
has  immediate  effect  but  must 
be  approved  by  Parliament 
within  60  days  to  have  lasting 
force.  It  is  one  of  four  points  on 
a  limited  policy  agenda  which 
Signor  Dmi  has  said  he  will 
cany  out  and  then  step  down. 


Briton 
defends 
Baghdad 
trade  link 

From  Michael  Tueodouuh; 

IN  NICOSIA 

THE  leader  of  a  British  busi¬ 
ness  delegation  to  Iraq  yester¬ 
day  defended  the  visit  saying 
dial  their  "successful"  mission 
had  been  essential  to  prevent 
the  loss  of  Britain's  once- 
lucrative  market  to  fierce 
competition. 

The  “exploratory”  five-day 
British  mission  came  as  Rolf 
Ekeus,  the  top  United  Nations 
weapons  inspector,  accused 
Iraq  of  dishonesty  in  its ‘germ 
warfare  programme,  dashing 
Baghdad's  hopes  that  crip¬ 
pling  trade  sanctions  will  soon 
be  eased.  His  charge  follows  a 
scathing  UN  report  on  Tues¬ 
day  which  accused  Iraq  of 
“complete  failure"  in  respect¬ 
ing  human  rights. 

Edmund  Sykes,  of  the  Iraqi 
British  Interests  Group,  insist¬ 
ed  that  British  businessmen 
would  continue  to  lobby  the 
Government  to  ease  pressure 
on  Baghdad,  The  26-member 
group  has  arrived  in  Jordan. 

Mr  Sykes  added  that  the 
most  important  conclusion  to 
draw  from  the  trip  was  that  it 
had  succeeded  in  renewing 
ties.  “If  Britain  had  delayed 
very  much  longer  in  renewing 
contact  with  the  Iraqi  people  it 
is  probable  that  a  great  deal  of 
potential  market  share  would 
be  lost  forever." 

Mr  Ekeus,  who  left  Bagh¬ 
dad  after  a  four-day  visit,  was 
less  successful.  “I  do  not  say 
we  had  any  progress  on  germ 
warfare,"  he  said.  His  damag¬ 
ing  assessment  will  disap¬ 
point.  but  not  deter  hundreds 
of  European  and  other  busi¬ 
nessmen  in  Baghdad  who  are 
competing  for  projects  that 
cannot  begin  until  the  embar¬ 
go  is  lifted. 

The  UN  Security  Council 
will  not  consider  an  easing  of 
sanctions  until  Mr  Ekeus  con¬ 
firms  that  Iraq  has  no  weap¬ 
ons  of  mass  destruction.  Even 
then,  the  United  States  has 
linked  easing  of  the  embargo 
to  an  improvement  in  Iraq’s 
human  rights  record. 

Mr  Sykes,  who  said  he  will 
lead  another  trip  to  Iraq  by 
May,  said  delegates  were  giv¬ 
en  an  “immense"  shopping  list 
from  oil  and  other  ministries. 
□  New  York:  Madeleine  Al¬ 
bright,  the  US  Ambassador  at 
the  UN.  visits  Britain  today  at 
the  start  of  a  six-nation  trip  to 
shore  up  support  in  the  Sec¬ 
urity  Council  for  continued 
sanctions  on  Iraq. 
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East  European  birth  rates  fall 


From  Adam  LeBor 

IN  BUDAPEST 

THE  collapse  of  communism 
has  led  women  in  Eastern 
Europe  to  participate  in  free- 
market  economies  in  a  way 
unthinkable  a  few  years  ago. 
But  while  many  are  postpon¬ 
ing  families  to  concentrate  on 
their  careers,  others  are  hold¬ 
ing  back  from  marriage  and 
motherhood  because  they  can¬ 
not  afford  it 

Fithpr  wav  ,  rpoinn'c 


birth  rate  is  plunging.  Fertility 
rates  are  also  falling,  particu¬ 
larly  in  Hungary,  Slovenia, 
Romania  and  Russia. 

Fertility  in  Hungary  and 
Slovenia,  two  of  the  most 
advanced  Central  European 
countries,  has  been  declining 
since  the  1980s.  By  1993  the 
rate,  measuring  the  average 
number  of  children  born  to 
women  of  child-rearing  age, 
was  down  to  1.7  per  woman  in 
Hungary  and  1.3  in  Slovenia. 

Thf  1007  fimire  f hr  Britan'  nrae  . 


1J8.  One  of  the  most  startling 
declines  has  been  in  Russia, 
sliding  from  a  fertility  rate  of 
1.9  in  1990  to  1J5  in  1993.  “This 
is  a  result  of  the  transition  to  a 
market  economy.  People  don't 
want  to  marry  during  a  time 
of  political  turmoil  and  if  they 
do,  they  then  wait  to  have 
children,"  said  Miroslav 
Macura,  a  United  Nations 
population  official.  A  2.1  rate  is 
necessary  to  maintain  the 
population  level  in  any 

winntni 


FROM  ONLY 

£114.64 

A  MONTH 

PUJS  OBWST  AND  FBttl  RBUYMSfT 

PLUS 

2  YEARS 

FREE 

SERVICING* 

FOR  A  UMTIED  PERIOD 


This  is  one  offer  (fiat  stretches  temptation  to  its 
limits.  The  Proton  Option  Plan.  The  affordable 
way  to  a  new  Proton.  But  let  us  lore  you 
farther.  Persona  models  feature  Power 
Steering.  Central  Locking  and  Electric 
Windows.  Should  yon  stray  off  the  straight  and 
narrow,  Persona  will  protect  yon  with  side 
impact  bars,  front  and  rear  crumple  zones  and 
a  steel  reinforced  safety  cell. 


TYPBAL  EZftim  MOOR  8,000  AWmU.WLEAflEfHBflHAHMBUW  13  <  BOOR 

ewmaoEON 
tic now 

DBVBT 

BALANCE  TO 
FMAMCE 

uonwr<wnBiTB 

sriBwmr 

Kuna 

VtSTMCEIS 

ouahnutbi 

HIJUtVAUB 
nwLinmMnT 
ID  PURCHASE 

TOTAL  CKBVT 
met 

UK 

14.3 

C8JM&50 

tajsaaM 

ES^OTJW 

IsCIfi&M 
23  x  C114A4 

*10,301.96 

6  YEAR 

POWEILTTIAM  WARRANTY* 

6  YEAR 

UlfcMnro  M&£A£E  BQUYWQRK 
WARRANTY* 

3  YEAR 

UMUMTH)  MLEJUE  HUNTWDRK 
WARRANTY 

3  YEAR 

TOTAL  VEHK1E  WARRANTY* 

3  YEAR 

RACMENBERBHP 


And  you  simply  can't  ignore  The  Best  New  Car 
Warranty  Package  in  Britain.  The  Proton 
Customer  Commitment.  So  If  you  love  an  offer 
yon  cant  refuse,  call  this  number,  It’ll  lead  you 
into  temptation. 

CALL  NOW  FOR  A  FREE  INFORMATION  PACK 

©0645  601601 

CALLS  CHARGED  XT  LOCAL  RATES.  WFB1S  BOTH  JIST  MUCH  IIS. 


[  Q  Japanese  technology  wjaysian  values,. 
Fmmo rfy 

£8,495  to  £11,450 

Encoding  mad  te,  mntw  plate*  and  IMS  Mwy. 


U&  &PSD  73^  ^  54  fr  46  no  flffi  KUE  as  raiEE  U>  UK*  <1*5  to  lawn 

SJ  mum  wn  own »:  w  «  cm  io  wes  rfw«  -j  WMGgaa  iwbh  6  :»Fi  as  smut  ecu®  bjw 

euBwac  hjvhj*  bw  iifaniwrwe 

owe  ■  MM3  (FI®  *3  SLKJ  (  WSt  WO  a*  U{l 

<wb  ttiMiim  nau  wo  kb  rpi*  aut  smntowmb  n  »  ibct  «hh«b> 

iuu  re  sa  m  rswoi  i  sown  «*  a  *wj  jub  asi  is  as®  wu  err*  rp  hwlsmukwm 

<M5UdaB«R»«l»ina>AHWi1i£t«m.l|(HB5t'MaBSB.*flEKSCi<  Wa*C*0HaTR»fl3& 

mu^mKmw.ioomctmt  220DEA1^RS  NATIONWIDE 


THE  TIMES  FRIDAY  FEBRUARY  24 1995 


Saint  Irene  sweeps  clean 


John  Phillips  meets  the  Speaker  of 
the  Italian  Parliament;  a  fervent 
advocate  of  Catholic  values, 
designer  clothes  and  less  pomposity 

merely 


At  31  Irene  ftvetti  is 
the  youngest  ever 
Speaker  of  Italy’s 
Parliament.  Now 
this  scourge  of  corrupt  politi¬ 
cians  in  her  native  Milan  may 
become  the  country's  first 
woman  Prime  Minister.  She  is 
plotting  to  lead  a  centrist 
alliance  of  her  party,  the 
Northern  League  devolution- 
ist  movement,  and  the  Popular 
party  (PP1)  into  a  general 
election  that  commentators 
agree  is  only  months  away. 

“Saint  Irene",  as  the  media 
have  dubbed  her,  is  an  ardent 
Catholic  who  has  battled 
against  maschilismo  (male 
prejudice)  and  presided  un¬ 
bendingly  over  600  unruly 
and  often  lecherous  Italian 
MPS. 

"I  have  never  thought 
whether  to  be  a  feminist  or 
not.  The  problem  does  not 
interest  me  at  all."  she  told  me. 
in  the  first  interview  she  has 

given  to  a  foreign  _ 

newspaper. 

Sitting  demurely 
on  a  baroque  sofa 
in  her  office  in  the 
Montecitorid  pal¬ 
ace,  she  acknowl¬ 
edges  that  “cer¬ 
tainly  maschili¬ 
smo  is  very  evi¬ 
dent.  above  all  in 
what  is  reported 
by  journalists.  For 
example,  the  ob¬ 
sessive  attention 
with  my  private 

life  how  I  dress  _ 

and  my  personal 
tastes.  All  this  reduces  the 
dignity  of  the  Speaker,  and 
wouldn't  have  happened  if  I 
were  a  man." 

Nevertheless,  her  Henrtes 
scarves  and  cream  knee- 
length  suits  have  become  her 
trademark  style,  now  imitated 
by  the  teenage  girls  who 
prance  on  prime-time  tele¬ 
vision  shows.  But  underneath 
the  scarf  a  Vendee  cross  hangs 
round  her  neck,  its  bleeding 
heart  commemorating  the 
1793  Catholic  peasant  uprising 
against  the  French  Revolution. 
For  her  the  Revolution  repre¬ 
sents  “the  start  of  the  gulags" 
and  the  uprising  “great  Chris¬ 
tian  heroism". 

Signora  Pivetti  considers 
her  abiding  achievement  dur¬ 
ing  her  ten  months  as  Speaker 
(number  three  in  the  state 
hierarchy)  is  the  rebuilding  of 
Italians'  faith  in  Parliament 
after  their  corrupt  old  politi¬ 
cians  were  swept  away  by  the 
tangentopoli  (bribe  city)  scan¬ 
dal  She  has  opened  Monteri- 
torio  to  the  public,  stripped 
what  she  considers  salacious 
works  of  art  from  its  walls, 
and  invited  poets  to  give 
readings.  And.  in  a  move  to 
deflate  pomposity,  she  has 
ordered  MPs  no  longer  to  refer 
to  each  other  as  onorevole 


‘I  had  to 
tell  the 
deputies  to 
stop  using 
their 
mobile 
phones’ 


(honourable)  bat 
deputalo  (deputy). 

"These  are  little  signs  but 
without  doubt  they  are  signifi¬ 
cant  I  hope  that  the  people  feel 
a  bit  closer  to  Parliament  Let's 
not  forget  that  in  the  last 
legislature  20  per  cent  of 
parliamentarians  were  under 
criminal  investigation.  With¬ 
out  doubt  Parliament’s  credi¬ 
bility  had  suffered.” 

She  laughs  recalling  when 
MPs  came  to  blows.  "It  hap¬ 
pened  once,  though  sometimes 
there  are  rather  animated 
discussions.  On  the  whole 
Parliament  has  behaved  in  a 
civil  enough  manner.  A  cer¬ 
tain  decorum  is  important  to 
me.  I  asked  deputies  not  to  use 
cellular  telephones.  This  ban 
was  respected” 

Signora  Pivetti  comes  from 
a  solid  middle-class  back¬ 
ground.  Her  father  is  a  tele¬ 
vision  director,  mostly  for 
Catholic  TV  stations,  while  her 
_  mother  is  the  ac¬ 
tress.  Grazia 
Gabrielli.  Hgr  in¬ 
volvement  in  poli¬ 
tics  began  as  a 
student  at  the 
Catholic  Univer¬ 
sity  of  the  Sacred 
Heart  in  Milan, 
though  it  certainly 
did  not  interfere 
with  her  studies: 
she  graduated  cum 
loude  in  literature 
and  philology. 
And  it  was  here 
that  she  met  Paolo 
Taranta,  whom 
she  married  in  1988.  After  a 
brief  career  in  journalism 
Signora  Kvetti  was  elected  to 
Parliament  in  1992.  which  was 
also  the  year  she  separated 
from  her  banker  husband, 
hence  all  the  speculation  about 
her  private  fife.  There  are 
reports  that  she  has  made  a 
formal  plea  to  the  Roman 
Catholic  ecclesiastical  court 
for  an  annulment 
He  has  been  quoted  as 
saying  that  political  differ¬ 
ences  played  a  part  in  their 
separation  but  also  their  ca¬ 
reers ,  which  took  them  to 
different  countries.  Signora 
Pivetti  acknowledges  that  poli¬ 
tics  takes  its  toll  on  those  who 
lade  the  support  network  Ital¬ 
ian  women  used  to  enjoy  from 
spouse,  children  and  family. 

“There’s  no  doubt  that  your 
life  suffers.  But  I  believe  the 
problem  is  the  same  every¬ 
where.  In  reality  I  didn’t 
choose  a  political  career.  It 
chose  me.  They  told  me  two 
days  in  advance  that  I  would 
be  a  candidate  for  Speaker.  I 
certainly  have  put  a  lot  of 
energy  into  my  work  but  1 
don’t  believe  I  have  any 
regrets." 

Her  style  as  Speaker,  a  post 
which  is  supposed  to  be  above 
party  politics,  has  been  unor- 
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SITTING  under  a  beach  umbrella  in  the  Caribbean  with  a 
cool  drink  and  60  Penguin  paperbacks  of  your  choice  is 
most  people's  idea  of  heaven.  Today  The  Times  offers  you 
the  opportunity  to  win  both  the  books  and  the  holiday , 
organised  by  Caribbean  Connection. 

Answer  the  questions  below  and  you  could  win  a  week's 
holiday  for  two  at  the  Treasure  Beach  Hotel  in  Barbados. 
You  will  be  able  to  choose  your  books  from  the  entire 
range  of  Penguin  paperbacks.  Six  runners-up  will  each 
receive  ten  Penguin  paperbacks  of  their  choice. 

The  Treasure  Beach  Hotel  has  only  25  suites,  set  in  gar¬ 
dens  filled  with  hibiscus  and  bougainvillaea  and  leading  to 
a  beach  of  white  sand.  Golf,  riding  and  tennis  are  avail¬ 
able  nearby  and  the  hotel  has  a  freshwater  swimming 
pool.  The  holiday  must  be  taken  between  May  1  and 
November  30. 1995  and  is  subject  to  availability.  Economy 
flights,  transfers^nd  room  wily  accommodation  are 
included  in  the  prize. 

Penguin  has  the  most  extensive  list  of  quality 
writing  available  today,  ranging  from  classic  lit¬ 
erature  and  contemporary  fiction  to  travel  writ¬ 
ing  covering  the  four  comers  of  the  globe. 

Caribbean  Connection  is 
the  leading  specialist  tour 
operator  in  the  region, 
offering  the  best  hotels, 
villas  and- yachts  backed 
by  more  than  20  years  of 
local  experience. 

To  enter  the  contest  send 
your  answers  with  your 
name,  address  and  day¬ 
time  phone  number  to: 

The  Times  Caribbean 
Contest,  11  Whitefriars  Strati,  London  EC887NG. 

Winners  will  be  selected  at  random  from  all  correct 
answers  received  by  the  closing  date  of  March  14, 1995. 
Usual  Tunes  Newspapers  competition  rules  apply. 

The  questions: 

1)  Barbados  is  a  Caribbean  bland;  name  one  other. 

2)  Name  the  capital  of  Barbados. 

Readers  are  offered  an  exclusive  extra.  Book  a  holiday 

direct  with  Caribbean  Connection  by  March  31, 1995  and  " 

you  are  entitled  to  a  free  extra  night 

in  Barbados,  worth  up  to  £1,100  per  .-.mnncAvt 

couple.  For  a  free  brochure  and 

vitteo.  phone  01244-329556.  \  CONNECTION 


Why  France 

falls  for  a 

man  in  a  kilt 

An  auld  alliance  of  treaties^ 
citizenship,  armies  and  claret_ 


Irene  Pivetti:  “The  obsessive  attention  with  my  private  life  and  how  I  dress  reduces  the  dignity  of  the  Speaker'’ 


thodox.  She  was  heavily  criti¬ 
cised  when  at  her  party’s 
congress  this  month  she  de¬ 
fended  Umberto  Bossi,  the 
leader  of  the  Northern  League, 
and  his  derision  to  topple 
Silvio  Berlusconi's  govern¬ 
ment  She  herself  accused  the 
media  tycoon  flatly  of  “going 
against  the  interests  of  democ¬ 
racy”.  She  is  unrepentant 
saying  she  would  repeat  her 
outburst — “Yes  certainly,  and 
I  would  add  a  few  details  1 
forgot  —  though  making  it 
clear  I  was  speaking  in  a 
personal  capacity,  of  course." 

All  this  makes  it  highly 
uncertain  whether  she  would 
be  re-elected  to  the  post.  Any¬ 


way.  Signora  Pivetti  is  evident¬ 
ly  itching  to  return  to  the  party 
political  fray.  She  confirms 
persistent  reports  that,  if  the 
President,  Oscar  Luigi  ScaJ- 
faro,  dissolves  Parliament,  she 
hopes  to  lead  a  new  “third 
pole"  (with  the  blessing  of 
Signor  Bossi)  made  up  of  the 
League  and  the  Italian  Popu¬ 
lar  Party,  the  former  Christian 
Democrats.  "I  am  certainly  a 
person  of  the  centre...  1 
believe  in  Italy  that  Catholics 
are  searching  for  a  leader." 

The  Vatican  itself  has  looked 
askance  at  this  unruly  Chris¬ 
tian  with  her  sympathy  for  the 
traditionalist  leader,  the  late 
Marcel  Lefebvre,  and  her  criti¬ 


cism  of  the  Archbishop  of 
Milan,  for  too  easily  absolving 
tiie  corrupt  of  their  sins.  But 
Vatican  sources  say  that  as 
Speaker  she  has  since  im¬ 
pressed  the  Roman  Curia. 

“The  Church  has  a  right  to 
say  what  is  good  and  what  is 
bait"  she  says,  “but  it  is 
another  thing  to  intervene  in 
the  equilibrium  between  polit¬ 
ical  parties.”  On  abortion. 
though,  she  is  adamant:  “A 
Catholic  can  never  accept 
abortion.  Everything  he  can 
do  to  avoid  it  is  important.” 

Signora  Pivetti  knows  she 
would  be  a  popular  alternative 
to  Rocco  Buttiglione.  the 
gauche  leader  of  the  PPI,  and  a 


sexier  vote  catcher  than  Roma¬ 
no  Prodi.  the  Catholic  indus¬ 
trialist  who  has  announced 
that  he  will  lead  a  centre-left 
coalition. 

She  believes  thai  anti-trust 
legislation  to  curb  Signor 
Berlusconi's  virtual  monopoly 
over  television  is  both  essential 
for  fair  elections  and  a  ques¬ 
tion  of  constitutional  rights, 
“something  that  effects  the 
freedom  of  citizens." 

Saint  Irene  pours  scorn  on 
his  recent  claim  that  “there  is 
no  more  democracy"  in  Italy. 
‘I  would  say  it  is  unjust  to 
sound  alarms  of  this  kind. 
Italians  are  extraordinarily 
democratic." 


I  first  discovered  the  vir¬ 
tues  of  the  “auld  affi¬ 
ance”  as  a  student 
hitch-hiker  on  Route  Nat¬ 
ion  ale  No  4  on  a  drenching 
Easter  weekend.  French 
people  are  not,  on  the 
whole,  well-disposed  to¬ 
wards  the  autostop,  and  L 
had  not  done  well  the 
previous  day. 

The  time  had  come  to 
reach  for  the  ultimate  weap¬ 
on.  It  is  acknowledged  that 
a  Scotsman  in  a  kilt  stands 
a  90  per  cent  better  chance 
of  getting  a  lift  in  France 
titan  an  Englishman  wear¬ 
ing  trousers.  And  so  it 
proved.  Within  minutes  of 
donning  the  tartan  I  was  in 
the  from  seat  of  a  high- 
powered  Peugeot  as  the 
driver  expressed  his  admi¬ 
ration  for  my  native  coun¬ 
try  and  said  that  be  had 
once  been  to  Eastboume. 

The  alliance  between 
France  and  Scot¬ 
land  is  700  years 
old.  surviving 
these  days  as  a 
dim  folk  memory 
of  ancient  treaties 
and  a  shared  an¬ 
tipathy  towards 
the  English.  But 
there  is  a  bit  more 
to  it  than  that. 

Last  Saturday. 

BBC  Scotland  de¬ 
voted  five  hours  of  _ 

television  to  a  cel¬ 
ebration  of  France  and  Scot¬ 
land-  There  was  a  tribute  to 
French  surrealism  from  the 
Scottish  comedian  Phil 
Kay,  an  exploration  of  the 
ancient  Franco-Scottish 
claret  trade,  and  a  studio 
discussion  with  guests  from 
both  countries,  which  con¬ 
cluded  that  the  Scots  were 
probably  doser  to  the 
French  in  their  attitudes  to 
Europe  than  the  English. 
Since  this  is  one  of  the  more 
contentious  planks  in  the 
arguments  for  a  Scottish 
Parliament,  it  suggests  that 
700  years  of  shared  preju- 
dices  have  left  their  mark. 

They  go  bade  to  a  period 
when  the  alliance  was  a 
political  and  mOit&y  reali¬ 
ty,  when  the  old  adage 
"stand  well  with  your 
neighbour,  but  better  with 
your  neighbours  neigh¬ 
bour"  meant  signing  agree¬ 
ments,  sending  armies  and 
joining  campaigns.  It  also 
meant  joint  citizenship.  In 
1558,  when  Mary  Queen  of 
Scots  married  Francis  II  of 
France,  the  French  Govern¬ 
ment  conceded  to  Scots  the 
rights  of  French  citizenship, 
and  in  the  same  year  the 
Scots  Government 
reciprocated. 

Although  the  Scots’  right 
to  French  citizenship  was 
rescinded  with  the  1789 
Revolution,  the  Flench  re¬ 
mained  entitled'  to  joint 
Scottish  (therefore  British) 
nationality  until  the  En¬ 
tente  Cordiale  in  1904.  Not 
many.  I  suspect,  know  that 
The  original  treaty  of 
1295,  whose  anniversary  is 
being  celebrated  this  year. 


MAGNUS 

UNKLATER 


was  drawn  up  when  John 
Baffiol,  set  up  fry  Edjwn 
as  a  vassal  king  in  Scotiand, 
tumed  against  his  patron 
and  formed  an  affiance 
with  Philip  IV  of  France  - 
who  was  already  at  war 
vritii  England.  The  treaty 

pledged  the  Salts  to  inyade 

and  harry  England  if 
Edward  sent  forces  against 

Philip. 

It  was  the  first  step  to¬ 
wards  the  opening  of  hostil¬ 
ities  between  Scotland  and 
England  which  led  to  Ed- 
ward’s  invasion,  his  tempo- 
raiy  conquest;  then  later  Uk  ' 
resistance  of  the  Scots 
under  William  Wallace  and 
Robert  the  Bruce.  A  stron¬ 
ger  agreement  in  1326,  the 
Treaty  of  Coorbefl.  obliged 
toe  Scots  to  make  war  on 
England  in  the  event  of  new 
hostilities. 

For  nearly  three  hundred 
years  the  alliance  contin¬ 
ued,  with  royal 
marriages  and 
joint  military  op¬ 
erations  cement¬ 
ing  the  bond. 
Again  and  again 
the  Scots  went, 
often  in  great 
numbers,  to  fight 
alongside  the 
French-  After  the 
defeat  at  Agin- 
court  the  Soots 

_  sent  7.000  men  to 

Fiance  and.  at 
Baug6  in  1421,  helped  to 
prevent  the  English  cross¬ 
ing  the  Loire  and  occupying 
central  France. 

As  a  result  the  Scottish 
general,  the  Earl  of  Doug¬ 
las,  was  appointed  Lieuten¬ 
ant  General  of  the  French 
forces  and  was  created  Due 
deTouraine.  Later.  Sir  John 
Stewart  of  Damley  led  a 
Scottish  contingent  under 
Joan  of  Are.  The  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  Garde 
Ecossaise  as  the  personal 
bodyguard  of  the  Kings  of 
France  dares  from  this  time. 


M 


Hilary  alliances 
led  to  trade 
agreements,  a 
tradition  whereby  Scots 
noblemen  sent  their  sons  to 
be  educated  at  Flench  uni¬ 
versities.  The  Scottish  taste 
for  daret  readied  such 
heights  in  the  17th  century 
that  on  the  streets  of  Edin¬ 
burgh  it  was  delivered  dai¬ 
ly.  like  milk. 

Today  its  traces  are  indis¬ 
tinct.  But  bade  in  the  1960s  I 
was  introduced  in  Paris  to 
an  elderly  gentleman, 
quintessentially  French, 
sporting  the  tegion  cthort- 
neur  in  his  buttonhole.  I 
knew  immediately  that  1 
was  looking  at  a  Scottish 
face —something  about  the 
complexion  and  the  set  of 
the  jaw.  His  name  was 
Colonel  Francois  Monroe, 
late  of  the  Alpine  Aitflfery, 
and  yes.  he  said,  his  roots 
had  been  in  Scotland.  How 
far  back?  I  inquired.  “Oh. 
you  know."  he  shrugged  his 
shoulders,  “we  had  to  leave 
when  Cromwell  invaded." 


Connoisseur  of  white  trash,  sex  and  violence 


A  young  American  playwright’s  first  work, 
vilified  at  home,  is  being  lauded  in  Britain 


It  is  3am  in  a  Texan  trailer  park 
and  someone  is  hollering  at  toe 
door  of  one  of  the  filthy  mobile 
homes.  A  woman  in  a  scanty  T-shirt 
that  stops  short  of  her  bare  buttocks 
hurries  to  let  in  her  drug-dealing 
stepson.  He  starts  to  roll  a  joint,  as  his 
obese  father  emerges  yawning,  in 
red  underpants,  absent-mindedly 
scratching  his  genitals. 

Within  moments  father 
and  son  have  agreed  they 
need  money.  OlC  they  will 
hire  Killer  Joe  to  assassi¬ 
nate  Momma  fa  naggy 
alcoholic”)  and  collect  the 
insurance  money.  The 
hitman  demands  a  retain¬ 
er:  the  son  decides  to  offer 
him  the  services  of  his 
virgin,  semi-retarded  sister 
Dottie. 

By  the  end  of  Killer  Joe. 
the  first  play  by  Tracy  Letts, 
a  29-year-old  Chicago  actor.  - — 

the  stage  is  splattered  in  blood,  nearly 
all  of  the  five-strong  cast  has  stripped 
naked  and  the  stepmother  has  been 
forced  to  foliate  a  chicken  bone. 

The  critics  could  have  been  expect¬ 
ed  to  Iambast  this  orgy  of  sex  and 
violence,  as  they  did  to  Sarah  Kane’s 
Blasted  at  the  Royal  Court.  Instead, 
the  play,  which  has  just  completed  a 
short  run  at  the  Bush  Theatre,  has 
been  reviewed  ecstatically.  “Art  of  the 
highest  order,”  wrote  Jack  Tinker,  in 
the  Daily  Mail;  "I  loved  every 
minute,"  said  the  Telegraph;  while 
The  Times's  view  was  “You  could 
choose  to  be  sad,  but  if  you  are 
willing  to  ditch  your  Puritanism 
. . .  you  are  likely  to  laugh  a  lot" 
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All  of  which  has  meant  that  a  play 
which  made  its  debut  in  a  40-seat 
theatre  in  a  suburb  of  Chicago  has 
now  transferred  to  the  Vaudeville  in 
the  West  End,  where  neighbouring 
theatres  are  showing  the  new 
Stoppard  and  Sunset  Boulevard.  It  is 
a  bit  much  for  Letts,  jetlagged  on  his 
first  visit  to  London,  to  take  in-  Back 
home,  the  play  was  dis¬ 
missed  in  the  Sun  Times  as 
one  of  the  two  worst  of  the 
year,  while  Reader  maga¬ 
zine  described  the  author  as 
“evfl". 

*The  British  have  the 
reputation  for  being  puri¬ 
tanical  in  the  States,  but 
you  guys  are  for  more 
liberal  titan  we  are,"  says 
Letts,  inhaling  a  Marlboro 
in  a  shabby,  ill-lit  dressing 
room.  “When  we  took  the 
show  to  Edinburgh  there 
was  some  Desmond  Morris 
documentary  on  television  about 
human  sexuality.  I  was  shocked  by 
some  of  the  things  I  saw." 

He  is  only  half  joking.  Despite  the 
breezy  amorahty  of  Killer  Joe's 
characters,  this  is  a  deeply  moral  play 
which,  for  all  its  hilarity,  has  serious 
points  to  make.  And  the  themes  — 
matricide,  incest  infidelity  —  are  the 
universal  stuff  of  tragedy. 

Letts’*  inspiration  came  from  a 
newspaper  dipping  about  a  Florida 
family  who  decided  to  murder  one 
member  for  the  insurance  and  then 
changed  their  minds  and  killed 
another  member,  who  was  ripping 
them  off.  “What  kind  of  got  me  about 
it  was  the  ease  with  which 


Letts  on  the  set  of  Killer  Joe.  “I  don’t  think  my  characters  are  bad  people." 


they  could  make  such  a  decision,"  he 
says. 

The  play  succeeds  in  exploring  the 
genesis  of  this  moral  inadequacy.  “I 
don’t  think  my  characters  are  bad 
people.  In* fact.  I  have  sympathy  for 
them.  1  find  something  tragic  about 
them.  In  a  lot  of  ways  they  are  not 
solely  culpable,  because  I  don't  know 
how  you  expect  people  to  behave  who 
live  in  a  place  where  there’s  no 
intellectual  or  spiritual  life.  It  must  be 
hard  to  sustain  your  mind  when 
there  is  nothing  to  feed  it  but  toe 
television.”  Throughout  the  play,  the 
TV  set  drones  in  the  background  The 
pathetic  father.  Ansel,  even  tries  to 
turn  it  on  while  Joe  is  throttling  his 
wife. 

Letts  has  first-hand  experience  of 


such  white  trash.  He  was  bom  in 
Durant.  Oklahoma,  a  hundred  miles 
north  of  Dallas,  where  he  moved, 
aged  19.  to  become  an  actor.  “I  still 
find  Dallas  the  most  loathsome  place 
in  the  land  It  is  lacking  in  anything 
that  has  to  do  with  culture." 

His  own  upbringing  was  for  from 
redneck:  Letts ’s  parents  were  both 
university  English  teaches,  although 
his  lather  has  recendy  started  acting 
and  his  mother  is  publishing  a  novel 
(“she’s  a  much  better  writer  than  I 
am").  One  brother  is  a  musician  in 
Singapore,  the  other  works  in  toe 
local  WalMart  hypermarket  “We 
don't  exactly  fit  in  to  Durant,  but  we 
have  always  lived  there  and  we  get  on 
fine." 

He  feels  happier,  however,  in 


Chicago,  the  American  Mid-West’s 
theatrical  capital,  where  he  has  acted 
for  nine  years  with  the  celebrated 
Steppenwolf  company.  “I’m  frankly  a 
better  actor  than  a  writer,"  he  says, 
which  given  the  brilliance  of  Killer 
Joe  is  quite  a  proclamation. 

Currently,  Letts  is  living  in  Los 
Angeles,  cautiously  touting  a  few  film 
scripts  and  performing  in  the  comedi¬ 
an  Steve  Martin’s  play  Picasso  and 
the  Lapin  Agile. 

teve  was  telling  me  that  he 
has  decided  to  give  up 

L7  screenwriting  to  become  a 
playwright,  because  he  is  so  frustrat¬ 
ed  with  losing  control  over  his 
writing  to  Hollywood  He  said  to  me: 
’  They’ will  look  at  your  play  and  find 
all  the  dements  in  it  that  make  it 
different  from  something  else. ’That ^ 
their  job,  to  reduce  everything  to  a 
paste-pudding  norm." 

It  was  Martin  who  provided  toe 
funds  to  take  Killer  Joe  to  Edinburgh 
where,  ironically,  its  huge  success 
meant  it  was  immediately  reassessed 
in  America.  The  show's  last  run  off- 
Broadway  barely  registered  now  if  is 
being  mooted  for  a  commercial  New 
York  run. 

Maybe  Letts,  whose  chain- 
sfriokmg,  skinniness  and  red  hair 
mark  mm  as  more  European  than 
American,  has  found  his  artistic 
none  here.  “It  is  tempting  to  come  to 
Europe,"  he  shouts  from  an  ante 
room,  where  he  is  fastidiously  run- 
nmg  water  to  extinguish  his  cigarette. 

I  toured  in  Scandinavia  and  rodly 
fell  m  love  with  iL  But  my  response 
buityas  a  writer  is  todo  something  to 
make  ray  country  better.  We  Ameri¬ 
cans  are  pretty  amazing  in  a  sense, 
what  we  have  done  in  200  yean  is 
remarkable.  But  at  what  cost?  It  can 
make  you  ashamed." 


the  times  Friday  February 


^Alford  Houston-Boswall  on  the  day  he  confronted  Mr  A1  Fayed  —  and  the  importance  of  learning  to  ski 

We  always 
say  we 
bought  a 
school  at 
Harrods 


In  a  Monty  Python-likc 
scene  this  week,  two  bai- 
Wfe  went  marching 
round  Harrods  earmark¬ 
ing  £ 123.000-worth  of  leather 
Chesterfields,  faux  antique 
bookcases  and  suits  of  ar¬ 
mour.  ail  to  be  seized  for 
0  auction  if  Harrods  does  not 
pay  up  the  court  costs  which 
Sir  Alford  Houston-Boswall 
and  his  wife  Eliana  incurred 
in  their  fight  to  call  rheir  new 
London  prep  school  ‘The 
Harrodian  School1’. 

Amusing,  but  bizarre:  who 
is  this  wealthy  baronet  and 
why  does  he  insist  on  calling 
his  school  the  Harrodian? 
When  I  rang  to  arrange  a  visit, 
the  affable  Sir  Alford 
apologised  that  there  would  be 
no  children  there:  they  are  all 
on  their  vacances  de  neige  — 
he  had  just  taken  35  of  them  to 
Les  Arcs.  To  be  able  to  ski  is  a 
vital  social  asset  —  quite  as 
important  as  an  A  level.”  he 
declared. 

He  is  47.  with  no  A  levels  but 
with  Churchillian  blue  eyes:  it 
is  not  surprising  to  leant  that, 
in  youth,  he  was  repeatedly 
befriended  by  billionaires  who 
happened  to  be  in  need  of  sons 
and  heirs. 

Among  doaens  of  prep 
schools  til  at  have  sprouted  in 
London  in  the  past  decade,  the 
Harrodian  is  something  else 
again:  a  handsome.  late  Geor¬ 
gian  house  in  25  glorious  acres 
that  was  (nice  Harrods*  sports 
and  social  dub.  It  has  ancient 
cedars  on  the  lawn,  and  tile 
pristine  accoutrements  of  a 
Hotel  SpJendide. 

jj  There  are  playing  fields,  a 
heated  outdoor  pool,  a  full-size 
theatre  and  stage,  serried 
ranks  of  Apple  Mac  comput¬ 
ers,  tennis  courts,  a  cricket 
pavilion,  carpets  underfoot 
and  dozens  of  sofas  and  arm¬ 
chairs  where  children  can  sit 
and  play  chess  and  discuss 
life.  French  food  is  served  by 
French  staff  on  red-checked 
tablecloths  with  French  bread 
in  baskets. 

There  are  no  corridors,  no 
uniforms  and  no  bells;  if  a 
child  even  glanced  at  a  dock 
Lady  Houston-Boswall  —  fair 
and  pretty  with  an  “interpret¬ 
ers  degree”  and  a  flair  for 
teaching  French  —  would  fed 
she  bad  failed.  They  do  not  ask 
staff  for  diplomas.  “All  we  are 
interested  in  is.  are  they  gifted, 
passionate,  talented  and  char¬ 
ismatic?”  The  school  (fees 
£6,000  a  year)  has  100  boys 
and  girls  aged  from  seven  to 
11,  but  could  accommodate 
double  the  number,  and  a 
senior  school  is  planned. 


Lady  Houston-Boswall  likes 
to  say  that  they  bought  the 
school  in  Harrods1  sale.  What 
actually  happened  was  that 
the  Houston-Boswalls  had 
beat  bidding  fruitlessly  for  it 
for  years  —  sites  likes  this 
come  up  once  a  lifetime  — 
when  one  day  they  went  to  buy 
a  washing  machine  in 
Harrods  sale,  and  spied  Mr  Al 
Fayed  himself  at  the  foot  of  an 
escalator.  Sir  Alford  broke 
through  the  bodyguards  to 
shake  the  proprietorial  hand. 
"He’s  a  man  with  oodles  of 
charm,"  says  Sir  Alford.  By 
coincidence,  the  sale  went 
through  within  ten  days. 

They  called  it  the  Harrodian 
because  that  is  what  the 
building  had  always  been 
called.  “The  Lonsdale  School" 
(it  is  in  Lonsdale  Road, 
Barnes)  was  spoken  for.  So 
Harrodian  it  was.  on  the 
prospectuses.  And  they  stuck 
to  their  guns  because  of  the 
manner  of  Harrods*  objection. 

“We  were  told:  'How  dare 
you  use  our  name  and  try  to 
live  off  our  reputation  —  cease 
immediately  or  we  will  issue  a 
writ*  To  stan  a  school  from 
scratch  without  a  track  record 
was  hard  enough  without  this 
problem."  Sir  Alford  says.  He 
would  have  been  perfectly 
happy  to  change  the  name. 


Sir  Alford  and  his  wife  at  the  gates  of  the  Harrodian  School:  To  start  a  school  from  scratch  without  a  track  record  was  hard  enough  without  these  legal  problems.**  he  says 
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The  name  wasn't  important 
But  when  I  rang  and  said  let's 
talk  it  out1,  Mr  Al  Fayed  sent 
me  to  his  lawyer.  We  had  to 
defend  ourselves,  and  we  were 
told  we  would  win." 

Win  they  dkL  last  summer 
Mr  Justice  Harman  judged 
that  there  could  be  no  confu¬ 
sion  in  parents'  minds,  and 
ordered  Harrods  to  pay  the 
Houston-Boswalls*  costs.  No 
costs  have  been  paid:  hence 
Monday's  hilarious  scenes.  “If 
1  had  been  let  loose  in 
Harrods."  Sir  Alford  says,  “1 
would  not  have  chosen  the 
furniture  department" 


His  own  school  experiences 
were  unhappy:  the  sad  rail 
journey  from  Paddington  at 
the  age  of  ten,  getting  beaten  in 
the  first  week,  the  tearful 
telephone  call  from  his  mother 
to  tell  him  his  parents1  mar¬ 
riage  had  broken  up.  His 
father  stopped  paying  the  fees 
before  young  Afford  had  taken, 
his  A  levels:  he  had  to  leave 
Lindisfame  College  and  work 
for  his  father. 

Later  they  fell  out  over  a 
business  deal  so,  at  22.  he 
launched  out  on  his  own  in  a 
Knightsbridge  flat,  getting  a 
foothold  in  the  international 
art  and  antiques  world  and 
myestag  astutely  in  the  Baha¬ 
mas  and  els  ewhere.  Then  the 
labour  "Government  got  in 
and  everything  looked  pretty 
grim,"  he  says.  So  off  he  went 
with  his  new  wife  Eliana  to 
New  York,  where  her  parents 
live. 

They  installed  themselves  in 
one  of  Fifth  Avenue’s  grandest 
apartment  blocks  and  flour¬ 
ished  for  several  years,  seem¬ 
ingly  by  charming  the 
aforementioned  billionaires 
such  as  Edgar  Bronfman,  of 
Seagrams,  and  the  founder  of 
Stair  &  Co.  the  largest  antique 
importer,  “who  by  chance  had 
had  a  bustup  with  his  son  and 
was  looking  for  someone  to 
buy  his  way  in  and  take  over”. 
Then  a  partner  at  Stair,  Jules 
Stein,  head  of  MCA.  said:  “I 
could  use  a  man  like  you  in 
Ltaiversal  Studios."  The  Hous- 
ton-Boswalls  went  to  Holly¬ 
wood,  “but  they  didn’t  like  the 
fact  that  1  was  Jules  Stein’s 
bey".  Stein  sent  him  instead  to 
the  ageing  and  reclusive  D.K. 


Ludwig,  reputedly  the  richest 
man  in  the  world  from 
pulping  the  Brazilian  rain¬ 
forests,  who  was  looking  for 
someone  to  take  over  his 
empire.  But  he  and  Ludwig 
did  not  hit  it  off.  “He  had  not 
one  ounce  of  a  sense  of 
humour."  says  Sir  Alford, 
“and  for  me  this  was  a 
prerequisite. 

“I’m  not  a  great  person  for 
presenting  myself  in  front  of 
someone  saying  T*m  great,  I 
can  do  anything'."  (Perhaps  he 
needed  advice  from  the  com¬ 
puter  leather  at  the  Harro- 
dian.  who  gets  the  children  to 
type  out  maxims  such  as:  The 
man  who  wins  is  the  one  who 
thinks  he  can.”) 

Instead,  the  Houston- 
Boswalls  bought  a  splendid 
32-room  Manhattan  mansion, 
filled  ft  with  Old  Master 
paintings  and  fine  carpets  and 
had  more  fun  in  the  art  world 

—  Sir  Alford  even  lectured  on 
18th-century  rooms  and  furni¬ 
ture  at  the  Metropolitan  Mu¬ 
seum  of  New  York  —  before 
selling  the  house  for  a  fabu¬ 
lous  sum,  and  coming  home  to 
London  in  order  to  get  their 
son  Alexander  into  West¬ 
minster. 

The  strange  leap  into  run¬ 
ning  schools  happened  when 
their  son’s  teacher  at  Colet 
Court,  Jane  Addis,  noticed  the 
baronet's  rather  flash  car  and 
asked  him  to  set  her  up  in  a 
pre-prep  school.  They  founded 
the  Merlin  School — still  going 

—  until  one  day  they  heard 
that  the  Harrodian,  where 
Merlin  pupils  did  their  sport, 
was  dosing. 

“1  said  ‘Well.  I'm  not  going 


to  stand  for  that.  111  buy  it!*  At 
the  time  they  were  asking 
many  millions  for  it,  before  the 
crash,  but  something  told  me  I 
would  get  it  Something  said  to 
me,  ‘this  you’re  going  to  get’.” 
While  the  years  of  negotiations 
went  on.  Sir  Alford  restored  a 
medieval  house  in  the  south  of 
France  —  “a  total  romance  for 
me"  —  and  taught  himself 
French  in  order  to  speak  to  the 
builders.  They  lived  in  Paris 
and  sent  their  daughter  to  a 
French  State  school-  Why 
couldn't  English  schools  be 
like  this,  where  boys  and  girls 
easily  mixed  together,  and 
never  wanted  to  go  home?  . 

"All  this  time  I  was  constant¬ 
ly  on  the  telephone  to  the 
House  of  Fraser,  while  the 
building  stood  empty  and  rain 
was  craning  in  and  damaging 


the  parquet  floors."  There  was 
some  haggling  over  the  last 
half  million  —  they  are  said  to 
have  paid.  £35  million  — 
against  a  higher  bidder  who 
wanted  to  turn  it  into  a  swish 
sports  complex,  but  they  got 
their  school . 

They  found  their  direc¬ 
tor  of  studies,  Guy 
Holloway ,  a  tall  lean, 
bespectacled  young 
idealist  of  21,  when  he  came  to 
tutor  their  daughter  in  Paris. 
He  had  read  Eng  Lit  at 
Eteterhouse,  but  Mr  Holloway 
says  Cambridge  students 
these  days  are  only  interested 
in  drinking  and  partying;  he 
has  higher  goals  for  his  pupils. 
He  has  them  learning  Romeo 
and  Juiiet  at  the  age  of  eight 
and  taking  dictation  from 


Donne,  Virginia  Woolf  and 
Ulysses ;  instead  of  a  Nativity 
play  last  Christmas  they  per¬ 
formed  a  short  version  of 
Euripides'  Bacchae.  “And  they 
learn  their  lines,"  said  Mr 
Holloway,  snapping  his  fin¬ 
gers.  "just  like  that 

"These  children  have  to  be 
useful  members  of  society  in  15 
years'  time,  in  a  European 
culture.  We’re  starting  afresh. 
We  have  no  baggage.  We  can 
be  creative.  Old  ideas  are 
depressing  and  mouldy  and 
frankly  they’re  finished." 

Time  will  tell  if  they  fulfil 
their  aim  to  achieve  “a  St 
Paul's  and  Westminster-style 
education,  but  with  a  relaxed 
and  tmregirnented  atmo¬ 
sphere".  All  schools  make 
these  daims.  As  the  Good 
Schools  Guide  says  of  the 


Harrodian:  “Aims  high ...  but 
too  early  to  judge."  The  legal 
problem  was  not  their  only 
teething  trouble:  the  avuncu¬ 
lar  Billy  Howard,  retired  head 
of  Colet  Court,  was  to  have 
been  their  head,  but  they 
disagreed  over  the  educational 
ethos.  So  Eliana,  whose  own 
schooldays  at  the  Lycfe  in 
New  York  were  gloriously 
liberal,  is  now  the  head 

“My  input."  says  her  hus¬ 
band.  who  is  addressed  by  the 
children  as  “Sir  Alford",  “is  the 
look  and  feel  of  the  place,  and 
to  bring  laughter  and  see  that 
irs  a  happy  place." 

“I’ve  had  to  be  a  fighter  all 
my  life  to  get  to  where  1  am.” 
Sir  Alford  added  He  checks 
his  family  motto  in  Debrett 
and  is  cheered  to  be  reminded 
that  it  is  Fortiter.  “Boldly” 


Pity  poor  Stephen  Fry 


As  I  write,'  the  latest 
sighting  of  Stephen  Fiy 
is  from  a  man  who 
rang  Radio  4  to  reveal  that  Fry 
took  ship  at  Ramsgate  on 
Monday;  and  the  latest  reas¬ 
surance  is  from  his  parents, 
who  are  not  worried.  By  now. 
no  doubt,  reports  will  be 
flooding  in:  Fry  in  Montmar¬ 
tre,  in  Tuscany,  in  Baden- 
Baden ;  Fry  in  a  ginger  beard 
and  slouch  hat  hanging  out 
with  lord  Lucan  and  Shergar 
in  a  backstreet  bar  in 
Casablanca. 

Personally,  I  hope  nobody 
finds  him  until  he  is  good  and 
ready.  He  did  his  flit  after  all, 
with  considerable  grace.  After 
the  Saturday  performance  of 
Cell  Mates  and  his  grief  at  its 
reviews,  he  stayed  for  a  chanty 
commitment  on  Sunday,  nar¬ 
rating  Peter  and  the  Wolf. 
then  left  apologetic  letters  to 
playwright,  agent  and  friends, 
saying  that  “disappearing  is 
better  than  putting  my  head  m 
a  gas  oven”  He  is  right. 
It  is.  You  keep  on  running. 
Stephen,  for  just  as  long  as 
you  want 

It  is  hard,  as  a  journalist, 
properly  to  express  sympathy. 
Fry  makes  no  secret  of  tus 
loathing  fra  the  “valueless, 
resentful  and  unpleasant"  glut 
of  personal  criticism  in  the 

press;  he  has  said  that  the 
word  “byline"  derives  from 
“bfle",  and  compared  newspa¬ 
pers  to  used  lavatory  paper. 

He  has  repeatedly  claimed  not 

to  read  them  any  more,  but 
dearly  does,  with  pain;  he  is 
prone  to  lash  out  intemperaifr- 
iy  himself-  On  last  week’s  A 
Bit  of  Fry  and  Laurie  he 


When  the  actor-writer  returns,  he 
will  find  a  welcome  from  his  fans 


seemed  to  want  to  drown 
Rupert  Murdoch,  and  com¬ 
pared  Andrew  Neti  to  cat-sick, 
on  a  duvet  He  also  gives 
dangerously  confessional  in¬ 
terviews,  and  himself  writes 
for  the  hated  press,  last 
weekend  we  could  read  a  piece 
by  Fiy  criticising  journalists 
for  criticising  people  like  him, 
and  saying  that  he 
knows  there  will  be 
“another  hate  piece 
written  about  me, 

’So  he  thinks  he’s 
above  journalism, 
does  he’,  .r 

Foot  devil.  He  is 
wrong  to  care  so 
much,  but  he  may  be 
right  to  recoil  from 
the  thin,  sour,  hate¬ 
ful  tone  of  many 
columns  and  pro¬ 
files.  If  you  are  nor¬ 
mal  and  read  only  one  news¬ 
paper  you  may  be  baffled  by 
all  this,  because  you  see  it  rally 
in  diluted  form-  But  if.  as  1  do, 
you  live  amid  a  pile  of  dog¬ 
eared  cuttings,  you  may  agree 
that  jeering  has  become  a  tad 
too  fashionable.  Myself.  I 
blame  Hello!  magazine, 
whose  meteoric  success  in  the 
1980s  with  creeping  sycophan¬ 
cy  caused  a  collective  nervous 
breakdown  among  other  jour¬ 
nalists,  and  an  earnest  desire 
never,  ever,  to  be  seen  to 
approve  or  forgive. 

These  days,  even  serious 
critics  get  personal.  Listen  to 
this  chap  from  the  Financial 
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Times:  “You  watch  all  those 
unyielding  and  unbending  cu¬ 
bic  feet  of  Fry’s  great  body, 
and  you  listen  to  that  suave, 
clubbable,  heartless  basso 
profondo  voice  of  his.  and  time 
passes  very  slowly."  Is  that 
any  way  to  talk  to  a  man  with 
an  often-confessed  problem  of 
physical  embarrassment,  who 
is  having  his  first  go 
at  West  End  acting? 
If  we  are  so  tender¬ 
hearted  about  veal 
calves,  why  do  we  try 
so  hard  to  make 
performers  unhap¬ 
py?  Especially  since 
a  moment’s  reflec¬ 
tion  reveals  that  the 
average  thespian 
gives  considerably 
more  joy  and  gaiety 

_  to  the  nation  than  his 

deni  gra  lor s.  On  The 
World  at  One  yesterday  they 
had  a  grumbty  critic  called 
Steve  someone,  who  said  in  a 
grey,  fl&t  little  voice  that  Cell 
Mates  “Er,  didn't  um.  spar¬ 
kle".  At  least,  Stephen  Fry  was 
trying.  Taking  a  risk. 

He  should  know  all  this;  the 
bad  news  is  that  he  let  it  get  on 
top  of  him,  and  the  good  news 
is  that  he  had  the  self-respect 
to  run  for  cover  instead  of 
soldiering  on  to  a  worse  col¬ 
lapse.  Without  yielding  to  the 
temptation  of  psychobabble,  1 
would  point  out  that  on  my 
own  rough  scale  of  performer- 
paranoia  risk,  he  scores  four 
bullseyes.  He  has  been  ad¬ 


vancing  on  too  many  fronts  at 
once  —  novels,  films.  TV,  West 
End.  He  has  no  home  fife  (a 
partner's  role  is  to  inveigh  so 
violently  against  your  critics 
that  you  actually  start  taking 
their  side).  He  overworks.  And 
he  doesn’t  realty  need  the 
money  any  more,  since  he 
made  a  fortune  from  Me  and 
My  Giri-  This  is  a  dangerous 
situation:  one  of  the  most  con¬ 
soling  thoughts  when  you  get 
panned  in  the  public  prints  is 
to  think:  “Ah  well.  I  got  paid." 
If  the  money  stops  mattering, 
you  probably  need  approval 
even  more. 

Inventive  artists  often  tend 
to  graze  dangerously  close 
to  the  cliff  edge.  They  need 
a  strategy  for  coping  when  the 
cracks  appear.  I  wish  that  Fry 
could  have  had  a  drink  at  the 
critical  moment  with  that 
great  survivor  of  criticism. 
Terry  Wogan. 

Whenever  I  get  sneered  at 
publicly  I  dose  ray  pricking 
eyes  and  visualise  that  great 
man,  lolling  on  his  sofa  once  to 
answer  my  questions  about 
whether  Wogan  on  television 
was  a  failure.  “Ah,  ever  the 
carping  wont"  he  said,  smil¬ 
ing  sleepily.  “Remember  now, 
keeping  people  amused  is  an 
inexact  science." 

That  might  help.  So  might 
the  TmkerbeU  solution,  in 
which  members  of  the  public 
write  in  by  the  hundred  to  say 
what  pleasure  Stephen  Fry 
has  given  them,  and  wishing 
him  well.  When  he  comes 
back,  his  agent  will  have  a 
sackful  of  such  letters.  They 
will  make  him  feel  a  lot  betteT. 
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How  Nolan 
failed  to  find 
the  facts 

Michael  Pinto-Duschinsky 

says  more  evidence  is  needed  of 
what  is  wrong  in  public  life 


The  common  stock  of  familiar  phrases  is  gradually  being  depleted,  writes  Philip  jjowmj 


The  gap  between  public 
worries  and  the  self- 
contained  worlds  of 
Whitehall  and  Westminster  is 
widening  by  the  day.  Nothing 
demonstrates  this  more  sharp¬ 
ly  than  the  public  hearings  be¬ 
fore  Lord  Nolan’s  Committee 
on  Standards  in  Public  Life, 
which  ended  yesterday. 

In  the  real  world,  there  is  an 
unending  flow  of  revelations 
of  alleged  greed,  inefficiency 
and  sleaze  in  high  places.  As  if 
on  a  different  planet.  Lord 
Nolan  said  even  before  his 
committee  began  to  call  wit¬ 
nesses  that  “this  country  has 
long  enjoyed  a  reputation  for 
the  honour  and  integrity  of  its 
public  institutions . . .  based 
upon  a  widely  shared  tradition 
of  public  service". 

The  Committee  concluded 
before  it  had  even  started  that 
the  Marconi  scandal  of  1912 
was  “far  more  serious  than 
any  of  the  cases  which  have 
been  publicised  over  recent 
months".  In  fact,  however,  the 
Marconi  affair  was  tame  by 
current  standards. 

Yet  scandals  that  would 
have  caused  uproar  before  the 
First  World  War  are  so  com¬ 
mon  today  that  they  go  almost 
unnoticed.  The  latest  stage 
in  the  Foxley  case  —  involv¬ 
ing  a  conviction  for  bribes 

amounting  to  more  _ 

than  £1  million  to  a 
former  Mini  spy  of  W 

Defence  official  —  , 

was  almost  squeez-  napp 

ed  out  of  the  press.  wtfn 

It  was  one  of  the  _ 

largest  cases  of  pub-  disa 

lie  bribery  in  British  , 

history.  abOl 

In  Nottingham,  Dr«b 

the  university'  au-  ^ 

thoriries  were  due  to  _ 

debate  whether  to  hold  an 
inquiry  into  the  issues  raised 
by  the  suicide  of  Professor 
David  Regan.  The  Thatcherite 
professor  had  left  a  series  of 
letters  drawing  attention  to 


What 
happens  if 
witnesses 
disagree 
about  the 
problem? 


the  Nolan  committee  insist  — 
correctly  —  that  many  such 
reports  about  sleaze  are  un¬ 
proven.  Moreover,  as  Sir  Nor¬ 
man  Fowler  showed  in  his 
sharp  and  well-documented 
answer  to  Lord  Thomson  of 
Monifieth.  Labour  Party  ap¬ 
pointees  to  quangos  also  have 
much  to  answer  for. 

What  is  more  surprising 
and  unfortunate  is  that  the 
committee  has  taken  almost 
no  steps  to  establish  the  facts 
about  the  extent  of  corruption 
in  British  public  life.  Apart 
from  employing  a  team  at  Bir¬ 
mingham  University  to  ana¬ 
lyse  appointments  to  quangos 
and  a  graduate  student  at 
Essex  University,  it  has  com¬ 
missioned  no  research  a  tail.  It 
is  relying  on  submissions  from 
the  public  and  on  its  witnesses. 
Some  members  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  acknowledge  that  the  re¬ 
sults  of  this  traditional  method 
of  procedure  will  inevitably  be 
impressionistic. 

Three  reasons  are  given  by 
the  committee  for  its  refusal  to 
conduct  a  systematic  review. 
All  are  bogus.  First,  and  most 
ingenious,  is  die  assertion  that 
Nolan'S  function  is  to  develop 
new  codes  of  conduct  for  MPs 
and  public  officials  in  other 
words,  to  suggest  remedies.  It 
is  possible  to  do  this  (the  argu- 

_  merit  goes)  without 

knowing  how  much 
2X  corruption  actually 

exists  and  where. 
T1S  it  According  to  this 

ccpc  approach,  the  pre- 

scription  of  a  cure 
iree  does  not  depend  on 

'  ,  establishing  the  na- 

’  tne  ture  and  the  extent 

of  the  disease. 

“  A'  A  second  argu- 
_  ment  against  exam¬ 

ining  the  facts  is  that  the  terms 
of  reference  prevent  the  com¬ 
mittee  considering  individual 
cases.  Yet  there  are  ways  for 
factual  assessments  to  be  pre¬ 
sented  without  smearing  indi- 


what  he  considered  intolerable , ,  viduals.  M  Ps  and  officials  are. 
conditions  at  the  university  often  willing  to  be  remarkably 


and  by  implication  to  declin¬ 
ing  standards  of  conduct  in 
higher  education.  Additional¬ 
ly.  two  colleges  in  the  Mid¬ 
lands  were  embroiled  in 
scandals  involving  expenses 
and  the  purchase  of  a  night¬ 
club.  Reports  about  an  investi¬ 
gation  into  “potentially  unusu¬ 
al  payments"  in  six  more 
further  education  colleges 
were  the  subject  of  a  lead  story 
in  The  Times  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  Supplement. 

The  bosses  of  privatised 
power  companies  have  been 
in  the  news  for  multimiJIion 
pound  profits  from  share  op¬ 
tions.  The  £337,000  spent  on 
renovating  Air  Chief  Marshal 
Sir  Sandy  Wilson’s  official 
residence  in  Gloucestershire 
led  to  further  headlines. 

As  if  all  this  were  not 
enough,  there  were  also  Lord 
Lester’s  allegations  of  “cash 
for  questions"  in  the  Lords,  the 
latest  batch  of  stones  about  the 
pay  of  executives  in  the  health 
service,  and  the  controversy 
over  the  Government’s  pro¬ 
posed  salary  increases  for  top 
civil  servants.  In  other  fields, 
the  Public  Accounts  Commit¬ 
tee  published  its  concern 
about  alleged  fraud  in  the 
Overseas  Development  Ad¬ 
ministration  (amounting  to 
nearly  El  million). 

It  is  only  to  be  expected  that 
Conservative  witnesses  before 


frank  about  their  financial 
affairs  and  problems  (and 
those  of  colleagues)  provided 
that  they  know  they  will  not  be 
identified. 

The  third  argument  for 
avoiding  a  thorough  in¬ 
vestigation  is  that  it  is 
sufficient  for  Lord  Nolan  and 
his  colleagues  to  rely  on  the 
judgment  of  the  senior  figures 
appearing  as  witnesses.  The 
trouble  here  is  the  wild  varia¬ 
tion  between  different  witness¬ 
es.  To  Lord  Blake,  current  pro¬ 
blems  of  corruption  “pale  into 
insignificance"  beside  those  of 
Edwardian  times.  By  contrast, 
the  chairman  of  the  Commons 
Public  Accounts  Committee. 
Robert  Sheldon,  reportedly 
takes  the  view  that  standards 
of  public  conduct  have  fallen 
to  their  lowest  level  since  the 
creation  of  the  modern  Civil 
Service  in  the  1 9th  century. 

The  collection  of  opinions  — 
however  distinguished  the  wit¬ 
nesses  —  is  of  limited  value  if 
they  are  not  backed  by  evi¬ 
dence.  It  would  have  been  in 
the  public  interest  (and,  inci¬ 
dentally.  in  the  Government's 
interest  too)  if  the  committee 
had  given  greater  priority  to 
the  task  of  investigation.  Only 
then  could  the  public  have 
slept  soundly  in  their  beds. 

The  author  is  senior  research 
fellow  of  Brunei  University. 


Europhobes  and  Europhiles  are 
creating  Eurofatigue.  Many 
regard  them  as  the  most 
tedious  Eurobores  since  the  Channel 
Tunnel  or  even  the  Euroman thian 
Boar,  which  only  Hercules  was 
strong  enough  to  silence.  Their 
pullulating  Euro-prefix  fits  our  mass 
soundbite  rhetoric.  But  a  previous 
political  nervous  breakdown,  in 
which  a  party  in  power  tore  itself 
apart,  had  nicer  rhetoric  for  its 
dissidents.  Instead  of  describing  his 
bandits,  whether  whipless  or  in 
Cabinet,  as  bastards  or  being  sev¬ 
eral  apples  short  of  a  picnic,  John 
Major  could  try  Adullamites.  It 
describes  them  precisely  and  elegant¬ 
ly.  But  not  everyone  would  recognise 
the  reference. 

In  1866  John  Russell'S  Government 
fell  because  of  the  implacable 
oppoosition  to  electoral  reform  of  two 
handfuls  of  his  Liberal  supporters. 
John  Bright,  the  Quaker  reformer 
and  orator,  made  the  first  humorous 
speech  of  his  life. 

Sadly,  its  humour  has  faded.  The 
Times  (exceptionally)  reported  “great 
laughter"  when  he  declared  that  the 
rebellious  party  of  two  reminded  him 
of  the  Scotch  terrier,  which  was  so 
covered  with  hair  that  you  could  not 
tell  which  was  the  head  and  which 
was  the  tail  of  it.  The  punch  of  the  gag 


Are  my  references 
lost  on  you? 


may  have  depended  on  its  delivery 
and  the  fact  that  it  was  delivered  by 
such  a  solemn  statesman. 

Bright  said  that  the  rebel  lea¬ 
der  had  retired  into  his  political 
Cave  of  Adullam.  His  reference 
was  to  the  malcontents  who  joined 
David  when  he  was  being  hunted 
by  Saul.  “And  everyone  that  was 
in  distress,  and  every  one  that  was  m 
debt,  and  everyone  that  was  discon¬ 
tented.  gathered  themselves  unto 
him."  His  phrase  created  sensation. 
The  Times  devoted  a  page  to  his 
speech,  and  Adullamfte  and  Cave 
passed  into  the  stock  of  political 
cliche  to  describe  rebels  with  their 
various  discontents,  resentments  and 
ambitions. 

That  stock  of  familiar  stories  which 
rang  a  bell  with  everyone  —  whether 
from  scripture,  nursery  rhymes,  fa¬ 
bles  or  romances  —  has  been  deplet¬ 


ed.  Fans  of  the  Blur  may  not 
recognise  the  music  of  Michael 
Tippett  Even  those  with  a  general 
knowledge  of  scripture  and  the 
classics  have  difficulty  in  recog¬ 
nising  some  of  the  enchanting  stor¬ 
ies  painted  by  Nicolas  Poussin.  Why 
is  the  infant  Moses  dancing  on 
Pharaoh's  crown?  What  goddess  up 
aloft  rests  with  elbow  propped  non¬ 
chalantly  on  a  cloud,  while  blind 
Orion  strides  towards  the  rising 
sun  with  a  boy  standing  on  his 
shoulders?  Today  one  needs  at  least 
an  undergraduate  knowledge  of  Res¬ 
toration  history  to  decode  a  sem¬ 
inal  English  poem  such  as  Absalom 
and  Achitophel.  and  to  work  out 
for  instance,  that  Gath  repre¬ 
sents  the  Philistine  headquarters  of 
Brussels. 

Fragments  of  the  old  common 
stock  of  Eurostories.  such  as 


Noah’s  .Ark  and  the  Trojan  Horse, 
have  lived  on  into  our  age  of  wider 
but  shallower  general  knowledge. 
"Cloud-cuckoo-land”,  brought  to  life 
again  in  the  Cambridge  Corn  Ex¬ 
change  this  week,  is  still  used 
in  modern  rhetoric  But  we  get  its 
store  slightly  wrong,  mistaking  the 
“cuckoo"  element  to  represent  batti¬ 
ness  in  that  clever  though  unfamilial 
bird.  The  original  Cloud-cuckoo-land 
was  a  Utopian,  over-the-rainbow 
Wizard  of  Oz  place,  away  from  the 
horrors  of  war  and  Eurofanaririsnr. 
john  Bright  would  have  recognised 
its  pacifist  vision. 

In  a  multicultural  society,  it  has 
become  very  difficult  to  find  a 
reference  that  will  be  recognised 
immediately  by  everyone.  Advertis¬ 
ing  slogans  and  jingles  seldom  cross 
frontiers  and  have  short  lives,  though 
widely  popular  ones.  Caichphrases 


jssl “Staw <*■  h5Ve 

ontothe  succeeding  me™ 

UStlSL  Mickey  MouK;  Fato 

Christinas  and  the  Po  pe  are 
universal  images  of  the  i gg™ 
world,  and  they  have  thar  gram 
as  metaphors  or  symbols  for 

cal  painters,  even  supposing  that  we 

had  arty  with  a  fraction  of  Poussin's 

g  TteCaveof  AduUam  ties  dormant 
in  the  microfilms  of  tack  numbere  ®f 
newspapers.  My  bngWyomig^- 
shadow  —  fan  of  the  Blur  (and  as  it 
happens,  Michael  Tippett)  -  passed 
when  asked  if  she  had  heard  •  of 
Adullamites.  But  that  was  a  master¬ 
stroke  of  political  insult  when 
John  Bright  first  thought  of  it 
And  even  then.  The  Times  reported 
that  MPs  of  that  filitist  and  more 
narrow]1}'  learned  age  asked  him  af¬ 
ter  his  speech  in  which  of  Shake¬ 
speare's' plays  the  Cave  was  men¬ 
tioned.  And.  for  all  his  scriptural 
knowledge,  John  Bright  had  not 
followed  his  metaphor  to  its  conclu¬ 
sion:  David  and  his  bolshies  tri- 
umphed  in  die  story-  Luckily  for 
democracy,  they  did  not  win  the 
battle  to  prevent  reform. 


An  air  force  to  reckon  with 


It  is  too  soon  to  be  sure,  but  I 
think  that  the  Swiss  authorities 
are  coming  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  danger  from  invasion  of 
their  country  by  hostile  powers  has 
I  very  slightly  diminished.  The  Ger¬ 
mans.  the  French,  the  Italians,  the 
Austrians  —  these  must  naturally  be 
watched  day  and  night  for  the  first 
sign  of  such  troops  massing  on  the 
Swiss  border  —  but  at  Swiss  Army 
Headquarters  (and  of  course  Swiss 
Navy  Headquarters  as  well)  there  is  a 
slight  —  very  slight  —  feeling  that 
some  relaxation  of  the  precautions 
against  the  threat  to  Switzerland’s 
existence  might  not  come  amiss. 

For  instance,  very  many  trilingual 
scholars  of  the  highest  renown  have 
studied  die  matter  and  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  die  Second  World 
War  has  finished;  of  course,  although 
absolute  certainty  cannot  be  claimed, 
the  Swiss  trilingual  man  in  the 
trilingual  Swiss  street  is.  albeit 
carefully,  behaving  as  though  there 
is  no  longer  any  use  for  blackout 
curtains  and  bomb-proof  air-raid 
shelters. 

May  they  never  again  need  such 
things.  (Though  now  I  come  think  of 
it  they  never  needed  them  in  die  first 
place,  except  against  the  occasional 
bomb  that  had  gone  astray  from  one 
or  the  other  of  the  combatants.) 

We  laugh  at  Switzerland,  and  there 
is  much  to  laugh  at,  but  that  countiy 
of  some  seven  million  people  does 
have  qualities  that  I  think  no  other 
nation  possesses. 

Take,  for  instance,  the  passage 
above,  in  which  1  laugh  at  their 
solemn  determination  not  to  be  sub¬ 
jugated  by  any  greedy  nation  that 
wants  the  lush  pickings  of  that  calm, 
sensible  place.  (Dull,  yes;  but  calm 
and  sensible.)  We  laugh,  but  they 
don't,  though  they  must  see  as  dearly 
as  everybody  does  the  absurdity  of 
arming  up  to  the  teeth  m  case  Austria 
takes  it  into  her  head  to  bombard 
Switzerland  with  Sachertorte. 

They  don’t  laugh  at  themselves. 
I  said.  But  there  is  a  reason.  In 
some  ways  Switzerland  resembles 
Israel:  the  Jewish  State  makes  dear 
that  it  does  not  ask  for  help  against 
her  enemies,  as  her  enemies,  over 
die  years,  have  discovered.  Much 
of  that  could  Ije  said  about  Switzer¬ 
land  (though  Switzerland,  unlike 
Israel,  pays  her  own  way).  But,  you 
say,  Switzerland  has  no  enemies.  No, 
but  the  Switzers  have  long  memories, 
and  they  remember  that  when  the 
whole  of  Europe  had  vanished  into 
the  darkness  and  evil  of  Nazism,  one 
light,  and  one  only,  still  bravely 
shone. 

But  I  learn  from  Mr  Robert  Kroon. 
in  the  International  Herald  Tribune . 
that  a  mighty  upheaval  impends  in 
the  normally  most  placid  of  nations. 
And  the  upheaval  will  be  taking  place 
just  where  the  Swiss  troops  are  least 
likely  to  find  them. 

As  you  must  know,  Switzerland 
has,  and  has  had  for  very  many 


Sweet  sirs,  the  Switzers  may  be  paranoid  about  defence, 
but  they  have  a  remarkable  way  of  organising  it 


years,  a  citizen  army.  Every  able- 
bodied  Switzer  must  by  law  keep  a 
rifle  in  his  home,  in  good  repair,  and 
he  must  also  keep  ammunition  for 
the  gun:  failure  in  these  orders  is  an 
offence.  Moreover,  every  able-bodied 
male  under  60  years  of  age  must, 
again  by  law.  go  bade  into  the  armed 
forces  for  a  month's  refresher  course 
every  year. 

That  is  all  brave  and  bold,  but 
reality  must  at  some  point  put  its 
head  round  the  door.  The  likelihood 
of  Switzerland  being  attacked  by  a 
hostile  force  is.  even  the  Swiss  men- 
at-arms  would  agree,  remote.  Possi¬ 
bly,  one  night  when  Zhirinovsky  is 
good  and  drunk  he  might  announce 
that  he  is  going  to  invade  Switzer¬ 
land.  but  even  then,  the  Swiss  should 
not  tremble  in  their  shoes,  because  he 
has  no  army  and  is  very  unlikely 
indeed  to  know  where  Switzerland  is. 

Nevertheless,  the  Swiss  are  notor¬ 
iously  thrifty;  surely,  not  all  those 
rifles  are  essential,  and  likewise 
the  ammunition?  Very  well,  say  the 
boffins,  and  lo!  200.000  footslog¬ 
gers  are  decommissioned,  the  bri¬ 
gades  whose  task  was  to  defend  the 
mountain  fortifications  are  no  longer 
needed,  and  from  now  on  Switzer¬ 
land's  defences  are  to  be  on  a  wing 
and  prayer  —  actually.  64  wings. 


Levin 


because  the  thrifty  Swiss  have  just 
ordered,  from  the  Americans.  32 
fighter-bombers.  (Come  and  get  us, 
San  Marino!) 

But  all  that  business  with  the 
mines  and  the  barbed  wire  (and.  I  bet 
also  the  nuclear  capacity  buried  very 
deep  in  the  soil  of  Switzerland),  leaves 
the  greatest  problem  untouched.  And 
this  untouched  problem  is  the  one  of 
which  I  said  it  would  break  out  just 
where  the  Swiss  troops  were  least 
likely  to  find  it 

Pigeons. 

What  do  you  mean,  pigeons?  What 
have  pigeons  got  to  do  with  the  fortifi¬ 
cations  of  Switzerland?  Answer:  a 
great  deal.  For  the  Swiss  High  Com¬ 
mand,  in  its  sweep  of  unnecessary 
forces  has  also  deckled  that  one  close- 
knit  unit  must  also  be  stood  down. 
And  these  troops,  who  have  done 
great  service  for  Switzerland,  are 
30.000  well-trained  carrier  pigeons. 


And  then  there  comes  solid 
evidence  that  the  tail  story  is 
perfectly  true,  and  the  up¬ 
roar  coming  from  the  War 
Office  is  a  battle  between  those  who 
think  that  the  pigeons  are  now  of  no 
use.  and  those  who  —  whether  from 
sentiment  or  strict  usefulness  — 
should  not  be  disbanded.  For  the 
citizens  of  this  amazing  country,  who 
don’t  think  themselves  in  any  way 
amazing,  have  got  yet  another  fan¬ 
tasy  that  turns  out  to  be  perfectly  true. 
1  told  you  thar  all  the  male  citizens 
under  60  have  to  take  a  month  off 
every  year  to  refresh  their  knowledge 
of  their  weapons  and  the  use  of  them. 
But  I  did  not  tell  you  —  largely 
because  I  thought  I  would  have  been 
thrown  down  the  stairs  —  that  the 
pigeons,  every  year,  just  like  the 
citizens,  must  also  take  out  from  their 


Now  look  here,  I  don’t  make  the 
news,  so  you  can’t  blame  me  for  it.  If 
I  am  told  that  much  of  the  Swiss 
Army  of  400.000  is  to  be  disband¬ 
ed.  and  that  in  its  place  there  will  be 
30,000  birds,  squawking  and  flap¬ 
ping  and  making  horrid  messes,  l 
shall  report  that  item,  and  what  I 
think  when  I  go  home  is  my  business. 
But  you  must  admit  that  it  is  a  pretty 
taif  story. 


work  and  life  a  stated  time  back  on 
the  asphalt,  whereon,  presumably,  a 
pigeon  sergeant-major  puts  the  pi¬ 
geons  through  their  paces  with  many 
a  cry  of  “Pick  your  feet  up.  you 
‘orrible  tittle  pigeons". 

Well,  whatever  you  think  about  the 
Swiss,  you  must  admit  that  they  are 
not  like  other  nations.  And  that 
otherness  stretches  quite  a  tong  way. 

I  cannot  improve  on  Mr  Kroon's 
knowledge,  so  1  shall  quote  it 

. . .  private  pigeon-keepers  train  then- 
birds  for  an  annual  two-week  military 
refresher  course.  That  involves 
dispatching  unaccompanied  homing 
pigeons  by  train  to  some  border 
destination,  where  the  station -master 
releases  the  birds  from  their  baskets. 
The  birds  then  fly  borne  at  an  altitude 
of  6,500ft  at  speeds  of  about  47  miles 
per  hour . . .  Grounding  the  birds  will 
save  the  Swiss  Govenmem  600.000 
Swiss  francs  a  year  in  pigeons' 
railroad  fees,  feed  and  25  centimes  per 
bird  a  year  for  upkeep  expenses 
. .  .The  first  affected  will  be  private 
owners'  23.000  bin)  conscripts, 
because  the  army  intends  to  hold  onto 
its  own  squadron  of  7.000  military 
liaison  pigeons  for  the  time  being 
. . .  The  narion’s-266  keepers  of  carrier, 
pigeons  have  offered  to  assume  the  cost  ’ 
for  the  the  military  preparedness  of 
their  birds.  The  Defence  Department 
...  says  if.  is  impressed  by  the  patriotic, 
gesture... some  high-ranking  Swiss 
officers  say  scratching  the  pigeon’ 
detachments .  is  a  bird-brained 
.r„ . .  decision .  .  .  modem  znflitary  commu¬ 
nications  can  be  intercepted  by  the. 
enemy  or  jammed  by  electronic 
courtier-measures,  in  which  case  one. 
or  preferably  two,  homing  pigeons 
could  be  highly  useful. 

There  is  another  aspect  to  this 
story.  We  are  told  that  the  changes 
are  for  thrift  not  defence.  But  that 
must  mean  that  the  coffers  of  Swit¬ 
zerland  are  dangerously  low  —  after 
all.  we  are  told  that  the  cost  of  the 
keep  of  one  homing  pigeon  a  day  is  a 
mere  25  centimes,  and  there  is  a  plan 
afoot  (see  above)  to  dispense  with  the 
entire  30.000  flock.  That  must  surely 
mean  that  Switzerland  will  be  going 
down  the  plughole  any  day  now. 
Switzerland?  Switzerland  pawning 
file  Matterhorn?  And  that  means  a 
gigantic  uproar,  because  the  Matter¬ 
horn  is  not  entirely  within  the  Swiss 
borders  —  there  is  a  substantial  bit  in 
Italy,  and  the  Italians  aren't  going  to 
give  their  bit  up.  Soon  we  shall  be 
passing  the  hat  round  for  Switzer¬ 
land  —  who  would  have  thought  it? 

Come;  we  can’t  let  poor  Switzer¬ 
land  starve.  It  is  time  to  examine 
those  pigeons  more  dosely.  Clearly, 
they  have  been  well  looked  after; 
whatever  homing  pigeons  eat  they 
have  had  it  in  abundance,  and  that 
means  that  they  must  be  plump,  with 
a  nice  sheen  on  their  feathers. 

You  see  what  I'm  getting  at? 

Perhaps  the  Switzers  won’t  like  the 
joke,  or  even  see  it.  Never  mind; 
Switzerland  will  go  her  way,  whether 
she  is  laughed  at  or  admired.  And 
anyway,  who  says  it  is  impossible  to 
have  both? 


Clarke’s  loss 


KENNETH  CLARKE’S  political 
adviser,  Tessa  Keswick,  will  an¬ 
nounce  today  that  she  is  leaving 
her  posL  As  Clarke’s  closest  confi¬ 
dante  for  the  past  six  years  — 
through  his  tenures  at  the  Health 
and  Education  Ministries,  the 
Home  Office  and  the  Treasury  — 
Keswick  has  become  one  of  the 
most  powerful  women  in  Britain. 

“It’s  very  straightforward  and 
sad,”  she  says.  “But  after  six  hard 
years  there  are  other  things  I  want 
to  do  in  due  course."  David  Ruffley. 


Keswick:  time  for  change 


her  cerebral  deputy,  will  move  up 
to  take  Keswick’s  place,  and  two 
more  advisers  will  be  appointed. 

Keswick  is  the  daughter  of  Lord 
Lovat  and  wife  of  the  millionaire 
banker  Henry  Keswick.  She  has 
been  increasingly  absent  in  the 
post  few  months  in  order  to  handle 
tangled  family  affairs  after  recent 
tragedies.  Her  brother  Andrew 
was  fatally  gored  by  a  buffalo  in 
Tanzania  last  year,  and  then  Si¬ 
mon.  her  eldest  brother,  died  of  a 
heart  attack  after  faffing  off  his 
horse  while  drag-hunting.  It  is 
thought  that  her  family's  estate  in 
Scotland  will  be  sold  tins  spring. 

Keswick  is  further  to  the  right 
than  Clarke,  who  will  be  sad  to  see 
her  go.  “The  Chancellor  will  need 
fresh  blood  and  new  ideas  leading 
“P  to  the  election.  That  is  not  what 
he  says,  but  it  is  what  I  say.”  she 
says.  “But  it's  a  wonderful  job  and 
he's  a  wonderful  boss  —  I  would 
recommend  him  to  anyone:” 

•  Richard  Ingrams,  the  parish 
church  organist  and  editor  o/The 
Oldie  magazine,  is  planning  an 
assault  on  Westminster  Abbey.  He 
contend  the  abbeys  organist  at  a 
party  recently  and  came  away  with 


an  invitation  to  play.  "He  can't  fit 
me  in  until  July  but  Pm  already 
practising 

Radio  days 

STUDENT  newspapers  are  old 
hat.  Undergraduates  at  Oxford  are 
applying  for  their  own  radio  sta¬ 
tion.  “We  are  getting  our  first  re¬ 
stricted  service  licence  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  before  applying  for  the  full 
licence,”  says  the  project  co-ordina-. 
tor  Philip  Weiss  (Christ  Church, 
third  yeah. 

Brendan  May  (Balliol.  second 
year,  head  of  programming)  is  call¬ 
ing  all  alumni;  "We  want  to  exploit 
them  mercilessly  to  get  them  to 
come  and  talk  on  air,"  he  says.  “We 
aspect  very  attentive  audiences  for 
our  ‘Bluff  Your  Way  Through  Ex¬ 
ams'  series." 


The  discjockey  Paul  Gambac- 
dni,  who  read  politics,  philosophy 
and  economics  at  University  Coll¬ 
ege.  admits  to  skimping  on  his  es¬ 
says  when  he  was  first  studying  at 
Dartmouth  College  in  New  Eng¬ 
land.  “The  students  already  had 
commercial  radio  there.  I  loved  it 
so  much  that  1  did  ten  hours  of 
radio  every  day  for  four  years." 


Crumbs,  John 

THERE  were  fraught  moments 
just  before  artistes  such  as  Hugh 
Grant,  Shirley  Bassey  and  Nigel 
Hawthorne  turned  up  at  No  10  for 


l't*\  5/W//VG  IA? 
TO  ILL 


a  reception  for  the  London  Arts 
Season  on  Wednesday  night.  After 
a  busy  day  launching  the  Irish 
framework  document  in  Belfast, 
the  Majors  were  in  a  flap. 

“John  was  in  a  fearful  state." 
says  my  source.  mHe  was  there  on 
time  but  Norma  wasn't  He  rushed 
about  saying,  ’Where’s  Norma? 
Where's  Norma?*,  and  wringing 
his  hands  as  the  guests  were  queue¬ 
ing  up  to  be  received  downstairs." 

Norma  eventually  appeared, 
looked  her  husband  up  and  down, 
approved,  and  the  distinguished 
guests  were  ushered  in.  But  just 
after  the  first  tranche  was  through, 
Norma  spotted  a  flaw.  She  leant 
over  and  brushed  some  crumbs  off 
the  Prime  Minister's  dun. 

•A  confusing  slip  from  Hansard 
the  other  day  had  Alan  Duncan, 
Conservative  MP  for  Rutland  and 
Melton ,  asking  the  Foreign  Secre- 
tary  questions  about  football  rath¬ 
er  than  the  West  Bank.  What 
plans ,  asked  Duncan,  had  he  to 
visit  the  West  Bank  and  “ Gazza 7 


Hair  today 

hairstyles  were  the  topic  of  the 
evening  when  a  Sloane  Street  bou¬ 
tique  opened  on  Wednesday.  Pop 
singer  Terence  Trent  D’Arby 
sported  a  new  defoliated  look 


Piles  of  style:  Terence  and  Helena  hit  the  Sloane  Street 


(dreadlocks  turned  peroxide  crop). 
His  reason  for  the  change  was  a  tad 
unusual:  ur  got  in  trouble  with  the 
Mob  and  needed  a  disguise.  1  was 
going  to  get  hit  by  the  Mafiosi.  Any¬ 
way,  blondes  have  more  fun." 

No  they  don’t,  said  the  model 
Yasmin  le  Bon  (bottle^btonde  turn¬ 
ed  brunette):  “I  married  as  a  brun¬ 
ette.  have  much  more  fun  as  a 
brunette,  and  Pm  going  to  stay  bru¬ 


nette."  Helena  Christensen  (cop 
per-tmt  turned  brunette),  a  catwall 
colleague  who  arrived  at  the  Pradz 
boutique  with  her  pop  singer  Mich 
ael  Hutchence,  was  all  for  change 
Red,  green,  yellow — who  cares?  Il 
doesn't  matter  what  colour  or  style 
you  are,"  she  said. 
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FRANCE  AT  SEA 

Pans  should  act  swiftly  to  end  the  Channel  blockade 


Silini  ^  u°f  the  Channel  pons  by 
smtang  French  seamen  is  an  omra« 
Draens  of  femes  have  had  to  cancel  or  Si 
their  sailings-  Hundreds  ofpassensersTwe 
yesterday  soanded  in  teSK 
rampaging  demonstrators  in  Calais  Not 
Jusn.acti(n?  inconvenienced  thou- 

S2JSfcSi-?,T,a5s  who  have  bad  their  half- 
tenn  holidays  disrupted;  more  importantly 

1 showa  3W  again  that  the  French 
Cann?t  be  trusted  to  enforce 
European,  or  even  rts  own.  laws. 

This  wildcat  strike,  reminiscent  of  the 
worst  excesses  of  union  militancy  in  Britain 
two  decades  ago,  is  ostensibly  about  the 
employment  by  the  small  British  company 
Meridian  of  Polish  seamen  at  wages  far 
below  those  paid  to  French  seamen.  In  fact  it 
is  a  quarrei  oyer  high  wages,  restrictive 
practices  and  union  bullying  between  the 
French  seamen  and  the  cross-Channel  ferry 
companies.  British  travellers  and  British 
companies  are  the  victims  of  this  dispute 
0And  the  French  appear  to  be  in  no  hurry  tc 
uphold  the  rule  of  law. 

Secondary  picketing  was  outlawed  in  this 
country  years  ago.  Attempts  to  block  not 
only  the  French  ports  but  also  the  Channel 
Tunnel  would  not  be  allowed  in  Britain, 
even  if  the  strike  were  legal  and  preceded  by 
a  proper  ballot  Even  under  the  commit¬ 
ments  given  by  France  to  its  European 
partners  on  free  competition,  the  attempt  to 
enforce  a  commercial  monopoly  by  the 
seamen  would  be  illegal.  A  complaint  over 
French  behaviour  has  already  been  made  to 
Neil  Kinnoclt  the  Transport  Commissioner. 
If  the  dispute  continues  he  should  demand 
tough  action  from  France  to  uphold  the  I9S6 
regulation  granting  all  shipowners  the 
freedom  to  operate  throughout  the  EU  —  the 
kind  of  action  against  strikers  he  was 
reluctant  to  countenance  as  Labour  leader. 

French  seamen  are  among  the  highest 
paid  in  the  world.  They  are  loath  to  lose  their 
privileges,  and  dearly  see  Meridian  as  the 


thin  end  of  a  wedge  that  will  be  used  by  their 
employers  to  force  down  their  own  wages. 
The  French  have  a  thin  pretext  for  their 
protests.  The  Poles,  coming  from  outside  the 
EU.  do  not  have  work  permits  for  either 
Britain  or  France,  and  therefore  are  never 
allowed  to  come  ashore;  speaking  Polish, 
they  may  not  understand  shouted  orders, 
and  this  could  allegedly  be  dangerous, 
although  most  of  the  world’s  ships  are  today 
manned  by  polyglot  crews. 

Probably  the  real  reason  for  the  French 
anger  is  the  realisation  that  the  Channel 
Tunnel  threatens  to  break  the  power  of  the 
seamen’s  unions.  Ferry  companies  will  have 
to  cut  costs  and  improve  services.  British 
seamen,  who  earn  only  about  half  as  much 
as  their  French  counterparts,  appear  to  have 
understood  this  and  are  bracing  themselves 
for  the  retrenchments  essential  if  the  ferries 
are  to  survive. 

The  French  reaction  is  a  crude,  old- 
fashioned  resort  to  union  power  and 
violence.  Unfortunately,  past  experience  has 
shown  that  in  France  such  bullying  often 
works.  Time  and  again  the  French  Govern¬ 
ment  has  attempted  tQ  curb  public  expense 
only  tore  treat  in  the  face  of  determined,  and 
often  violent,  opposition:  the  perennial  farm 
riots,  the  students’  revolt  and  the  confronta¬ 
tion  over  the  restructuring  of  Air  France  are 
telling  examples. 

The  Balladur  Government  has  shown  a 
consistent  reluctance  to  resist  militant 
opposition,  turning  a  blind  eye  to  the 
breaking  of  the  law  by  rioting  students  and 
farmers  blockading  motorways.  The  spec¬ 
tacle  of  French  police  initially  standing  by 
and  allowing  the  Channel  ports  to  be  taken 
over  by  violent  seamen  is  ample  proof  not 
only  of  M  Ballad  ur’s  policy  of  appeasement 
but  of  his  nervousness  that  an  election 
victory  may  be  slipping  from  his  grasp. 
Britain  and  Europe  have  the  right  to 
demand  a  French  Government  made  of 
sterner  stuff. 


APPEALING  PROPOSALS 


The  new  criminal  cases  review  body  is  welcome 


Michael  Howard's  announcement  yes¬ 
terday  of  legislation  to  establish  a  new 
Criminal  Cases  Review  Commission  won 
support  across  the  political  spectrum  and 
was  warmly  welcomed  by  the  Lord  Chief 
^Justice.  The  need  for  an  independent  body  to 
investigate  miscarriages  of  justice  was  wide¬ 
ly  acknowledged  long  before  the  recommen¬ 
dations  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Crimi¬ 
nal  Justice  in  July  1993.  The  damage  done  to 
public  confidence  by  the  cases  of  the 
Birmingham  Six  and  Guildford  Four  still 
needs  to  be  repaired.  The  new  proposals 
should  begin  the  process. 

How  allegations  of  miscarriages  should 
be  examined  after  appeal  rights  have  been 
exhausted  has  been  a  perennial  question  for 
lawyers  and  constitutionalists.  Since  the 
Criminal  Appeal  Act  of  1968,  the  Hone 
Secretary  has  had  the  power  to  refer  cases  to 
the  Court  of  Appeal  where  he  feels  a 
conviction  is  unsafe.  This  right  has  been 
used  very  restrictively.  Between  1989  and 
1992  for  instance,  only  28  cases  involving  49 
appellants  were  so  referred,  in  spite  of  die 
fact  that  the  Home  Office  receives  between 
700  and  800  applications  a  year.  As  Lord 
Runciman's  Royal  Commission  observed, 
the  power  to  refer  has  been  used  restrictively 
and  reacrively.  The  Home  Office  has 
sometimes  appeared  sluggish  in  its  response 
to  issues  of  great  public  and  private  concern. 

It  is  also  constitutionally  unhealthy  for  the 
Home  Secretary  to  exercise  this  quasi- 
judicial  function.  The  separation  of  powers 
is  not  absolute  in  this  country.  Judges  have 
considerable  powers  to  quash  executive 
decisions;  the  Home  Secretary  determines 
the  length  of  sentence  which  many  prisoners 
will  serve.  Yet  the  power  to  refer  cases  which 
4  have  exhausted  the  appeal  system  backto 
w  the  courts  is  a  particularly  sensitive  one.  The 


Home  Secretary  is  always  exposed  to  the 
accusation  that  his  derisions  concerning 
such  applications  are  politically  motivated. 
The  criminal  justice  system  will  benefit  from 
the  transfer  of  this  power  to  a  body  that  is 
publicly  acknowledged  to  be  independent. 

Hie  main  area  of  controversy  remains  the 
manner  in  which  the  new  commission 
should  cany  out  investigations  into  cases 
which  crane  before  it  The  Rundman 
commission  recommended  cautiously  that 
“the  direction  of  inquiries  and  their 
evaluation  once  completed  would  benefit 
from  the  employment  on  the  staff  of  the 
authority  of  people  with  relevant  investiga¬ 
tive  experience”.  The  proposed  body  wall 
consist  of  at  least  1 1  members  and  employ  up 
to  60  staff,  with  an  annual  budget  of  more 
than  £4  million.  But  Mr  Howard  has 
stopped  short  of  creating  a  special  team  of 
officers  to  carry  out  investigations.  Instead, 
the  body  will  be  able  to  call  on  police  officers 
for  help  as  the  need  arises. 

For  this  the  Home  Secretary  was  roundly 
criticised  yesterday  by  Chris  Muliin,  the  MP 
who  campaigned  successfully  on  behalf  of 
the  Birmingham  Six.  The  failure  to  set  up  an 
investigative  team  completely  independent 
of  the  police  was,  he  argued,  “an  absolutely 
fatal  flaw”.  This  is  an  overreaction.  It  is 
insulting  and  false  to  suggest  that  no 
policeman  can  be  trusted  to  carry  out  such 
work.  The  nature  and  scale  of  the  investiga¬ 
tions  carried  out  by  the  commission  will  also 
vary  enormously.  Better  for  it  to  employ 
officers  from  different  parts  of  the  country  as 
and  when  they  are  needed  than  to  maintain 
an  expensive  standing  army  of  investigators. 
In  its  first  few  years,  the  body  will  probably 
face  an  overwhelming  rush  of  applications. 
It  will  need  all  the  flexibility  the  Government 
is  willing  to  grant  it 


HOMO  LOQUENS 


The  whole  earth  was  of  one  language,  and  of  one  speech’ 


is  an  old  Ga  proverb  from  Ghana 
chimes  that  “Language  changes  every 
miles".  There  is  also,  alas,  a  more 
and  gloomy  calculation.  According  to 
xch  naoer  read  earlier  m  the  week  to 
ScS^Sation  forme  Advance- 
rf  Science,  nearly  3.000  languages 
LSfextinct  over  the  next  centmy. 
Sen!  so  wished,  their  prorah 

Sphered  to  “600  languages  die 
eare  almost  as 

-Id  today  as  there  are  vanen«<rffru^ 

moths.  Of  these,  a  mere  169  are^ 
by  the  CIA  as  “crmcal  .  mthesense 

owledge  of 

I^ukuku,  Marraawan^, 
Northern  Porno.  Ok.  ^Sj^Ta 
Lgman  and  Zynan  ®  rrvstal’s 
^examples  from 

:ly.to  be  with  us  mereiy 


m  Porno  nas,  m k  ^ 
her  eighties,  in 

ffiamtmue  to  be  threatened,^ 

utoerffies  are.  But  if  the 

B”but^y;s^tni 

.one  has  suggested  that  it  is 


then  so  is  Odul  (a  Paleosiberian  tongue, 
better  known  as  Yukaghir). 

It  has  been  suggested,  and  not  just  by 
paranoid  Frenchmen,  that  the  funeral  rites 
of  other  tongues  are  conducted  in  English. 
Yet  while  it  is  true  that  language  is  a 
Darwinian  business  —  and  that  English  is 
the  most  sinewy  longue  of  all  —  many  more 
tongues  have  died  with  the  death  of  the 
traditional  ways  of  life  of  their  speakers  than 
from  some  great  anglophone  onslaught. 

French  does  not  merit  special  protection, 
as  its  speakers  must  learn  to  compete  in  the 
free  market  of  language.  But  we  are  duty- 
bound  to  rig  the  market  in  favour  of  —  or  to 
give  “scaffolding"  to  —  those  little-spoken 
languages  which  wilt  in  the  rude  and  mod¬ 
ern  glare  from  which  there  is  now  no  escape. 
They  should,  wherever  possible,  be  doc¬ 
umental  by  our  faculties  of  linguistics  and 
philology,  their  spoken  passages  recorded 
on  tape,  and  their  last  practitioners  filmed 
for  future  generations.  Technology  can  here 
come  to  the  aid  of  teetering  tradition. 

We  must  burrow  out  in  haste  the  few 
remaining  speakers  of  the  Khoisan  family  of 
languages,  for  example,  of  which  only 
Kwadi  and  Sandawe  number  more  than 
10,000;  or  of  the  Ge-Pano-Carib  strain, 
perhaps  the  most  endangered  of  aJl-  In 
embalming  these  languages  at  their  mo¬ 
ment  of  death,  we  will  at  least  be  keeping 
alive  our  own  spirit  of  inquiry. 
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Getting  into  jail  can  also  be  difficult 


How  to  care  for  an 
ageing  population 

From  Dr  Julian  Oram  and 
Professor  P.  H.  Millard 

Sir,  We  are  glad  to  congratulate 
Madame  Joanne  Calment  of  Axles  on 
her  120th  birthday  today  (report. 
February  20;  leading  article,  February 
21).  We  were  also  pleased  to  note  your 
brief  report  of  February  7  that  there 
are  now  over  4,000  centenarians  in 
Britain  compared  with  300  forty  years 
ago.  In  1991. 807.000  people  were  aged 
over  85.  and  there  will  be  1.5  million  of 
this  age  by  2015. 

All  this  is  good  news.  Unfortunate' 
ly.  however,  increasing  age  brings 
more  likelihood  of  dependency  and 
disability  Irom  illnesses  such  as 
arthritis,  stroke,  dementia,  and  cir¬ 
culatory  and  respiratory  disorders. 
There  is  an  8  per  cent  disability  profile 
for  65-75  year  olds  and  40  per  cent  for 
the  over-85  age  group. 

Our  experience  in  Wandsworth  is 
relevant.  A  decade  ago  we  tackled  the 
problem  of  a  long  waiting  list  for 
admission  and  blocked  hospital  beds 
by  introducing  active  therapeutic 
policies.  We  took  over  a  small  acute 
hospital  on  Wandsworth  Common 
(the  Bolingbroke)  and  transformed  it 
into  an  active  treatment  centre  with  a 
demonstration  long-term  care  unit 
and.  by  working  with  the  borough,  we 
established  a  community  hospital  that 
won  a  Sunday  Times  award  in  1991. 

In  1981  the  Government  decided 
that  Britain  could  not  afford  the  nec¬ 
essary  expansion  in  geriatric  medi¬ 
cine  to  cope  with  an  increasingly 
ageing  population.  It  subsequently 
enteral  into  a  policy  of  integration  of 
acute  care  and  private  en  terprise,  with 
mixed  results.  Within  the  decade, 
public  expenditure  on  private  and 
voluntary  residential  and  nursing 
care  rose  from  £8  million  a  year  to 
£2.4  billion,  as  the  number  of  income- 
supported  recipients  of  institutional 
care  rose  from  11,000  in  December 
1979  to  253.200  in  November  1991- 

In  1993,  in  an  attempt  to  control 
expenditure,  the  Government  intro¬ 
duced  the  Community  Care  Act  which 
shifted  responsibility  to  local  authori¬ 
ties.  Now  social  workers  have  to 
decide  the  degree  of  nursing  care  that 
clients  need.  Many  local  authorities 
are  struggling  to  meet  die  costs  of 
care,  whether  ft  be  in  the  community 
or  a  long-term  residential  setting,  and 
economic  reality  means  that  those 
who  can  afford  it  will  have  in  future  to 
make  an  increasing  financial  contri¬ 
bution,  as  wfll  the  public  purse. 

A  dramatic  change  has  occurred  in 
longterm  care,  moving  from  open 
wards  and  multi-occupancy  rooms 
with  flimsy  curtains  for  privacy  to 
single  room  unhs  with  their  own 
sanitation  and  washing  facilities. 
Much  of  this  has  been  achieved  by 
entering  into  contract  with  voluntary 
and  private  organisations. 

Specialists  in  _  geriatric  medicine 
however  are  having  almost  no  input 
into  these  facilities,  and  this  is  an  area 
where  we  have  great  expertise.  U  is 
heartening  to  know  that  die  Govern¬ 
ment  is  considering  new  guidelines, 
so  that  all  those  who  enter  long-term 
care  are  first  screened  by  specialists  in 
geriatric  medicine  arid  that  these 
specialists  will  also  be  involved  in  the 
continuum  of  their  care. 

Yours  etc. 

JULIAN  ORAM. 

PETER  H.  MILLARD. 

St  George's  Hospital  Medical  School, 
Division  of  Geriatric  Medicine, 
Cranmer  Terrace.  SW17. 

February  21. 


Measure  for  measure 

From  Mr  Peter  X.  Milner 

Sir.  Award  time  for  the  creative  am  is 
with  us  again  and  1  would  like  to 
nominate  the  Government,  in  the 
farm  of  the  Central  Statistical  Office, 
for  the  award  for  creative  accounting. 

From  March  the  CSO  will  publish  a 
measure  of  inflation  which  will  ex¬ 
clude  both  mortgage  payments  and 
indirect  taxation  (report,  February  16) 
and  will  release  only  “on  request"  its 
measure  of  tax  and  price  inflation. 
This  will  allow  the  Government  to 
continue  with  its  policy  of  replacing 
direct  with  indirect  taxation,  to  the  de¬ 
triment  of  poorer  sections  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  and  at  the  same  time  claim 
continued  success  in  reducing  head¬ 
line  inflation,  upon  which  it  expects 
the  country  to  settle  its  pay  awards. 

Perhaps  the  Government  would 
explain  to  those  of  us  who  pay 
mortgages  and  indirect  taxes  how  we, 
too.  can  remove  these  from  our  own 
monthly  calculations. 

Yours  faithfully. 

PETER  R.  MILNER. 

Old  Orchard  House.  Avon  Das  sett. 
Leamington  Spa,  Warwickshire. 


From  Miss  Nemone  Lethbridge 

Sir.  Last  week  I  attempted  to  visit  a 
client  in  custody.  I  had  visited  him  in 
November,  at  the  same  prison,  with¬ 
out  problem.  On  this  occasion  a  letter 
of  introduction  had  been  written,  an 
appointment  made  and  identification 
tendered  (season  ticket  bearing  photo¬ 
graph  and  signature,  credit  cards, 
professional  card). 

1  was  refused  admittance.  So  was 
my  instructing  solicitor.  An  unquali¬ 
fied  clerk  learning  the  law,  was 
admitted,  because  he  had  on  his 
person  a  drivers  licence.  He  con¬ 
ducted  the  conference  with  my  client 

While  the  clerk  was  wrestling  with 
problems  of  criminal  Fesponsibilily 
inside,  my  instructing  solicitor  and  I 


From  the  Deputy  Director  of  Oxfant 

Sir.  Tomorrow,  Friday,  will  be  a 
special  day  in  Cambodia,  but  there 
will  be  no  celebrations  as  it  will  be 
Mines  Awareness  Day.  Thousands  of 
amputees,  doctors,  surgeons,  be¬ 
reaved  mothers,  fathers,  sons  and 
daughters  will  march  through  Phnom 
Penh  calling  for  a  ban  on  the  pro¬ 
duction  and  use  of  these  indiscrimi¬ 
nate  and  long-lasting  weapons.  The 
day  will  also  be  a  memorial  for  all 
those  who  have  lost  their  lives  to  what 
has  been  called  “the  world's  worst 
serial  killer". 

Statistics  on  landmines  in  Cam¬ 
bodia  are  staggering.  An  estimated  7 
million  mines  Utter  the  country,  nearly 
one  lethal  mine  far  every  man,  woman 
and  child.  Landmines  have  given 
Cambodia  the  unenviable  honour  of 
having  the  highest  per  capita  amputee 
rate  in  the  world. 

Long  after  the  war  is  over  and  the 
soldiers  have  gone  home,  landmines 
—  “silent  soldiers"  —  remain  in  the 
ground  awaiting  the  random  footfall 
of  an  innocent  civilian.  Throughout 
the  world,  in  countries  such  as 
Angola.  Afghanistan,  Mozambique 
and  the  former  Yugoslavia,  landmines 
are  wreaking  havoc.  Yet  the  produc- 


Prescription  charges 

From  Professor  David  Silverman 

Sir.  You  report  today  that  the  Govern¬ 
ment  defended  the  latest  increase  in 
prescription  charges  by  arguing  “that 
those  who  could  afford  to  do  so  should 
make  a  small  contribution  towards 
the  increased  spending  on  the  NHS". 

Exactly  so.  But  isn’t  that  why  wepay 
income  tax,  levied  according  to  ability 
to  pay?  Why  tax  the  sick?  Unless, 
perish  the  thought,  die  Government 
wants  to  use  inequitable  tax  increases 
of  this  kind  to  pave  the  way  for  yet 
another  pre-election  tax  “cur. 

Yours  sincerely. 

DAVID  SILVERMAN. 

Goldsmiths’  College, 

Sociology  Department. 

Lewisham  Way,  SE14. 

February  23. 


‘Lay*  Communion 

From  the  Bishop  of  Maidstone 

Sir,  On  February  18  you  carried  a 
report  which  presented  me  as  some¬ 
one  “declaring  . . .  support  for  lay 
celebration  of  the  Holy  Communion". 
What  it  did  nor  make  clear  is  that  I  see 
no  need  for  such  unusual  action  at 
present 

I  introduced  the  thought  in  a  calk 
which  reflected  on  the  challenges  and 
dilemmas  faring  the  Church  of  Eng¬ 
land  if  it  wishes  to  remain  a  Church 
that  is  “there"  for  all  the  communities 
of  our  country. 

Within  fifteen  years  I  believe  we 
shall  be  hying  to  serve  the  country 
with  significantly  fewer  dergy.  In  the 


Federal  Europe 

From  Mr  Antony  Moore 

Sir,  Mr  Lamont  fearfully  foresees  a 
Britain  within  a  federal  Europe  with  a 
status  like  that  of  the  State  of 
Delaware  within  the  United  Slates  of 
America  (report,  February  18). 

He,  and  we.  should  ask  ourselves 
what  today  would  be  the  international 
standing,  and  what  the  economic 
wealth,  of  a  sovereign,  independent 
State  of  Delaware  whose  forefathers 
had  decided  ro  stand  aside  from  the 
development  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  consequently  to  have  no 
influence  over  its  nature  or  its  policies. 

Fortunately,  after  150  years  of 
constant  fighting,  first  with  the  native 


sat  outside  the  custody  area,  watching 
the  steady  stream  of  wives  and 
sweethearts  (who  obviously  had  their 
driver’s  licences  about  them)  coming 
and  going.  Some  of  them  seemed  far 
from  welL  We  thought  that  some  were 
probably  under  the  influence  of  drugs. 
We  wondered  which  w ere  buying  and 
which  were  selling. 

We  also  wondered  whether  in  future 
the  DVLC  would  issue  its  licences 
bearing  the  following  words-.  “You  are 
licensed  to  drive  the  following  vehicles 
...  and  to  enter  Her  Majesty’s  Prison 
Belmarsh." 

I  am.  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
NEMONE  LETHBRIDGE, 

116-118  Chancery  Lane.  WC2 
February  17. 


tion.  export  and  use  of  these  weapons 
continues  unabated. 

Cambodia,  along  with  many  other 
countries  including.  Italy,  Sweden. 
Belgium  and  Ireland,  is  calling  for  a 
worldwide  ban  on  the  production, 
transfer,  stockpiling  and  use  of 
landmines.  Whilst  the  British  Govern¬ 
ment's  recent  ratification  of  the  I9S1 
UN  protocol  restricting  the  use  of 
landmines  is  welcome  (report,  Feb¬ 
ruary’  22)  the  Government  must  now 
go  the  extra  mile  and  call  for  a 
worldwide  ban  on  a  weapon  which  is 
just  as  indiscriminate  and  evil  as 
chemical  and  biological  weapons. 

The  UK  and  Irish  members  of  the 
NGO  Forum  on  Cambodia,  on  whose 
behalf  I  write,  urge  the  Government  to 
increase  toe  level  of  humanitarian  aid 
for  toe  victims  of  mines  and  of  mine 
clearance  and  mine  awareness  pro¬ 
grammes.  Failure  to  act  now.  to  join 
the  move  to  end  the  threat  of  these  re¬ 
pulsive  weapons,  will  mean  the  con¬ 
tinued  destruction  of  innocent  lives 
during  and  long  after  the  ravages  of 
wars. 

Yours  etc. 

STEWART  WALLIS 
Deputy  Director.  Oxfam. 

274  Banbury  Road.  Oxford. 


From  Dr  Shirley  Holton 

Sir.  It  is  wrong  that  under  the  guise  of 
providing  a  National  Health  Service 
the  Government  should  impose  a 
charge  of  more  than  the  goods  (ie. 
drugs)  may  be  worth  on  a  significant 
proportion  of  the  population.  One 
solution  is  for  patients  to  ask  their  GPs 
for  private  prescriptions  where  the 
cost  of  the  drugs  will  be  less  than  if 
provided  by  the  NHS.  They  are  enti¬ 
tled  to  do  this  and  drug  costs  are 
available  to  GPs  through  the  British 
National  Formulary,  a  publication 
which  every  GP  receives  free. 

Yours  etc, 

SHIRLEY  HOLTON 
(Consultant  in  Public 
Health  Medicine). 

Erin  House,  Nightingales  lane, 
Chalfont  St  Giles,  Buckinghamshire. 
February  23. 


rural  areas  particularly  this  may  have 
to  cafl  for  very  radical  developments. 
My  idea  for  “provisional  lay  celebra¬ 
tion"  was  discussed  in  that  context. 
The  idea  is  nothing  new.  It  is  based  on 
the  thought  of  a  famous  dissertation 
on  ministry  written  by  Bishop  J.  B. 
Ughtfoot  in  1868. 

I  was  making  no  dramatic  call  to  the 
rest  of  the  Church.  The  House  of 
Bishpps  group  that  is  thinking  cm 
these  matters  already  knows  my 
thoughts.  We  need  to  face  the  looming 
crisis  with  vision.  That  is  what  1 
actually  talked  about 

Yours  sincerely. 
tGAVIN  MAIDSTONE, 

Bishop’s  House.  Pett  Lane. 

Charing,  Ashford,  Kent 


Indians  and  then  among  themselves, 
the  Swedish.  Dutch  and  English 
colonists  in  Delaware  had  acquired  a 
wider  vision,  and  a  truer  understand¬ 
ing  of  their  own  best  interests,  and  at 
toe  Annapolis  Convention  of  1797  were 
the  first  representatives  of  the  five 
attending  states  to  ratify  toe  Federal 
constitution. 

I  understand  that  the  citizens  of  the 
State  of  Delaware  today  see  no  reason 
to  regret  this  decision  and  that  their 
present  life  is  by  no  means  disagree¬ 
able. 

Yours  faithfully. 

ANTONY  MOORE. 

Touchbridge,  Boarstall, 

Aylesbury.  Buckinghamshire. 
February  18. 


Cambodia’s  day  for  ‘worst  killer’ 


Livestock  disease 

From  Mr  Peter  Curtis 

Sir.  Since  the  free  market  in  British 
livestock  was  introduced  in  1993.  with 
its  “open  frontier"  practices,  several 
disease  problems  have  been  appar¬ 
ently  imported  into  toe  UK,  including 
equine  viral  arteritis,  warbled  cattle, 
foot-and-mouth  disease  vaccinated 
cattle  (possible  carriers),  and  brucello¬ 
sis  of  cattle.  The  problems  may  have 
been  contained  for  the  present,  but 
they  will  undoubtedly  recur. 

Many  other  serious  livestock  dis¬ 
eases  are  also  present  in  Europe. 
Given  the  1994  report  by  toe  House  of 
Commons  agriculture  committee, 
which  questioned  whether  the  Com¬ 
munity's  veterinary  fund  was  ade¬ 
quate  for  its  eradication  responsibil¬ 


ities.  it  is  unclear  how  the  re-eradi- 
cation  of  these  diseases  would  be 
funded,  should  they  be  introduced  into 
the  UK. 

Foot-and-mouth  disease  appeared 
in  toe  Community  in  Italy  in  1993  and 
the  Greek  islands  in  1994.  In  both 
outbreaks  illegal  imports  were  the 
probable  origin  and  Britain's  frontiers 
were  “open”  initially.  The  risks  this 
involved  for  the  intensive  UK  cattle, 
sheep,  goat  and  pig  industries  seem 
totally  unacceptable  on  health,  welfare 
and  economic  grounds. 

The  Agricultural  Committee  wished 
the  “farming  community  to  be  buzzing 
with  information  on  die  dangers  and 
responsibilities  associated  with  im¬ 
porting  stock",  and  made  some 
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proposals  to  improve  import  controL 
Yet  the  Government  it  seems,  is  intent 
on  reducing  its  state  veterinary  service 
activities  and  does  not  wish  to  accept 
responsibility  for  new  diseases  found 
in  UK  livestock. 

Uncontrolled  re-imported  disease  of 
which  sheep  scab  is  a  present  exam¬ 
ple,  may  cause  untold  animal  suffer¬ 
ing  in  future  years.  Given  our  island 
state,  our  livestock  deserve  more 
protection  from  avoidable  disease.  We 
need  a  more  forward-looking  philos¬ 
ophy  of  disease  reduction. 

Yours  sincerely, 

PETER  CURTIS, 

Hie  University  of  Liverpool, 
Department  of  Veterinary  Clinical 
Science  and  Animal  Husbandry. 
LeahursL  Neston,  South  WirraL 
February  20. 


Honouring  the 
Spitfire’s  creator 

From  Sir  Charles  J.  Jessel 

Sir,  Although  Reginald  Mitchell's  son 
was  informed  that  his  father  could  not 
be  given  a  posthumous  award  for  cre¬ 
ating  toe  Spitfire  (report,  February  21) 
because  such  honours  can  only  be 
given  for  gallantry,  there  seems  to  be 
no  reason  why  his  widow  or  son 
should  not  have  been  granted  a  tide. 

In  the  same  issue  you  reported  that 
the  widow  of  John  Smith.  Labour 
Leader  of  the  Opposition,  has  taken 
the  title  of  Baroness  Smith  of 
Gilmorehill,  her  honour  presumably 
being  awarded  in  recognition  of  her 
late  husband's  services  to  toe  nation. 

This  is  an  example  of  a  widow 
receiving  the  recognition  due  to  her 
spouse.  But  the  honour  could  be  given 
to  a  son.  This  was  the  case  in  my  own 
family.  My  great  grandfather,  a  Mas¬ 
ter  of  the  Rolls,  died  too  young  to  be 
created  a  baronet  The  tide  was 
granted  to  his  son  in  1883. 

Is  it  too  late  to  rectify  this  seeming 
lack  of  gratitude  to  one  who  contrib¬ 
uted  so  greatly  to  the  winning  of  the 
Battle  of  Britain,  and  thus  eventually 
to  victory  in  World  War  II?  Surely 
something  special  should  be  done  in 
this  year  of  VE-Day  celebrations  to 
honour  such  an  Important  man? 

Yours  etc, 

CHARLES  JESSEL 
South  Hill  Farm. 

Hastingleigh.  nr  Ashford.  Kent. 
February  21. 

From  Group  Captain  David  Green, 
Chairman  of  the  Spitfire  Society 

Sir,  As  a  teenage  fighter  pilot  in  1942. 
and,  many  years  Later,  the  founder  of 
this  society,  I  have  known  throughout 
my  years  in  aviation  that  I  owe  my  life 
to  the  matchless  design  skill  of  R.  J. 
Mitchell.  I  share  with  his  son.  Dr 
Gordon  Mitchell,  sadness  that  “RJ" 
did  not  survive  to  see  how  his  genius 
and  dedication  made  all  toe  difference 
between  freedom  and  tyranny. 

Yours  sincerely. 

DAVID  GREEN. 

Chairman.  The  Spitfire  Society, 

141  Albert  Road. 

Southampton,  Hampshire. 

February  21. 

From  Mr  I.  R.  Lyon 

Sir,  Every  ageing  schoolboy  reading 
The  Times  today  would  have  been 
quite  horrified  by  your  caption  to 
Mitchell’s  Spitfire.  They  would  all 
know  that  K5G54  was  not  just  “one  of 
the  first":  it  was  the  first,  and  a  quite 
exceptional  and  unique  aeroplane. 

Yours  faithfully, 

IAN  LYON. 

EastoneGrey, 

Allenhayes  Road.  Salcombe,  Devon. 
February  21. 


What  the  blazers! 

From  the  President  of  the 
Oxford  Union  Society 

Sir,  How  nice  to  read  (Diary.  Fbb- 
ruary  21)  that  the  Cambridge  Union 
are  finally  following  toe  Oxford 
Union’s  lead,  and  buying  themselves 
blazers.  We  noted  Cambridge’s  jeal¬ 
ous  looks  at  our  debaters’  jackets  as 
we  cruised  past  them  in  die  recent 
world  championships  in  Princeton. 

Apparently  Cambridge  plan  only  to 
provide  for  the  men;  strange,  as  their 
best  debater  is  a  woman.  Our  ladies 
are  happy  with  blazers,  but  perhaps 
Cambridge  can  persuade  the  Queen’s 
dressmaker  to  rim  up  an  evening 
gown. 

Congratulations  must  go  to  Sir 
Hardy  Amies,  however,  for  having 
already  picked  out  a  shade  of  Oxford 
Blue.  How  sensible:  duck-egg  never 
was  very  fetching. 

Yours, 

ROBERT  PALMER, 

President.  Oxford  Union  Society. 
Flrewin  Court,  Oxford. 


Episcopal  abuse? 

From  the  Archdeacon  of  Aston 

Sir,  Did  a  retired  bishop  really  use 
obscene  language  in  a  letter  to  toe 
Archdeacon  of  York?  That's  what 
Julia  liewellyn  Smith  (interview.  “I 
believe  in  God,  not  in  getting  on". 
February  10)  said  happened  after  a 
■Thought  for  the  Day"  broadcast 
I  call  upon  toe  archdeacon  to 
substantiate  the  claim  or  else  deny  toe 
report  If  he  does  neither,  his  own 
credibility  will  be  suspect 

Yours  faithfully, 

JOHN  BARTON. 

26  George  Road. 

Edgbastcm.  Birmingham. 

Ftebruary  11. 


Move  along,  there 

From  Mrs  Alan  Robson 

Sir,  Yesterday  morning  I  saw  a  lorry 
equipped  with  a  large  hoist  and 
bearing  the  inscription  “Community 
recycling". 

Is  this  some  new  diabolical  govern¬ 
ment  scheme  for  relocating  citizens? 

Yours  truly. 

LIZ  ROBSON. 

The  Rectory, 

Wrotham,  Kent 
February  21. 


Letters  for  publication  should  cany 
contact  telephone  numbers.  We 
regret  that  we  cannot  accept 
letters  by  telephone  but  they 
may  be  sent  by  fax  to  0171-782  5046. 
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BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
february  &  His  Excellency  Profes¬ 
sor  Cvril  Foray  and  Mrs  Foray  were 
received  to  farewell  audience  by  Tbe 
Queen  and  took  leave  upon  His 
Excellency  feUaquishing  Ws  appoint¬ 
ment  as  High  Gnunissianer  for  the 
Republic  of  Sierra  Leone  in  London. 

His  Excellency  Mr  Jan  Herman 
van  Roijen  was  reoaved  in  audience 
by  Her  Majesty  and  presented  the 
Letters  of  Recall  of  his  predecessor 
and  his  own  Letters  of  Credence  as 
Ambassador  Extraordinary  and 
Plenipotentiary  bum  the  Kingdom  of 
die  Netherlands  to  the  Court  of  St 
James's. 

His  Excellency  was  accompanied 
by  die  following  members  of  the 
Embassy:  Mr  Ronald  Loudon  (Min¬ 
ister  Plenipotentiary).  Mr  Adriaan 
Quanjer  (Minister  pjenlpwenriary. 
Economic  Adairs).  Mr  Hinkimis 
Nijenhuis  (Political  Counsellor .  Con¬ 
sul  General).  Mr  Rodaf  van  der 

Kraan  (First  Secretary.  Economic 
Affairs).  Captain  Jakobus  Bide  (Mili¬ 
tary  Attache).  Colonel  Huberrus 
Bonsd  (Military  Attach^).  Mr 
Harmen  de  Boer  (Counsellor.  Agri¬ 
culture)  and  Mr  Hubertus  Tabfcers 
(Counsellor.  Industrial  Affairs). 

Mis  van  Roijen  was  also  received 
by  The  Queen. 

Sir  John  Cotes  (Permanent  Under¬ 
secretary  of  State  6k-  Foreign  and 
Commonwealth  Affairs)  was  present 
and  the  Household  in  Waiting  were 
in  attendance. 

Dr  Klaus  Hansch  (President  of  the 
European  Parliament)  was  received 
by  Her  Majesty. 

The  Queen,  CokmeMn-Chief.  The 
Royal  Green  Jackets,  received  Gen¬ 
eral  Sir  Ed  want  Jones  upon 
relinquishing  his  appointments  as 
United  Kingdom  Military  Repre¬ 
sentative  at  NATO  and  as  Repre¬ 
sentative  Colonel  Commandant.  The 
Roval  Green  Jackets,  and  Major 
General  Christopher  Wallace  upon 
assuming  the  appointment  as  Repre¬ 
sentative  COknel  Commandant.  The 
Royal  Green  Jackets. 

The  Queen.  Patron,  and  TTw  Duke 
of  Edinburgh  this  afternoon  visited 
the  Royal  Institute  of  International 

Affairs.  Chatham  House.  London 
swi.  to  marie  the  Seventy  Fifth 
Anniversary  of  the  Institute  and  were 
received  by  the  Honorary  President 
(the  Lord  Jenkins  of  HilOiead)  and  the 
Chairman  (the  Lord  Tugendhai). 

Her  Majesty  and  His  Royal  High¬ 
ness  viewed  '  an  exhibition  before 
louring  the  Institute,  escorted  respec¬ 
tively  by  Professor  Sir  Laurence 


School  news 

EdgefriD  College.  Bideford. 
Devon 

The  Governors  are  pleased  to 
announce  the  following  Scholar¬ 
ship  and  Exhibitions  for  September 

%•  Scholarships;  Chari ohe  Buffer 
Kino.  Moira  Johns. 

II*  Scholarships:  Caroline  Btzeray. 
Kate  Neal. 

it*  Exhibitions:  Sophie  Barker. 
Janies  Braund.  Hayley  Pert. 

H*  Music  Scholarship:  Roberta 

Ensor. 

tt*  Music  Exhibition:  Hannah 
Langdon. 

IS*  scholarships:  John  Ensor 
Elizabeth  Tyter. 

IS*  Exhibition: Thomas  Maiding. 
Wycombe  Abbey  School 
Scholarship  Awards  1995 
The  Wycombe  Abbey  Open 
scholarship:  Jointly  -  Rebecca 
Jackson.  Ashdown  House  SchooL 
and  Karrina  Penman.  Godstowe 
Preparatory  SchooL 
The  William  Johnston  Yapp 
Scholarship:  Jointly  -  Sarah  Outrun, 
Mailmans  Green  SchooL  and 
Katherine  Robertson,  sunon  High 
SchooL 

The  Whifriaw  Scholarship  (for 
Music):  Antonia  Porter.  The 
Cathedral  Choir  SchooL  RJpon. 

The  crosthwalte  scholarship: 
Alexandra  Tse.  Wycombe  Abbey 
SchooL 

The  Walpole  Scholarship:  Elisabeth 
Dondos.  Danes  Hill  School. 

Minor  Scholarships  Chla-Hui  Um 
(for  Music).  Sharjah  English  SchooL 
uaE;  Oenone  Poole-Wllson, 
Wycombe  Abbey  SchooL  Rachel 
Sperling.  Sydenham  High  SchooL 
Exhibitions:  Ann  Babtle  (for 
Mathematics),  The  Old  vicarage 
School:  Kate  Donald,  wytombe 
Abbey  School:  Charlotte  Holman. 


Martin  (Director)  and  the  Lord 
Tugendhat, 

The  Gountess  of  Airtie,  Sir  Kenneth 
'  Scon  and  Major  James  Patrick  were 
in  attendance. 

The  Duke  of  Edinburgh,  President, 
die  Guinea  Pig  Club,  this  morning 
opened  the  Mclndoe  Bums  Centre. 
Queen  Victoria  HospitaL  East 
Grinsarad.  and  was  received  by 
Colonel  Sir  Brian  BarttdoL  Bt  (Vice 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  West  Sussex). 

Sir  Brian  McGrath  was  in 
attendance. 

February  23:  The  Prince  Edward. 
President,  this  afternoon  attended  a 
performance  of  "Pendragwi"  green 
by  the  National  Youth  Music  Theatre 
at  the  Edinburgh  festival  Theatre. 
Edinburgh. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Sean  O'Dwyer 
was  in  attendance: 

YORK  HOUSE 

February  23 :  The  Duke  of  Kent. 
Patron.  Trinity  College  of  Music,  this 
evening  attended  a  concert  West’ 
minster  Central  HalL  London  SWI. 

Mr  Nicolas  Adamson  was  in 
attendance. 

The  Duke  of  Kent.  President,  this 
afternoon  presented  the  Engineering 
Council's  President's  Award.  York 
House.  St  James's  Palace.  London 
SWI. 

The  Duchess  of  Kent.  Patron,  the 
Anthony  Nolan  Bone  Marrow  Trust 
this  evening  arrended  a  reception,  the 
Honorary  Artillery  Company. 
Armoury  House.  Gty  Road.  London 
EC1. 

Mrs  Ptter  Trough  too  was  in 
attendance. 

THATCHED  HOUSE  LODGE 
February  23:  Princess  Alexandra. 
Patron,  this  afternoon  received  the 
Right  Hon  Sir  Peter  Lloyd.  MP  upon 
his  appointment  as  Chairman  of  the 
New  Bridge. 

Her  Royal  Highness,  Cokmef-in- 
Chief  of  the  King's  Own  Royal  Border 
Regimenti  subsequently  received  Ma¬ 
jor  General  RJ.  Hodges.  Oriond  of 
the  Regiment.  lieutenant  Colonel  SJ. 
Flanagan  upon  relinquishing  com¬ 
mand  of  the  4th  (Volunteer)  Battalion. 
Lieutenant  Coland  P  R.  Cobtey  on 
assuming  this  command-  and  Briga¬ 
dier  J.B.  Howard  tn  retiring  as 
Regimental  Secretary. 

Her  Royal  Highness.  Vice  Patron 
of  the  Royal  Overseas  League,  this 
evening  attended  a  Musical  Evening 
to  inaugurate  the  Audrey  Strange  , 
Memorial  Trust  at  St  James'S  Palace. 
London  SWI.  I 

Mrs  Pieter  Afia  was  in  attendance. 


Birthdays  today 

Professor  George  Bain.  Principal. 
London  Business  SchooL  56;  Judge 
Inge  Bernstein.  64:  Professor  E. 
Boy  land,  biochemist.  90;  Mr  Brian 
Close,  cricketer.  64:  Dr  Lionel 
Dakers.  former  Director.  Royal 
School  of  Church  Music.  71;  Mr 
Reginald  Freeson.  former  MP,  69; 
Professor  G.J.M.  Gazdar. 
computational  linguist.  45:  Mr 
Richard  Hamilton,  painter.  71 
Lord  Hazlerigg,  84;  Major-Gen¬ 
eral  David  Houston.  Lord  lieuten¬ 
ant  of  Sutherland,  66;  Mr  Paul 
Jones,  singer  and  actor.  53:  Earl 
Kitchener  of  Khartoum.  76;  Mr 
David  Langdon,  cartoonist  and 
Qlustraior.  81;  Mr  Denis  Law. 
footballer.  55;  Mr  Anthony  Mayer, 
chief  executive.  Housing  Corpora¬ 
tion.  49:  Lord  Mekhett.  47;  the 
Marquess  of  Normanby.  41;  Ad¬ 
miral  Sir  William  Pillar.  71:  M 
Alain  Prose  racing  driver.  40;  Mr 
Derek  RandaiL  cricketer.  44:  the 
Rev  Kathleen  Richardson,  former 
President  the  Methodist  Con¬ 
ference,  57;  Sir  Frank  Rogers, 
deputy  chairman.  Telegraph,  and 
chairman.  NPA.  75;  Mr  Harry 
Urwin.  trade  unionist  80;  Mr 
Dennis  Waterman,  actor.  47;  Sir 
Jerry  Wiggin.  MP.  58. 


Meeting 


Cathedral  choir  SchooL  {upon. 
Internal  Sixth  Perm  ScbolaistiiDS 
(tenable  Irani  September  19941  have 
been  awarded  ur.  Anna  Payton 
(Fisher  Scholarship).  Nicola  Wong 
(Fisher  Scholarship).  Fiona  Berestora 
(Flux  Dun  das  Scholarship)  and 
Elizabeth  Buchanan  (Flux  Dun  das 
Scholarship). 

The  charity  number  Is  310638  (Girls' 
Education  Co  Ltd  —  Aim  Is  provision 
of  education). 


Byron  Society  . 

Lord  Byron.  President  of  the  Byron 
Society,  was  in  the  chair  at  a 
lecture  delivered  by  Professor  Nor¬ 
man  Page  yesterday  evening  at  the 
Royal  Institution.  Mr  Derek  Wise, 
chairman,  presided  at  the  annual 
meeting  bdd  earlier.  Mr  Michael 
Foot,  deputy  chairman,  also  spoke. 


Billy  Strachan  from  Jamaica,  who  became  an  RAF  Lancaster  pilot  standing  by  a  Lancaster  fuselage  in  the  museum 

The  Empire’s  forgotten  heroes  are  recalled 


By  John  Young 

VICTOR  Ubogu,  a  try-scoring  hero  in 
Britain’s  rugby  victory  against  Wales 
last  Saturday,  yesterday  joined  a  num¬ 
ber  of  other  black  and  Asian  celebrities 
at  the  Imperial  War  Museum  for  the 
launch  of  a  campaign  [g  highlight  the 
contribution  of  Asian.  African  and 
Caribbean  men  and  women  in  the 
Second  World  War. 

The  museum  described  its  educational 
pack  as  an  attempt  to  redress  the 
imbalance  of  material  at  present  avail¬ 
able.  “While  it  is  known  that  the  former 
Empire  made  a  valuable  contribution  to 
Britain's  war  effort  there  seems  to  be 
considerable  ignorance  about  its  extent 
and  nature," a  spokesman  said. 

Some  372.000  Africans  fought  for 
Britain  mainly  in  the  King’s  African 
Rifles,  based  in  Kenya,  and  die  Royal 
West  African  Frontier  Force  centred  on 
Nigeria;  around  119,000  served  in  South- 
East  Asia  and  47.500  in  the  Middle  East 

Of  the  Z500.000  members  of  the 


Indian  Army,  only  100,000  were  from 
Britain.  Indian  regiments  served  in 
Eritrea.  Abyssinia,  the  Middle  East 
North  Africa,  Burma,  Malaya.  Italy  and 
Greece.  A  total  of  8  million  people  served 
in  the  defence  services,  including  war 
industries  and  the  railways. 

Some  6,000  West  Indians  volunteered 
for  the  RAF  and  thousands  more  served 
in  the  Merchant  Navy  and  in  civilian 
war  work;  700  British  Hondurans 
worked  as  lumberjacks  in  Scotland. 

BQly  Strachan.  74.  now  a  banister, 
journalist  and  management  consultant 
in  Wembley,  came  to  Britain  from 
Jamaica  in  March  1940  at  the  age  of  IS. 
Within  12  weeks  he  had  been  promoted 
to  sergeant  wireless  operator  and  air 
gunner  flying  in  Wellington  bombers. 
After  29  missions  he  could  have  retired 
but  asked  to  train  as  a  pilot;  became  an 
acting  squadron  leader  and  continued 
flying  Lancasters  until  April  1945.  “1 
didn’t  come  here  as  a  West  Indian.  1 
came  to  England  and  joined  as  an 
Englishman."  he  said  yesterday.  “2  never 


encountered  any  racism  but  my  follow 
officers  thought  I  was  mad  to  have 
volunteered.  They  said  they  would  have 
got  the  boat  going  the  other  way  if  they 
had  known  what  was  in  store." 

Colonel  Mohammed  Ismail  Khan,  of 
the  Indian  Army,  was  taken  prisoner  in 
Singapore  in  February  1942  and  spent 
the  rest  of  the  war  in  a  Japanese  camp. 
“It  was  certainly  no  picnic"  he  said 
yesterday. 

Since  partition  in  1947  there  had  been 
moves  to  disband  veterans'  associations. 
But  both  Indians  and  Pakistanis  had 
resisted  strongly.  "We  said  to  hell  with 
that,  well  go  on  til]  the  last  of  us  is  dead, 
then  they  can  scrap  them."  Colonel  Khan 
said. 

Diane  Abbott  Labour  MP  for  Hack¬ 
ney  North,  whose  family  came  from 
Jamaica,  said  that  as  a  Child,  she  had 
been  told  by  relatives  bow  many  West 
Indians  had  volunteered.  They  didn't 
have  to  come."  she  said.  “They  were 
proud  to  be  British  and  glad  to  have  the 
chance  to  tight  for  their  country." 


Today’s  royal 
engagements 

The  Duke  of  Edinburgh  will  visit  the 
Hatties  Science  and  Arts  Centre.  St 
Helens.  Merseyside,  at  930;  will  visit 
Present  SchooL  Present,  at  1030:  will 
visit  B1CC  Cables  at  Whiston  ai  11.15; 
will  visit  Nichols  Floods.  Haydock.  at 
1235:  and  will  visit  the  Royal  Nat¬ 
ional  Institute  for  Deaf  feople's 
TypetaJk  Unit  Liverpool,  ariJS 
The  Prince  of  Wales,  as  Patron  of  the 
National  Trust  Centenary,  will  visit 
Style  Country  Park.  WBmstow. 
Cheshire,  at  1020:  Mill  visit  Quarry 
Bank  Mill.  Wilms  low,  at  noon:  as 
Patrol  of  the  National  Trust  Cen¬ 
tenary  will  also  visit  Lyme  Park. 
Distey,  Stockport  at  2 25. 

The  Duchess  of  Gloucester,  as  Patron 
of  the  London  College  of  Music  will 
attend  a  concert  in  aid  of  Winged 
fellowship  and  Cruse  at  St  John's 
Smith  Square  at  735. 


Dinners 


Reception 


The  London  Institode 

The  Chairman  of  The  London  in¬ 
stitute.  Mr  Julian  E.  Markham,  and 
the  Rector  of"  the  London  Institute, 
Professor  John  McKenzie,  were  the 
hosts  at  receptions  held  on  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday,  february  21  and  ZL 
in  the  Instituted  Gallery  at  65  Davies 
Street.  London.  Wl  to  launch  the 
Institutes  Annual  Report  and  to 
mark  the  achievements  of  the  In¬ 
stitutes  First  Class  Honours  Students 
in  design. 


Rqyal  Over-Seas  League 
Princess  Alexandra  attended  a  musi¬ 
cal  evening  and  dinner  given  by  the 
Royal  Over-Seas  League  last  night  at 
St  JamesS  Palace  to  mark  the 
inauguration  of  the  Audrey  Strange 
Memorial  Trust.  She  was  welcomed 
by  Lord  Grey  of  Naun ton,  grand 
president  of  the  league.  Mr  Robert 
Newefl.  director  general  Mr  Peter 
McEntee.  chairman  of  the  central 
council,  and  Mr  Godfrey  Talbot,  vice- 
chairman 
HM  Government 

The  Hon  Douglas  Hogg.  QC,  Min¬ 
ister  of  State  for  Foreign  and 
Commonwealth  Affairs,  was  the  hast 
at  a  dinner  given  by  Her  MajestyS 
Government fast  night  ai  the  Locarno 
Room.  Foreign  and  Comnxx wealth 
Office,  in  honour  of  the  First  Deputy 
Prime  Minister  and  Foreign  Minister 
of  Kuwait. 

HM  Government 

Mr  lan  Lang.  Secretary  of  State  for 
Scotland,  was  die  host  last  night  at  a 
dinner  given  by  Her  Majesty's  Gov¬ 
ernment  in  Edinburgh  Castle  for 
NEC  Semiconductors. 
Ncedfemakers'  Company 
Mr  Stanley  Flintham.  Maswr  of  the 
Neafionakm'  Company,  presided  at 
the  annual  dinner  hdd  last  night  at 
die  Mansion  House.  Sir  Edward 
Howard.  Judge  Pawtta ff,  QC  and  Mr 
Deputy  Michael  Snyder  were  the 
speakers. 

Institution  of  Electrical 
Engineers 

Mrs  Gillian  Shephard.  Secretary  of 
State  for  Education,  and  the  Bishop  of 


Leicester  were  the  principal  speakers 
a(  the  annual  dinner  of  the  Institution 
of  Electrical  Engineers  held  lost  night 
at  Grasvenor  House.  Professor  Sir 
David  Davies,  president,  was  in  the 
chair.  The  Lord  President  of  the 
Council  and  the  High  Commissioner 
for  Zimbabwe  were  among  chose 
present 

Association  of  Lancastrians 
in  London 

Mr  Thomas  P.  Frost.  President  of  the 
Association  of  Lancastrians  in 
London,  presided  at  the  annual  City 
dinner  held  last  night  at  Butchers' 
HalL  Sir  John  Banham.  Chairman  of 
the  Local  Government  Commission 
for  England,  was  the  guest  speaker. 
FJ-A.  Crura* 

TheFJA.  Cruso  Dinner  was  hdd  on 
Tuesday,  Februay  21.  at  the  Institute 
of  Directors. 

Industrial  Tribunals 
Judge  Lawrence.  President  of  the 
Industrial  Tribunals  for  England  and 
Wales,  was  the  host  at  a  dinner  held 
last  night  at  the  Cavalry  and  Guards 
Gub  for  the  regional  chairmen. 

Service  dinner 

Coondl  of  TA  &  VR  Associations 
The  Council  of  Territorial  Auxiliary 
and  Volunteer  Reserve  Assocations 
held  a  dinner  last  night  at  the  Royal 
Hospital  Chelsea  to  bid  farewell  to 
Colonel  W.P.  Howells.  Commodore 
J.W.  Wightman,  Cokmd  M.E.  Han- 
Coofc  and  Brigadier  P.C.  Bowser. 
General  Sir  John  Akehurst.  chair¬ 
man  of  the  associations,  presided. 


Anniversaries 

BIRTHS:  Charles  Le  Bran, 
painter.  Paris.  1619;  Catherine  L 
Empress  of  Russia  1725-27.  Dor- 
pax.  Estonia.  1684:  James  Quin, 
actor.  London.  1693;  Samuel  Wes¬ 
ley.  musician.  BratoL  1766; 
Wilhelm  Grimm,  historian  and 
folklore  collector.  Hanau. 
Germany.  1786;  Samud  Lover, 
novelist,  songwrner  and  painter. 
Dublin.  1797;  Wmskrar  Homer, 
painter.  Boston.  Massachusetts. 
1836;  George  Moore,  novelist. 
Bafly  glass,  Co  Maya  JSSZ;  Arnold 
Dolrnasch,  musician.  Le  Marts. 
1858;  Sir  Arthur  Pearson,  news¬ 
paper  proprietor.  Wookev.  Somer¬ 
set,  1866. 

DEATHS:  Henry  Cavendish, 
physicist  and  chemist.  London. 
1810:  Robert  Fulton,  steamboat 
pioneer.  New  York.  1815;  Thomas 
Bawdier,  self-appointed  Shakes¬ 
pearean  censor.  Swansea,  1825; 
Edmund  Armstrong,  poet.  Kings¬ 
town,  Ireland,  1865. 

The  Flying  Scotsman  went  into 
service.  1923. 

Juan  ftrtn  was  elected  Resident 
of  Argentina.  1946.  1 


Mr  Louis  Heren 

A  memorial  service  for  Lotus 
Heren.  a  former  deputy  editor  of 
The  Times,  wiD  be  held  at  St 
Bribe’s.  Fleet  Street,  on  Tuesday. 
March  28,  at  II  JO. 
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Forthcoming 

marriages 


Mr  1.W-F-  Baxter 
and  Miss  M.I-TB9 
The  engagement  is  announce 
between  Ian,  only  son  of  Mrs 
Margaret  Baxter  and  the  late  Mr 
Winston  Barter,  of  Eastbourne. 
and  Mary,  only  daughter  of 
professor  and  Mrs  John  Tiley.  of 
Cambridge.  '■  ’  ' 

Mr  JJS.  Beck 
and  Miss  T  A  Gross 
dcChammes 

The  engagement  is  announced 

between  Julian,  son  trfMF  A  Bede 

of  Portugal,  and  Mis  B.  Rigby,  of 
Beaconsfidd.  and  Tamsin,  rids 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Ben 
Cross  de  Chavannes.  of 
Hampstead- 

Mr  OJL  Bretife 
and  Miss  EJ.  Bach 
The  engagement  is  annomcea 
between  Oliver,  second  son  of  Mr 
and  Mis  Harvey  Brettle.  of  Croy¬ 
don.  Surrey,  said  EraSy.  elder. 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  John 

Bach,  of  London.  NW3. 

MrN-M.  Brown 

and  Miss  CJHL  Read 

The  engagement  is  announced 

between  Neil,  dder  son  of  Mr  and 

Mrs  Ian  Swanson  Brpwn.  of 
Leslie.  Fife,  and  Charlotte,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Mr  Derek  and  District  Judge 
Maureen  Read,  of  Fresnington. 
Devon. 

f  jjffttenanr  N-TLL.  Cbamberfarin. 
RN. 

and  Miss  HJM.  Marfarfane 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Nicholas,  younger  sot  of 
Mr  David  Qtamberiam.-  of 
ponerspory.  Northamptonshire, 
and  Mrs  Alice  Chamberlain;  of 
Flore.  Northamptonshire,  ,  and 
Maura,  only  daughter  of  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Colonel  and  Mrs  Maxwell 
Marfarfane,  of  South  borough, 
Kent 

Mr  R.H.M.  Chaptin 

and  B&nmcsse  CD.  to  der 

Pahlen 

The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Henry,  son  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  John  Chaplin,  of  Frnstfiwaite, 
Cumbria,  and  Christina,  daughter 
of  Barca  and  Baronin  Klaus  von 
der  Pahlen.  of  Kaiserswert. 
Germany. 

Mr  CP.  Hasson 
and  MissT-A-M.  emto 
The  mgagement  is  announced 
between  Peter,  eldest  son. of  Mr 
and  Mrs  J.E.  Hanson,  of 
Knaresborougti.  North  Yorkshire, 

and  Anna,  only  daughter  of  Mr  LI. 

Eamus.  of  Aylesbury.  Bucking¬ 
hamshire.  and  Mrs  EJ.  Hodgetts.* 
of  Rkkmansworth.  Hertfordshire. 


The  engagement  is  announced 
. bSw^dwSson -rf  M r  agd 

Mrs  Alan  Da  Pferkm.  d  Sl«P« 

.  AsSan.  watdwe,  ** ‘ 
daughter  of  Mr  andMJJ  (*** 
Greenwood,  of  Ttmbndge  Weils, 

KSlL 

Mr  B.M.  Hnbteri  _ 

-■SStfSWf 

Hampshire.  ,.SeS[ 

oaks/Kerrt.  arid  foe  late  Mrs  Arm 
Hubbard.  andOare.  rider daugh¬ 
ter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Alan  Bmmdg- 

of  Steventon,'  Oxfordshire. 

Mr  M-P-M.  taming  • 

and  Mrs  ED,  FleMxnfrSntifii 
'  The  engagement  is  announced 

Keating  and  Elizabeth  Dam iHdd- 
ing-Smilh,  of  Islington.  Londtn. 

Mr  S-  Pearson 
.and  Miss  BJ.  Nicoti  • 

The  engagement  is  annomcea 

between  Stewart  son  of  Mrs  Steto 

Pearson,  of  Leven.  Fife,  and  .«* 
late  Mr  A.  Pearson,  and  Barbara 
Jane,  daughter  of  Sir  William  and 
Lady  NicoU.  of  Cantertauy. 

Mr  SJ- Thorne 

and  Miss  C  Green 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Simon  John,  elder  son  of 
Air  Commodore'  and  Mrs  Johnl 
ThorneTaf  Sherborne.  Dorset,  and* 
Caroline,  youngest  daughter  of  Dr 
and  Mrs  Peter  Green,  of  Wooton. 
Liverpool.  .  . 

DrCE.  Vettese 
and  Miss  US.  Stent 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Carlo  Ettore,  youngest 
son  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Lino  Vettese,  of 
Gorieston.  Norfolk,  and  Lindsay 
Samantha,  only  daughter  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  Gordon  SfenL  of  Chester. 
Cheshire. 

Mr S.1.  Wanting 
and  Miss  A.  Sboobridge 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Stuart,  youngest  sen  of 
the  late  Sard  Wandrag  and.  of 
Florence  Wandrag.  of  Acton. 
London.-  and  Angela,  younger 
daughter;  of  Bob  and  Toula 
Shoobridge,  of  South  Woodford. 
London. 

Mr  M.R.H.  Wartfle 
and  Miss  SJW.  Forster  . 

The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Makohn.  younger  son  of 
Mr  and  Mrs  Raymond  Warcfle.  of 
Northampton,  and  Susan,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Maforand  Mrs  John  Forster, 
of Ftitwkk.  Bedford. 


Luncheons 


HM  Government 
The  Hon  Douglas  Hurd,  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  and  .Common¬ 
wealth  Affairs,  was  the  host  at  a 
luncheon  given  by  Her  Majesty^ 
Government  yesterday ar  I  Carlton 
Gardens,  in  honour  of  Dr  Klaus 
Hansch.  President  of  the  Euro¬ 
pean  Parliament. 

Australia,  New  Zealand  and 
Papra  New  Guinea  Chambers 
of  Commerce 

Mr  Ken  Crompton.  Agent  General 
for  Victoria,  was  the  guest  of 
honour  and  speaker  at  a  luncheon 
of  the  Australia,  New  Zealand  and 
Papua  New  Guinea  Chandlers  of 
Commerce  hdd  yesterday  at  the 
Hyatt  Carton  Tower  HoteL  Mr 
Michael  Whafley.  Chairman  of  the 
Australian  British  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  received  the  guests 
who  included  the  High  Comntis- 
sfoner  and  Deputy  H^h  Commis¬ 
sioner  for  Australia,  the  High 
Commissioner  for  New  Zealand 
and  the  Agents  General  for  South 
and  Western.  Australia.  - 
Institute  of  Physics 
Dr  GA.P.  Faxed,  Immediate  Past 
President  of  the  Institute  of  Phys¬ 
ics.  presided  at  a  luncheon  given 
by  the  institute  at  the  Goring  Hotel 
yesterday  for  representatives  of  the 
institute's  corporate  affiliate  com¬ 
panies-  Professor  Sir  Jitim 
Cadogan.  Director-General  of  Re-  - 
search  Councils,  was  die  speaker. 
National  Sporting  Oob  .  . 

Mr  Brian  Clough  was  foe  guest  of 
honour  and  speticer  at  a.lunchean 


.  of  tte  National  Sporting  Club  heM 
yesterday  at  the  Cafe  Royal:  Mr 
Bob  Wfflis.  chairman,  presided- 
Tbe  Park  Tower  Luncheon  Chib 
The  Park  Tower  Luncheon  Club, 
bdd  a  luncheon  yesterday  in » 
Restaurant  101  Knightshridge  at  4. 
The  Sheraton  Park  Tower  HoteL 
Mr  Derek  Picofc  General  Man¬ 
ager,  and.  Miss  Jacqueline 
McCouat  were  the  hosts  and  foe 

•  guests  were  Miss  June  Whitfield. 
Mr  Robin .  Oakley.  Mr  Kevin 
Carton,  Mr  Nigel  Rees,  .Miss 
Emma  MyanL  Mr  Alan  Whicker. 
Miss  Carol  Adams.  Miss  Penny  • 

•  VinCenzi  and .  Mr  Peter 
CharfeswOrth.' 


Fan  Makers’ 
Company 

The  Mowing  have  been  elected 
officers  of  foe  Fan  Makers'  Com¬ 
pany  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Master.  Mr  MJ.  Crispin;  Free 
Warden.  Mr-A.S.  Collins;  Foreign 
Warden.  Mr  N.G.  Crispin. 

At  a  dinner  held  afterwards  at 
Skinners'  Hall  the  Master  pre¬ 
sented  Ms  Kate  Wells  with  a 
medal  to  mark  her  winning  the  ■ 
company's  bursary  at  the  Royal 
College  of  Art 

Mr  Alderman  LJ.  Chaistrey. 
Master  of  the  Society  of  Apathy 
caries.  Mr  DA.  Coffins  and  Mr 
-A.R.  O’Hagan.  Assistant,  also 
spoke. 


TRADE:  0171  481  1982 
PRIVATE:  0171  481  4000 


PERSONAL  COLUMN 


Show  yoaraeivM  ttmoccat  i 
above  rapraadu  fenU 
cMktran  of  Cod  in  a  eroal 


DEATHS 


wtikn  you  aMne  ttke  stars  in 
a  dewavrt  wortd. 
PhUPHam  2  :  1G  (REB). 


BIRTHS 


DAVISON  -  On  7tH  February 

1996.  at  IwmcL  to  Neff  and 
Annan*  (nfia  Makepeace),  a 
son.  How.  a  brother  (Or  KUO* 
and  Jack.  Special  thank*  to 
staeer  Lynne  Lym. 

BffiUTtH  -  To  Simon  and 
Anon  <nta  window)  a 
damftter.  on  iTtti  February. 

HAML  -  On  SWMiy  January 
29th  at  The  wnmmpton 
Honft at.  HWwa.  lo  Diane, 
a  son,  Dylan  CoPafn  Hams 
(6Rn  ISMS). 

WIACDOMELL  -  On  February 
23rd  199ft.  to  Beftnda  and 

Michael,  a  aon. 

MERRICK  -  On  February 
1 8m.  to  Anna  take  Boycott] 
and  nsm.  a  daughter. 
Natasha  Bnopen. 

PIPER  -  On  18th  February,  to 
Ractwi  (nte  Baytey)  and 
Adam,  a  eon,  Samuel  Georpe 

Geoffrey. 


February,  to  Hamah  and 
Debbie,  a  daughter.  LOy 
Chartoua  AaDcy. 

RUSSELL  -  On  February  i9Qi 
1996.  to  Ettzabem  (nte 
Manner*)  and  Alexander,  a 
son.  Jatui.  a  broths*  tor 
Sophie  and  Roae. 

SHERWOOD  -  On  February 
ldtli  1998,  at  Poole  General 
HosdtaL  to  ntrahelh  into 
Craw  and  Geoffrey,  a  son. 
wanna  Bmaby. 

SOUTHGATE  -  On  22th 
February  1996.  to 
Jacqueline  (nte  Thompson) 
and  MKfraet.  a  beauttod 
dmgbter.  OKvta  Roae  Alice. 

STUCCO  -  On  22ad 
February,  at  MacOeafMd.  to 
Abtoafl  (nte  ROW  TO 
Roberto.  a  daughter. 
Francesca  Josephine.  &  sister 
ter  Jnhm.  a  main  tor 
Bentamtn  and  NhftoiaB. 

WAY  *  On  February  2nd.  to 
Leena  (nte  PopaO  and 
Mctadai.  a  ion.  EraB  Cbaitra 

Karan. 

WIMTHROP  -  On  February 
19th.  to  Joyce  and  ten.  a 
darft&o  daughter.  AHda  Joy. 


after  a  mart  fflnca*.  Avia 
Mar  Kale  (nte  CofOna)  QBE. 
JP.  aged  82  yeen.  Wtte  of 


Tuesday  Pebrusry  28th  at 
ten.  followed  inr  Hon 
creraanon  ai  OsnabrUps.  no 
flonwara.  donaOonr  If  desired 
to  81  Nicolas  PCC.  Han 
Weston,  c/o  TJ.  CobbokL 
23  New  street.  St  Moots. 

Huntingdon.  QmbIW  PE19 
JAB. 

■ALL.  -  on  19m  February 
1996.  at  the  Rosra!  Free 
H«WtaL  Ha— fend.  Allan 
Ian  RusaeO.  FJLPS.  aged  80 
Much  loved  brother  or 


Funeral  Sendee  on  Tneadar 


Gotten  Ctwn  Oemtoctam. 

Fldwton  if  deteed  or 
tiaaaBona  to  The  Friends  of 
The  Royal  Free  HoopSal  c/o 
JJH.  Kenyan.  9  Pond  Street. 
Hampstead.  NW3  2pn. 

BULRBJET  -  PeweMhr  at 
Eastbourne  on  February 
22nd  1996.  the  lovely  Annie. 


DEATHS 


DAUSLL  -  Lady  Martel 
Marjorie,  on  February  18th 
at  home  aoed  92.  Funeral 
Service  at  Weduicre  Parish 
ChorctL  Sonant  on 
Fttnary  Z8tb  at  11  am. 
Mtowed  by  traniaai  at 
WedaiewteMlR.  FaraQy 
ttowera  only  please. 
Ponafforw  tf  (hatred  to 
RSPCA. 

deSOtSSOMU  -  On  February 
23rd,  ad  the  BUPA  HcagdtaL 
Norwich.  Dapteto  Evelyn 
(nte  Breoleg,  much  uvea 
wife  and  mother. 


3OOO0OM  -  On  2iet 
Feoraary  1990.  saddenty  hi 
hoapBaL  Dade  of  Rutattp. 
MMffent  aged  74  yean. 
Dearly  loved  mabaad  of 
Mwgerec  (nte  MeGofrd)  and 
devoted  tetter  at  Martin 
(Mark)  and  Andrew.  Funeral 
ac  2JO  pm  on  Tondav  asm 
February  at  The  CfrOMm 


Fandtr  bowers  only, 
Dnwriora  tf  deatred  8a-  The 


DEATHS 


DEATHS 


DEATHS 


ENMEMOR1AM 

PRIVATE 


FLAT SHARE 


FAX:  0171  481  9313. 
FAX:  0171  782  7828 


TICKET  FOR  SALE  MVSICAL 
- - — - -  INSTRUMENTS  K 


toMAIWFti  -  Suddenly  at 
home.  Anna  Loretta 
fortaerty  of  the  Ovtl  Service. 
Beloved  aunt  and  peat-aunt 
and  tehMn  law  to  Doris- 


gte—wher.  In  bar  MOi 

year. 

CATTUEY  -  On  rebniaiy 
22nd  199ft.  Eric  Saefcvflle 
WHaman.  agea  86  years.  For 
62  years  jxmeli  lowed  and 
tovtog  hneoand  of  litter 
vary  dor  tetter  of  Carol. 
Nicola  and  Susie,  tovtno 


ISSPl 

mr'  "  i 

Rio  Vina  Gtenabo  on 
Febnaay  2i  at  199ft.  Much 
loved  1  father  of  VtvkSL 
CaroUne  am  vtrgtnta.  He 
tm  Joteed  bte  beloved 
Doran.  Service  at  1 1  JO  aeu 
an  Montey  February  27th  at 
ChrW  Onadi.  BaByhOOty. 
foflowed  tty  tariaL  No 
ttowera. 


KDMAMY- on  February  22nd 
1996.  pearafuny  at  hr  haae 
The  Bate!  Street  HoteL 
Khltttehridge.  Mavte. 

beteved  wtt#  of  Stmian. 


uaapty  tov*d  tty  many 
mends  and  OanBy.  Fuaawt 
Service  to  be  held  at  GUdera 
Green  Ovnucortum  on 
Monday  Z7m  February  at 
lpui.  No  (lowers  by  nqauL 


28th  Febrony  at  2  pm. 
FasnBy  ttowera  only  to 
Ctdttandesra  m.  1 
tugofchby  Road.  FoOcastaue. 
Kan  CT19  Ml. 


MRUARD  -  On  Febrony 
22nd.  pears  mny  tn  a  nurstnp 
hone.  David  aged  9$  years, 
(frmiy  loved  brabaad  of  the 
talc  Kay.  dear  tether  at  Aon. 


vandtettar.  Savin  at  8t 
John’s  Cfrarrii.  Shtrtey 
Church  Road.  Sidney,  on 

Tuesday  Febrowy  2sm  at 

11  am.  FbmBar  (lower*  only 
Meuse  but  donations,  tf 
Mred,  ter  The  Stroke 
AaaodaUoei  nay  be  sou  to 
JJB.  8hoteveara  Ud..  €7 
George  Strait  Craydon. 


FMIOT  -  On  February  17th. 
at  The  General  HospitaL 
Jersey.  QoL  John  MU  aged 
S3,  tontwmd  of  toe  tare 
Beatrice  (nte  Stmoswu  vf  St 
Martin.  JOaey.CreinattBi  at 
51  Hdftas  OaiBIWgn  on 
Tuesday  February  28tb  at 
12  noon.  Fanffy  Powers 
only.  (lonaaoM  if  Batted  to 
“Gunners  Her  Baft*"  Royal 
ArttOor  fenatt. 

Woolwich.  London  SE17 


PAYME  -  VMau  on  February 
2lst  at  Emm  Hospital. 
Widow  of  James,  modi 
laved  daughter  or  Clara 
Reeder  and  mother  of  Ivy. 
Bob.  Saafra.  Saffy  and 
Goan.  Her  I on  and 
aftecOeu  wm  be  missed  by  aD 


WMtIWI  -  T&aoBiy 
Derraoi  (Ttra)  on  22nd 


1  ttfoM  WjflV>W«*nw2 

Fawftiatrist.  Barisi  HoaU 
and  BrooUde  YP.U.  Died 
neacvfutty  aged  43  yean, 
mother  of  Lb.  Mtctiette  and 


MkhaeTs  Hondca.  Hereterd. 
Much  loved  Wife  of  Roger. 
Moray  of  Victoria  and 
Daughter  or  Quay*.  tu*» 
woMerM  lady  wo  be  in  our 
hearts  terevw. 

HJUUES  -  On  Fteruaiy 
aswi  sisnuntir  at  bona. 
Austoh.  Moral  husband  of 
Aiim  tetter  of  stoat  and 
Chariots*  and  MarMw 
to  B.  Private  cremation. 


SUffnyMttTto,  Kent,  oa 
Friday  3rd  at  2J0wb. 
Fkudly  nuwera  OMy.  bol 
rinraflons  if  dotted  to 
Ttouna  anma  bkb 
WSStorattou  Find  c/o  R. 
Hffi  &  Sane  Lid..  1  Bayford 
Road.  Rmitftnche.  Kent. 
ML  (01796)  472988. 

STUART  -  On  February  2i« 
pesefuay  tn  a  namng  home 
tn  Tmbridge  Wells.  Drataos 
ap «J  78  ywn.  Rimililas  to 
T.W.  Boorman  Funeral 
Smoes.  si  Mount  Ephratan. 
Tunbridge  Write.  Kant  TN* 
8AA.  tri;  (01892}  54107a 


IN  MEMORIAM- 
WAR 


OUVB  -  to  tuenaiy  of  Prier. 
COL  PJL  GUYS'.  9tb  Frontier 
Force  Rttes.  xffled  tn  action 
near  Meiimin  Banna  on 
34m  February  1946  -  BO 
years  ago  today.  Jean. 
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THE  TIMES  FRIDAY  FEBRUARY  24  1995 

Obituaries 


•  HcrTi,M  tl-  A-  Wight, 

OBEJ.  author  and  veterinary 
ajrgeott,  died  yesterday  at  his 
Yorkshire  home  aged  78.  He 
was  born  on  October  3. 1916. 

THROUGH  his  books,  on  the  large 
screen  and.  pre-eminently,  through 
the  massively  popular  television  se- 
which  vividly  chronicled  the 
tribulations  of  a  country  veterinary 
practice  m  Yorkshire.  James  Herriot 
pccante.  simply,  the  best-known  vet 
in  the  world.  His  creator  J.  A.  (Alfi 
Wight  was.  simply,  a  typical  country 
vet  in  Thirsk,  Yorkshire. 

Wight's  alter  ego  distilled  the 
everyday  experiences  of  veterinary 
Ufe  into  anecdotes  that  epitomised 
older  values  in  communities  far 
removed  from  the  aggressive  world 
of  today.  The  gentle  courtesy  of  the 
fictional  practice’s  members:  James, 
himself:  the  kindly,  quizzical  Sieg¬ 
fried:  and  the  not  always  reliable 
Tnstan,  often  seemed  to  be  pitted 
against  rugged,  sometimes  dour  dale 
folk  who  demanded.  3boveall  things 
value  for  money. 

Yet  never  did  they  allow  them¬ 
selves  to  be  ruffled  by  the  rude 
reception  they  might  get,  after  turn¬ 
ing  out  at  some  ungodly  hour  to 
fpmake  a  journey  over  rain  and 
windswept  terrain  to  tend  a  sick 
animal  in  a  noisome  byre.  In  the 
hands  of  Herriot  and 'his  fellow 
practitioners  the  trade  of  vet  seemed 
to  go  far  beyond  the  mere  business  of 
healing  animals:  it  became  a  unify¬ 
ing  force  in  the  far-flung  farmsteads 
of  Yorkshire’s  hills  and  dales. 

In  an  age  addicted  to  increasingly 
violent  forms  of  stimulation,  on  die 
page  as  on  the  screen.  Herrior's 
gentle  books  seized  the  public  imagi¬ 
nation  and  their  author  became  one 
of  the  most  successful  popular  novel¬ 
ists  of  the  century.  Besides  more  than 
a  dozen  titles  with  multimillion  sales, 
there  were  two  films.  All  Creatures 
Great  and  Small  11974)  and  It 
Shouldn’t  Happen  to  a  Vet  (1976) 
and  half  a  dozen  television  series 


JAMES  HERRIOT 


which,  with  repeats  and  overseas 
sales,  have  been  shown  almost 
continuously  somewhere  in  the 
world  since  they  began  in  1978. 
“Herriot  Country”  lours,  photo¬ 
graphs  and  souvenirs  were  aspects  of 
a  whole  industry  spawned  by  this 
veterinary  icon  and  yet  the  product 


never,  somehow,  lost  its  origJimaJ 
innocence  of  impulse;  nor  was  it  tever 
false  to  the  values  of  the  country  life 
that  had  spawned  it.  The  Yorks  Jl  lire 
villages  which  sired  their  fictional 
veterinary  hero  never  had  cause  l  :o  be 
ashamed  of  their  progeny. 

Bom  in  Scotland.  James  Al  fred 


Wight  was  educated  at  HiUhead 
High  School  and  Glasgow  Veteri¬ 
nary  College.  But  he  came  south  of 
the  border  to  begin  veterinary  prac¬ 
tice  in  Thirsk  where,  with  a  break  far 
war  service  in  the  RAF.  he  remained 
ever  afterwards. 

He  might,  to  this  day,  be  doing  his 
rounds  on  windswept  Yorkshire  hills 
if,  at  the  age  of  SO,  he  had  not  been 
persuaded  by  his  wife  Joan  to  put 
into  book  form  some  of  the  anecdotes 
which  had  made  him  so  popular  as  a 
raconteur  in  the  pubs,  homes  and 
farmsteads  of  the  district.  The  result 
of  his'  first  endeavours  was  If  Only 
They  Could  Talk,  which  did  not 
immediately  recommend  itself  to 
publishers.  However,  after  a  number 
of  refusals  it  eventually  saw  the  light 
of  day  in  1970,  and  was  kindly,  if 
rather  condescendingly,  reviewed. 

It  was  followed  m  1972  with  It 
Shouldn't  Happen  to  a  Vet.  which 
did  slightly  better.  Then  Heritors 
agent  took  the  books  over  to  the 
United  States.  A  compilation  was 
published  under  the  title  All  Crea¬ 
tures  Great  and  Small  lit  the  US  it 
achieved  an  immense  success  and  by 
the  time  Herriot  published  again  in 
England  he  found  that  he  was  almost 
a  household  name.  All  Creatures 
Great  and  Small,  that  disarming 
second  line  of  the  well-known  harvest 
festival  hymn,  became,  almost,  the 
signature  by  which  his  work  was 
recognised,  and  the  title  of  several 
television  series. 

Wight  never  let  the  Herriot  perso¬ 
na  take  him  over.  He  visited  the 
United  States,  attended  book 
launches  and  did  such  promotional 
work  as  his  publishers  persuaded 
him  was  essential.  But  as  soon  as  he 
could,  he  would  complain  that  the 
practice  was  suffering  because  the 
waiting  room  was  fuD  of  American 
tourists  rather  than  clients. 

Although  the  Herriot  books  (and 
the  television  series)  evoked  the  ethos 
of  an  age  which  had  actually  disap¬ 
peared  before  he  began  writing  about 
it  they  had  an  extraordinary  practi- 


OLEG  LYALI N 


Oleg  Lyalin.  KGB 
defector  to  Britain  in  the 
1970s.  died  on  February 
12  aged  57  after  a  long 
illness.  He  was  born  on 
June  24. 1937. 

WHEN,  in  the  small  hours  of 
August  Bank  Holiday  1971, 
two  Metropolitan  Police  con¬ 
stables  apprehended  a  car 
driver  whose  vehicle  had  been 
careering  erratically  down 
.Tottenham  Court  Road,  they 
had  no  notion  that  they  were 
stepping  into  the  biggest  spy 
drama  of  the  era.  The  spectac¬ 
ularly  inebriated  individual 
behind  the  wheel  of  the  errant 
Hillman  was  Oleg  Lyalin,  a 
KGB  officer  who  had  for  some 
months  been  in  contact  with 
the  British  security  services, 
prepared  to  offer  sensitive 
information  about  Soviet  ac¬ 
tivity  in  the  country  in  ex¬ 
change  for  a  chance  to  make  a 
new  life  for  himself  and  his 
girlfriend  in  Britain. 

_His  sudden  arrest  on  a 
drink-drive  charge  was  incon¬ 
venient,  to  say  the  least,  as  far 
as  MI5  was  concerned,  and 
led  to  the  acceleration  of  plans 
to  enable  Lyalin  to  defect.  As  a 
resuit  of  what  he  told  his 
interrogators  al  his  subse¬ 
quent  debriefing  the  Govern¬ 
ment.  in  one  fell  swoop, 
expelled  105  Soviet  Embassy 
officials,  causing  political  up¬ 
roar  at  home  and  creating 
remarkable  waves  in  the 


diplomatic  community  inter¬ 
nationally. 

Oleg  Adolfovich  Lyalin  was 
born  and  grew  up  in  Stavropol 
on  the  northern  slopes  of  the 
Caucasus.  He  was  recruited 
imo  the  KGB  in  the  1950s  and 
was  posted  to  London  in  the 
1960s  as  his  first  overseas  tour. 
Ostensibly  his  job  was  that  of 
a  trade  official  and  he  was 
based  in  the  consumer  goods 
department  of  the  Soviet 
Trade  Delegation  in  Highare. 
The  reality  was  that  he  was 
attached  to  the  deadly  and 
highly  secretive  Department  V 
of  tiie  KGB  which  was  respon¬ 
sible  for  assassination  and 
sabotage  worldwide. 

In  Britain  specifically.  De¬ 
partment  V*S  job  was  to  be 
ready  to  erode  the  effective¬ 
ness  of  the  country's  Nato 
installations  at  a  moment's 
notice.  Lyalin's  personal  task 
was  to  prepare  to  sabotage  the 
radar  station  at  FylingdaJes  on 
the  North  Yorkshire  Moors, 
which  had  been  constructed  to 
give  early  warning  of  a  Soviet 
nuclear  missile  attack.  Fre¬ 
quent  visits  to  Yorkshire  as  a 
“textile  official"  with  the  Soviet 
Trade  Delegation  gave  protec¬ 
tive  colouring  to  his  interest  in 
the  area. 

In  fact,  although  it  was  the 
avowed  Soviet  intention  to 
activate  such  plans  only  in  the 
event  of  war.  Lyalin,  running 
an  extensive  network  of  opera¬ 
tives.  had  brought  the  sabo¬ 


tage  apparatus  to  such  a  slate 
of  readiness  that  severe  dam¬ 
age  could  have  been  caused  at 
a  moment's  nonce. 

Early  in  1971.  however. 
Lyalin  contacted  British  sec¬ 
urity  services  declaring  him¬ 
self  prepared  to  supply  MI5 
with  information  about  Rus¬ 
sian  subversive  activity  in 
Britain  if,  in  exchange,  he 
could  be  offered  a  new  life 
with  his  girlfriend  Irina 
Teplyakova.  a  Soviet  secret¬ 
ary. 

Lyalin's  arrest  on  a  drink- 
driving  charge  threatened  to 
upset  these  delicately  poised 
negotiations.  Thoroughly 
sobered  up  after  a  night  in 
police  cells,  he  determined  to 
appeal  to  MI5  for  help.  His 
plea  was  quickly  answered 
since  MIS  did  not  want  to  let 
slip  the  chance  of  acquiring  a 
potential  defector  who 
sounded  as  if  he  might  be  in 
possession  of  information  of 
quite  spectacular  impact 

Released  cm  tail  of  £50  from 
Marlborough  Street  Magis¬ 
trates'  Court  Lyalin  was 
whisked  away  to  a  safe  house 
and  effectively  disappeared. 
His  debriefing  astonished 
even  an  expectant  MIS.  giving 
as  it  did  incontrovertible  evi¬ 
dence  that  large  numbers  of 
Soviet  Embassy  personnel 
who  were  ostensibly  trade 
officials  and  diplomats  formed 
in  fact  a  huge  spy  and  sabo¬ 
tage  ring  which  was  engaged 


Lyalin  a  t  an  embassy  function  before  his  defection 


on  what  we  ire  tantamount  to 
acts  of  war. 

For  the  Cp  mservative  Gov¬ 
ernment  of  Edward  Heath, 
which  had  lo  ng  suspected  that 
the  KGB  (.zmd  its  military 
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counterpart  the  GRU)  regard¬ 
ed  Britain  a s  open  house  for  its 
anti-Nato  operations,  these 
revelations  were  the  last 
straw.  In  an  unprecedented 
reaction  the  Foreign  Secre¬ 
tary.  Sir  Alec  Douglas-Home, 
had  JOS  Soviet  diplomats  and 
other  officials  expelled  from 
Britain,  drastically  and  per¬ 
manently  curtailing  the  Soviet 
spying  capacity  in  the  country. 

This  was  galling  enough  to 
Moscow  which  riposted  by 
ordering  18  UK  Embassy 
officials  to  leave  the  Soviet 
Union.  But  the  damage  to  the 
Soviet  intelligence-gathering 
capacity  was  augmented  by 
what  amounted  almost  to  a 
panic  reaction  in  KGB  ranks 
to  foe  thought  that  Lyalin 
might  be  doing  untold  harm 
by  revealing  what  he  knew  of 
Department  V’s  activities  in 
other  parts  of  the  world. 

Agents  —  including  poten¬ 
tial  saboteurs  and  assassins  — 
were  ordered  home  with  un¬ 
seemly  haste,  sometimes  so 
precipitately  as  to  threaten 


LADY  KELLY 


cal  influence.  They  transformed  the 
image  of  the  vet  to  the  extent  that  a 
generation  of  urban  children  grew  up 
wanting  to  become  vets.  Before 
James  Herriot.  many  vets  came  from 
a  farming  or  rural  backgrond.  Their 
professional  training  had  only  re¬ 
cently  been  upgraded  to  require  a 
degree  before  qualification.  Recruit¬ 
ment  to  die  profession  was  so  slack 
that  the  British  Veterinary  Associ¬ 
ation  was  seeking  funds  for  a 
promotional  film  to  encourage  young 
people  to  train  as  vets. 

Post-Herriot.  applications  for  the 
UK’s  veterinary  schools  increased  to 
a  level  exceeding  the  number  of 
places  available,  so  that  the  A-level 
entry  requirements  had  to  be  set 
higher  than  for  any  other  course, 
including  human  medicine.  The 
fame  of  Wight’s  fictional  vet  had 
other  spin-offs.  When  the  public  got 
to  know,  in  1989,  that  the  Govern¬ 
ment  intended  to  close  two  veterinary 
schools  and  that  one  of  them  was 
Glasgow,  Herriors  alma  mater,  they 
rushed  to  sign  the  petition  opposing 
the  closure.  Glasgow  Veterinary 
College  remained  open. 

Despite  the  royalties  that  poured  in 
from  books,  films  and  television.  J.  A 
Wight’s  way  of  life  chan  gal  hardly  at 
all:  this  modest  best-selling  author 
resisted  all  attempts  to  convince  him 
that  from  the  tax  point  of  view  he 
would  be  far  better  off  living  abroad 

Throughout,  he  .remained  popular 
with  his  fellow  practitioners.  He  was 
very  proud  of  his  profession  and  of 
being  elected  an  honorary  member  of 
the  British  Veterinary  Association  in 
1975  and  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Veterinary  Surgeons  in 
1982. 

Yet  the  tribute  he  valued  as  highly 
as  any  came  from  a  local  farmer. 
Told  that  Mr  Wight,  his  vet  of  many 
years,  was  the  famous  writer  James  | 
Herriot,  he  said,  after  a  pause.  “Well,  , 
he’s  nota  bad  vetenly.  either**.  | 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife  Joan, 
whom  he  married  in  1941.  and  by 
their  son  and  daughter. 


their  cover.  From  Montreal. 
Mexico  City.  Paris.  Bonn  and 
Athens,  suspected  spies  de¬ 
camped  with  a  speed  that 
made  it  quite  obvious  what 
they  were.  Meanwhile,  at 
home,  a  number  of  Lyalin's 
accomplices  who  were  not 
Soviet  citizens  were  rounded 
up.  Notable  among  these  was 
Siroj  Husein  Abdoolcader,  a 
Malaysian  working  in  the 
vehicle  licensing  department 
of  the  Greater  London  Coun¬ 
cil.  who  was  jailed  for  three 
years  for  giving  information  to 
the  KGB  about  car  registra¬ 
tions  believed  to  be  those  of 
MI5  officers. 

In  all.  Lyalin's  revelations 
caused  as  far  as  Western 
intelligence  agencies  were  con¬ 
cerned.  quite  the  most  satisfac¬ 
tory  panic  that  had  occurred 
in  KGB/GRU  ranks  for  years. 
The  Americans,  in  particular, 
much  admired  the  British 
Government’s  robust  action  to 
reduce  Soviet  spy  levels.  Only 
in  Britain  were  the  Govern¬ 
ment's  actions  called  into 
question,  with  Harold  Wilson, 
Leader  of  the  Opposition,  voic¬ 
ing  anxiety  about  the  adverse 
effect  on  Anglo-Soviet  rela¬ 
tions  and  casting  open  doubt 
on  Lyalin’s  importance  within 
the  Soviet  secret  intelligence 
system.  This  led  to  harsh 
exchanges  between  him  and 
Mr  Heath,  both  inside  and 
outside  the  Commons. 

Lyalin  himself  never  re¬ 
turned  to  Marlborough  Street 
Magistrates’  Court  Charges 
against  him  were  withdrawn 
and  in  October  1971  die  Attor¬ 
ney-General.  Sir  Peter  Raw- 
liiison.  told  the  House  of 
Commons  that  to  have  pro¬ 
ceeded  further  against  him 
would  have  exposed  him  to  the 
risk  of  assassination.  Granted 
asylum,  as  was  Irina 
Teplyakova,  he  disappared 
from  public  view,  though  he 
continued  to  remain  in  touch 
with  the  British  intelligence 
community,  providing  valued 
analysis  of  information  com¬ 
ing  out  of  the  Soviet  Union  for 
a  number  of  years. 

Oleg  Lylaltn  married  Irina  i 
Teplyakova  and  the  pair  are  ' 
thought  to  have  settled  in  the  I 
North  of  England.  Latterly  his 
health  had  deteriorated  and 
he  died  at  home. 


Mr  and  Mrs  David  Kelly  in  1932 


Lady  Kelly,  diplomatic 
hostess,  traveller  and 

writer,  died  on  February 

22  aged  93.  She  was  born 

on  Christmas  Day.  1901. 

LADY  KELLY  was  one  of  the 
grandes  dames  of  British  di¬ 
plomacy.  She  was  the  widow 
of  Sir  David  Kelly  whose  last 
posting,  as  the  British  Ambas¬ 
sador  to  Moscow.  1949-51. 
capped  a  long  and  distin¬ 
guished  career  with  the  Brit¬ 
ish  Foreign  Service.  She  also 
presided  with  great  panache 
over  embassies  in  Bern,  Bue¬ 
nos  Aires  and  Ankara.  She 
was  a  warm  woman,  equally 
comfortable  with  writers,  art¬ 
ists  and  politicians.  Her  hus¬ 
band  once  remarked  that  it 
was  she  who  made  all  the 
friends  in  their  marriage. 

But  though  she  was  married 
to  a  British  diplomat  and 
wrote  five  books  —  including 
her  autobiography.  Dawn  to 
Dusk  (I960)  —  in  English. 
Marie  Noele  Kelly  in  many 
ways  preserved  the  altitudes 
and  outlook  of  her  strict 
Catholic.  Belgian  upbringing. 
She  was  bom  Rente  Marie 
Noele  Ghislaine.  the  eldest  of 
three  daughters  of  the  Comte 
de  Vaux.  whose  family  had 
emigrated  from  Dance  during 
the  French  Revolution-  One  of 
her  ancestors  was  Martehal 
Charles  Noel  de  Jourda,  the 
Comte  de  Vaux  who  had 
conquered  Corsica  for  Louis 
XV.  Her  love  of  travel  was 
inspired  by  her  maternal 
grandfather  Baron  George 
Snpy.  who  had  travelled  the 
world  and  produced  a  series  of 
travel  guides  in  the  1860s. 

Her  father,  who  was  disap¬ 
pointed  at  not  having  a  son. 
gave  his  daughters  a  far 
higher  standard  of  education 
than  was  common  among 
girls  of  her  background  at  the 
time.  He  taught  them  Classics 
and  shared  Jus  love  of  French 
and  English  literature  with 
them.  Each  of  them  had 
remarkable  careers  in  their 
own  right  Anne,  the  second, 
was  the  mother  superior  of  the 
Sacr&  Coeur  congregation  al 
Liege.  Louise,  the  youngest  is 
one  of  the  leading  ear.  nose 
and  throat  specialists  in 
Belgium. 

Marie  Noele  first  came  to 
England  during  the  First 
World  War  where  site  stayed 
in  Shropshire  as  a  guest  of 
Lord  Kenyon-  She  met  her 
husband  David  Kelly  —  then 
recently  widowed  —  at  a  party 
thrown  by  her  aunt  Enid  at 
her  grandparents*  bouse  near 
Waterloo  in  1928.  They  were 
married  the  following  year. 

David  Kelly  came  from 
Ulster  but  while  he  preserved 
many  Anglo-Irish  characteris¬ 
tics.  he  had  convened  to 
Catholicism  during  the  First 
World  War.  He  had  then  just 
been  appointed  Head  of  Chan¬ 
cery  at  the  British  Embassy. 
During  the  1930s  he  was 
posted  to  Cairo  and  to  Bern, 
and  in  1942  as  Ambassador  in 
Buenos  Aires,  where  he  saw 
the  triumph  of  General  Peron. 
Marie  Noele  described  the 
latter  as  “sleek,  magnetic  and 
common".  During  the  Second 
World  War,  she  was  a  tireless 


fundraiser  the  British  com¬ 
munity  there  amassed  some 
£3  million  for  the  war  effort  in 
goods  and  provisions. 

In  1946  they  moved  to 
Turkey,  probably  her  favour- 
ire  posting.  At  the  suggestion 
of  Sureya  Agaoglu  —  the  first 
woman  barrister  in  Turkey  — 
Lady  Kelly  (her  husband  had 
been  created  KCMG  in  1942) 
gave  a  series  of  lectures  there 
which  were  widely  publicised 
and  attended  by  the  wives  of 
many  ministers  including  thai 
of  President  Inonu.  She  and 
her  husband  also  made  con¬ 
tacts  with  most  of  the  provin¬ 
cial  governors  and  with  the 
local  press,  and  did  much  to 
maintain  Turkish  confidence 
in  Britain  at  a  time  when  the 
British  economy  was  particu¬ 
larly  shaky.  She  later 
described  her  travels  there  in 
the  first  of  her  bodes.  Turkish 
Delights  (1951).  It  was  written 
with  a  light  touch  that  con¬ 
cealed  much  solid  research. 

In  the  Soviet  Union,  where 
restrictions  on  foreign  diplo¬ 
mats  were  severe,  she  and  her 
husband  obtained  permission 
to  travel  more  widely  than  any 
of  their  colleagues.  Accompa¬ 
nied  by  the  inevitable  secret 
servicemen  and  armed  with  a 
prH914  Baedeker,  they  took 
their  chances  in  local  hotels 
and  on  train  journeys  lasting 
up  to  24  hours  with  no  food 
but  what  they  carried.  They 
made  a  serious  of  expeditions 
to  the  andent  provincial  dries 
of  European  Russia,  including 
Kiev  which  had  been  closed  to 
diplomats  for  five  years.  These 
experiences  formal  the  basis 
of  her  book  Mirror  to  Russia 
(1959.  a  groundbreaking  work 
at  a  time  when  the  Soviet 
Union  was  still  a  mystery  to 
the  outside  world,  and  now 
something  of  a  collector's 
piece. 

Her  husband  retired  in  1951. 
having  been  advanced  to 
GCMG  in  1950,  and  they 
bought  a  lovely  18th-century 
house  in  Co  Watford,  near  his 
family  home.  FbUowing  his 
death  in  1959  she  continued  to 
keep  a  cottage  there.  After  all 
her  travels  it  was  probably 
Ireland  that  she  loved  most 
and  it  was  there  that  she  will 
.  be  buried.  She  rode  her  horse 
there  until  three  years  ago, 
and  knew  all  the  local  farmers 
and  smallholders. 

At  her  London  flat  in  Car¬ 
lyle  Square,  long  afteT  she  had 
ceased  to  have  a  diplomatic 
staff,  she  continued  to  keep 
open  house  with  great  dash 
and.  sometimes  slapdash, 
dan.  Her  parties  were  a 
happy  mixture  of  writers  (she 
had  been  a  dose  friend  of 
Rebecca  West  and  Freya 
Stark),  diplomats,  visiting  for¬ 
eigners  and  a  smattering  of 
young  cousins. 

Having  moved  innumera¬ 
ble  times,  she  never  lost  the 
knack  of  creating  a  home 
wherever  she  settled.  Nor  did 
she  lose  her  foreign  accent,  or 
ever  appear  less  than  impecca¬ 
bly  turned  out  in  public.  There 
was  no  hint  of  vanity  about 
this,  rather,  as  always,  a 
strong  sense  of  duty  and  self- 
disdpline. 

She  leaves  her  two  sons. 
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KEMFTON  PARK  MEETING. 

AN  UNPLEASANT  SCENE. 

A  very  unpleasant  scene  was  enacted 
on  the  racecourse  at  Kempton  Park 
yesterday  directly  after  the  race  for  the 
Sl  James’s  Hurdle. 

Trash,  a  five-year-old  horse,  by  the 
Tetrarch  out  of  Allah,  one  of  the  best 
two-year-olds  of  his  year,  broke  a  foreleg 
at  the  last  hurdles,  and  was  pulled  up 
near  to  the  last  hurdle.  He  stood  still, 
showing  no  indication  that  he  was  in 
any  pain.  Horse’s  legs  are  callous  in 
most  cases.  There  was,  however,  only 
one  thing  to  be  done.  Trash  had  to  be 
shot,  which  was  sad.  for  racehorses,  in 
most  cases,  do  not  race  for  their  own 

pleasure  so  much  as  for  the  pleasure  of 
those  people  who  attend  race  meetings. 
No  doubt  many  people  felt  sorry. 

There  is  nothing  unpleasant  in  that, 
but  within  a  few  moments  of  the 
accident  the  horse  was  surrounded  by  a 

crowd  of  inquisitive  men - and 

women — of  all  classes.  When  they  saw 
the  nature  of  the  accident,  and  learned— 


ON  THIS  DAY 

February  24  1923 


The  crowd  that  gathered  to  watch  the 
shooting  of  an  injured  racehorse  dis¬ 
gusted  The  Times*  correspondent  at 
the  course 

—as  they  did  very  quickly - that  Trash 

would  have  to  be  shot  where  he  stood,  it 
might  be  supposed  that  they  would  have 
departed  silently.  That  was  the  last 
thing  that  they  did.  A  very  large  crowd 
of  quite  respectable-looking  men  and 
women — there  were  naturally  some 

hooligans  present  as  well - stood  and 

watched  an  exceedingly  good-looking 
thoroughbred  shot  and  then  hoisted  into 
the  knackers  cart.  After  being  witness 
from  the  stands  of  this  disgusting 
episode.  1  shall  find  it  difficult  to  argue 


with  those  narrow-minded  and  ignorant 
people  who  consider  that  all  people  who 
go  racing  are  unpleasant.  There  were 
many  unpleasant  people  at  Kempton 
Park  yesterday. 

FOOT-LONG  CENTIPEDES. 

Mr.  R.  B.  Murray,  on  a  recent  visit  to 
Trinidad,  captured  a  number  of  very  large 
centipedes,  two  of  which  he  succeeded  in 
bringing  to  England  alive  for  presentation  to 
the  Zoo.  They  are  now  in  the  Insect  House  and 
should  prove  a  great  attraction.  Each  is  rather 

more  than  a  foot  long,  and  at  the  broadest  part 
nearly  half  an  inch  across-  They  are  dark 
brown  with  rings  on  the  long  feelers  and  on 
the  legs,  a  pur  of  which  project  from  each 
flattened  segment  of  the  body.  These  tropica! 
centipedes  live  in  shady  places,  hidden  under 
bark,  stones,  or  dead  leaves,  and  moving 
chiefly  at  night.  They  ran  quickly  and  can 
climb  vertical  surfaces  if  there  is  any  foothold 
for  their  daws.  They  are  entirely  carnivorous, 
living  on  insects,  grubs,  and  small  birds  or 
mammals,  which  thty  kill  with  their  venom. 

The  wounds  made  by  the  sharp  claws  are 
extremely  painful.  The  bile  is  very  painful  to 
human  bangs,  bit  has  not  been  known  to  be 
fatal,  although  it  causes  insomnia,  ityai 
swelling,  and  occasionally  ulcers. 
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NEWS 


Major  gambles  on  rebel  MPs 

■  John  Major  has  decided  to  put  his  authority  on  the  line  in  a 
knife-edge  vote  on  Europe  next  week  in  which  the  Govern¬ 
ment's  fate  might  be  decided  by  its  nine  whipless  rebels. 

In  a  move  that  surprised  his  supporters  and  opponents  the 
Prime  Minister  opted  to  spearhead  the  Government’s  defence 
against  a  Labour  motion  attacking  its  policy  on  Europe.  Defeat 
could  lead  to  the  fall  of  the  Government . Page  1 

Middle  classes  desert  the  Tories 

■  The  middle  classes  have  become  increasingly  gloomy  about 

the  economic  outlook  and  are  deserting  the  Tories  on  a  record 
scale.  Labour  support  has  risen  two  percentage  points  to  58  per 
cent  since  the  end  of  January,  while  the  Tory  rating  has  slipped 
three  points  to  24  per  cent  after  the  exposure  of  splits  in  the 
Cabinet  over  Europe . Page  1 


Graham’s  £425,000 

George  Graham,  who  was 
sacked  as  manager  of  Arsenal, 
received  £425.500  commission  for 
the  transfer  of  two  Scandinavian 
foothaUers . Page  1 

Herriot  dies 

James  Herriot.  the  world’s  most 
famous  vet.  died  at  the  age  of  78  in 
his  home  at  Thirsk,  in  North 
Yorkshire,  the  town  that  was  the 
mode]  for  Darrowby  in  All  Crea¬ 
tures  Great  and  Small ....  Page  1 

Ferries  blockaded 

Striking  French  seamen  held  up 
thousands  of  holidaymakers  with 
a  violent  blockade  of  Calais  which 
forced  ferries  to  divert  to 
Zeebrugge - Page  1 

Unionists  criticised 

Lister  businessmen  said  that 
Unionist  politicians  who  con¬ 
demned  the  Anglo-Irish  frame¬ 
work  document  have  lost  touch 
with  grassroots  opinion — Page  2 

Fry  ‘in  France’ 

Stephen  Fry.  the  actor  who  van¬ 
ished  in  “emotional  turmoil"  after 
quirting  his  West  End  show,  was 
seen  on  a  ferry  to  France  by  rwo 
passengers  on  Monday  ....Page  3 

Court  clash 

A  senior  judge  and  a  former  Bar 
Council  chairman  were  involved 
in  a  personal  dash  in  the  Court  of 
Appeal  after  the  judge  refused  to 
adjourn  a  case  so  that  the  QC 
could  a  range  his  father's 
funeral - - — . Page  5 


Huskies  die 

A  fata  L  illness  has  struck  the  last 
surviving  British  huskies  after 
they  were  taken  from  Antarctica 
to  Lnukjuak  on  the  edge  of  Hud¬ 
son  Bay - Page  7 

Justice  body 

The  Government  is  proposing  to 
set  up  an  independent  organis- 
adon  to  investigate  alleged  mis¬ 
carriages  of  justice - Page  8 

Boy,  14,  cleared 

A  14-Year-old  Pakistani  Christian 
who  faced  execution  for  blasphe¬ 
my  was  cleared  and  ordered  to  be 
immediately  freed  by  Lahore 
High  Court  But  Salamat  Masih 
faces  almost  certain  death  if  he 
returns  home - Page  12 

No  free  lunch 

Almost  nothing  in  the  Republi¬ 
cans’  Contract  With  America  has 
caused  such  a  furore  as  the  at¬ 
tempt  to  scrap  the  Government’s 
school-hinch  programme  and  to 
send  lump  sums  to  the  states  to 
feed  children . Page  13 

CIA  controversy 

Controversy  over  the  French  deri¬ 
sion  to  ask  five  alleged  CIA 
agents  to  leave  Paris  was  moving 
to  the  centre  of  the  country’s  elec¬ 
tion  campaign _ Page  14 

Belgian  scandal 

A  slow-burning  but  devastating 
political  scandal  is  WTeaking  hav¬ 
oc  inside  the  Belgian  political 
class  and  seems  sure  to  dominate 
a  general  election . Page  15 


£300,000  tag  on  ‘worthless’  pictures 

■  A  banker  whose  collection  of  19th-century  watercolours  a 
London  auction  house  regarded  as  worthless  ten  years  ago  has 
been  told  they  could  now  fetch  up  to  £300,000.  The  BBC’s 
Antiques  Road.  Show  stumbled  across  the  book  of  25  paintings 
by  the  Filipino  artist  Jose  Honorato  Lozano  during  filming  in 
Brussels  this  week . Page  9 


Tony  Blair,  who  claims  that  Labour  now  speaks  for  middle-income  l  Iritain.  leaving  Waterloo  for  Bournemouth  yesterday.  MORI,  page  1 


BUSINESS 


Power  druggie:  Northern  Electric 
predicted  that  it  would  retain  its 
independence  after  Trafalgar 
House  raised  its  bid  to  £11  a  share, 
somewhat  short  of  the  expected 
“knock-out"  price . — Page  23 

Executive  pay:  Two-thirds  of  Brit¬ 
ish  managers  believe  that  company 
directors’  earnings  should  be 

restricted . . . - . - . Page  23 

ICI:  The  chemicals  group,  disap¬ 
pointed  investors  by  leaving  its 
final  dividend  unchanged  even 
though  it  reported  sharply  higher 
earnings  and  much  lower 
debts. . . . Page  23 

Markets:  The  FT-S  E 100  rose  29.8  to 
3049J.  Sterling's  index  rose  from 
87.1  to  87.4  after  a  rise  from  $15885 
to  $15920  and  from  DM2.3314  to 
DM23442 . . . Page  26 


SPORT 


ARTS 


Rugby  union:  Ireland  have 
dropped  Keith  Wood,  their  highly  £ 
rated  hooker,  in  one  of  three 
changes  for  the  match  against 
France,  who  have  themselves  made  j 
six  changes— - - Page  44 

Golf:  Robert  Karlsson.  the  tallest 
player  on  the  PGA  European  Tour, 
took  the  first-round  lead  in  the 
Turespafia  Open  Mediterrania  \ 
with  a  course  record  64....  Page  42 
Rugby  league:  David  Myers,  the 
Bradford  Northern  wing,  has  been 
banned  for  the  rest  of  the  domestic 
season  and  fined  £250  for  running 
into  the  hack  of  a  referee-  Page  4! 

Motor  racing:  The  Pacific  team,  a 
regular  non-qualifier  last  season 
but  now  linked  with  Lotus, 
launched  its  new  Formula  One  car 
in  London - Page  42 


Classic  farce:  Michael  Frayn’s 
Noises  Off.  now  in  Birmingham,  is 
an  ingeniously  engineered,  scrupu¬ 
lously  timed,  door-slamming, 
prop-juggling,  and  esealatinglv  ab¬ 
surd  comedy . . . Page  33 

All  Greek  to  me:  The  triennial 
Cambridge  Greek  play  is  still  ebul¬ 
liently  alive  after  HOyears.  The  cast 
deariv  do  not  think  Aristophanes  a 

boring  old  fart . . Page  33 

Literal  lovers:  It  has  taken  English 
National  Ballet  eight  years  to  re¬ 
vive  Nureyev’s  Romeo  and  Juliet,  a. 
production  that  interprets  Shake¬ 
speare  far  too  literally - Page  34 

Pop  on  Friday.  In  America,  the 
complaining  grunge  bands  have 
been  overtaken  by  a  new  wave  of 
groups  whose  music  is  brash, 
breezy  and  anxiety-free . Page  35 
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IN  THE  TIMES 

■  TECHNO  CHIC 
Iain  R.  Webb  on 
designer  experiments 
in  the  science 

of  style 

■  REVIEWS 
Jonathan  Meades  on 
another  (Marco  protege 
Marcel  Berlins  on  The 
Advocate's  Devil 


features 


Lesson  In  determination:  Valene 

Grove  meets  the  aggrieved  school 
principal  who  set  the  bailiffs  on  to 

Harrods _ _ —  Page  17 

Exit  right  Stephen  Fly’s  fans  will 
be  happy  to  to  welcome  him  back — 
when  he’s  good  and  ready.  Libby 

Purves  writes . . . Page  17 

Roman  candle:  John  Phillips  talks 
about  maschilismo  with  Irene 
Pivetti.  the  youngest  Speaker  of  the 

Italian  Parliament . Page  16 

Shocking  success:  Julia  Llewellyn 
Smith  investigates  the  birth  of  Kill¬ 
er  Joe.  a  gory  but  praise-spattered 
play  by  actor  Tracy  Letts. _  Page  16 


INFOTEGH 


Window  on  China:  As  part  of  a 
promotions  drive.  Microsoft  is  to 
train  2500  Chinese  to  become  soft¬ 
ware  experts - Page  37 

Virtual  study:  You  can  now  use  a 
personal  computer  id  “attend"  lec¬ 
tures  for  an  MBA  course.  Page  36 


THEPAPERS 


l  We  welcome  news  that  modem 
j  techniques  in  biofogy  have  brought 
j  a  growing  consensus  that  the  con- 
J  cept  of  race  has  little  basis  in  sd- 
;  ence  —  Los  Angeles  Times 

The  framework  document  repre¬ 
sents  a  rare  chance  to  lei  go  of  old 
hatreds.  All  over  the  world  —  from 
Cambodia  to  El  Salvador  to  the 
Middle  East  —  old  enemies  are 
struggling  in  this  direction.  The 
citizens  of  Northern  Ireland  de¬ 
serve  no  less—  The  New  York  Times 


p review.  Enthusiastic  snappere  pf  y 
all  abilities  are  the  target  of  a  new  'J. 
series.  The  Fhoto  Show  fBBCl  - 
8pm).  Review:  BBC  Vs  Crbm'Pms-  ^ 
editor  has  Lynne  Trussinstkiie^ 
but  it  was  not  nKanfc^to-iie  - 
funny . - . 


France  at  sea  :  ^ 

The  blockade  of  the  Clra^  pacts 
by  striking  French  seamen  is^ 
outrage.. . - . . ~«igeW 

Appealing  proposals  : 

Michael  Howard’s  announcsnem 
of  a  new  Criminal  Cases  Re-' 
view  Commission  deserves 

support - - — Page  19 

Homo  loquens  {• 

According  to  a  recent  research, 
paper  nearly  3,000  languages 
could  become  extinct  over  the  next 
hundred  years - Page  If 


BERNARD  LEVIN 

Very  many  trilingual  scholars  of 
the  highest  renown  have  studied  . 
the  matter  and  have  come  to  the^L 
conclusion  that  the  Second  World 
War  has  finished;  of  course,  al¬ 
though  absolute  certainty  cannot 
be  claimed,  die  Swiss  trilingual 
man  in  the  trilingual  Swiss  street 
is.  albeit  carefully,  behaving  as  : 
though  there  is  no  longer  any  use 
for  blackout  curtains  and  bomb¬ 
proof  air-raid  shelters . Page  18  - 

MICHAEL  PfNTO-DUCHfNSKY 
According  to  the  Nolan  commit¬ 
tee’s  approach,  the  prescription  of  a 
cure  does  not  depend  on  establish¬ 
ing  the  nature  and  the  extent  of  the- 

disease - - — Page  18 

PHILIP  HOWARD 
Fragments  of  the  old  common  stock 
of  Eurostories,  such  as  Noah's  Ark 
and  the  Trojan  Horse  have  lived  on 
into  our  age  of  wider  but  shallower 

general  knowledge - Page  18 

MATTHEW  PARRIS 
Lord  Nolan  has  one  of  those  round, 
amiable,  glowing  faces  that  speak 
of  Wright's  Coal  Tar  soap  and  a 
vigorous  toweWry - Page  2 
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James  Herriot  author  and  veteri¬ 
nary  surgeon;  Oleg  Lyalin.  KGB 
defector  to  Britain;  Lady  KeOy,  dip¬ 
lomatic  hostess . Page  21 
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Caring  for  die  aged;  prison  visits; 
Spitfire's  creator;  Mines  Aware¬ 
ness  Day . ; . . Page  19 


THE  TIMES  CROSSWORD  NO  19,787 
ir 


ACROSS 

1  Late  pupil  has  unpot  modified  (8). 
5  Stoop  to  pick  up  second  object  (6). 
S  Double  number  round  scene  of 
fighting  14,6]. 

9  A  couple  of  seconds  for  religious 
work  (4). 

10  Soldier  attached  to  army  unit  for 
i  this  enterprise  (7.7). 

11  Cunning  isn’t  commonly  included 
in  such  qualities  17). 

13  German  city's  Irish  quarter  (71. 

15  Dance  around  a  baker’s  first  cake 

J  (3.4). 

IS  Stand  for  displaying  nondescript 
o  article  (7). 

21  Test  audience's  conclusion  on 
3  revolutionary  music  (14). 

22  A  princess  m  operetta  —  or  opera 
W). 

-  23  Extremely  urgent  mood  (10). 

24  Turn  to  examine  inside  tree  or 
i  shrub  (6). 


The  solution  of  The 
Eliminator  Puzzle, 
No  19,786,  will 
appear  on 
Thursday,  March  2, 
1995 


25  Mixed  one  a  pure  white  (8). 

DOWN 

1  Work  about  Edward  I,  a  tragic 
king  (7). 

2  Revolutionary  lists  main  Com¬ 
munist  principles  (9). 

3  Chap  holding  rod  getting  agitated 
—  trout  finally  biting  (7). 

4  Treatment’s  given  here  to  hide 
strain  girl’s  in  (7). 

5  Trap  set  under  missile  in  naval 
base  (9). 

6  Deep,  deep  singer's  part  of  catch 
(3,4). 

7  Praise  hard  worker  audibly? 

Good  heavens!  (5J) _ _ 

12  Dissolute  Wooster  endlessly  get” 
ting  into  row  (9). 

14  In  torment  as  a  talent  is  mis¬ 
directed  (9). 

16  In  public  service,  Jade  of  effective¬ 
ness  gets  head  dismissed  (7). 

17  Two  pieces  that  a  minor  player 
plays  (3.4). 

18  Painter  gets  engineer  a  drink  in 
France  (7). 

19  Friiit  in  a  little  case  taken  to  a 
party  (7). 

20  The  means  of  control  in  that 
situation  (7). 

Times  TWo  Crossword,  page  44 


TIMES  WEATHERCALL 


For  the  latest  region  by  region  lorecast.  24 
hours  a  day,  cSal  0891  500  followed  by  the 
appropriate  code: 

Greater  London . . .  ..  _ 701 

Kent, Surrey  .Sussex .  702 

OorseLHante  &IOW . ....  . 703 

Devon  &  ComwaH  . . 704 

WiBs.GloocsAvon.Soms . . 705 

Berks.Bucks.Oxnn _ _ 706 

Beds.He*ls8Essex . . 707 

Norioflv.S*JtfoKCarnbs . 708 

Wasl  Md  &Sth  Gtam  &  Gwent. . . .709 

Shfops,HereJds  &  Wacs . 710 

Central  Midlands . . 71 1 

East  Midlands . —  712 

Lines  &  Humberside . . 713 

Dyfed&P®ws„ .  . . 714 

Gwynedd &Clwyd..._ . 715 

NWEngtand . . . .  716 

W  &  SYats  &  Dates . 717 

N  E  England . 718 

Cumbns  &  Laka  District . _ .  71& 

SW  Scotland - - :  720 

W  Central  Scotland .  721 

Edm  S  File/Lofrnan  &  Borders _ _ 722 

ECantral  Scotland . . 723 

Grampian  a  E  Highlands . . 724 

N WScatLand  . 725 

CaJthnes&.Ort(ney  &  Shetland .  726 

Ntrefend . . 727 

Weathercail  is  charged  a!  39p  per  minute 
(cheap  rate}  and  49p  per  mnute  at  afl  other 
times 


AAROADWATCH 


For  the  latest  AA  traffic/roadworks 
information.  24  hours  a  day.  drat  0335  401 
toBowed  by  the  appropriate  code: 

London  ft  SC  traffic,  roadworks 

Area  within  AOS .  _ _ ..731 

Esse»/Herts/Beds/BUcl<3/Bert£/0>on  _ _ 732 

KenwSuney/StfsexAHants . .  . 734 

W25  London  OrWaJ  only  ...  .  . 736 

National  traffic  and  roadworks 

UaDOnal  motorways  .... _ 73? 

West  Cointry . . .  .  ..  _  738 

Wales  .  - .  .739 

kfafertds .  . . .  .  . . 740 

East  Anglta..,_ _ _  _ _ 741 

North-west  Engtand .  742 

Norttveasl  England .  743 

Scotland.  . . 744 

Northern  Ireland ...  . . . . .  745 

AA  Roedwalch  is  charged  at  39p  per  minute 
(cheap  rate)  and  49p  per  minuta  at  all  other 
limes. 


HIOHEST&fcSWEST 


Yesterday:  Highest  day  temp:  Oehfcxth.  North 
Yoricsfire.  12C  (54f);  lowest  day  mac  loci 
Gtascamoch  and  Awemcre.  HkjNaid.  3C  I37F); 
highest  rainfaJfc  Spadeadam.  Cunbrta,  I.OSn; 
highest  surrsMw:  Margate,  kart,  5  <tfr. 
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FORECAST 


□  General:  much  of  southeast  Eng¬ 
land,  Wales  and  the  Midlands  will  be 
cloudy  with  outbreaks  of  generally 
light  ram.  Southwest  England  will  turn 
brighter  but  wincfy  with  showers  for  a 
time  and  further  rain  later.  Northeast 
counties  will  have  broken  cloud  and 
will  stay  largely  dry. 

Northern  Ireland  and  Scotland  win 
start  cloudy  with  outbreaks  of  rain, 
falling  as  sleet  or  snow  in  the  north 
and  over  higher  ground.  Some  show¬ 
ers  will  be  heavy,  perhaps  with  hail 
and  thunder.  Winds  will  be  light  for  a 
time,  though  it  will  be  cold. 

□  London,  SE  England,  Central  S 
England,  E  Midlands:  doudy  with 
outbreaks  of  rain.  Wind  westerly  light 
to  moderate.  Max  8C  (46F). 

□  E  Anglia,  E  England,  NE  Eng¬ 
land:  dear  spells,  rain  for  a  time. 
Wind  westerly  light  to  moderate.  Max 
7C  (45F). 


□  W  Midlands,  Channel  Isles,  SW 
,  England,  S  Wales,  N  Wales:  doudy 
i ,  with  rain,  drier  for  a  time.  _Wind 
’  westerly  moderate.  Max  9C  (48F;. 

□  NW  England,  Lake  District,  Isle 
of  Man,  Central  N,  SW  Scotland, 
Glasgow,  Argyll,  N  Ireland:  cloudy 
with  rain,  sieef  or  snow  on  the  higher 
ground.  Wind  northwest  to  west, 

. .  mainly  moderate  Max  7C  (45F). 

f  □  Borders,  Edinburgh  &  Dundee, 
Aberdeen,  Moray  Firth:  mainly  dry 
dear  spells.  Wind  westerly,  moderate 
[becoming  light.  Max  6C  (43F). 

□  Central  Highlands,  NE  Scot¬ 
land,  NW  Scotland,  Orkney,  Shet¬ 
land:  showers,  some  heavy  and 
■possibly  with  hail  or  thunder.  Snow 
over  hills.  Winds  northwesterly  mod¬ 
erate  to  fresh  Max  5C  (41 F). 

□  Outlook:  further  ram  spreading 
•  from  the  west  into  southern  parts,  with 
showers  in  the  north. 
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Trafalgar  lifts  [  Gas  in  control  with  £1.24bn 

N  orthern  bid 
to  £11  a  share 


NORTHERN  Elecxric  pre¬ 
dicted  yesterday  that  it 
would  retain  its  indepen¬ 
dence  after  Trafalgar  House 
raised  its  bid  to  £11  a  share, 
short  of  the  “knock-out"  price 
the  City  expected. 

At  the  same  time.  Trafalgar 
admitted  it  would  slump  into 
loss  during  the  first  half  and 
have  disappointing  results  for 
the  year  to  end-September 
after  paving  compensation  to 
passengers  on  the  QE2,  fol¬ 
lowing  its  disastrous  refit 

Trafalgar’s  new  bid  is  52p 
higher  than  its  opening  cash 
offer  of  £10  48  per  share.  The 
£11  price,  which  expires  on 
March  10.  adds  another  £60 
million  to  the  £1 2  billion  value 
of  the  offer  and  is  final  unless 
a  competing  bid  is  launched. 


Key  pair 
quit  Signet 
in  run-up 
to  talks 

By  Susan  Gilchrist 

SIGNET,  the  jewellery 
group  formerly  known  as 
Ratners.  has  lost  two  key 
directors  only  months  be¬ 
fore  if  is  due  to  renegotiate 
its  hanking  facilities. 

Gary  O’Brien,  finance 
director  for  four  years,  is 
leaving  at  the  end  of  next 
month.  Nathan  Light, 
head  of  Signet’s  US  opera¬ 
tions,  has  also  resigned. 

The  City  saw  the  depar¬ 
tures  as  a  setback-  One 
retail  analyst  said:  “To  lose 
a  finance  director  and  a 
strong  manager  tike  Na¬ 
than  at  this  stage  cannot 
be  good  news.” 

Some  observers  felt  that 
it  could  trigger  a  capital  re¬ 
construction  of  the  group, 
which  is  burdened  by  £360 
million  of  debt  and  owes 
preference  shareholders 
£90  million  in  dividends. 

Julian  Treger.  the  South 
.African  financier  whose 
UK  Active  Value  Fuad 
holds  24  per  cent  of  the 
preference  shares,  said: 
“This  brings  die  day  of 
reckoning  much  doser.” 

Mr  O’Brien  is  leaving  to 
become  chief  operating  of¬ 
ficer  of  Salisburys  Stores. 
The  company  is  headed  by 
Stephen  Hinchliffe.  the 
Sheffield  entrepreneur, 
and  was  created  when  he 
bought  the  Salisbury  lug¬ 
gage  and  handbag  chain 
from  Signet  last  August 
Mr  O’Brien  wfll  be  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  Walker  Boyd, 
the  finance  director  of  the 
UK  jewellery  operations. 

•  Analysts  believe  there 
was  a  personality  dash 
between  Mr  Light  and 
James  McAdam.  Signet’s 
chairman.  Mr  Light  is  also 
understood  to  have  been 
interested  in  buying  out 
the  US  operations.  Al¬ 
though  he  was  on  a  five- 
year  roiling  contract  and 
was  paid  a  £1  million  last 
year,  he  will  receive  com¬ 
pensation  of  £750,000. 


By  Eric  Reguly 

Northern  shares  fell  bv  75p  to 
£  10-53. 

Northern  and  many  inves¬ 
tors  had  expecied  u  bid  as  high 
as  £12:  the  shares  had  traded 
above  £11  on  Wednesday.  One 
Northern  insider  said  North¬ 
ern  "would  have  been  dead"  if 
Trafalgar  had  offered  £12. 

Northern  recommended 
shareholders  to  reject  the 
offer. 

David  Morris,  chairman, 
said:  “This  offer  is  woefully 
inadequate  and  is  destined  to 
fail,  in  our  view,  the  Tyne 
Bridge  was  a  bridge  too  far  for 
Trafalgar  House." 

Trafalgar  still  remained 
confident,  noting  that  £11  rep¬ 
resented  a  premium  of  more 
than  40  per  cent  to  the  current 
trading  value  of  the  other 
regional  electricity  companies 
and  more  than  20  per  cent  to 
the  price  of  Northern  shares  in 
mid-December. 

Rodney  Leach,  a  non-execu¬ 
tive  director  of  Trafalgar,  said 
the  directors  considered  not 
raising  the  bid  at  all  during  a 
late-night  planning  session  on 
Wednesday.  He  said:  “We 
raised  it  because  we’re  slaves 
to  fashion.  You’re  supposed  to 
increase  the  bid  in  takeovers." 

The  City  predicts  that  Tra¬ 
falgar  has  a  fairly  good  chance 
of  succeeding  even  though  its 
bid  fell  short  of  expectations. 
Adam  Forsyth,  an  analyst  at 
NatWest  Securities,  said:  “It’s 
not  an  automatic  win  but  I 
think,  at  the  end  of  the  day.  it’ll 

go-” 

Analysts  said  that  institu¬ 
tions.  which  own  82  per  cent  of 
the  equity,  will  be  busy  bal¬ 
ancing  the  certainty  of  the  £11 
in  cash  over  the  benefits  of 
Northern’s  defence  package, 
which  Northern  claimed  was 
worth  £5.07  a  share,  ft  in¬ 
cludes  a  special  dividend  of 
El  JO  per  share,  new  prefer¬ 


ence  shares  worth  £1  per  share 
and  a  promise  that  the  compa¬ 
ny’s  6  J  per  ant  holding  in  the 
Notional  Grid  will  be  handed 
directly  to  shareholders. 

The  package  will  boost  bal¬ 
ance  sheet  gearing  from  zero 
now  to  225  per  cent  in  1996.  Mr 
Forsyth  said  that  institutions 
will  have  to  judge,  for  exam¬ 
ple.  what  risks  the  extra 
gearing  will  create,  such  as 
reduced  dividend  cover. 

Separately,  it  emerged  yes¬ 
terday  that  Swiss  Bank  Corpo¬ 
ration.  Trafalgar's  adviser, 
had  sold  all  its  Northern 
shares,  which  were  held  by  the 
bank's  market  makers,  over 
the  past  ten  days.  At  one  point, 
they  owned  almost  6  million 
shares,  or  5.33  per  cent  of  the 
company.  Some  of  the  sales 
went  through  at  prices  slightly 
above  £11. 

A  Northern  official  said  Ell- 
plus  sales  had  irked  some  of 
its  institutional  shareholders. 
He  said:  "The  institutions  said 
‘If  Swiss  Bank  is  selling  at 
more  than  £11  a  share,  why 
should  we  take  only  £117\- 
Northern  said  it  would  dis¬ 
cuss  the  market-maker’s  sales 
with  the  Takeover  Panel. 

Trafalgar’s  profit  warning 
comes  in  the  wake  of  the  high 
costs  associated  with  the  disas¬ 
trous  Christmas  cruises  of  the 
QE2,  owned  by  the  company's 
Cunard  division.  Last  month. 
Trafalgar  said  it  had  put  aside 
£7.5  million  to  cover  expenses 
such  as  fare  refunds. 

Trafalgar  said  Cunard  will 
show  an  operating  loss  in  the 
first  half  of  the  year.  It  said: 
“This,  together  with  the  lower 
earnings  from  engineering . . . 
is  likely  to  result  in  the  group 
producing  a  half-year  loss  and 
disappointing  full-year  re¬ 
sults." 

Pennington,  page  25 


Cedric  Brown,  British  Gas  chief  executive,  said  operating  costs  bad  fallen  after  more 
than  15.000  employees  left  the  company.  But  he  said  a  further  15,000  still  have  to  leave 


By  RossTieman 
INDUSTRIAL  CORRESPONDENT 

BRITISH  GAS  achieved  a 
strong  recovery  in  profits  to 
E! .24  billion  during  die  year  to 
end- December,  as  the  com¬ 
pany  started  to  see  the  first 
fruits  of  cost-cutting  and 
restructuring. 

Profits  would  have  been 
£144  million  higher  still,  but 
an  exceptionally  mild  winter 
reduced  gas  consumption. 

The  result  marked  a  sharp 
turn  round  from  1993.  when 
the  company  recorded  a  £215 
million  loss  before  lax.  after 
setting  aside  £1.65  billion  to 
reorganise  its  business  in 
preparation  for  the  progres¬ 
sive  opening  of  the  household 
gas  market  to  competition. 

In  spite  of  a  £678  million 
fall  in  sales,  to  £9.7  billion. 
British  Gas  achieved  a  sub¬ 
stantia]  improvement  in  un¬ 
derlying  profitability. 
Operating  costs  fell  £466  mil¬ 
lion  as  15.637  employees  left 
the  company. 

Cedric  Brown,  chief  execu¬ 
tive.  said  15,000  more  employ¬ 
ees  still  have  to  leave  under  a 
plan  to  shed  25.000  from  the 
core  business  by  April  1996. 
Most  are  expecied  to  leave  in 
die  current  year. 

Although  rivals  now  have 
more  than  60  per  cent  of  the 
market  over  2£0Q  thorns, 
where  competition  is  allowed, 
supplying  and  distributing 
gas  in  Britain  remains  at  the 
heart  of  the  company’s  profit¬ 
ability.  generating  operating 
profit  of  £1.075  billion  last 
year. 

But  the  proportion  of  prof¬ 
its  generated  by  exploration 
and  production  has  risen 
from  16  per  cent  to  20  per  cent, 
or  £296  million,  as  invest¬ 
ments  begin  to  mature.  UK 
marketing  activities,  includ¬ 
ing  the  troubled  gas  show¬ 
rooms.  made  £71  million. 

As  investment  in  both  dis¬ 
tribution  and  production 
tailed  off,  investment  fell  by 
£465  millkm  to  £1363  billion. 

In  spite  of  the  strength  of 
the  balance  sheet.  British  Gas 
is  bolding  the  year-end  divi¬ 
dend  at  8.  Ip  making  I4.5p. 
unchanged  on  1993  despite 
being  3.4  times  covered. 

Pennington,  page  25 
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Lucas  grounded 

The  American  Defence 
Department  has  banned 
Lucas,  the  automotive  and 
aerospace  group,  from  all 
future  US  defence  contracts. 
The  ban  follows  an  admission 
by  Lucas  that  a  subsidiary 
neglected  quality  tests  and 
falsified  certificates  while 
making  a  vital  gearbox  for  the 
American  F/A 18  fighter 
aircraft  Page  29 

Double  profits 

RqyaJ  Insurance,  the 
composite  insurer,  more  than 
doubled  pre-tax  profits  during 
1994  thanks  to  a  surge  in 
general  insurance  around  the 
world.  Page  28 


Stronger  ICI  pegs  dividend 


By  EricReguly 


ICI.  the  global  chemicals 
group,  disappointed  investors 
yesterday  by  leaving  its  final 
dividend  unchanged  even 
though  it  reported  sharply 
higher  earnings  and  much 
lower  indebtedness. 

The  company  had  given  no 
hint  that  die  1994  dividend, 
which  remains  at  275p.  might 
be  raised,  but  shareholders 
nonetheless  were  optimistic. 


Jeremy  Chantry,  an  analyst 
with  Klein  won  Benson,  said: 
“There  was  ah  outside  chance 
of  a  rise  with  the  balance  sheet 
so  incredibly  strong." 

ICI  shares  fell  by  7p  to  7l5p, 
after  the  release  of  the  annual 
results. 

Continued  cost-anting  and 
strong  economic  growth 
helped  to  boost  id’s  pre-tax 
earnings  by  84  per  cent,  to 


£514  million,  while  earnings 
per  share  rose  90  per  cent  to 
373p.  Turnover,  at  £9.2  bil¬ 
lion.  was  up  9  per  cent. 

ICI  chose  not  to  increase  its 
dividend  because  it  wants  to 
boost  its  dividend  cover  from 
its  current  level  of  1.4  times 
earnings  to  two  rimes.  Trad¬ 
ing  profits  increased  substan¬ 
tially  in  four  of  the  company’s 
main  divisions  —  paints,  ma¬ 


terials.  industrial  chemicals 
and  regional  businesses.  In¬ 
dustrial  chemicals,  whose 
profits  increased  by  £162  mil¬ 
lion  to  £265  million,  showed 
the  biggest  rise. 

The  fifth,  and  smallest,  divi¬ 
sion.  explosives,  was  the  one 
loser;  its  trading  profit  de¬ 
clined  by  12  per  cent  to  £45 
million. 

Sir  Ronald  Hampel,  the 
chief  executive,  said:  “The 
results  are  dearly  unsatisfac¬ 
tory  and  underline  the  need 
for  a  major  restructuring  of 
the  business.” 

ICI  called  the  restructuring 
of  toe  business  —  which  has 
13,000  employees  and  annual 
turnover  of  £786  million  — 
radical  It  will  cease  making 
nitroglycerine  and  dissolve  its 
American  aerospace  business. 
Mr  Chantry  said  he  is  lifting 
his  pre-tax  earnings  forecast 
for  1995  to  about  £720  million 
from  £700  million,  in  spite  of 
the  company’s  warnings  that 
growth  in  America  and  Brit¬ 
ain  will  not  be  as  strong  this 
year. 


ICI’s  Charles  Miller  Smith.  Sir  Denys  Henderson.  Sir  Ronald  Hampel  and  Allan  Spall 
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Managers  say  pay  cap  fits  directors 


Bv  Philip  Bassett 

INDUSTRIAL  EDITOR 

3 

TWO  THIRDS  of  British  managers 
believe  that  company  directors’  eam- 
■  ings  should  be  restricted,  a  survey  of 
management  views  on  rap  corporate 
pay  suggested  yesterday. 

Although  management  leaders  in¬ 
sisted  that  the  results  of  the  snapshot 
survey  were  indicative  rather  than 
definitive,  the  findings  will  further  fuel 
”  widespread  public  criticism  of  top 
company  pay. 

The  survey  by  the  Institute  of 
Management  which  was  published  as 
further  controversy  arose  over  the  pay 
of  senior  British  Gas  officials  after  its 
announcement  of  a  £1-25  billion  profit. 


suggests  strong  dissatisfaction  with 
directors’  pay  and  benefits,  including 
pensions  and  share  options. 

The  study,  carried  out  among  a 
random  sample  of 250  of  the  institute's 
management  membership,  had  a  high 
response  rate,  of  51  per  cent,  and 
showed  that  66  per  cent  of  respondents 
thought  that  the  total  earnings  of 
company  directors  ought  to  be  restria- 
ed.  While  this  figure  rose  to  70  per  cent 
among  managers,  58  per  rent  of 
directors  were  in  favour  of  some  form 
of  pay  restriction. 

Well  over  half  —  almost  two  thirds 
among  directors  themselves  —  thought 
that  an  organisation’s  average  earn¬ 
ings  should  be  used  as  the  basis  for 
“determining  and.  if  necessary,  cap¬ 


ping"  executive  pay. 

Leaders  of  toe  institute  intend  to 
submit  the  findings  of  toe  survey, 
together  with  further  evidence,  to  the 
Green  bury  committee  on  executive  pay 
set  up  by  the  Confederation  of  British 
Industry  at  the  request  of  the  Prime 

Minister. 

The  institute  wrote  yesterday  to  the 
Greenbury  committee  urging  ir  to  take 
full  account  of  managers'  views. 

The  institute  is  to  make  a  larger 
study  of  its  members’  opinions  on  pay, 
but  it  claimed  yesterday  that  toe 
sample  showed  genuine  concern  about 
boardroom  salaries  and  a  clear  desire 
to  restrict  them  on  toe  grounds  of 
fairness  and  equity.  Overall,  85  per 
ccm  of  respondents  thought  ihar  non¬ 


executive  company  directors  ought  to 
have  fixed-term  contracts,  with  a 
higher  proportion  among  managers. 

Roger  Young.  Director-General  of 
the  institute,  said:  “The  idea  of  fairness 
and  equity  kept  on  coming  through  the 
survey."  He  added  that  managers,  and 
especially  those  who  had  to  carry  out 
boardroom  decisions,  felt  that  they  had 
been  "wrong-footed  and  let  down"  by 
the  row  over  directors'  pay. 

Two  thirds  of  directors  thought  that 
their  pay  should  be  determined  by 
individual  performance,  with  only  6 
per  cent  across  the  whole  sample 
believing  that  a  company's  share  price 
ought.ro  be  toe  principal  means  of 
determining  boardroom 

remuneration. 
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the  TIMES  FRIUAI 


CBI  finds 
many  firms 
intend  to 
raise  prices 

By  Phi  up  Bassett,  industrial  editor 


MANUFACTURERS’  inten¬ 
tions  to  increase  their  prices 
are  rising  sharply,  according 
to  a  survey  by  the  Confedera¬ 
tion  of  British  Industry,  which 
also  today  forecasts  higher 
inflation  and  interest  rates  as 
a  direct  result  of  price 
pressures. 

The  latest  CBI  monthly 
industrial  trends  survey  of 
more  than  1300  manufactur¬ 
ing  companies  shows  40  per 
cent  expecting  to  increase  their 
prices  over  the  next  four 
months,  although  one  in  two 
companies  believe  their  price 
levels  will  remain  stable.  It 
also  reports  record  exports 
and  strong  demand. 

Taking  into  account  the  9 
per  cent  who  believe  their 
prices  will  fall,  the  resulting 
balance  of  31  per  cent  of 
companies  intending  to  raise 
their  prices  is  sharply  up  on 
the  balance  of  22  per  cent  in 
the  CBPs  last  monthly  survey, 
in  December,  although  it  is 
broadly  in  line  with  the  33  per 
cent  figure  in  the  confedera¬ 
tion's  not-d  irectly  comparable 
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quarterly  trends  survey  last 
month. 

However,  it  is  also  marked¬ 
ly  higher  than  price  expecta¬ 
tions  a  year  ago.  when  a 
balance  of  only  3  per  cent  of 
manufacturers  intended  to  put 
up  their  prices. 

Companies  of  aJJ  sizes  ex¬ 
pect  to  raise  prices,  and  the 
largest  increases  are  expected 
by  those  employing  between 
200  and  499  workers  and 
those  making  intermediate 
goods,  which  face  higher  raw 
material  costs. 

CBI  leaders  emphasise  that 
it  is  unclear  whether  intended 
price  rises  would  stick,  since 
competitive  pressures  in  home 
and  export  markets  remain 
strong. 

The  survey  shows  that  ex¬ 
port  orders  are  running  at 
their  highest  level  since  April 
1977,  while  overall  demand  is 
also  strong,  leading  manufac¬ 
turers  to  expect  output  to 
increase  at  the  fastest  rate 
since  March  1988. 

Sudhir  Junankar,  CBI  asso¬ 
ciate  economic  director,  says: 
“The  strength  of  demand  and 
projected  increase  in  output 
.  are  very  welcome  indeed.  Brit¬ 
ish  manufacturers  continue  to 
do  well  in  overseas  markets 
and  this  should  support  con¬ 
tinued  export-led  growth  over 
the  next  few  months.” 

The  CBI  acknowledges  that 
potential  inflationary  pres¬ 
sures,  including  rising  raw 
material  costs  and  the  threar 
of  a  tightening  labour  market 
driving  earnings  growth  up¬ 
wards.  are  pushing  up  its 
forecasts  on  inflation  and  in¬ 
terest  rates. 

It  has  notched  up  its  infla¬ 
tion  forecast  for  the  end  of 
1995  from  3.4  to  3.8  per  cent, 
although  it  expects  it  to  fall 
back  to  3.4  per  cent  by  the  end 
of  1996.  The  CBI  accepts  that 
the  outlook  for  inflation  has 
worsened,  and  it  suggests 
frfcat  base  rates  win  peak  at  75 
percent  in  the  fourth  quarter 
yeqr,  stabfliriog* 

1996. 
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Andrew  Longhurst  is  backing  his  challenge  with  the  offer  of  a  bottle  of  champagne 


Private  investment  call  by  Sims 


By  Martin  Barrow,  city  news  editor 


THE  head  of  one  of  Britain's 
largest  construction  com¬ 
panies  has  called  on  pension 
funds  to  invest  in  the  new 
ware  of  private  finance  infra¬ 
structure  projects. 

Neville  Sims,  chief  executive 
of  Tarmac,  said  yesterday  that 
if  die  private  finance  initiative 
moved  forward  as  planned, 
there  was  no  doqht  itwould  be  - 
“the  win-win  initiative  of  the 
21st  century  from1  which  all 
parties  can  expect  to  profir. 


Speaking  at  the  National  As¬ 
sociation  of  Pension  Funds 
investment  conference  in  East¬ 
bourne.  Mr  Sims  said:  “The 
Government  is  demonstrably 
and  necessarily  committed  to 
private  finance.  Pension  funds 
and  like  institutions  should 
finance  infrastructure  projects 
because  all  of  us  in  the  private 
sector  must  now  rise  to  meet 
the  challenges  of  the  private 
finance  initiative  and  ensure 
that  die  opportunities  that 


have  been  identified  are 
converted." 

Mr  Sims  said  the  initiative 
would  spawn  a  new  group  of 
operating  businesses  with  re¬ 
quirements  for  long-term 
funding  which,  inevitably, 
would  benefit  from  institution¬ 
al  support.  “I  see  the  financial 
institutions  as  potential  pro¬ 
viders  of  equity,  of  subordinat¬ 
ed  debt  and  possibly  of  the 
long  maturities  of  the  basic 
project  debt,"  he  said. 


Longhurst 
election 
challenge 
angers  MPs 

By  Robert  Miller 

MPs  from  both  sides  of  the 
House  last  night  attacked  the 
Cheltenham  &  Gloucester 
Building  Society  for  compar¬ 
ing  the  voting  hurdles  it  has  to 
clear  in  the  proposed  £13 
billion  merger  with  Lloyds 
Bank  and  tiiose  of  MPs  stand¬ 
ing  for  election  to  Parliament 

The  C&G  said  that  if  the 
1986  Building  Societies  Act 
had  applied  at  the  last  general 
election,  John  Major  would 
not  have  been  elected  an  MP. 
nor  would  any  of  his  Cabinet, 
and  neither  would  Tony  Blair, 
the  Labour  leader,  nor  his 
Shadow  team. 

Andrew  Longhurst.  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  tite  C&G,  said:  “Ill 
offer  a  bottle  of  champagne  to 
any  MP  would  can  prove  to  me 
thm  the  vote  which  elected  him, 
or  her,  as  an  MP  would  satisfy 
the  investors’  voting  require¬ 
ments  for  C&G  to  join  Lloyds 
Bank.”  Douglas  French,  Con¬ 
servative  MP  for  Gloucester, 
whose  Private  Members  Bill  to 
help  widows  excluded  from  the 
C&G  payout  is  due  for  a  second 
reading  in  the  Lords  on  Mon¬ 
day,  railed  Mr  Longhursris 
challenge  inappropriate. 

He  added  that  Mr 
Longhurst  stood  to  be  granted 
an  options  package  worth  £1.4 
million  if  the  Lloyds  deal  went 
through.  He  said:  “That 
money  would  be  enough  to 
employ  40  headteachers.  30 
police  constables  or  50  MPS." 

Alistair  Darling.  Labours 
City  affairs  spokesman,  whose 
personal  intervention  with 
backbenchers  helped  to  en¬ 
sure  dial  Mr  French's  Bill 
passed  through  the  Commons 
unopposed,  said:  “C&G’s  com¬ 
parisons  with  the  parliamen¬ 
tary  voting  process  are 
completely  inappropriate  and 
offbeam.  The  building  society 
voting  requirements  are  safe¬ 
guards  to  ensure  that  society 
members  dunk  long  and  hard 
before  embarking  on  an  irrev¬ 
ocable  course  of  action.  In  any 
rase,  MPs  don't  go  round 
offering  voters  £500  to  vote  for 
them." 

Anthony  Nelson.  Economic 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  will 
today  unveil  the  final  version  of 
his  review  of  the  1986  Budding 
Societies  Act.  He  is  expected  to 
recommend  changes  to  the 
present  system,  which  has 
excluded  thousands  of  society 
members  from  a  share  in 
bonus  payouts  when  societies 
merge  or  are  taken  over. 


Dow  makes  its 
4,000  debut 

By  Janet  Bush,  economics  correspondent 


GROWING  hope  that  the  US 
Federal  Reserve  is  near  to  the 
end  of  its  monetary  tightening 
powered  Wall  Street’s  Dow 
Jones  industrial  average  past 
4,000  for  the  first  time 
yesterday. 

In  late  morning  trading  in 
New  York,  the  Dow  was  up 
40.71  points  at  4,013.76.  The 
rally  boosted  British  shares, 
sending  the  FT-SE  100  index 
29.8  points  higher  to  3,0493. 

The  root  of  this  renewed 
optimism  has  been  the  two- 
day  Humphrey-Hawkins  tes¬ 
timony  to  both  chambers  of 
Congress  by  Alan  Greenspan, 
chairman  of  the  Fed.  On 
Wednesday,  he  told  the  Senate 
that  US  growth  was  slowing. 
He  even  mentioned  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  cutting  interest  rates  if 
growth  decelerated  sufficient¬ 
ly,  even  if  there  were  still 
adverse  price  pressures. 

Yesterday,  Mr  Greenspan 
testified  to  the  House.  In  spite 
of  the  fact  that  the  dollar  had 
come  under  pressure  after  his 
comments  on  Wednesday,  he 
said  nothing  to  dispel  the 
impression  that  US  interest 


rates  are  close  to  stabilising. 
Mr  Greenspan  was  hopeful 
that  the  Fed  had  contained  an 
outbreak  of  inflationary  pres¬ 
sures  by  raising  rates.  The  Fed 
had  a  responsibility  to  ensure 
a  stable  currency,  he  said.  The 
dollar,  however,  felL 

The  Deutschmark  re¬ 
mained  strong  in  spite  of  the 
impending  strike  fry  German 
engineering  workers  and  fig¬ 
ures  showing  a  53  per  cent 
contraction  in  M3  money  sup¬ 
ply  in  January  compared  with 
the  fourth  quarter.  The  decline 
should  make  the  argument  for 
higher  German  rates  weaker. 

Although  the  Bundesbank 
said  this  week  that  price 
pressures  were  returning, 
Helmut  Hesse,  a  Bundesbank 
council  member,  said  yester¬ 
day  that  the  recession  had 
weakened  inflation  derisively 
and  that  the  bank  may  be 
justified  in  keeping  rates 
where  they  are  for  now. 

The  strong  mark  pushed  the 
peseta  to  a  record  low,  but 
sterling  clawed  back  some 
ground  to  dose  at  DM23442 
(DM23314,  Thursday). 


SEC  files  municipal 
fraud  complaint 


From  AP  in  Washington 


THE  US  Securities  and  Ex¬ 
change  Commission  has  filed 
charges  of  dvD  fraud  against 
four  men.  alleging  that  they 
took  part  in  a  kickback  scheme 
to  influence  New  Jersey’s  mu¬ 
nicipal  bond  business. 

The  four  named  in  the  case 
filed  in  the  US  District  Court 
In  Manhattan,  are  Nicholas 
Rudi,  fanner  administrator  of 
Camden  County.  New  Jersey; 
Joseph  Salema,  the  former 
chief  of  staff  of  James  Fiona, 
former  Governor  of  New  Jer¬ 
sey:  Alexander  Williams;  and 
George  Tuttle,  two  former 
executives  of  the  First  Fidelity 
Bank  of  Newark,  New  Jersey. 

Richard  Walker,  the  SECs 
New  York  regional  director, 
said  that  all  but  Mr  Rudi  have 
settled  civil  charges  with  die 
SEC  and  agreed  to  surrender 
a  total  of  1348.000  acquired 


improperly  in  the  New  Jersey 
bond  scheme  in  1990. 

The  SEC  civil  case  alleges 
violations  of  federal  anti- 
fraud.  books  and  records  and 
municipal  securities  laws. 
Also  named  in  the  SEC  case 
was  Public  Capital  Advisors 
Ino.  a  financial  advisory  firm 
formerly  known  as  Consoli¬ 
dated  Financial  Management 
Inc.  The  firm  had  been  owned 
by  Mr  Salema  and  Mr  Rudl 
The  latest  SEC  case 
describes  “an  elaborate  kick- 
back  scheme"  in  which  pay¬ 
ments  were  allegedly  funnd- 
ed  through  First  Fidelity  to 
Mr  Rudi  and  Mr  Salema  to 
obtain  the  state’s  underwrit¬ 
ing  business,  Mr  Walker  sakL 
The  case  is  part  of  an 
.enquiry  into  improper  Influ¬ 
ence  in  the  municipal  bond 
market 


Sharp  rise  in  US 

jobless  figures 

**  .  f  films  initial  claims  for  stale 

THE  number  last  week  to  the  hi^ost 

unemployi^t^^nKeh^pty^^  Department  said 

'""ES&'Sto  EL8** 

347,000  the  prior  week.  It «  le?d  smce354’000 

in  the  suggesting  that  the  economy  is. 
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Seita  oversubscribed 

SOME  79  per  cent  of  Seita  employee  rigned  up  for  ^arram 

die  French  tobacco  monopoly,  the  latest 

the  Economy  Ministry  said.  Edmond  Alphandfay. 

Minister^  “The  offer  to  Seita 

huge  success."  statement  Employees  were  otoied  toe 
shares  at  a  20  per  cent  discount  *o  _tfieFrt29puWicr^» 
price,  provided  they  agreed  to  keep 
years.  A  million  small  investors  applied  for  shares*11  Seita, 
oversubscribing  their  allotment  of  the  issue  by  3.9  times. 

Skipton  cuts  debt  fund 

SKIPTON  BUILDING  SOCIETY  lifted  profits  do  £17.4 
million  before  tax,  from  £103  million,  in  the  year  to  December 
31,  helped  by  a  decline  in  provisions  for  had  and  doubtful 
debts  to  £233  mflKoa  from  £333  million.  Net  interest 
receivable  and  other  income  declined  to  £7836  million,  from 
£80.4  million.  The  building  society  said  that  the  number  of 
repossessions  was  reduced  by  23  per  cent  while  the  total 
number  of  borrowers  in  arrears  fell  by  40  per  cent  The 
solvency  ratio  rose  to  12.17  per  cent,  from  1037  per  cent. 

Chain’s  smoking  ban 

DUNKIN  DONUTS,  the  coffee  and  doughnut  shop  chain 
owned  by  Allied  Domecq.  said  it  was  imposing  a  no¬ 
smoking  polity  at  its  3,600  outlets  around  toe  world.  The 
company  said  the  derision  followed  “enthusiastic  customer 
feedback”  after  trials  at  60  percent  of  its  shops.  Jack  Shafer, 
company  president  said:  “We  are  taking  this  step  because 
we  believe  a  smoke-free  environment  is  in  toe  best  interests 
of  everyone.”  He  said  research  showed  that  most  customers 
see  smoking  as  a  deterrent  to  visiting  shops. 

USAir  sells  11  aircraft 

USAir  Group,  the  troubled  American  airline  in  which 
British  Airways  has  a  near-25  per  cent  interest  is  selling  II 
Boeing  737-300  aircraft  to  General  Electric  Capital  Corp  as 
part  of  its  effort  to  reduce  costs.  Terms  of  toe  sale  were  not 
disclosed.  The  planes  will  be  delivered  to  GE  Capital 
starling  next  month  and  continuing  into  November.  Seth 
Schofield,  chairman  of  USAir,  said  that  the  sale  was  part  ofa 
plan  to  cut  costs  tty  $1  billion  a  year,  removing  toe  aircraft 
from  toe  USAir  fleet 

Forfaiting  holds  payout 

LONDON  FORFAITING  COMPANY,  toe  provider  of  fi¬ 
nance  for  international  trade;  is  maintaining  annual  div¬ 
idend  after  pre-tax  profits  fell  to  £16.05  million  in  toe  year  to 
end-December  (£2L48  nriHion).  The  final  dividend  is  held  at 
6-lp  a  share,  making  an  unchanged  total  of  93p.  Earnings 
feD  to  lL51p  a  share  from  16.15p.  The  shares,  however,  rose 
6p  to  I45p.  The  company  said  toe  decline  in  toe  value  of 
emerging  market  bonds  and  higher  interest  rates  had  an 
adverse  impact  on  toe  results. 

US  groups  spend  more 

BUSINESSES  plan  to  raise  spending  on  bigger  plants  and 
new  equipment  this  year,  toe  US  Commerce  Department 
said  yesterday,  but  not  as  robustly  as  last  year.  Spending  to 
increase  production  this  year  is  expected  to  grow  63  per  cent 
to  $592.9  billion,  aooording  to  a  survey  of  about  2L0G0 
companies.  New  investment  spending  grew  13.7  per  cent  last 
year.  Tbesurvey  showed  that  manufacturing  industries  plan 
to  raise  investment  strongly,  but  other  sectors,  such  as 
mining  and  utilities,  intend  to  trim  investment  modestly. 

Yorkshire  profits  up 

YORKSHIRE  Building  Society,  Britain’s  twelfth  largest, 
today  unveils  an  18  per  increase  in  profits  to  £78.9  million 
but  warns  that  “there  seems  hide  sign  of  recovery  in  toe  core 
business  areas"  in  1995.  In  toe  year  to  December  31  toe 

biuldmg  society  almost  halved  its  bad  debt  provisions  to  £9.9 
million  and  reduced  its  management  expenses  from  £106.7 
mmon  to  £9936  million.  Mortgage  lending  for  the  year  was 
£819  railhon  while  net  inflows  were  £130  million.  The 
soaety*s  assets  grew  by  9.1  per  cent  to  £5.83  trillion. 


The  “Shell”  Transport  and 
Trading  Company,  Public 
Limited  Company 


Final  dividend  1994 


Notice  is  hereby  given  that  a  balance  of  the  Register 
wll  be  struck  on  13th  April,  1995  for  the  preparation 
of  warrants  for  a  Final  dividend  for  the  year  1994  of 
1 5Sp  per  25p  Ordinary  Share,  if  approved  at  the 
Meeting  to  be  held  on  18th  May 
1995  the  dividend  will  be  paid  on  23rd  May,  1995.y' 

For  transferees  to  receive  this  dividend,  their 
SUJlJJ*  "«■**»  lodfled  With  the  Company's 
R^jstrar- Uoyjfe  Bank  Registrars.  The  CauSy, 

2ff*S 'JZTZ  ?S2  BN"  6DA*  001  ,ater  tom 

3pm  on  13th  Apnl,  1995. 

SHARE  WARRANTS  TO  BEARER 

^^f**!™**  prBS8nted  for  the  above  dividend 
SSL?  SL-jf  *?*5  mustbe  deposited  at  Lloyds 
Bank,  Registrars  Department,  Issues  Section 
Ground  Floor.  P.O.  Box  1000  ArrthoHn 

Isth/Sril  tL°nd0n EC4N’1SL ("« laterthari 

75382^  PF^sCxV21  H™"' 

BY  ORDER  OF  THE  BOARD 
Miss  J.  E.  Munsiff 
Shell  Centre,  Secretary 

London  SE1  7NA 
23rd  February,  1995 
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□  British  Gas  must  mend  its  damaged  image  □  Shock  tactics  pay  off  for  power  chiefs  □  Derailing  the  gravy  train 


□  BRIAN  WILSON,  rhe  Sha¬ 
dow  Industry  Minister,  yes¬ 
terday  condemned  British  Gas 
X,  ,,s .  “dash  for  cash"  and 
charged  that  “a  company  which 
was  unuj  recently,  held' in  high 
public  esteem  i.s  now  synonv- 
mous  with  corporate  greed  and 
ruihlessness".  a  clever' soundbite 
is  no  substitute  for  a  policy.  Yet 
shorn  of  its  political  spin,  the 
analysis  is  half  right. 

Last  year.  British  Gas  launch¬ 
ed  into  a  breakneck  restructur¬ 
ing.  The  goal:  to  prepare  for  ihe 
progressive  spread  of  com¬ 
petition  in  domestic  gas  supply. 

with  a  pilot  area 
™  half  a  million  homes  next 
April,  and  spread  nationwide 
from  April  I99S. 

British  Gas  will  retain  owner¬ 
ship  of  the  monopoly  trans¬ 
mission  system,  which  will  be 
closely  regulated  in  a  new 
subsidiary.  TransCo.  A  second 
subsidiary.  Public  Gas  Supply, 
will  compete  with  independent 
rivals  for  the  business  of  house¬ 
holders.  paying  TransCo  to  de¬ 
liver  the  fuel  for  them. 

British  Gas  has  slashed  at  its 
flab  even  before  the  detailed 
rules  are  known.  Last  year. 
10.000  employees,  a  sixth  of  the 
workforce,  signed  up  for  redun¬ 
dancy.  Bur  the  company  aims  to 
cut  15.000  more  bv  the  end  of 
1996.  Most  of  them  will  leave  this 
year.  The  entire  programme  is 
intended  to  cut  the  company’s 


Testing  the  gasman 


UK  operating  costs  by  £600 
million  a  year.  Action  is  certainly 
needed.  During  1994.  British 
Gas  saw  its  share  of  the  gas 
market  over  2*500  therms  —  the 
business  market  where  com¬ 
petition  is  already  allowed  — 
shrink  from  50  to  40  per  cent. 

In  the  industrial  market  over 
25.000  therms,  where  British 
Gas  was  first  forced  to  cede 
market  share,  it  now  has  only  9 
per  cent.  In  die  market  from 
2.500  to  25.000  therms,  opened 
only  two  years  ago.  its  share  had 
fallen  to  just  47  per  cent  by  the 
vear  end.  independents  have 
evert  entered  the  interruptible 
supply  sector  —  once  considered 
the  test  of  attaining  a  truly 
competitive  market. 

Yet  British  Gas  profits,  at  £1.25 
billion,  remain  robust.  British 
Gas  revenues  from  its  monopoly 
transmission  business  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  rise  in  a  competitive 
regime;  the  total  volume  of  gas 
sales  rose  by  3.4  per  cent. 

Sales  by  British  Gas  are  a 
different  matter.  Independents 
have  promised  to  cut  bills  by  a 
tenth.  Brirish  Gas  believes  it 
must  achieve  savings  that  will 
enable  it  to  do  the  same,  or  risk 


losing  much  of  its  gas  sales 
business.  It  must  do  ad  in  its 
power  to  enhance  customer 
satisfaction,  to  dissuade  con¬ 
sumers  from  taking  their  busi¬ 
ness  elsewhere. 

Yet  in  its  haste.  British  Gas  has 
alienated  its  customers.  Show¬ 
room  closures,  stretched  staff  and 

Eay  rises  for  directors  have 
elped  push  complaints  to  record 
levels.  This  is  more  dangerous,  in 
terms  of  both  profits  and  politics, 
than  price  competition.  During 
1995.  British  Gas  should  put  the 
customer  first,  or  shareholders 
should  question  whether  Richard 
Giordano  is  the  right  man  to  lead 
the  company. 

Northern  lights 
dim  for  Trafalgar 

□  EXPECTATIONS  seem  to  be 
going  awry  in  the  battle  for 
Northern  Electric.  Disappoint¬ 
ment  in  the  City  at  Trafalgar 
House’s  second  and  final  oner 
was  tangible.  The  tumble  in 
Northern  shares,  now  4.3  per 
cent  below  the  cash  offer,  is  big 
enough  to  suggest  that  many 
think  Trafalgar's  heart  was  not 


really  in  it  and  the  bid  could  well 
fail.  But  with  that  discount, 
arbitrageurs  could  do  the  bid¬ 
der’s  work.  Trafalgar’s  own  mis¬ 
fortunes  have  hit  tne  value  of  its 
convertible  preference  shares,  so 
that  the  cash  alternative  is 
higher  than  the  main  offer.  That 
is  often  an  ominous  sign. 

Northern  has  surely  surprised 
Trafalgar  by  demonstrating  that 
the  management  of  a  sleepy 
regional  utility  can  run  a  busi¬ 
ness  for  cash  as  ruthlessly  as  any 
international  conglomerate.  Its 
programme  of  cash  handouts, 
worth  a  boat  half  the  bid  price  for 
a  pension  fund,  has  under¬ 
standably  raised  eyebrows.  Most 
of  all.  it  has  probably  queered  the 
pitch  for  other  utilities,  which 
have  constantly  told  their  regu¬ 


lators  that  they  could  not  pos¬ 
sibly  face  the  financial  markets 
with  the  son  of  gearing  that 
Northern  plans  to  impose  on 
itself.  The  markets  will  probably 
wear  it.  given  the  positive  cash 
flow.  The  high  ana  progressive 
dividend  rises  Northern  has 
promised  on  the  rump  holding 
therefore  make  Trafalgar’s  offer 
look  niggardly. 

Whatever  the  outcome,  other 
regional  electricity  companies 
will  have  to  follow  Northern’s 
lead.  That  should  be  good  for 
shareholders  in  the  pre-election 
twilight  but,  vide  British  Gas. 
not  so  good  for  customers. 

The  behaviour  of  Swiss  Bank 
Corporation.  Trafalgar’s  ad¬ 
viser.  will  also  surely  require 
regulatory  changes.  SBCs  mar¬ 
ket-makers.  as  always  at  arms 
length  from  the  corporate  finan¬ 
ciers.  built  unjustifiably  high 
stakes  in  electricity  companies. 
And  they  were  selling  Northern 
shares  at  more  than  £11  before 
the  new  final  terms  were  an¬ 
nounced  .  In  a  world  of  integrated 
investment  banks,  there  is  no 
longer  much  reason  to  divorce 
their  market-making  arms  from 
the  banks’  obligations  under  the 


Takeover  Code.  Nor  should  they 
be  allowed  to  hide  share  stakes 
that  other  investors  must  dis¬ 
close. 

The  only  option  is 
no  options 

□  AN  avalanche  of  words  cm  the 
line  now  threatens  to  halt  the 
boardroom  gravy  train.  The 
Labour  Party,  which  seized  on 
directors  pay  at  utilities  as  a  slide 
to  beat  the  Government,  must  be 
astonished  at  the  response.  The 
CBI.  the  Institute  of  Directors, 
the  Myners  committee  and  now 
the  institute  of  Management, 
have  queued  to  query  the  ex¬ 
cesses  of  their  own  kind. 

No  board  can  claim  it  was  not 
warned.  Sir  Adrian  Cadbury 
wagged  a  finger.  Sir  Owen 
Green  advised  that  high  pay 
should  not  be  compounded  by 
options,  bonuses,  excessive  pen¬ 
sions  and  rolling  contracts.  But 
the  remuneration  consultants, 
armed  with  tax-saving  schemes 
and  tales  of  what  others  were 
doing,  proved  too  persuasive. 
The  generation  of  top  company 
directors  that  took  advantage 


could  be  the  last  for  a  while. 

Share  options,  once  thought 
the  most  cosi-effective  and  harm¬ 
less  incentive,  now  look  most 
vulnerable  to  the  new  puritan- 
ism.  Even  sellers  of  accounting 
standards  on  both  sides  of  the 
Atlantic  have  them  in  their 
sights.  If  a  company  performs 
only  averagely,  option  holders 
can  easily  earn  a  fortune  on  the 
back  of  profits  ploughed  back 
into  the  business  by  sharehold¬ 
ers.  If  things  go  wrong,  there  is 
no  cost. 

More  sophisticated  option 
packages  impose  performance 
targets  that  benefit  shareholders 
before  options  can  be  cashed .  But 
they  are  still  a  one-way  bet.  The 
clearer  targets  are  set  or  thresh¬ 
olds  imposed,  the  easier  it  will 
become  for  the  numbers  to  be 
used  to  value,  and  tax.  options  at 
the  time  they  are  granted. 

As  the  Myners  committee 
pointed  out,  option  schemes  have 
done  little  to  boost  the  actual 
shareholding  of  executive  direc¬ 
tors  in  20  years.  In  too  many 
cases  they  have  became  just 
another  form  of  cash.  Incentives 
will  always  be  needed,  not  least 
to  help  able  managers  build  up 
the  capital  they  forgo  by  running 
someone  else’s  business-  But  the 
option  will  surely  fade  in  the  next 
few  years  in  favour  of  schemes 
that  actually  involve  directors 
committing  themselves  to  shares 
that  can  go  down  as  well  as  up. 


John  Jennings  hopes  in  the  coming  weeks  to  finalise  ways  of  trimming  Royal  Dutch/Shell’s  twin  head  office  costs 


Drug  firms  going  through 
turmoil,  says  SB  chief 


By  Sarah  Bagnall 


THE  pharmaceutical  industry 
is  going  through  “unprece¬ 
dented  turmoil”,  creating  an 
environment  in  which  earn¬ 
ings  growth  can  be.  achieved 
■only  through  volume  gain, 
and  not  by  margin  gain.  Jan 
Leschly.  chief  executive  of 
SmithKline  Beecham,  the  Brit¬ 
ish  drugs  ‘  company,  said 
yesterday. 

Mr  Leschiy’s  remarks  came 
as  he  announced  an  8  per  cent 
rise  in. sales  from  continuing 
operations,  to  £6.1  billion,  in 
the  year  to  December  31.  The 
increase  was  entirely  due  to 
volume  growth  as  lower  prices 
knocked  V  per  cent  off  sales. 
“As  you  can  see,  it’s  a  whole 
new  world,"  he  said 

Profits  before  tax  and  excep¬ 
tional  items  rose  by  9  per  cent, 
to  £1:27  billion,  exceeding  ana¬ 


lyst  forecasts  of  between  £1.23 
billion  and  £1.26  billion.  Pre- 
exoeptional  trading  profits 
grew  by  15  per  cent,  to  El  2 
billion.  The  A  shares  rose  by 
ISp.  to  497p. 

Excluding  exchange-rate  ef¬ 
fects.  sales  rose  by  10  per  cent 
and  trading  profits  by  5  per 
cent 

Sales  were  affected  by  last 
May’s  expiry  of  the  US  patent 
of  Tagamet,  the  company’s  key 
ulcer  treatment  Sales  fell  by 
more  than  a  quarter,  to  £484 
million,  but  the  decline  was 
more  than  offset  by  a  74  per 
cent  jump  in  sales  of  new 
drugs,  to  £810  million.  Sales  of 
Seroxai/  Paxil,  the  anti-depres¬ 
sant,  achieved  the  biggest  ad¬ 
vance  —  rising  by  124  per  cent, 
to  £333  million  —  while  sales  of 
Havrix.  the  group’s  hepatitis  A 


vaccine,  grew  by  72  per  cent  to 
£72  million. 

The  buoyant  new  drug  sales 
helped  thephannaceutical  divi¬ 
sion  to  lift  sales  by  5  per  cent,  to 
£3.6  billion.  Excluding  Taga¬ 
met.  sales  rose  by  II  per  cent. 

Consumer  healthcare  sales 
rose  by  10  per  cent,  to  £1.4 
billion,  and  trading  profits  ad¬ 
vanced  by  15  per  cent,  to  £199 
million.  These  results  excluded 
Sterling  Healthcare,  acquired 
last  October  for  £1.9  billion. 

Mr  Leschly  said:  “Sterling 
Healthcare  will  really  influ¬ 
ence  our  consumer  healthcare 
division  in  years  to  come."  He 
said  that  intergration  of  Ster¬ 
ling  would  enable  margins, 
currently  13.8  per  cent,  to  rise 
much  closer  to  20  per  cent  over 
the  next  three  to  five  years. 

Mr  Leschly  stud  that  the 


clinical  laboratories  division 
last  year  suffered  its  toughest 
year  ever.  Trading  profits  fell 
2  per  cent,  to  £99  million,  on 
sales  up  4  per  cent,  to  £834 
million.  The  sales  growth  was 
due  to  a  14  per  cent  rise  in 
volume,  partly  offset  by  price 
cuts  of  10  per  cent 

The  1994  profits  were  hit  by 
a  ESSO  million  restructuring 
charge,  announced  last  year. 
The  company  expects  the  cosr 
of  the  charge  to  be  paid  back 
over  the  next  three  and  half 
years. 

A  final  quarterly  dividend  of 
3.9p.  due  on  April  IS,  makes  a 
year's  total  of  I2.9p.  up  from 
10.9p  last  time.  The  dividend  is 
from  p  re-exceptional  earnings 
of32.3pashare.upll  percent 
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City  relieved  that  Black 
is  to  buy  back  Telegraph 


By  Susan  Gilchrist 

E  CITY  reacted  with  some 
prise  but  little  sentimental- 
to  the  news  that  The 
egraph  is  to  be  reabsorbed 
>  Conrad  Black's  wor Id¬ 
le  newspaper  empire  after 
[.three  years  as  a  public 
ipany. 

hi  Wednesday  night. 
I  Linger.  Mr  Black’s  Canadi- 
based  master  company 
ich  owns  58  per  cent  of  The 
•graph,  said  that  it  would 
for  the  whole  company 
jugh  its  quoted  subsidiary, 
erican  Publishing.  Terms 
e  not  disclosed, 
esterday  analysts  greeted 
news  with  foully-disguised 
if.  One  media  analyst  said 
t  he  would  not  be  sorry  to 
•the  company  leave  the 
don  stock  market.  Another 
I  Mr  Black'S  relationship 
t  the  City  had  become 
ea  singly  strained  and 
:e  was  little  mutual  trust, 
he  hostility  erupted  last 
inter  after  Hollinger  sold 
million  shares  in  The 
graph  at  587p  only  a 


Blade  tense  relationship 


month  before  slashing  the 
cover  price  of  the  flagship 

newspaper. 

Stephen  Grabiner.  manag¬ 
ing  director  of  The  Telegraph, 
fiiit  heard  about  Hollinger’s 
proposals  on  Wednesday 
morning.  He  insisted  that  they 
would  have  little  impact  on  the 
way  the  business  was  run.  No 
discussions  were  taking  place 
on  the  price  of  any  buy-back 
although  he  expected  talks  to 


start  in  two  to  three  weeks. 

Analysts  believe  Hollinger 
will  have  to  offer  at  least  450p 
to  buy  out  the  remaining 
shares.  The  group  already  has 
an  option  to  increase  its  stake 
by  a  further  5  per  ceni  at  450p 
and  would  therefore  have  to 
offer  at  least  this  amount  to 
minority  shareholders  if  it 
exercised  the  option. 

M  r  Grabiner  dismissed 
suggestions  that  the  buy-back 
heralded  the  end  of  the  news¬ 
paper  price  wars.  "We  have  no 
plans  for  a  change  in  the  price 
of  The  Daily  Telegraph  until 
The  Times  changes  its  price." 
he  said. 

The  Telegraph  also  an¬ 
nounced  a  lb  per  cent  drop  in 
pre-tax  profits,  down  rq  £45 
million  from  £53.7  million  in 
the  year  to  December  31. 
Operating  profits  from  the 
British  newspapers  mure  than 
halved  to  £20-1  million  (£42.9 
million).  An  unchanged  final 
dividend  of7ip  maintains  the 
total  payout  at  I3p.  Sharehold¬ 
ers  will  be  paid  on  May  4. 

The  Telegraph’s  share  price 
jumped  54p  to  43 4p. 


Chemring 
to  buy 
Ronstan 

CHEMRING.  the  protective 
clothing  manufacturer,  is  buy¬ 
ing  Ronstan.  an  Australian 
manufacturer  of  yacht  rigging 
and  deck  hardware  products, 
for  A$10.2  million  (E4.S  mil- 
lionl  in  cash. 

The  group  said  the  business 
will  complement  its  civil  mar¬ 
ine  product  range.  It  added 
that  the  acquisition  will  not 
dilute  earnings  in  the  current 
year. 

Ronstan  had  sales  of  A$l4-8 
million  in  the  year  to  June  30. 
1994.  and  reported  a  pre-tax 
profit  of  A$81.000.  The  com¬ 
pany  has  net  assets  of  A$4.4 
million. 

Philip  Billington.  Chemring 
chairman,  said:  “Ronstan's  es¬ 
tablished  distribution  network 
in  North  America  and  Europe 
strengthens  our  presence  in  the 
leisure  marine  market  Chem¬ 
ung's  annual  sales  in  Australia 
and  New  Zealand  are  now  app¬ 
roximately  £12  million,  indic¬ 
ating  our  increasing  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  Australasian 
market  and  our  total  annual 
marine  sales  worldwide  are 
over  £15  million." 


Shell  reviews  £600m  HQ  costs 


By  George  Sivell,  assistant  business  editor 


ROYAL  Dutch /Shell,  the  oil 
group,  is  dose  to  deriding  on 
how  to  save  money  on  its  £600 
million  a  year  headquarters 
operations  in  London  and 
Tite  Hague  which  employ 
5,000  workers. 

John  Jennings,  the  chair¬ 
man  of  Shell  Transport  and 
Trading,  said  yesterday  that  a 
review  meeting  would  start 
today  and  run  over  the  week¬ 
end.  Mr  Jennings  was  hope¬ 
ful  that  a  conclusion  would  be 
reached  in  March  but  said  it 
could  be  several  more  months 
before  the  restructuring  took 
effect 

In  London.  Shell  occupies 
two  enormous  concrete  blocks. 


the  Upstream  and  Down¬ 
stream  Buildings,  on  the 
South  Bank  of  ute  Thames, 
where  about  1500  people 
work. 

Shell  revealed  last  year  that 
it  had  hired  McKinsey.  the 
management  consultancy,  to 
review  its  management  struc¬ 
ture  to  improve  performance 
and  reduce  costs  by  cutting 
out  layers  of  bureaucracy. 
SheD’s  present  complex  man¬ 
agement  structure  was  de¬ 
vised  with  McKinsey  in  foe 
1950s. 

Royal  Dutch/Shell  yester¬ 
day  reported  record  annual 
profits  for  1994  up  36  per  cent 
to  £4.07  billion.  The  total 


sterling  dividend  for  foe  year 
from  Shell  Transport  wfl]  rise 
12.9  per  cent  from  24p  to  27.  Ip. 
Mr  Jennings  said  the  rise  in 
foe  UK  dividend  was  largely 
to  compensate  for  depreda¬ 
tion  of  foe  pound  against  the 
Dutch  guilder  after  sterling’s 
exit  from  the  European  ex¬ 
change-rate  mechanism. 

Shell  revealed  yesterday 
that  it  had  shed  11.000  jobs 
during  1994,  largely  through 
divestments,  and  now  em¬ 
ployed  106.000  staff.  Mr  Jen¬ 
nings  said:  This  trend  has 
not  yet  passed",  but  be  refused 
to  be  drawn  on  a  prediction  of 
job  cuts  for  this  year.  Shell’s 
recent  bout  of  disposals  is 


now  largely  complete.  In  the 
fourth  quarter.  Shell  raised 
net  income  by  145  per  cent  to 
£1.65  billion.  Over  foe  year, 
exploration  and  production 
profits  were  £134  billion  (£2 
billion)  on  a  3  per  cent  rise  in 
ofl  production  and  a  1  per  cent 
rise  in  gas  production. 

Profits  over  the  year  from 
the  manufacturing  and  mar¬ 
keting  business,  which  in¬ 
dudes  petrol  sales,  rose  18  per¬ 
cent  to  £201  billion  on  volume 
sales  of  oil  products  up  5  per 
cent  Chemicals  converted  a 
£409  million  loss  to  a  £340 
motion  profit  over  the  year. 
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A  unique  blend  of  experience,  resourcefulness  and  dear 
dunking,  able  co  make  sense  of  the  most  complex  situations. 
This  brilliant  partnership  is  not  fiction  but  reality,  now  that 
Systemline  and  Systemcare 
have  become  part  of  Ryder - 
Britain's  premier  specialists 
in  highway  transportation. 

With  this  exciting  acqui¬ 
sition,  the  systems,  skills 
and  blue-chip  clients  of 
these  major  providers  of 
Contract  Logistics  and  Horae 
Delivery  are  aligned  with  - 

the  world-class  resources  and  infrastructure  of  Ryder. 
Systemline  and  Systemcare  now  have  access  to  investment 
capital,  to  Ryders  70  location  nationwide  network,  10,000 
vehicle  UK  fleet  and  sophisticated  asset  management. 


BY  A  GREAT  NEW 


These  skills  are  supported  by  a  dynamic  growth  strategy. 
Meanwhile  Ryder  customers  'mil  detect  benefits  from 
Systemline’s  expertise  in  production  materials  supply,  with 
...— .-.7:  its  particular  focus  on  the 
automotive  sector,  and  from 
Systemcares  22  location 
national  shared-user  Home 
Delivery  network. 

A  commitment  to  the 
highest  levels  of  service  can 
be  deduced  from  across- 
the-board  BS  5750  quality 
.  s.y;.:.  . '  -■  accreditation  and  from  our 

ability  to  respond  flexibly  and  imaginatively  to  customers’ 
needs.  So  when  you're  investigating  innovative,  sysrems- 
driven,  pan-European  logistics  solutions,  your  choice  of 
partner  is  now  elementary. 


SYSTEMCARE 


Ryder  Pic,  Ryder  House,  16  Bath  Road.  Slough  SLl  3SA.  Telephone:  0800  2 82  800.  Fax:  01753  735  499. 
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SBC  offloads  Northern 
Electric  shares  at  the  top 


BUY  at  the  bottom  and  sell  at 
the  top  is  the  motto  of  Swiss 
Bank  Corporation's  crack 
market-making  team.  Yester¬ 
day  SBC  was  totting  up  the 
profits  of  its  foray  into  shares 
of  Northern  Electric  after 
announcing  it  had  sold  its  3 
per  cent  stake  at  a  price 
believed  to  have  been  about 
£11.12  a  share. 

News  of  the  move  came  as 
Trafalgar  House  increased  its 
bid  for  Northern  Electric  to  £11 
a  share,  an  increase  of  52p  on 
its  previous  price,  and  valuing 
Northern  at  £1.23  billion.  The 
increased  otter  was  less  than 
City  speculators  had  anticipat¬ 
ed  and  the  price  of  Northern 
tumbled  75p  to  £10.53,  with  the 
the  odds  on  the  company 
retaining  its  independence 
shortening. 

Swiss  Bank  is  acting  as  an 
adviser  to  Trafalgar.  The 
shares  it  held  wen?  built  up  as 
part  of  the  day-to-day  trading 
activities  of  its  market-making 
arm. 

At  the  same  time  SBC* 
market-makers  were  bidding 
for  shares  in  Yorkshire  Elec¬ 
tricity,  where  earlier  this  week 
it  reduced  its  holding  from  8 
per  cent  to  6  per  cent.  The 
Yorkshire  share  price  fell  9p  to 
S20p,  mainly  in  reaction  to  the 
disappointing  new  terms  for 
Northern  from  Trafalgar. 
There  has  been  intense  specu¬ 
lation  in  recent  weeks  that 
Yorkshire  will  soon  get  a  bid 
from  the  likes  of  Hanson,  \p 
down  at24l3-ip. 

Trafalgar  finished  the  ses¬ 
sion  lp  easier  at  644tp,  after 
effectively  issuing  a  profits 
warning  with  its  increased 
terms.  The  company,  headed 
by  Simon  Keswick,  told  bro¬ 
kers  it  would  produce  a  loss  in 
the  first  half.  Profits  for  the  full 
year  would  be  disappointing. 

Meanwhile,  the  rest  of  the 
equity  market  bounced  back 
as  institutional  investors  de¬ 
cided  that  the  market  had 
been  oversold.  Inspired  by  yet 
another  record-breaking  run 
in  early  trading  in  New  York, 
which  carried  the  Dow  Jones 
back  above  file  4,000  level, 
share  prices  in  London  raced 
ahead.  The  FT-SE  1 00  index 
closed  at  its  best  of  the  day 
with  a  rise  of  29.8  points  to 
3.049.3  as  turnover  soared  to 
701  million  shares. 

Lucas  Industries  reacted 
badly  to  file  news  that  a  US 
court  has  virtually  prevented 
the  company  for  bidding  for 
future  defence  contracts.  The 
shares  fell  7p  to  I65p  as 
brokers  began  assessing  the 
impact  on  group  profits.  Last 


Nigel  Rich,  Trafalgar  chief  executive,  left,  and  Simon  Keswick 


month  Lucas  admitted  to  hav¬ 
ing  made  false  claims  about 
inspections  of  equipment  sup¬ 
plied  to  the  US  military. 
Hoare  Govett,  the  broker,  was 
last  night  urging  clients  to 
switch  out  of  Lucas  and  into 
T&N.  lp  easier  at  I60p. 

Signet,  the  former  Rainers 
jewellery  chain,  fell  Up  to 
1634p  after  the  departure  of 
finance  director  Gary  O’Brien. 


before  announcing  plans  to 
cut  the  cover  price  of  the  The 
Daily/  Telegraph  and  thereby 
escalating  the  newspaper 
price  war.  The  move  resulted 
in  a  sharp  fall  in  the  price  of 
Telegraph  shares. 

The  decision  to  peg  its  final 
dividend  left  British  Gas  5p 
lower  at  299p.  Full-year  fig¬ 
ures  revealed  historic  net  prof¬ 
its  of  £927  million  after  taking 


Fisons,  a  takeover  favourite,  stood  out  with  a  rise  of  4p  to  124p. 
Turnover  was  high,  with  almost  45  million  shares  changing 
hands.  Market-makers  are  normally  only  prepared  to  make  a 
price  in  parcels  of 50,000  shares  at  a  time.  There  is  no  talk  of  a  bid. 
but  brokers  say  a  company  reconstruction  may  be  announced. 


The  Telegraph,  publisher  of 
The  Daily  and  Sunday  Tele¬ 
graph .  jumped  54p  to  434p  in 
response  to  news  that  Conrad 
Black  was  taking  the  company 
private  again.  Hoi  linger,  his 
holding  company,  already 
owns  59  per  cent  of  The 
Telegraph  and  intends  to  bid 
for  the  rest  of  the  shares. 

Mr  Black  upset  the  City  last 
year  by  selling  shares  at  the 
"top  of  the  market  (see  chartl 


into  account  one-off  charges 
and  a  change  in  accounting 
policies.  Last  year  the  group 
reported  a  loss  of  £356  million 
because  of  the  cost  of  its  huge 
restructuring  programme. 

A  sharp  turnround  in  the 
fortunes  of  its  chemicals  busi¬ 
ness  enabled  Shell  to  more 
than  double  historic  net  profits 
in  the  final  quarter  to  £1.61 
billion.  It  hoists  the  total  for 
the  year  to  £3.9  billion  com¬ 
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pared  with  i32  bilhon.  But  the 
shares  finished  2p  lower  ai 
724p. 

There  was  a  positive  re¬ 
sponse  to  full-year  figures 
from  SnutfaKtine  Beecham 
with  the  price  climbing  16p  to 
49Sp.  Pre-tax  profits  were  at 
the  top  end  of  the  range, 
growing  9  per  cent  to  £12 
billion,  supported  by  a  10  per 
cent  increase  in  sales  despite  a 
drop  in  sales  of  Tagamet,  its 
anti-ulcer  treatment,  of  almost 
30  per  cent 

The  decision  to  hold  the 
dividend  marred  an  otherwise 
positive  performance  from 
ICJ  and  left  the  shares  tip 
lower  at  716p.  Pre-tax  profits 
last  year  soared  84  per  cent  to 
£514  million.  Sir  Denys  Hen¬ 
derson,  chairman,  was  en¬ 
couraged  about  prospects  for 
the  current  year. 

Royal  Insurance  responded 
to  full -year  figures  at  the  top 
end  of  expectations  with  a  rise 
in  the  share  price  of  lOp  to 
282p.  Pre-tax  profits  were 
more  than  doubled  at  £401 
million  following  a  sharp  drop 
in  underwriting  losses. 

The  performance  from  Roy¬ 
al  pointed  the  spotlight  on  the 
rest  of  the  insurance  compos¬ 
ites  which  have  been  in  de¬ 
mand  because  of  their 
attractive  yields.  Commercial 
Union  dunbed  lip  to  523p, 
Guardian  Royal  Exchange. 
5p  to  179p,  General  Accident, 
15p  to  536p  and  Sun  Alliance, 
9p  to  3I5p. 

Shares  in  GET  Group,  the 
electrical  stockist  and  distribu¬ 
tor.  made  a  healthy  market 
debut,  advancing  to  L28p  —  a 
3p  premium. 

□  GILT-EDGED:  Gilts  drew 
encourangement  from  a  better 
performance  by  the  pound 
and  gains  on  other  interna¬ 
tional  bond  markets.  The  sat¬ 
isfactory  outcome  to  this 
week's  bond  auction,  and  an 
absence  of  any  further  eco¬ 
nomic  information,  prompted 
investors  to  test  the  market 
following  recent  losses. 

In  file  futures  pit  the  March 
series  of  the  long  gilt  climbed 
£‘*/i*  to  £IQ27ta.  Among 
conventional  issues.  Treasury 
6A  per  cent 2008 added  £li/32 
to  £883/i6. 

□  NEW  YORK:  US  shares 
held  their  gains  at  midday 
after  breaking  through  4.000 
as  investors  grew  bolder.  Ana¬ 
lysts  said  markets  continued 
to  reflect  the  belief  that  interest 
rate  hikes  were  near  an  end 
and  that  no  recession  was  in 
sight  The  Dow  Jones  industri¬ 
al  average  was  up  40.04  at 
4,013.09. 
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...  411.46  f*3.00) 

.  18933 1*13.9) 

Frankfurt: 

Singapore: 

2085^4  1*3252) 

70 1259  (*15.781 

18Z7.01  (*22.64) 

Brussels: 

Paris 

Zurich: 

London: 

..  3049  J  (+29.BJ 

FT-5F  Mid  2*9)  _ 

.  3401 SI  MU) 

FT-SE  Eurouadt  too  — 

.  I3IU1 1+6-291 
1503.71  (*10.621 
.  1625J7  MJ5) 

FT  Nod  FlnBJidati  — - 

_  91.40  (-0.461 

...  147J33  1*0. 181 
1.592C-  1*0X035) 

23442  1*0.012$) 
87.4  (*OJI 

Banle  of  England  official  close  t4pm) 

.  10617 

Rpl _ 146.0  Jan  03%)  Jan  1987=100 

Irecehtissues 

Bail)  Press  (10) 

13  ... 

GET  Group  (125) 

128  ... 

invTsrof  invTsis 

86  ... 

invTstoflnvTsisWts  57  ... 

Lazard  Blr 

481:  -i*« 

Ua&rd  Blr  l vis 

28%  -1 

MOT  S  Cap  (35) 

34  ... 

Men  S  Inc  (35) 

36  ... 

Maclieson Lids rr (iooj  79  ... 

Pen  lex  Oil 

72  -8 

Photobltion  (150) 

(56  ... 

Wessex  Trust 

11  -  % 

Wood  Chester  uts 

125  ... 

.  RtGiHTS  ISSUES 

BTP  n/p(225) 

19  *5 

Bath  Press  n/p  (10) 

3  . .  v 

Cadbury  5ch tvs  n/p 

81  +5 

Euro  Colour  n/p  (57) 

19  *1 

Nat  Home  Loans  n/p  (1 10)  '•  ... 

Shorco  n/p  (90) 

MAJOR  CHANGES 

RISES: 

Abbey  National .  446p(-r9pj 

Barclays . 61 4p  (— I7pj 

Uowla .  577p(+15p) 

NaiWest  . 50flpi-14p) 

Electrocomponents  ....  504p{J-11p) 

BAT .  426p  (-12p) 

Amersham . B38p(J-29p) 

Commercial  Union  .  523p(-M5pj 

General  Accident .  536p(-H5p) 

Lloyds  Abbey . 35lpf-r9p) 

Royal .  283p(-11p) 

Sun  Alliance . 315p(-9p) 

SrrulhKJine .  497p(-18pj 

Ferguson  Int  .  320p(-M2p) 

Boots . 483p  \±9p] 

Reedim .  745pt-i4pj 

Reuters .  447p  t+9p) 

Gwen .  293p  (-r8p) 

FALLS: 

Tiftjury  Dougtas .  463p  (-10p) 

TakedaChem .  730p(-17|?j 

BICC .  329p(-12p) 

Sentry  Farm . 88p  (-8p) 

Brissh  aofeeft . 44  lp  (~23p) 
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ESI 


Period 

Open 

High 

Low 

Sett 

Vol 

Mar  95 

30280 

3063.0 

30210 

30510 

13497 

Juo95  ... 

MJtuO 

3061 S 

J0360 

30600 

283 

Mar  95  _ 

34000 

34000 

34000 

3405.0 

50 

Jun  95  _ 

3420.0 

34200 

34200 

3425.0 

50 

Mar  95  _ 

93.14 

91.14 

93D8 

93.12 

15250 

laa  95  ... 

42.46 

9151 

92  44 

9248 

395X 

sep  95  _ 

91.98 

92D8 

91.96 

9204 

33119 

Mar  95  _. 

93.76 

0 

Jun  95  _ 

93.50 

0 

Mar  95... 

94  SS 

94^7 

94.84 

94*6 

77372 

ran  95  „ 

94.46 

94  S3 

94.46 

94J2 

63410 

Mar  95  _. 

101-2 7 

103-12 

101-24 

102-07 

91533 

Jun  95  _ 

102-01 

TO- 19 

10300 

102-15 

13836 

Mar  95... 

110.19 

1 1048 

110  19 

1)0.42 

2449 

Jun  95  ._ 

109J7 

iwsq 

109  JO 

109*4 

S397 

Mar  95  _ 

10M 

9IJJ8 

93*7 

9106 

169473 

Jun  95  _ 

90.18 

9056 

90.17 

9055 

13363 

Mar9S„ 

91.72 

93.77 

93.70 

M.76 

2445 

Jun  95  _. 

9120 

9128 

93.19 

93  J5 

2332 

Mar  95- 

9MJ3 

9005 

9001 

9605 

2061 

Jun  95  _ 

95.64 

9S.75 

95*4 

95.71 

3865 

Mar  95.. 

98.70 

99D5 

98S6 

98.73 

472)1 

ran  95  _ 

97*) 

9000 

97*0 

9708 

2114 

FT-SE  100 

previous  open  Inieresc  67989 

FT-SE  290 

Previous  open  interest  4003 
Three  Month  Sterling 

Previous  open  Interest  453649 

Three  Mth  Eurodollar 
Piwloui  open  Interest  2596 

Three  Mth  Euro  DM 

Previous  open  interest  795603 
Long  GOt 

Previous  open  [merest  94704 
Japanese  Govmt  Bond 

German  Gov  Bd  Bund 
previous  open  interest  221365 

Three  month  ECU 
Previous  open  Interest  25*35 

Euro  Swiss  Franc 

Previous  open  Iiuense  48537 

Kalian  Govmt  Bond 

Previous  6peo  innfese  53226 


Base  RafcK  Clearing  Banks  6>,  Finance  Use  7 

'  DSacoral  Market  Loans:  OVnlgm  High:  7h  Low  m  Week  fixed:  6\ 

Treasury  Bflta  (Di^Buy:  2  rath  6>» ;  3  imb  6>, .  Sell:  2  mill  :  3  mth:  6>. . 


Prime  Bank  BIDs  (Dis): 
Slerfing  Mooey  Rates: 
Interbank 

Owmighc  open  ^  dose 

Local  Authority  Drp« 
Stefing  CDs 

Dollar  CDs 


ECGD:  Fixed  Rate  sterling  Export  Finance.  Make-up  day:  Jan  31.  1995  Agreed  rues 
Feb  26.  1995  to  Mar  25. 1 995  scheme  Ill:  7^7%.  Reference  rate  Dec  31. 1994  to  Jan  31. 
t»5  scheme  iva  V:  6^2418. 


1  mth 

2  mth 

StaOt 

6  mdt 

12  mth 

6*^6*. 

6“c-6ua 

6n«r6‘, 

bl'aHfS, 

fiVffi. 

V'wbT* 

7'w-7 

7V7V 

6n,r€"a 

i. 

6V6*i, 

6"ir6% 

7'w7 

7»r-7% 

6% 

n/a 

6"» 

7'» 

7"w 

fiWu 

6,.r6% 

6V6*» 

7-6'. 

7V7% 

5-« 

n/a 

6.20 

6-24 

608 

6"b-6“« 

6V6*.  . 

6"»6% 

7'w6"» 

PVT*. 

Currency 

7 day 

1  mth 

3  mth 

6  ndh 

CaD 

Doflan 

fr5% 

eVrf'%. 

6V6V 

5>e4>. 

Demsebettarl: 

5-4*1 

5-4“w 

5V5 

SWPix 

5*^4*. 

Freoch  Franc 

5V5% 

5V5% 

6-5 

Swiss  Franc 

j%-y. 

3V3% 

JV3*. 

4W 

4%-3‘t 

Yea: 

2'r-2 

2'r-2% 

2V2V* 

2*-T» 

ffrl'i 

Bufikm;OpeaS379JO379A0  dooc  5378.90-379^0  High:  8379.60-380.10 
Lost 5378.4^-378.95  AMr*3794»  PM:*37950 

Kragemnut  J379.00-3S  1  DO  (£239:00-241  Jto) 

Ptatfaumc  S4I7JX)  (L2&25)  sitven  $4.83  PA35)  PaDadram:  1157.00  £98.75) 


Mil  Rates  fior  Feb  23 

Range 

Otnc 

1  month 

3  month 

Amsterdam _ 

2^226-2.6322 

2.6226-16260 

Vripr 

l%-'ipr 

Brussels- _ 

482Z-4836 

•C&2H852 

5-lpr 

16-jopr 

Copenhagen - 

9^5604.2810 

9^5609^700 

■V.pr 

2't>i'.pr 

Dublin _ 

IJX322-ID082 

133055-1X832 

Mpr 

is-iopr 

PranJtftin _ _ 

2J399-ZJ474 

23399-23430 

v%pr 

JJ.pr 

Ushon - 

243L41-24XS5 

24255-24219 

44-74dS 

I8B-22MS 

Madrid 

204.95-205.98 

205X8-20S.98 

34-38US 

98-120ds 

Mjlan  .... 

2566-50-2585.90 

258150-2584.90 

4-6HS 

I6-I9HS 

Montreal - 

-  22159-22258 

22179-22210 

041-CJOds 

0484X61  dS 

NewYQi*.— 

1S692-IJ962 

15920-TJ930 

O074W4pr 

0224).  I  Spr 

Oslo - 

103010-103390 

103060-103220 

lV*pr 

4'*-2%pr 

Parte - - 

8.1730-8.1990 

6.1820-8.1960 

*p.pr 

l^i'.pr 

Stockholm. 

11J49O-11.6O30 

11-5490-115740 

i-ivifc 

3%-Pah 

Tokyo.  - 

1SUI-154.62 

15299-15126 

%-vpr 

ft-ftpr 

Vienna - - 

16.47-I&54 

16.47-1651 

2*rivpr 

Ti49,pi 

Zorich.  - 

1. 9884- 1.9966 

1.9884-13913 

VApr 

IWipr 

SottneEnel 

Premium  •  pr.  Discount  •  ds. 

.  __ 

,v_ _ 

.  . . 

..  .  ., 

- - 

T EMPUS 

Medicine  chest 


THE  logic  of  last  vear's  SS  billion  spending 
spree  by  SmithKIine  Beech  am  is  beginning-® 
emerge.  Drugs  companies  need  critical  mass 
to  survive  in  the  harsh  new  trading  environ¬ 
ment  No  longer  are  doctors  in  chsr§e  oi 
buying  decisions.  The  power  has  shined  to  the 
managed  healthcare  organisations  and  phar¬ 
macy  benefit  managers. 

As  bulk  buyers,  they  are  demanding 
sizeable  rebates* and  discounts.  leaving  drug 
manufacturers  no  hope  of  pushing  through 
price  increases.  Margins  are  being  erouea 
and  drug  companies  have  only  volume  and 
efficiency  gains  to  rely  on  for  earnings  growth. 

SB's  continuing  operations  lifted  sales  8  per 
cent  in  1994.  but  this  reflected  9  per  cent 
volume  growth  and  a  1  per  cent  drop  in  prices- 

The  deals  that  SB  completed  last  year  left  it 
with  gearing  of  more  than  300  per  cent 


££3.  r^rucmrmg.^^mire^ 

investment  outlays  for  “  nOT 

likely  to  fall  much  m  the  current  yea£-  - 

TTie^  company  suffered  last  year  from  if 
<Ji5 aSu $  patent crfltonet  tts^ 
Stodrug.  The  treatment? 
tfm  a  quarter,  to  £484imUtOL  anda fajjf 


is  expected.  It  will  be  some  uu« 
efieos  of  the  acquisitions  and  theheneftear 
the  £580  million  restructuring  to  leea 
through,  but,  overall,  SB'S  long-term  pros¬ 
pects  are  undeniably  appealing. 


Shell 

ITIS  a  tribute  to  the  diversi¬ 
ty  of  Royal  Dutch /Shell  that 
it  could  make  record  net 
income  of  £4  billion  last  year 
in  spite  of  carrying  a  stagger¬ 
ing  £600  million  of  head¬ 
quarters  costs  each  year, 
foiling  oQ  prices  and  lower 
refining  margins. 

Shell  hopes  to  address  the 
former  problem  this  year. 
However,  wielding  the  axe 
in  the  South  Bank  and  The 
Hague  is  likely  to  test  the 
group's  management  mach¬ 
ine  to  its  limits.  Some  Black 
Country  pragmatism  from 
John  Jennings,  the  chairman 
of  Shell  Transport,  is  need¬ 
ed. 

Getting  over  the  latter 
problem 'may  be  more  diffi¬ 
cult  A  timely  surge  in  the 
chemicals  cycle  has  helped 
Shell,  as  indeed  it  came  to 
the  aid  of  BP.  its  rival,  but 
chemicals  will  not  grow  at 


the  same  rate  this  year.  Shell 
is  hardly  out  on  a  limb  zn 
expecting  oil  prices  to  stick 
around  the  $16  a  barrel  mark 
for  the  rest  of  this  year,  but 
shareholders  should  be  im¬ 
pressed  by  a  projection 
shown  to  analysts  yesterday 
of  steadily  rising  oil  and  gas 
volumes  until  the  znilleniuni. 

Combined  with  a  contin¬ 
ued  attack  on  costs  in  refin¬ 


ing,  marketing  and  chemi¬ 
cals,  and  wdl  controlled 

capital  expenditure,  fins 

should  underpin  Shell's 
earnings  progression  for  its 
income  dependent, 

shareholders. 

Brokers'  forecasts  of  £4-3 
billion  before  special  items 
for  the  current  year  re¬ 
mained  intact  after  yester¬ 
day's  results. 


SOUTH  BANK  SHOW 

Miti 


j|)  FT-SE  tOO 

!  ,Jan'F6b'Mar'Apr'Mayjun‘ Jul  'Aug'Sep^Oct1! 


Royal  Ins 

FUND  managers  evidently 
do  not  believe  that  Royal's 
profits  are  here  to  stay.  At 
2S2p.  its  shares  sell  ar  around 
asset  value,  yield  53  per  cent 
in  dividend  and  are  rated  on 
an  almost  identical  535  times 
earnings. 

This  only  makes  sense  if 
the  company  is  soon  id 
descend  the  big  dipper  of  the 
insurance  cycle.  True,  some 
UK  premium  rales  are  fall¬ 
ing.  Household  rates  are 
about  3  per  cent  (town  and 
motor  more  than  5  per  cent 
But  these  look  to  be  a 
competitive  reaction  to  the 
steep  rises  of  recent  years 
rather  than  presaging  a  col¬ 
lapse  into  slump-level  under¬ 
writing  losses. 

Remember  also  tftar  Royal 
has  far  fewer  black  holes  that 
in  the  early  1990s.  Estate 
agencies  still  make  a  loss, 
and  America  little  profit  But 
the  former  is  fairly  stable  and 
the  latter  is  improving.  UK 
life  assurance,  while  hardly  a 
sparkling  market,  delivered  a 


stable  14  per  cent  of  pre-tax 
profit  while  the  Canadian 
disaster  has  been  contained. 

Expansion,  centred  on 
multinational  and  Asian  gen¬ 
eral  insurance,  is  likely  to  be 
cautious  and  organic  this 
time,  which  is  also  a  relief.  In¬ 
terms  both  of  risk  and  poten¬ 
tial,  the  shares  look  a  much 
better  bet  than  underwriting 
at  Lloyd's. 

ICI 

THERE  may  have  been  a  re¬ 
shuffle  at  the  top  table  of  ICI 
with  Charles  Miller  Smith 
coming  in  as  .  chief  executive 
and  Sir  Ronald  Hampel  mov¬ 
ing  upstairs,  but  the  job  re 
mains  the  same.  The  group 
has  come  far  since  the  depths 
of  the  recession,  as  witnessed 
by  the  84  per  cent  rise  m  prof¬ 
its  during  1994.  But  the  group 
is  still  only  earning  an  8  per 
cent  return  on  capital,  which 
shows  how  far  the  group  has 
to  go  to  achieve  its  potential. 

That  potential  is  nowhere 
more  obvious  than  in  the 
strength  of  the  group's  finan¬ 


cial  position.  A  series  of  dis¬ 
posals  and  acquisitions,  cou¬ 
pled  with  a  strengthening 
cashflow  left  ICr  virtually 
ungeared  at  the  end  of  1994. 
ICI  is  already  exploiting  its  fi¬ 
nancial  resources  by  build¬ 
ing  ambitious  new  plants  for 
high  growth  chemicals  such 
as  FTAin  countries  like  Paki¬ 
stan.  But  it  can  step  up  the 
pace  of  this  organic  develop¬ 
ment  without  straining  itself. 

In  file  meantime  ICI  must 
continue  to  pull  out  of  busi¬ 
nesses  where  it  has  little  glob¬ 
al  presence  or  inadequate 
scale.  The  reorganisation  of 
the  explosives  division  is  the 
latest  example  of  its  determ¬ 
ination  to  do  this. " 

The  City  jibbed  at  IQ'S 
refusal  to  increase  its  divi¬ 
dend,  but  the  group  would 
have  been  reckless  to  do  so 
given  that  it  is  only  1.4 
times  covered,  and  the  pace 
of  its  recovery  will  slow  this 
year,  as  petro-chemical 
prices  reach  the  peak  of  the 
cycle. 

Edited  by  Neil  Bennett 


DOLLAR  BATES 


Fr*Z) 

Ftb22 

midday 

dose 

AMP  Inc 

7T. 

19, 

AMR  orp 

MV 

WV 

Abbott  lata 

35 

34V 

_  7.7310-7.7320 

5J. 

I7V 

53% 

fTV 

-  (5845-15860 

AimuMOQ  (Hf) 

Air  Prod  A  Oiem  48% 

4ff. 

Albertson's 

XT. 

30. 

Alcan  Alum  run 
Ateb  StanaxnJ 

JSV 

67V 

67V 

Alum  Co  of  Am 

SZV 

$% 

81 

—  15243-15253 

Singapore - 

-  1.4525-1.4535 

Amerada  Hess 
Aater  Brands 

48V 

JT'i 

47V 

37 

Amer  □  Power 
Atirer  Express 
Amtr  Genj  Corp 
Amer  Home  Pr 

Switzerland _ 

_ 12510-12520 

JIV 

7JV 

JIV 

71V 

OTHER  STERLING' 

Amer  mu 

Ames  Suras 
Amerttedi 

10f. 

s 

102 

24% 

42V 

Argentina  peso- 
Australia  dollar  — 

- I  5927-1.5953 

-  21601-21623 

Amoco 

AoBnna^BuJCb 
Apple  Computer 

Sff, 

Sfi 

41V 

58% 

56V 

40". 

Bahrain  dinar 

Brazil  real* - 

Cyprus  pound  ... 
Finland  maiUa 


0J9XL605 


-  1.3442-1-3483 

- 017*073 

7.1 57  5-7 .2735 


Greece  drachma  - 367J5-374-25 

Hong  Kong  dollar _ 12_3!63-LiJ2l7 

India  rupee - ...  4SJ7-50J3 

Kuwait  dinar  KD -  0. 468-0.478 

Malaysia  ringgit -  4.0680-4.0697 

Mexico  peso  - - nn 


Mew  Zealand  Hollar . 
Pakistan  rupee 


ZS149-23I75 
.  48-55  Buy 


Saudi  Axania  rlyal - 5J975-6X035 

Singapore  dollar - 2.3140- 2J163 

3  Africa  rand  (fin) - 6.JJ55-6.15J.J 

S  Africa  rand  (com) _  5.7333-5.7434 

U  A  E  dim  am -  5.775-1899 

Ban-fay*  Bar,  k  GTS  -  Uovds  Ban  k 


FT^yOliJMES^ 


31 

1.400 

Legal  a  Gn 

5500 

ASDACp 
Abbey  Nad 

KMUO 

2000 

Lloyds  Bk 
Mb  PC 

3500 

310 

AJJdDom 

X40 0 

Marts  Spr 

5500 

Argyll  Cp 

3,000 

NaTWSt  Bk 

&600 

ArjoWlggn 

1*00 

Nar  Power 

1.100 

ab  Foods 

358 

NOlWstW 

389 

BAA 

<  Off) 

PSO 

2600 

BAT  lnds 

7.100 

Ptsmon 

1500 

ROC 

1.900 

PowerGen 

1.000 

BP 

6.700 

Froflentlal; 

5,100 

BTR 

5,700 

RMC 

272 

BT 

9fi00 

RTZ 

2200 

Bk  or  scot 

624 

Rank  Orp 

7^00 

Barclays 

4.100 

RedcitrCoi 

284 

Bass 

1.200 

Red  (and 

1500 

Blue  Circle 

2500 

Reed  Ind 

1500 

Boots 

2500 

Remoui 

2200 

Bowaier 

1J00 

Reuters 

5J600 

Bril  Aero 

1.900 

Rolls  Roy  ce 

5500 

Brfi  Alrwys 

2300 

Ryl  Ira 

5.400 

Blit  Gas 

39JOOO 

Kyi  Bit  Scut 

2500 

Bril  Steel 

8.700 

Salnsbury 

2800 

1  Burmnh  cast  773 

Sdiroderi 

54 

cable  Wire 

1.900 

Sc«  ft  New 

Z76 

Cadbury 

2100 

San  rower 

2800 

Caiadon 

1JX) 

Sears 

2200 

Carlton  Cms  386 

Svrn  Trent 

547 

Cm  Union 

2100 

Shell  Trans 

9A00 

CounauUs 

685 

SletK 

2500 

DeXaRtx 

262 

SibK)  Beh 

-MOO 

Eastern  Elec  1200 

Smith  Npn 

2600 

Enterpr  Oil 

1.400 

Sthrp  Elec 

1JXJ0 

Forte 

MOO 

StdQuutd 

4,100 

GKN 

1.900 

Sun  AIMS 

2600 

GRE 

1.700 

TI  Gp 

1500 

GUS 

266 

TSB 

4.900 

Gen  An: 

804 

Tests 

4,800 

Gen  Elec 

6500 

Thames  w 

306 

Glaxo 

2300 

ThmEMI 

666 

firannifa 

896 

ToraUns 

3500 

Grand  Ma 

1700 

Unilever 

1.400 

Guinness 

4500 

utd  else 

(.100 

HSBC 

3.000 

vodafone 

12000 

Hanson 

19000 

wfflrtiure  isgi  166 

ICI 

7000 

Wellcome 

1500 

inches  pe 

1.700 

Whitbread 

410 

Kingfisher 

1500 

wiims  Hid 

2500 

Lad  broke 

1500 

Wtrisdey 

1500 

Land  Secs 

2200 

Ja. _ 

Zeneca 

2400 

Aimco 

Anrnang  wnd 
auto 
Ashland  Oil 
Ail  RJdiMd 
Auto  Daut  Pm 
avttj  Penn  bon 
Avon  Product! 

Bakst'  Hughes 
BaWm  Gas  6  El  245  24V 
Banc  One 
Banbunatci 
Bank  oi  NY 
Ban  ken  Tr  NY 
Barnett  Banks 
Bausdi  a  Lamb  334  33V 
Baxter  fnu  Jl'.  31 
Bean  Dtckmn 
Bell  Allan  tic 
Bensouih 
Black  a  Decker  »,  zsv 
Block  rHaro 
Boeing 

Boise  Cascade 
Bonleo  inc 
Bristol  Myrs  Sq  «>,  61% 
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Accounting  for 
mountains 

WHAT  is  it  about  accoun¬ 
tants  and  mountains?  Five 
years  ago.  Neville 
ShuJman,  so-called  “acc¬ 
ountant  to  the  stars",  set 
out  to  climb  Mont  Blanc 
for  charity.  He  raised 
£55.000  and  was  so  hooked 
that  he  went  on  to  dimb 
Africa's  two  highest  moun¬ 
tains.  19.340ft  Mount  Kili¬ 
manjaro  and  17.058ft 
Mount  Kenya,  back  to 
back,  over  Christmas.  1991. 
And  all  this  by  someone 
who  had  previously  never 
climbed  anything  higher 
than  a  ladder.  His  African 
adventures  have  now 
found  their  way  into  print 
—  On  Top  Of  Africa,  all 
royalties  from  which  are 
being  donated  to  charity. 
Back  on  the  ground, 
Shulman  Has  just  been 
made  a  director  of  the  soon 
to  be  revamped 
Shepperton  Studios  near 
Chertsey.  Surrey. 

Bungie  running 

BROKERS  seeking  a 
change  from  jumping  out 
of  windows  are  invited  to 
run  along  the  ground  in¬ 
stead,  and  all  in  a  good 
cause.  Today  at  the  Liver¬ 
pool  Street  entrance  of  the 
Broad  gate  Centre.  City 
teams  are  taking  part  in  a 
bungie  run  in  a  warm-up 
for  Comic  Relief  Day  on 
March  17.  Teams  from 
UBS.  Lehman  Brothers, 
BZW  and  Johnson  Fry 
have  already  chalked  then- 
hands  for  today’s  bungie 
ran  (which  is  just  like 
bungie  jumping,  but  hori¬ 
zontal)  but  more  teams  are 
needed.  A  £25  entry  "fee" 
per  team,  please. 


Dressing  down 

IF  YOU  see  colleagues  at 
their  desks  today  in  their 
down  and  out  clothes,  they 
are  (possibly)  taking  part 
in  “Dressing  Down  Day”, 
a  charity  event  in  aid  of 
Save  the  Children's  Child¬ 
ren  in  Cities  appeaL  Em¬ 
ployees  from  Janies  CapeL 
Royal  Bank  of  Canada,  the 
International  Petroleum 
Exchange  and  American 
Express  Bank,  among  oth¬ 
ers,  have  paid  for  the 
privilege  of  corning  to 
work,  in  their  casuals.  But 
there  are  some  firms  that 
absolutely  withheld  per¬ 
mission.  Bool 

Spelling  it  out 

AND  more  spell-check 
names:  Sir  Roland 
Hampel  —  Rondo  Ham¬ 
per.  Eddie  George  —  Ed¬ 
dies  Geophysics:  Sir  Paul 
Girolami  —  Paucity  Gigo¬ 
lo:  Richard  Branson  — 
Rich  Bravos  Richard 
Giordano  —  Rich  Girding: 
Andrew  Longhurst  —  An¬ 
ger  Longhorn. 

Fire  and  water 

BRUCE  FARMER,  man¬ 
aging  director  of  Morgan 
Crucible,  must  be  thinking 
the  gods  are  against  him. 
In  September.  1994.  the 
group's  speciality  chemi¬ 
cals  factory  at  Vireux. 
northern  France;  which 
was  insured,  was  all  but 
destroyed  by  fire.  Now  the 
same  factory,  which  is  still 
insured,  has  been  ravaged 
by  floods.  A  spokesperson 
says:  “Yes,  we  do  have 
cover  for  theft,  but  trust  we 

won’t  have  cause  to  claim 
on  iL" 

MORE  collective  nouns:  A 
bore  of  solicitors.  A  sight 

of  ophthalmologists.  A  ve¬ 
nality  ofMPs. 

Colin  Campbell 


Service  has  improved  most  visibly  among  supermarkets  in  the  retailing  sector  where  loyal  ty  cards  and  home  delivery  are  replacing  price  wars 


Service  takes  over  from  price 
as  new  retail  battleground 


The  battleground  in  retailing 
used  to  be  price.  Many  retail¬ 
ers  believed  that  cynical,  reces¬ 
sion-weary  customers  just 
wanted  the  best  deal  going  and  were 
prepared  to  shop  around  to  get  it 
It  was  a  good  theory.  The  trouble  was 
that  it  never  quite  worked  in  practice.  If 
a  retailer  gained  from  a  particular  price 
reduction,  the  competition  simply 
matched  it.  Any  advantage  was  lost 
So  retailers  have  started  to  hunt 
around  for  new  ways  to  differentiate 
themselves  and  the  battleground  has 
shifted  towards  service.  Suddenly  the 
leading  chains  are  promising  not  just 
value  for  money  bin  shorter  queues, 
home  delivery,  special  in-store  events, 
loyalty  cards  and  a  host  of  similar 
offers.  The  message  to  rivals  is  “Any¬ 
thing  you  can  da  1  can  do  better." 

Patrick  Moylan,  a  principal  with  Kurt 
Salmon  Associates,  the  management 
consultants,  believes  service  is  a  better 
way  for  retailers  to  differentiate  them¬ 
selves  from  their  rivals  titan  price.  “Ser¬ 
vice  is  capable  of  doing  more  than  price 
ever  can,"  he  says.  “Any  price  advant¬ 
age  is  shortlived,  but  you  can  make  a 
real  difference  by  offering  service  levels 
that  your  competitors  can’t  match.” 

Retailers  have  always  talked  about 
customer  service,  but  now  they  are 
taking  action.  The  most  visible  activity 
is  in  the  food  retailing  sector  where  the 
major  supermarket  chains,  after  two 
years  of  price  wars,  are  now  trying  to 
outdo  each  other  in  the  standards  of 
service  they  provide.  Coffee  shops,  dry 
cleaners  and  post  offices  havg  been 
established  features  of  out-of-town 
superstores  for  some  time  —  after  all. 
they  generate  money  —  but  now  non¬ 
profit  services  such  as  crtches.  baby- 
changing  facilities  and  customer  service 
desks  are  becoming  de  rigueur. 

Last  November.  J  Sains  bury  and 
Tesco  both  launched  initiatives  promis¬ 
ing  customers  shorter  queues.  Tesco’s 
“One  in  Front"  campaign  went  as  far 


Customer  service  desks,  baby  changing 
facilities  and  creches  have  moved  up  to 
the  front  line.  Susan  Gilchrist  reports 


as  to  pledge  that  no  more  than  one 
customer  would  be  kept  waiting  at  a 
checkout  queue  at  any  one  time. 

Tfcrry  Leahy,  Teste's  deputy  manag¬ 
ing  director,  says  the  idea  came  from 
customer  research.  “It  wasn't  targeted 
against  any  specific  operator,  it  was 
intended  to  make  the  shopping  trip 
more  competitive  with  what  else  was 
out  there." 

He  says  customer  reaction  to  the 
scheme  has  been  positive.  “It  has 
entered  the  customers'  vocabulary, 
which  means  it  is  having  an  effect” 
Assessing  the  financial  impact  is  more 
difficult  Although  the  campaign  is 
costly  to  run.  Mr  Leahy  believes  it  was 
a  contributory  factor  of  the  group’s 
strong  trading  over  Christmas.  As  a 
result,  it  has  now  become  a  permanent 
feature  in  Tesco  stores. 

The  group  has  a  host  of  other  initia¬ 
tives  up  its  sleeve.  “Offering  better 
service  is  an  easier  way  to  differentiate 
ourselves  and  a  more  defendable 
advantage,"  says  Mr  Leahy.  “Cutting 
price  alone  is  a  zero-sum  game." 

Schemes  such  as  “One  in  Front" 
inevitably  involve  changes  to  the  way 
stores  are  staffed  as  Mr  Moylan  ex¬ 
plains.  “In  the  past,  stores  have  failed 
to  match  staff  numbers  with  customer 
demand.  Customers  are  increasingly 
shopping  at  lunchtimes  and  weekends, 
yet  most  of  the  staff  are  working  a  full 
day.  The  result  is  that  the  staff  are 
under-occupied  for  much  of  the  day 
and  have  gone  off  to  lunch  just  when 
the  customers  are  there." 

Scheduling  staff  has  always  been 
important,  but  it  has  risen  up  the 
agenda  now  that  Sunday  trading  and 


extended  hours  have  become  a  perma¬ 
nent  feature.  Store  opening  hours  used 
to  equate  with  one  person’s  job,  but 
now  that  shops  are  open  for  at  leak  ten 
hours  a  day.  seven  days  a  week,  it  is  no 
longer  that  simple. 

One  way  of  tackling  this  is  to  use 
more  part-time  staff  who  are  scheduled 
to  work  only  at  the  peak  periods.  Many 
retailers  now  have  part-timers  who 
come  in  between  10am  and  2pm  while 
another  batch  work  from  noon  to  4pm. 
“The  great  advantage  for  the  employ¬ 
ers."  says  Mr  Moylan.  “is  that  these 
pan-time  employees  don't  need  a  lunch 
hour  —  and  they  don’t  meet  the 
National  Insurance  threshold." 

However,  there  are  disadvantages  to 
employing  a  large  proportion  of  part- 
timers.  They  are  often  untrained  and 
less  motivated  than  their  full-time 
colleagues  and  their  product  know¬ 
ledge  is  inferior.  Archie  Norman,  chief 
executive  of  Asda.  aims  to  reduce  not 
increase  the  number  of  part-time 
employees  in  the  business,  believing 
that  ultimately  they  are  more  costly. 

The  W  H  Smith  retail  chain  has 
found  another  way  to  trans¬ 
form  the  service  in  its  stores. 
Last  year,  layers  of  store 
management  were  taken  our  and  more 
sales-led  roles  introduced.  The  posi¬ 
tions  of  deputy  and  department  man¬ 
ager  have  gone,  and  the  role  of 
customer  service  manager  introduced. 

Laurence  James,  retail  sales  director, 
says  the  structure  was  too  hierarchical 
and  the  standard  of  service  to  custom¬ 
ers  too  low.  "We  wanted  to  get  more 
people  serving  customers  on  the  shop 


floor  rather  than  doing  administrative 
tasks  behind  the  scenes."  One  benefit 
was  lower  costs  as  some  600  managers 
were  taken  out  of  the  system. 

Nevertheless,  the  overall  objective, 
he  says,  is  not  to  cut  costs  but  to  change 
the  perception  of  the  chain  through  bet¬ 
ter  service.  “Our  new  structure  can 
help  us  to  do  that."  he  says.  All  the  new 
customer  service  managers  have  been 
sent  on  training  courses  and  work¬ 
shops  to  instil  in  them  a  more  service- 
led  culture. 

It  is  not  just  about  being  nice  to 
customers,  says  Mr  James.  "Ten  years 
ago.  many  retailers  went  through  a 
sheep-dipping  exercise  of  going  on  a 
service  programme  where  they  were 
taught  how  to  smile,  be  friendly  and 
count  change  properly.  But  service 
nowadays  goes  much  deeper  than 
that."  Mr  James  accepts  that  the  full 
benefits  of  the  restructuring  will  take 
time  to  come  through,  but  believes  that 
the  investment  will  prove  worthwhile. 

More  immediately  quantifiable  are 
the  benefits  from  the  additional  ser¬ 
vices  W  H  Smith  has  introduced.  One 
of  its  biggest  success  stories  has  been 
its  “Bookfinder"  computer  system, 
which  lists  every  book  in  prim  and  can 
guarantee  48-hour  delivery  of  any  book 
it  stocks  at  its  central  warehouse. 

The  number  of  customers  now  order¬ 
ing  books  has  doubled  since  the  service 
was  introduced  last  year.  “That  is  a  lot 
of  extra  business,  "says  Mr  James.  The 
chain  now  plans  to  extend  the  scheme 
to  other  product  categories  such  as 
videos  and  CDs.  Crucially,  it  is  a  serv¬ 
ice  that  few  of  its  competitors,  who 
have  inferior  systems,  can  replica te. 

Mr  Moylan  agrees  that  enhanced 
service  can  reap  substantial  rewards. 
“It  can  reduce  costs  but  more  import¬ 
antly  it  should  increase  sales.  How 
many  times  have  you  walked  out  of  a 
shop  because  they  couldn't  service  you? 
And  do  you  go  bade?  It  may  not  just  be 
a  lost  sale,  it  may  be  a  lost  customer." 


Power  shopper 
with  an  eye 
for  a  bargain 

Eric  Reguty  assesses  Clive  Vlotman’s 
risk  in  buying  71  electrical  outlets 


Clive  Vtatman,  the 
South  African  busi¬ 
nessman  who  is  buy¬ 
ing  71  of  die  130  Homepower 
stores  owned  by  Yorkshire 
Electricity  and  East  Mid¬ 
lands  Electricity,  appears  to 
be  taking  an  enormous  risk. 
Electrical  retailing  has  been 
a  catastrophe  in  recent 
years.  It  was  described  as  a 
“mayhem  market"  by  Sir 
Colin  Southgate,  the  chair¬ 
man  of  Thom  EMI.  which 
recently  announced  the  do- 
sure  of  its  Rumbelows 
chain. 

Few  of  die  major  electrical 
retailers  are  carrying  their 
weight.  Southern  Electric, 
for  example,  said  in  Decem¬ 
ber  that  its  Powerhouse 
Retail  division  is  losing 
more  than  £5  million  a  year. 
The  electridty  industry  is 
thought  to  have  lost  about 
£250  million  on  retailing 
since  1990.  when  the  down¬ 
turn  began. 

The  fall  from  grace  was 
the  result  of  the  recession 
and.  more  important,  the 
trend  to  out-of-town  shop¬ 
ping.  The  small  high  street 
shops,  with  their  limited 
range  of  goods 
and  expensive 
overheads, 
turned  into 
echo  cham¬ 
bers.  Home- 
power’s  high 
street  shops 
were  among 
them.  A  York¬ 
shire  spokes¬ 
man  said: 

“These  were 
stores  where 
people  went  in 
only  to  pay 
their  electrical 
bills:  they 

weren't  buying 
a  thing."  So 
what  does  Mr 
know  dial  no 
knows?  Nothing  really.  He 
said:  “We  see  today's  level  as 
the  normal  level."  But  there 
is  one  big  advantage. 
PowerStore  (Trading)  Limit¬ 
ed,  the  Vlotman-con  trolled 
company  that  is  making  the 
purchase  for  about  £7  mil¬ 
lion.  was  allowed  the  cherry 
pick.  He  is  leaving  59  non- 
performing  shops  with 
Yorkshire  and  East  Mid¬ 
lands.  which  has  the  respon¬ 
sibility  of  dosing  them  and 
putting  500  employees  out  of 
work. 

Each  of  the  71  Home- 
power  stores  he  is  buying  is 
making  operating  profits. 
He  expects  them  to  report 
pre-tax  earnings,  before  de¬ 
predation  and  non-recur¬ 
ring  costs,  of  about  £3 
million  this  year.Mr 
Vlotman  hopes  to  boost  their 


Vlotman:  the  pick 


Vlotman 
one  else 


profitability  by  changing 
their  product  mix.  His 
Homepower  outlets.  46  of 
them  out-of-town  “super¬ 
stores."  have  enough  space 
to  sell  n on-traditional  items 
such  as  mobile  phones  and 
branded  computers.  He  will 
also  put  their  1300  employ¬ 
ees  on  an  incentive  pro¬ 
gramme.  Acquisitions  are 
the  other  pan  of  Mr 
Vlotman’s  strategy.  He  will 
spread  overheads  over  more 
stores.  "We  can  accom¬ 
modate  a  group  about  dou¬ 
ble  our  size."  he  said, 
implying  a  prospective  ex¬ 
pansion  to  150  to  200  outlets. 

There  are  certainly  en¬ 
ough  candidates.  Southern 
Electric  is  one  that  would 
love  to  get  ouL  Mr  Victorian 
will  not  comment  on  any 
talks  he  has  hdd  with 
Southern  about  buying  its 
36  per  cent  interest  in  the 
Powerhouse  chain.  He  also 
brings  considerable  experi¬ 
ence  to  the  game.  Bora  in 
Cape  Town  44  years  ago.  he 
has  spent  most  of  his  career 
in  managerial  positions  in 
the  retail  industry.  He  was 
group  merchandise  manag¬ 
er  of  Morfcels, 
a  large  South 
African  electri¬ 
cal  goods  and 
furniture 
chain,  before 
he  and  his  fam¬ 
ily  came  to 
England  in 
1986.  His  next 
five  years  were 
spent  at  Dix¬ 
ons  Group, 
where  his  pos¬ 
itions  included 
marketing  di¬ 
rector  of  Cur¬ 
rys  Superstores 
and  white 
goods  market¬ 
ing  manager.  In  1991.  he  was 
hired  to  run  the  retailing 
arm  of  London  Electricity 
and  bought  its  16  loss¬ 
making  Powers  tores  two 
years  later  for  £7  million,  the 
same  price  he  is  paying  for 
the  71  Homepower  outlets. 

Mr  Vlotman  refuses  to 
discuss  the  source  of  his 
wealth.  It  appears,  however, 
that  he  has  more  than  a  little 
spending  money.  Retailing 
is  not  his  main  business. 

A  year  ago,  through 
Harakas.  his  main  holding 
company,  he  bought  a  motor 
care  service  business  with 
turnover  of  about  £60  mil¬ 
lion.  operating  car  repair 
schemes  for  insurance  com¬ 
panies.  He  also  has  a  sales 
promotion  company  that, 
among  other  things,  got 
Cadbury  to  sponsor  a  Wet 
Wet  Wet  concert  last 
summer. 


?  busbness  ijett6^& 


Domestic  economy  the  cause  of  concern  for  the  pound 


From  Mr  Nick  Parsons 
Sir.  Mr  Anatole  Kaletsky  ar¬ 
gues  concisely  and  elegantly 
(■Economic  View,"  February 
16)  that  “the  rise  in  inflation 
reported  yesterday  was  entire¬ 
ly  a  statistical  artefact"  and 
suggests  that  changes  in  an¬ 
nual  inflation  rates  are  caused 
more  by  what  happened  a 
year  ago  titan  what  happens 
today. 

But  in  arguing  also  that 
exports  are  soaring  whilst 
retail  sales  are  weakening 
somewhat  he  makes  the  error 
of  looking  at  the  annual  per¬ 


centage  changes  of  a  three- 
month  average  and  presents 
his  charts  in  this  form. 

Following  his  own  logic,  we 
should  look  at  more  contem¬ 
poraneous  measures  of  sales 
and  exports.  Far  from  soaring, 
export  growth  is  actually 
steady  on  a  three-month  basis 
whilst  retail  sales  have 
plunged  dramatically. 

The  pound  has  been  sold  not 
merely  because  of  politics  but 
because  the  market  perceives 
a  dramatic  slowing  of  the 
domestic  economy  in  sectors 
which  directly  affect  the  vast 


Sum  assured  in  1899  unchanged  by  1995 


From  Dr  S.  J.  A.  Rogers 
Sir,  A  few  months  after  my 
father  was  bom  in  1899.  my 
grandmother  started  an  insur¬ 
ance  policy  with  the  Liverpool 
Victoria  Friendly  Society  in  his 
name.  This  became  fully  paid 
up  in  1935  with  a  value  of  £5 15 
shillings.  My  grandmother 
started  her  own  policy  in  1916 
with  an  amount  assured  of  £4 
4  shillings.  Following  my 
fathers  recent  death,  we  have 
sought  to  encash  both  policies. 
The  sum  paid  out  on  my 
father’s  is  the  decimal  equiva¬ 
lent  of  the  fully  paid  up  value 
In  1935:  £5.75:  my  grandmoth¬ 
ers  added  an  extra  El  35  in  the 
intervening  79  years. 

I  know  not  what  the  ravages 


of  inflation  have  been  since 
1935,  or  indeed  from  1899: 
what  1  do  know  is  that  the 
payments  of  the  premiums 
weekly  must  have  been  a  real 
sacrifice  when  my  grandmoth¬ 
er  was  widowed  in  1904  and 
had  three  children  to  bring  up. 
These  polices  were  intended  to 
pay  for  one’s  burial.  They 
were  not  a  good  buy-  Togeth¬ 
er.  these  two  policies  produced 
less  than  1  per  cent  of  what  it 
cost  to  bury  my  father  this 
year.  1  hope  your  predecessor 
did  not  recommend  diem  in 
1899  as  a  means  of  saving. 
Yours  faithfully. 

S.  J.  A  ROGERS. 

26  Barrack  Lane. 

The  Park.  Nottingham. 


majority  of  UK  voters.  The 
steadily  growing  export  sector 
is  voteless.  Mortgage  payers, 
shoppers  and  homeowners 
are  still  enfranchised. 

Political  worries.  Sir.  are 
directly  related  to  an  economic 
policy  which  appears  based  on 
making  the  weak  parts  of  the 
UK  economy  even  weaker.  In 
these  circumstances,  it  is  little 
surprise  that  the  pound  is 
falling  and  it  can  be  expected 
to  fall  further. 

Yours  faithfully. 

NICK  PARSONS. 

Head  of  Treasury  Advisory 
Group. 

Cottons  Centre. 

Cottons  Lana  SE1. 

From  Mr  Adrian  Cosker 
Sir.  Surely  the  element  of 
political  risk  that  may  be 
tending  to  weaken  sterling  is 
not  the  still  rather  remote 
possibility  of  a  Labour  land¬ 
slide  (as  Mr  Kaletsy  asserted 
in  his  column),  but  rather  the 
much  more  imminent  risk  of 
the  substantia]  income  tax  cuts 
the  present  Government  may 
fed  forced  to  introduce  in  its 
attempts  to  avert  just  such  a 
landslide. 

Yours  faithfully. 

ADRIAN  COSKER. 

Head  of  Economics. 

The  Knights  Templar  School, 
Park  Street, 

Baldock. 

Herts. 


Offer  real  car  value 

From  Mr  Michael  Mullen/ 
Sir.  Kevin  Eason  reported  that 
the  motor  industry  was  suffer¬ 
ing  a  lack  of  private  purchas¬ 
ers  for  their  products  (Feb¬ 
ruary  8).  He  attributed  this  ro 
fear  of  rising  interest  rates  on 
mortgage  payments. 

I  submit  that  that  is  only  part 
of  the  reason.  The  volume 
manufacturers  have  courted 
the  fleet  market  and  so  we.  who 


buy  our  own  cars,  have  sought 
recognition  and  lower  depred¬ 
ation  elsewhere.  Now  we  are 
realising  just  how  durable  our 
purchases  are  and  what  poor 

value  a  new  car  represents. 

What  American  would  even 
contemplate  paying  over 
$20,000  for  an  Escort  AND  a 
further  $600  for  its  delivety? 
Who  is  tempted  by  Nicole  and 
her  Papa,  street  lamps  that 
contort  into  hearts  or  Sinatra 
singing  "Something  Stupid" 


when  buying  a  car?  Only  a 
fool. 

If  the  trade  wants  us  to  buy 
its  products,  they  must  sell  the 
benefits  and  offer  real,  rather 
than  comparative,  value  for 
money.  Why  doesn't  one  of 
them  try  saying  “Its  reliable, 
folly  equipped,  goes  like  a  roc¬ 
ket  and  doesn’t  cost  a  bomb”. 
Yours  faithfully 
MICHAEL  MULLOY. 

Coxhill  House, 

West  Hougham.  Dover 


Share  options 
at  Seeboard 

From  the  Chairman , 
Seeboard 

Sir.  In  The  Times  of  February 
13,  under  the  headline  “Elec¬ 
tricity  chiefs  get  £72m  in  share 
deals",  your  reporter  stated 
that  a  study  had  shown  that 
“senior  directors  at  Seeboard, 
one  of  the  smallest  regional 
electricity  companies,  had  op¬ 
tions  valued  at  £7.7m".  This 
report  is  a  serious  misrepre¬ 
sentation  of  the  true  facts.  The 
total  value  of  share  options 
actually  covers  some  200  man¬ 
agers  and  staff,  and  not  sim¬ 
ply  the  company’s  executive 
directors.  Of  the  options  out¬ 
standing  at  March.  1994.  only 
approximately  one  fifth  relat¬ 
ed  to  executive  directors,  aver¬ 
aging  just  over  100.000  shares 
each. 

At  Seeboard,  we  believe  in 
the  value  of  share  ownership 
for  all  employees.  Our  staff 
have  taken  up  options  over 
some  nine  million  shares 
under  a  savings  related  share 
option  scheme  and,  in  addi¬ 
tion.  we  have  made  further 
opportunities  available  to  staff 
to  buy  shares  through  a 
“matching  offer"  scheme. 

I  should  also  emphasise  that 
all  matters  relating  to  share 
options  are  dealt  with  by  the 
company's  remuneration  com¬ 
mittee,  which  consists  entirely 
of  non-executive  directors-  1 
am  myself  a  non-executive, 
and  as  such  take  no  part  in 
share  option  schemes. 

Yours  faithfully. 

SIR  KEITH  STUART. 
Chairman. 

Seeboard  pic, 

Fbrest  Gate, 

Brighton  Road, 

Crawley.  West  Sussex. _ 

Letters  to  the 

Business  and  Finance 
section  of  The  Times 
can  be  sent  by  fax  on 
0171-7825112. 


With  a 

GUARANTEED 

40% 

RETURN 

General  Accident’s 
GUARANTEED  GROWTH  BOND 

Puts  your  savings  on  a  higher  plane 


When  you’ve  saved  hard  to  build  up  a  lump 
sum,  you  want  to  make  sure  that  your  money 
works  hard  to  deliver  the  highest  possible 
returns. 

Higher  yielding  investments  are  all  very  well, 
but  they  always  seem  so  risky.  And  if  there’s 
one  thing  you  cant  afford,  it’s  to  lose 
everything  on  promised  gains  that  never 
materialise. 

That's  why  we  have  created  the  Guaranteed 
Growth  Bond. 


ItU  give  you  a  minimum  growth  of  40%  after 
5  ife  years.  And  there  is  always  the  chance 
that  your  Guaranteed  Growth  Bond  will  yield 
substantially  more.  If  the  stock  market  rises 
over  the  6  Vs  year  period,  you'll  get  a  valuable 
cash  bonus  on  20%  of  your  capital. 

To  put  your  savings  on  a  higher  plane  all  we 
ask  is  that  you  invest  a  minimum  of  £2,500 
with  us. 

For  full  written  details,  call  os  now  on  the 
number  below,  or  return  the  coupon. 


OFFER  CLOSES  12th  APRIL  1995 


0500  100  200 

I  FBS5FCS7.  YC55C.  Y-:'-..  v.~1  15F 


Phase  send  me  delate  of  you- Guaranteed  Growth  Bond 

Mr/Mrs/MsslMs _ Forename(s) _ 

Address _ 


Surname . 


__  Postcode , 


Telephone 
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Royal  Insurance 
profit  soars 
to  record  £401m 

By  Sarah  Bagnall,  insurance  correspondent 


ADRIAN  BROOKS 


ROYAL  insurance,  the  com¬ 
posite  insurer,  yesterday  an¬ 
nounced  record  profits  of  £401 
million  for  1994  —  more  than 
double  the  previous  year’s 
result  of  £151  million. 

The  profit  for  the  year  to 
December  31  was  at  the  top 
end  of  market  expectations 
while  the  final  dividend  of  8p 
matched  City  forecasts.  The 
shares  rose  2p  to  274p. 

Total  premium  income  fell 
from  £5.1  billion  to  £4.S  billion 
and  investment  income  drop¬ 
ped  from  £511  million  to  £481 
million.  Richard  Gamble, 
chief  executive,  said:  “The 
achievement  of  a  record  profit 
is  a  welcome  start  to  1995." 

The  sharp  improvement  in 
pre-tax  profits  reflected  a  £236 
million  advance  in  worldwide 
general  insurance  profits  to 
£412  million.  At  the  group  un¬ 
derwriting  level,  the  insurer 
failed  to  return  to  the  black,  al¬ 
though  losses  were  cut  from 
£364  million  to  £91  million. 

Mr  Gamble  said  the  UK  ge¬ 


neral  insurance  operations 
achieved  an  outstanding  per¬ 
formance  with  a  £224  million 
improvement  in  the  profit  to 
£321  million.  Lower  claims  fre¬ 
quency  and  more  favourable 
weather  conditions  aided  the 
recovery  and  the  insurer  made 
an  UK  underwriting  profit  of 
£115  million,  compared  with  a 
£122  million  loss  last  time. 

All  the  insurer's  major  lines 
made  underwriting  profits, 
while  domestic  mortgage  in¬ 
demnity  losses  fell  to  £63 
million.  liability  losses  fell  to 
£40  million  and  reinsurance 
losses  to  £19  million. 

UK  life  profits  rose  £2 
million  to  E54  million  and  Mr 
Gamble  said  appropriate  pro¬ 
visions  had  been  made  to 
cover  any  possible  compensa¬ 
tion  payable  to  pension  hold¬ 
ers  as  a  result  of  die  Securities 
and  Investment  Board’s  pro¬ 
posals.  He  said:  "Royal  had 
only  a  very  small  share  of  die 
personal  pensions  market" 

In  the  UK  the  blot  on 


Royal’s  copybook  was  die 
estate  agency  chain  which  lost 
£21  million,  up  £5  miUion. 
This  loss,  made  against  a 
background  of  no  recovery  in 
the  residential  housing  mar¬ 
ket  was  due  to  branch  clo¬ 
sures  and  refurbishment 
costs. 

In  the  US,  profits  fell  from 
£28  million  to  £6  million, 
reflecting  reduced  general  in¬ 
surance  and  life  profits.  The 
general  result  suffered  from 
increased  weather-related 
losses,  and  profits  dropped 
from  £15  million  to  £9  million. 
The  US  life  operations  broke 
even  compared  with  £15  mil¬ 
lion  profit  last  time. 

Mr  Gamble  said:  "In  the 
recent  past  our  US  result  has 
underperformed  industry  av¬ 
erages.  It  is  now  beginning  to 
show  some  improvement" 

The  final  dividend,  payable 
on  May  5.  makes  a  total  of  I2p, 
up  from  7.5p.  The  dividend  is 
being  paid  out  of  earnings  of 
52.7p  a  share,  up  from  23p. 


Richard  Gamble,  chief  executive,  said  the  figures  were  a  welcome  start  to  1995 


BRITISH  GAS  PLC 
1994  ANNUAL  RESULTS 


Chairman’s  Statement: 

Results 

British  Gas  had  a  challenging  year  in  1994.  The 
current  cost  operating  profit  from  continuing  operations  for 
the  year,  before  exceptional  charges,  was  £i  063  million  for 
1994  compared  with  £1  196  million  for  1993.  The  profit 
for  the  financial  year  before  exceptional  charges  was 
£600  million  compared  with  £649  million  for  1993. 

Our  financial  performance  was  affected  by  a  number 
of  significant  factors.  The  weather  in  the  UK  during  1994 
was  significantly  warmer  than  the  average  over  the  past 
50  years,  which  affected  our  profit  materially.  The  weather 
benefit  in  the  first  nine  months  of  the  year  was  sharply- 
reversed  in  the  fourth  quarter  resulting  in  a  reduction  in 
operating  profit  for  the  year  of  £1 35  million  compared  with 

1993. 

In  the  UK  gas  business,  we  continued  to  lose  more 
market  share  in  the  industrial  and  commercial  markets  for 
gas,  principally  as  a  result  of  regulatory  restraints  on 
British  Gas’s  ability  to  compete  in  those  markets.  There  were 
no  price  increases  in  the  domestic  gas  market  during  the 
year  and  therefore,  in  real  terms,  prices  continued  to  fall. 

Net  interest  costs  fell  sharply  as  a  result  of  the 
reduction  in  net  borrowings  from  £4  449  million  at 
31  December  1993  to  £2  013  million,  reflecting  the  disposal 
of  Consumers  Gas  and  Bow  Valley,  coupled  with  tight 
control  over  expenditure.  Historical  cost  gearing  fell 
from  37%  to  21%.  local  capital  expenditure  for  1994  was 
£1  363  million,  compared  with  £1  828  million  for  1993. 

We  have  decided  to  make  some  additional  exceptional 
provisions  amounting  to  £195  million  which  will  be  charged 
to  1994's  earnings.  They  relate  primarily  to  the  need  for 
additional  foods  to  clean  contaminated  gas  manufacturing 
sites  in  the  UK  and  the  cost  of  vacating  properties  in  che 
London  area  as  we  move  most  of  our  employees  to  lower 
cost  sites  elsewhere. 

There  were  also  a  number  of  accounting  policy 
changes  (detailed  in  the  results). 

Taking  into  account  the  factors  in  1994  referred  to 
above,  and  recognising  that  the  major  savings  from  our 
restructuring  programme  will  begin  in  1995,  the  financial 
performance  for  1994  is  satisfactory. 

Business  Highlights 

Our  restructuring  programme  for  the  UK  Gas 
Business  is  moving  at  a  fast  pace.  The  major  overhaul  of 
ail  of  our  business  systems  and  practices  supported  by  new 
software,  che  relocation  and  consolidation  of  our  newly 
formed  business  units,  the  transfer  and  retraining  of  many 
of  our  employees  and  a  host  of  other  initiatives  are  all’ 
under  way.  The  scale  and  complexity  of  this  undertaking 
are  immense.  In  1994,  almost  10  000  of  our  employees 
chose  voluntary  redundancy  which  substantially  exceeded 
our  expectations  at  this  stage. 


British  Gas  is  facing  declining  market  share  in  the 
upper  tariff  market,  and  we  can  expect  intense  competition 
in  the  domestic  market  in  the  next  two  years.  Meanwhile,  we 
continue  to  face  tough  regulation.  To  succeed  we  must 
become  more  efficient.  We  are  re-engineering  our  activities 
to  drive  out  costs  and  at  the  same  rime  provide  the  best 
level  of  service  to  our  customers. 

Our  Exploration  Production  division  has  had  a 
good  year  and  past  investments  are  now  beginning  to  bear 
fruit.  A  rigorous  cost  reduction  programme  will  bring 
benefits  in  the  fiimre.  We  had  a  particularly  encouraging 
year  in  terms  of  international  exploration  success.  Our 
North  Morecambe  field  came  on  stream  in  1994  along  with 
the  first  full  year  of  production  from  the  Everest'  and 
Lomond  fields.  The  Mis  (car  field  in  Tunisia,  our  largest 
international  development,  is  due  to  come  into  production 
this  year.  Operating  profit  from  this  division  continues  to 
grow  as  a  percentage  of  British  Gas's  total  underlying 
operating  profit  (excluding  exceptionals  and  discontinued 
activities).  By  the  end  of  1994,  E  SC  P’s  contribution  had 
risen  to  28%. 

Highlights  from  our  Global  and  Power  Generation 
operations  include  increasing  our  stake  in  Natural  Gas 
Clearinghouse  in  che  US  to  39%,  the  scan  of  construction 
of  a  large  power  station  in  Malaysia  by  Gen  ting  Sanyen 
Power,  the  disposal  of  our  stake  in  Consumers  Gas,  and 
our  involvement  in  many  infrastructure  projects  in  South 
America. 

Regulatory  Developments 

The  consultative  process  about  pricing  proposals  for 
TransCo  was  completed  during  the  year  and,  while  che 
price  formula  is  tough,  we  are  getting  on  with  the  task  of 
delivering  an  acceptable  rate  of  return  to  shareholders 
while  maintaining  a  safe  and  viable  pipeline  system.  We 
welcome  Ofgas’s  removal,  albeit  temporarily,  of  the 
requirement  for  us  to  publish  price  schedules  in  the  firm 
contract  market  and  now  look  forward  to  the  early  removal 
of  ocher  constraints  in  this  market. 

The  Government’s  intention  to  go  forward  with 
legislation  enabling  che  introduction  of  competition  in  che 
domestic  gas  market  was  announced  in  the  Queen’s  speech 
in  November.  We  believe  that  the  Government  will 
enshrine  a  number  of  principles  in  the  legislation  CO  ensure 
that  obligations  will  be  equally  shared  by  all  competitors, 
and  chat  appropriate  safeguards  are  adopted  to  protect 
both  customers  and  shareholders.  We  frilly  support 
legislation  based  on  these  principles  and  hope  for  its  speedy 
enactment. 

Outlook 

We  are  committed  to  carrying  out  the  major 
restructuring  of  the  UK  Gas  Business  and  to  achieve 
annual  cost  reductions  in  excess  of  £600  million  a  year. 


These  savings  will  begin  to  impact  from  1995  onwards  and 
will  provide  us  with  stable  earnings  and  cash  flow  from  this 
important  pan  of  our  business.  Improvements  in  profits  and 
cash  flow  from  our  Exploration  &L  Production  business 
should  chen  enable  us  to  meet  our  dividend  aspirations.  The 
exploitation  of  our  skills  downstream  and  che  development 
of  opportunities  will  begin  to  build  the  platform  for  the 
longer  term. 

Dividend 

The  Board  has  decided  ro  maintain  the  dividend  for 
the  year  at  l4.5p  (1993  14.5p)  and  accordingly  is 
recommending  a  final  dividend  of  8.  Ip  (1993  8.1p). 

FBCHARD  V  GIORDANO  CHAIRMAN. 
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Year  ended  3)  December  1 

Current  cost 

Historical  cost 

Cm 

Em  | 

1994 

1993 

1994 

1993 

lm  I4M  IS 

Turnover 

9B08 

10  376 

9  698 

10  376 

Operating  costs 
excfcxJing  exceptional 

charges 

(8  516) 

(90181 

(8135) 

(8  601) 

Restruciwog  costs 

(106) 

(1  650) 

(105) 

(V6S0) 

Enwonmental  costs 

(90) 

(33) 

09) 

(33) 

Total  operating  costs 

(8  711) 

(10  701) 

(8  330) 

(10  284) 

Operating  profit/floss)  (if) 

987 

(325) 

1  368 

92 

Prafit/ftoss)  on 
or  d  nary  activities 

before  taxation 

818 

(569) 

1  245 

(215) 

Profit/Poss)  tor  the 

financial  period 

410 

(53J) 

737 

(180) 

EamtngsAloss]  per 

ordnary  share 

-  basic 

asp 

<12.3)p 

17.0p 

(«-Z)P 

-  adjusted  (iii) 

JXSp 

1S.1p 

21.4p 

23_2p 

Interim  dividend  per 

ordmary  share 

Mp 

Mp 

Mp 

6.4p 

Proposed  final 
dividend  per 
ordinary  share 

Mp 

a. ip 

&1p 

6-lp 

Total  dividend  per 

ordinary  share 

14Jp 

USp 

14.5p 

14.50 
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the  leading  international  gas  company 


Consumer  credit 

group  sees  size  , 
of  loans  increase 

By  Makhn  Barrow,  cm  news  editor 

revenues,  with  furthCT  cost 
savings  expected  as  the  next 
stage  of  rationalisation  gets 

underway-  ■  ‘‘  .  * 
Pre-tax  profits  of  the  insur¬ 
ance  division  increased  by 
£300.000  to  £11.1  miffian.  with 
contrasting  performances  by 
the  underwriting  and  broking 
companies.  Underwriting  pro¬ 
fits  increased  to  £12.9  million 
from  £11.9  million.  Written 
premiums  rose  to  £165.4  mil' 
lion  from  £139.4  million  and 
die  number  of  motor  pouity- 
holders  diinbed  to  800,000 
from  618,000. 

Losses  of  £700,000  at  Colon¬ 
nade  Insurance  Brokers  re¬ 
flected  development  costs  of 
the  new  telephone  broking 
operation.  Colonnade  Direct, 
established  in  .February  1994. 
The  high  street  branch  net¬ 
work  has  been  reduced  to  97 
branches  from  a  peak  of  122 
am)  a  provirion  of  ELI  miHionJfc 
has  been  made  far  farther  w 
restructuring. 

With  earnings  of  40.64p  a 
share,  rising  from  31.43p. 
there  is  a  final  dividend  of  14p 
a  share  (U-25p)  making  a  total 
of  20-5p  (16p). 


PROVIDENT  FINANCIAL, 
the  consumer  credit  group 
that  spedalises  in  weekly  col¬ 
lected  loans,  says  the  rize  of  its 
average  loans  is  rising  and 
more  customers  are  repaying 
on  time. 

In  the  year  to  December  31. 
die  company  increased  fix- 
able  profits  to  £81.1  million 
from  £62^  million  on  turnover 
up  to  £4453  million  from 
£39935  million-  Strong  reve¬ 
nue  and  profits  growth  was 
accompanied  by  reduced  cen¬ 
tral  costs  due  to  a  simplified 
group  structure. 

In  the  home  collected  credit 
division,  profits  advanced  28 
per  cent  to  £74.6  million. 
Credit  issued  rose  10  per  cent, 
compared  with  7  per  cent  in 
1993.  as  a  result  of  a  43  per 
cent  increase  in  the  number  of 
“good”  customers  and  a  small 
increase  in  the  size  of  the 
average  loan. 

Loan  quality  has  improved, 
with  collections  up  10  per  cent 
and  the  bad-debt  charge  rising 
to  £31.1  million  from  £29.7 
million,  an  increase  of  4.7  per 
cent.  Overheads  were  con¬ 
tained  in  spite  o£  toe  growth  in 


O’Reilly  to 
seek  bigger 
Argus  stake 

By  Our  City  Staff 


INDEPENDENT  Newspa¬ 
pers.  the  media  company 
based  in  Dublin  and  whose 
chairman  is  Tony  0*ReDy. 
proposes  to  increase  its 
shareholding  in  South  Afri¬ 
ca’s  Argus  Newspapers  from 
34.98  per  cent  to  60  per  cent 
The  company  is  offering  in¬ 
vestors  13  rand  a  share  for  up 
to  70  per  cent  of  the  outstand¬ 
ing  equity,  implying  a  maxi¬ 
mum  investment  of  K270 

million  (£54  million) 

Shareholders  may  elect  to 
sell  afi  their  shares  to  Inde¬ 
pendent  Newspapers,  which 
win  place  any  shares  acquired 
over  60  per  cent  of  the  issued 
equity  to  selected  Made  insti¬ 
tutions.  These  institutions  will 
be  offered  a  maximum  of  20 
percent 

The  moves  comes  a  year 
after  Independent  acquired  an 
initial  31  per  cent  of  Argus 
from  JCI  and  Anglo  American. 
This  stake  was  subsequently 
increased  to  34.98  per  cent 
through  market  purchases. 
The  value  of  Independents 
holding  in  Argus  will  rise  to 
more  than  R300  million  after 
its  proposed  buying  and  the 
placing  with  institutions. 

Independent  said  that  it  had 
no  intention  of  delisting  Argus 
shares  from  the  Johannesburg 
Stock  Exchange,  and  that  it 
would  ensure  that  the  spread 
of  shareholders  required  by 
tiie  exchange  is  maintained. 


AEA  to 
shed  400 
workers 

By  RossTieman 
INDUSTRIAL  CORRESPONDENT 

FOUR  hundred  workers  are 
to  lose  their  jobs  at  AEA 
Technology  as  preparations 
for  privatisation  gather  pace 
within  the  commercial  arm  of 
United  Kingdom  Atomic  En¬ 
ergy  Authority. 

Most  of  the  reductions,  from 
a  workforce  of  4.100  spread 
across  six  sites  nationwide, 
will  fall  upon  those  in  support 
functions,  leaving  the  core  of 
scientists  unscathed,  the 
group  said. 

The  streamlining  has  been 
initiated  by  Sir  Anthony 
Cleaver,  farmer  chief  of  IBM 
UK.  who  has  been  brought  in 
to  oversee  the  sale.  Sir  Antho- a. 
ny  is  campaigning  for  a  flota- 
tidn  this  autumn,  which  could 
raise  around  £250  million  for 
the  Treasury,  rather  than  a 
break-up  or  trade  sale. 

AEA  Technology,  which  con¬ 
centrates  on  providing  Tech¬ 
nical  assistance  to  the  nuclear 
and  process  plant  industries, 
leases  its  sites  from  the  AEA 
Government  Division-  This 
rump,  which  has  around  2,000 
staff;  and  liabilities  of  £3- £5 
billion  for  restoration  of  its 
contaminated  nudear  sites,  is 
to  remain  in  the  public  sector. 

The  Government  is  expected 
to  give  an  indication  of  its  pre¬ 
ferred  method  of  sale  next 
month,  when  the  Bill  to  enable 
the  sale  of  the  business  will 
receive  its  second  reading. 


Win  a  £6,000  PEP 


A  Personal  Equity  Plan  (PEP)  is  a  way  of  investing  money  out 
at  the  rea<±  of  the  tax  man  and  The  Times,  in  association 
with  TSB  Bank,  is  offering  you  the  chance  to  win  a  £6.000  PEP. 

Answer  the  questions  below,  collect  four  of  the  six  PEP  tokens 
which  are  appearing  each  day,  and  you  could  win  an  investment 
in  your  choice  of  three  TSB  unit  trusts: 

•  The  TSB  UK  Income  Fund  aims  to  provide  a  high-income 
return  with  the  potential  for  some  capital  growth  over  the  longer 
term,  from  investments  in  Britain; 

6  The  TSB  UK  Growth  Fund  invests  in  a  wide  range  of  UK 
ordinary  shares  and  aims  for  long-term  capital  growth; 

•  The  TSB  Worldwide  Growth  Fund  aims  for  long-term  capital 
P°w^1  f™?*  troad  spread  of  international  securities,  with  at 
least  haft  of  the  fund  invested  in  Europe. 

These  three  funds,  which  were  launched  in  November  1994. 
have  aft  ranked  m  the  top  quartile  of  their  particular  unit  trust 
sectors  over  the  past  three  months  * 

Boause  of  the  regulations  governing  PEPs.  winners  will  receive 
a  holding  in  the  tout  trust  of  their  choice.  Provided  they  are  eligi¬ 
ble,  they  will  be  able  to  convert  this  to  a  PEP  at  no  cost  either 

immediaiefy  or.  if  they  have  already  taken  out  a  PEP  this  year. 

alter  the  md  of  the  current  financial  year. 

A  PEP  investment  is  an  excellent  home  for  long-term  savings, 
witii  all  mcome  and  capital  growth  exempt  from  both  incometax 
andcapital  gams  tax.  Readers  can  obtain  foil  details  of  TSB 

PEPS  at  their  nearest  TSB  Bank  branch. 

How  to  cater  - - 

Collect  four  of  the  six  tokens 
which  are  appearing  this  week 
and  send  diem  on  a  postcard 
with  your  answos  plus  the  tie¬ 
breaker  by  March  1. 1995  to:  The 
Times  Win  a  PEP  Competition. 

Week  1, 16  Whitefriars  Street. 

EC88  2NG.  The  winner  vriU  be 
selected  from  all  correct  entries 

received  by  the 
doting  dale. 

*  Sourct  Mkiupal  ctia-CoeSer. 
income  not  reinvested. 
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|  PEP 

I  Token  6 


The  questions 


■fietaaker  in  no  mow  than  15  words,  explain  why  you  would  like  u 
£6,000 TSB  Personal  Equity  Flan, 


;r.  _ _ 
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AT&T  and 
Quadral 
out  of  Bull 
stake  bid 

From  Relter 

IN  PARIS 

AT&T,  the  American  lelc- 
communicarions  group, 
and  Quadral  ils  French 
partner,  made  a  last- 
minute  withdrawal  yester¬ 
day  from  negotiations  to 
take  a  stake  in  Bull  the 
French  state-owned  com¬ 
puter  maker. 

The  companies  blamed 
the  French  Government 
for  refusing  to  open  up  the 
telecommunications  mar¬ 
ket  before  its  planned  de¬ 
regulation  in  lySS. 

In  a  joint  statement  on 
the  last  day  of  the  second 
round  or  the  Govern¬ 
ment's  invitation  to  accept 
bids  from  groups  interest¬ 
ed  in  taking  at  least  10  per 
cent  of  loss-making  Bull 
the  companies  said:  “This 
prerequisite,  essential  for 
the  implementation  of  the 
strategy  proposed  by 
AT&T  and  Quadral.  is  not 
compatible  with  the  rime- 
table  set  by  the  authorities 
for  the  privatisation  of 
Bull." 

Quadra!  is  the  leading 
partner  with  51  per  cent  of 
a  joint  venture  with  AT&T. 
They  were  offering  to  pur¬ 
chase  40  per  cent  of  Bull. 

AT&T  previously  said  its 
interest  in  Bull  hinged  on 
its  ability  to  obtain  a 
telecommunications  li¬ 
cence  to  operate  in  the 
basic  telecommunications 
services  market  in  France. 
The  market  is  dominated 
by  France  Telecom,  a  17 
per  cent  shareholder  in 
Bull. 

The  sale  of  stakes  in 
Bull,  valued  at  about  $\2 
billion,  is  part  of  a  vast 
privatisation  programme 
unveiled  by  the  French 
Government  in  1993. 

NEC  of  Japan,  which 
has  a  4.4  per  cent  stake  in  i 
Bull,  has  said  it  is  willing  I 
to  raise  that  to  possibly 
more  than  10  per  cent. 
Other  candidates  reported 
to  have  put  in  offers  in¬ 
clude  Motorola.  Sequent 
of  America,  /PC  of  Singa¬ 
pore,  a  consortium  led  by 
Dassault  Electronique. 
and  IBM.  which  already 
owns  around  2  per  cent 
The  French  Govern¬ 
ment  said  it  wanted  to 
reduce  its  ownership  to 
under  50  per  cent  when  it 
first  solicited  offers  for 
Bull  m  December.  Includ¬ 
ing  France  Telecom’s 
stake,  its  holding  is  about 
93  per  cent  Government 
officials  bad  no  comment 
on  the  AT&T-Quadral 
announcement 
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The  F/A-18:  Lucas  hoped  to  win  a  contract  to  supply  electric  power  controls  for  the  US  Navy  's  new  generation  of  fighters 

Lucas  to  fight  US  ban 
over  defence  contracts 


By  Neil  Bennett.  deputy  business  editor 


LUCAS  Industries,  the  auio- 
moiivc  and  aerospace  group, 
says  it  will  vigorously  contest 
the  US  Defence  Department's 
decision  to  ban  it  from  all 
l  future  American  defence 
contracts. 

The  group  plans  io  appeal  lo 
the  Department  within  30 
days  m  the  hope  of  lifting  the 
ban.  A  Lucas  spokesman  de¬ 
scribed  the  action,  which  took 
the  group  by  surprise,  as 
unsustainable,  unsupportabie 
and  unjustifiable. 

The  Defence  Department 
has  imposed  the  ban  after 
Lucas's  admission  that  its 
Lucas  Western  subsidiary  ne¬ 
glected  quality  tests  and  falsi¬ 
fied  certificates  while  manu¬ 
facturing  a  vital  gearbox  for 
the  F/A-18  fighter  aircraft 
Last  month.  Lucas  paid  $18.5 
million  in  fines  and  costs  after 
admitting  to  falsifying  records 
following  a  year-long  criminal 
investigation. 

The  ban  comes  a  week  after 
talks  between  Lucas  and  the 
Defence  Department  over 
compensation  for  the  deficient 
gearboxes  collapsed.  The 
Navy  is  thought  to  be  demand¬ 
ing  up  to  £30  million  more  in 
compensation  than  Lucas  is 
prepared  to  offer.  Last  Octo¬ 
ber,  Lucas  set  aside  £87.6 
million  to  cover  the  cost  of 
settlement  and  reorganisa- 
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rion.  and  the  Navy  is  thought 
to  be  demanding  the  entire 
balance.  Lucas  however  hopes 
to  settle  for  a  similar  sum  to 
the  criminal  fine  it  suffered. 

A  Lucas  spokesman  de¬ 
scribed  the  ban  as  “a  negotiat¬ 
ing  tactic"  to  force  the 
company  to  recommence  the 
stalled  negotiations. 

Lucas  shares  slipped  8p  to 
I74p  after  news  of  the  ban.  but 
Lucas  stressed  that  its  US 
defence  activities  were  only  a 
small  part  of  the  group's 
operations,  and  the  two  busi¬ 
nesses  directly  involved  in  the 
civil  dispute  provide  less  than 
I  per  cent  of  the  group’s  E2.5 
billion  turnover. 

The  Defence  Department 


attacked  Lucas's  qualify 
record  when  it  imposed  the 
ban.  saying  that  the  Air 
Mounted  Airframe  Accessory 
Drives  fAMADsJ  remain  sub¬ 
standard.  The  AMADs  con¬ 
trol  all  electric  power  on  the 
plane  during  flight  and  any 
failure  could  force  the  plane  to 
crash  land. 

A  US  Navy  spokesman  said: 
"The  Navy  continues  to  be 
concerned  that  the  AMADs 
are  demonstrating  unsatisfac¬ 
tory  reliability  and  not  deliver¬ 
ing  value  for  money."  The 
Department  said  that  it  is 
developing  another  source  for 
die  AMADs. 

Lucas,  however,  defended 
the  qualify  record  of  its 


AMADs.  The  spokesman 
said:  "Independent  repons  say 
that  the  failure  rate  is  less  than 
specified  in  the  contracts  and 
they  are  operating  in  environ¬ 
ments  three  rimes  harsher 
than  they  are  designed  for.” 

Lucas  had  been  hoping  to 
win  a  contract  to  supply  the 
AMADs  on  the  US  Navy's 
new  generation  of  F/A-18 
fighters.  The  group  said  yes¬ 
terday  that  it  hopes  to  clear 
itself  before  the  orders  are 
placed.  The  Defence  Depart¬ 
ment  said  that  the  ban  would 
only  be  lifted  when  Lucas 
could  demonstrate  that  “they 
have  the  responsibility,  hones¬ 
ty  and  integrity  required  of  a 
government  contractor". 


VAT  debts 
of  £8I9m 
written  off 
in  a  year 

By  A  Correspondent 

CUSTOMS  and  Excise  wrote 
off  nearly  £819  million  in  VAT 
debts  in  one  year  largely 
because  of  the  recession,  a 
report  showed  yesterday. 

The  National  Audit  Office 
(NAO)  said  thar  £184  million 
was  written  off  in  1989  and 
that  the  sum  increased  each 
year,  reaching  £819  million  in 
1993,  covering  115.000  in¬ 
stances  of  VAT  and  VAT 
penalties.  Insolvency  was  the 
most  common  reason. 

"In  real  terms,  the  amount 
of  VAT  written  off  increased 
nearly  fourfold  between  1989 
and  1993."  the  NAO  said. 

Customs  and  Excise  writes 
off  VAT  debts  considered  irre¬ 
coverable  or  not  cost-effective 
to  pursue,  though  the  debt 
may  still  be  collected  later. 

"The  large  rise  in  amounts 
of  VAT  written  off  in  recent 
years  can  largely  be  attributed 
to  the  difficult  economic  cli¬ 
mate,'’  the  NAG  said.  “There 
is  no  evidence  to  suggest  Cus¬ 
toms  have  written  off  amounts 
which  at  the  time  of  write-off 
would  have  been  cost-effective 
to  pursue  further." 

The  NAO  found  regional 
variations,  and  noted:  "Be¬ 
tween  November  1993  and 
March  1994  ...  there  were 
significantly  more  wrhes-off 
in  London  and  Manchester, 
reflecting  the  higher  levels  of 
insolvency  among  traders  in 
those  areas." 

Dawn  Primarolo.  a  Labour  i 
Treasury  spokeswoman,  said: 
“This  is  public  money  that 
should  have  been  collected 
and  used  for  the  public  good. 
The  Government  must  accept 
fuff  responsibility  for  this 
waste  of  resources.” 

She  claimed  that  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  proposed  to  cut  the 
number  of  VAT  officers  when 
the  NAO  report  showed  that 
more  were  needed. 

“Instead  of  pursuing  non¬ 
payment  of  tax.  the  Govern¬ 
ment  imposed  VAT  on  domes¬ 
tic  fuel  which  would  not  have 
been  necessary  had  these 
monies  been  collected.”  she 
said. 


Float  will  value  SGI  at  £45m 


By  Philip  Pangalos 


SGI,  the  wire  products  and 
steel  reinforcing  bar  group, 
plans  to  join  the  stock  market 
next  month  through  a  placing 
and  intermediaries  offer  that 
will  raise  about  £30  million. 
£27  million  of  it  new  money. 

SGI,  formed  after  a  £56 
million  management  buy-in 
from  Transport  Development 
Group  in  1989.  will  be  capital¬ 
ised  at  about  £45  million. 

The  timing  of  the  1989  buy- 
in  from  TDG  was  poor  in  that 
SCI  had  to  bear  the  brunt  of 
the  recession  in  many  markets. 
The  company  has  now  been 
reshaped  and  its  markets  look 
healthier,  it  is  a  leading  suppli¬ 
er  of  wire  for  UK  supermarket 
trolleys,  though  its  wire  prod¬ 
ucts  span  spectacles,  bedding 
and  seating. 

SGI.  which  employs  more 
than  1.000  people  worldwide, 
reported  a  28  per  cent  rise  in 
operating  profits  to  £6  million 
in  the  year  to  December  31,  on 
turnover  ahead  21  per  cent  to 
£135  million. 

The  price  of  SGI  shares  will 
be  announced  on  March  8. 


with  dealings  due  on  March 
16.  JO  Hambro  Magan  is 
sponsor  and  financial  adviser. 
Smith  New  Court  is  broker 
and  underwriter  to  the  issue. 

Shares  in  Colleagues 
Group,  the  consumer  direct 
marketing  services  company, 
wDJ  be  priced  at  U5p.  capital¬ 
ising  it  at  £26  mfilion  when  it 
comes  to  the  market  next 
month.  The  placing,  spon¬ 
sored  by  NatWest  Markets, 
with  Panmure  Gordon  bro¬ 
ker.  will  raise  £8-2  million,  of 
which  £125  million  is  receiv¬ 
able  by  the  company.  DeaF 
ings  are  to  begin  on  March  2. 

In  the  year  to  December  31. 
Colleagues  lifted  pretax  profits 
to  £3.03  million  (12  million),  on 
turnover  of  £36.2  million  (£26.1 
million).  James  Robson  is 
chairman,  with  Andrew  Ben¬ 
nett  managing  director  and 
Robbie  Barrett  finance  director. 

Sun  Life  is  the  biggest  cust¬ 
omer.  accounting  for  about  71 
per  cent  of  last  year's  gross 
profit.  This  proportion  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  fall  to  57  percent  this 
year  and  to  decrease  thereafter. 


Colleagues:  Barrett,  left,  Bennett  and  Robson 


||  BUSINESS  ROUNDUP  j 

Mandela  to  consider 
future  of  finrand 

CHRISTOPHER  Liebenberg,  South  Africa’s  Finance  Minis¬ 
ter.  yesterday  said  he  would  consult  President  Mandela  and 
Chris  Stals.  Governor  of  the  Reserve  Bank,  before  making  a 
derision  about  the  abolition  of  the  financial  rand  (finrand). 
The  statement  came  as  the  commercial  rand  took  a  heavy 
pounding  on  the  Johannesburg  slock  exchange,  pushing  the 
discount  between  the  finrand  and  commercial  rand  to  a 
record  low  of  3.7  during  the  day.  prompting  Reserve  Bank 
intervention  to  bolster  the  local  currency. 

The  commercal  rand  started  at  R3.59  against  the  dollar  and 
reached  an  intraday  high  of  R3.6t>  before  intervention, 
ending  the  day  at  R3.60.  Dealers  said  the  Reserve  Bank  was 
forced  to  intervene  to  quell  rumours  of  an  imminent  abolition 
of  the  finrand.  Denials  by  the  Cabinet  that  abolition  had  been 
on  the  agenda  have  done  little  to  dampen  speculation.  In  spile 
of  the  low  discount,  most  dealers  felt  abolition  would  not  be 
market  determined,  but  required  a  political  derision. 

Towiy  holds  dividend 

TOWRY  LAW,  the  chain  of  independent  financial  advisers 
that  issued  a  profit  warning  last  November,  is  maintaining 
its  interim  dividend  at  1.5p.  in  spite  of  slumping  to  a  pre-tax 
loss  of  £1.14  million  in  the  six  months  to  December  31. 
compared  with  a  profit  of  £565.000  last  time.  Turnover  fell  to 
£936  million  from  £10.9  million  as  the  financial  services 
industry  encountered  “a  prolonged  period  of  difficulty". 
There  was  a  loss  of  5.4p  a  share,  against  earnings  of  1.9p  last 
time.  The  interim  dividend  will  be  paid  on  April  3.  The  shares 
firmed  Ip  to  7Sp.  compared  with  a  placing  price  of  I90p  when 
the  company  joined  the  market  in  November  1993. 

Multiyork  buyer  found 

A  BUYER  has  been  found  for  Multiyork,  the  East  Anglian 
furniture  maker  which  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  receivers 
earlier  this  week.  Grant  Thornton,  the  receiver,  has 
announced  thar  the  business  has  been  sold  to  Wade,  the 
Nottingham-based  furniture  company,  for  an  undisclosed 
sum.  The  company  employs  460  people  across  the  country  at 
40  showrooms  which  were  closed  on  Tuesday  when  the 
receiver  was  called  m.  Yesterday.  112  people  based  at  the 
company’s  premises  in  Brandon  and  Thetford  lost  their  jobs 
at  the  ailing  company  which  last  year  made  a  pre-tax  loss  of 
E2.7  million. 

EU  stands  by  Ruggiero 

THE  European  Union  will  not  withdraw  Kenaro  Ruggiero, 
former  Italian  Trade  Minister,  as  its  candidate  for  the  top  post 
at  the  World  Trade  Organisation,  rebuffing  calls  by  Booth 
Gardner.  US  trade  ambassador,  to  have  him  siep  down.  Peter 
Guilford,  spokesman  for  the  European  Commission,  said 
commissioners  dismissed  calls  for  all  three  candidates  to 
stand  down  for  a  compromise  choice.  Signor  Ruggiero  is 
vying  with  Carlos  Salinas  de  Gortari.  Mexico's  former 
President  and  Kim  Chulsu.  former  South  Korean  Trade 
M  inister.  The  US  backs  Senhor  Salinas,  who  received  28  votes 
in  an  internal  poll.  Signor  Ruggiero  got  57  and  Mr  Kim  20. 

Campbell  back  in  black 

CAMPBELL  &  ARMSTRONG,  the  shopfitter.  which 
incun-ed  losses  of  £23  million  in  1993,  returned  to  profit  in 
1994,  earning  £200.000  before  tax.  Earnings  were  1.4p  a 
share,  compared  with  losses  of  15.6p.  but  there  is  again  no 
dividend.  Ray  Chambers,  chairman,  said  that  the  reduction 
of  the  share  premium  account  in  1994  would  enable  the 
resumption  of  dividend  payments  out  of  future  profits  at  an 
earlier  date  than  would  otherwise  be  possible.  Turnover  rose 
to  £60.7  million,  from  £503  million,  giving  an  operating 
profit  of  £900.000,  against  losses  of  £1  million  previously. 

Sales  rise  at  Siemens 

SIEMENS,  the  German  electronics  group,  said  sales  and 
orders  rose  in  the  first  four  months  of  the  current  financial 
year  to  January  31.  They  were  up  8  per  cent  to  DM25.8 
billion,  against  the  same  period  of  the  previous  year,  and 
incoming  orders  rose  one  per  cent  to  DM29.6  billion.  The 
company  said  it  expected  its  1994-95  dividend  would  remain 
unchanged  at  DM13.  Siemens  gave  no  profit  figures  for  the 
four-month  period,  but  stuck  by  its  profit  forecast  of  DM2 
billion  before  extraordinary  items  in  the  year  starting 
October  1. 

Sidlaw  sells  off  jute 

SJDLAW  GROUP,  the  oil  services  and  packaging  company, 
has  severed  links  with  its  origins  in  the  jute  industry  in 
Scotland  with  the  disposal  of  Sidlaw  Textiles  to  J&F  Spinners, 
a  new  consortium,  for  about  £2.5  million.  The  business  being 
sold  comprises  jute  and  flax  spinning  and  textile  trading, 
with  attributable  assets  of  £534  million  and  profits  of 
£157,000  before  tax  in  the  last  financial  year.  Assets  relating 
to  the  face  yarn  business  of  Sidlaw  Textiles  has  been 
transferred  into  a  new  wholly  owned  subsidiary,  which  will 
trade  as  New  South  Mills. 


Ford  drives  into 
Vietnam  market 
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From  AP  in  hanoi 


FORD  joined  the  rush  into 
Vietnam's  tiny  automobile 
market  on  Thursday,  signing 
a  $102  million  agreement  to 
assemble  cars  and  trucks 
there. 

The  deal,  if  approved  by 
Vietnamese  authorities,  would 
make  Ford  the  first  US  car- 
maker  to  invest  in  the  country 
since  the  Vietnam  War  ended 
20  years  ago.  Ford  also  would 
become  the  biggest  American 
investor  in  Vietnam  since 
Washington  lifted  its  19-year 
economic  embargo  a  year  ago. 

Ford  signed  a  joint  venture 
agreement  with  Vietnam's 
Song  Cong  Diesel  to  assemble 
its  vehicles  from  imported  kits 
at  a  plant  to  be  built  35  miles 
east  of  Hanoi.  The  two  com¬ 
panies  hope  to  win  approval 
from  the  State  Committee  for 
Cooperation  and  Investment 
to  begin  work  on  the  facility  in 
April,  said  Bui  Van  LieL  the 
Vietnamese  partner's  director. 

Thomas  Coot  Ford's  direc¬ 
tor  of  international  business 
development,  said:  “We  have 
successfully  completed  a  joint 
feasibility  study  with  Song 
Cong.  We  are  optimistic  that 
the  government  will  approve 
our  application."  Mr  Cook 
declined  to  give  details  after 
the  private  signing  ceremony 


when  asked  to  name  the 
models  of  cars  and  pick-up 
trucks  to  be  built  by  the  new 
venture,  called  Ford  Vietnam. 

The  first  cars  should  roll  off 
the  assembly  fine  in  1997.  Mr 
Liet  said.  Ford  will  hold  a  75 
per  cent  share  in  the  venture, 
with  state-run  Song  Cong 
owning  the  remainder. 

Industry  analysts  say  the 
Vietnamese  bought  fewer  than 
4.000  new  cars  and  vehicles  of 
all  types  in  1994.  Foreign  car 
companies  are  betting  on  the 
long-term  potential  of  Viet¬ 
nam’s  72  million  consumers, 
but  some  investors  doubt  that 
the  country's  backward  econo¬ 
my  can  support  all  the 
attention. 

Germany's  Bayeriscbe  Mor- 
oren  Werke  assembled  its  first 
sedans  from  imported  kits  at  a 
Hanoi  factory  last  month. 
Japan's  Mitsubishi  started 
last  week  to  build  a  mini-van 
plant  near  Ho  Chi  Minh  City. 
Suzuki  of  Japan  plans  to  break- 
ground  for  a  similar  facility  in 
March,  while  Toyota.  .  the 
biggest  Japanese  carmaker, 
wants  to  invest  in  an  assembly 
plant  of  its  own. 

Chrysler,  one  of  Ford's  big¬ 
gest  rivals,  has  also  expressed 
strong  interest  in  assembling 
cars  in  Vietnam. 


CHARITY  COMMBSUN 
Chanty  of  Row  ElizoOein  Crtrnt 
lor  ■  Convolroconl  Home  for 
Poo r  Loom 

The  Commisdonen  propose  u> 
roaVr  a  Scheme  for  IWs  charily  A 
copy  of  the  draft  Scheme  chi  be 
von  al  THE  COURTYARD. 
ROTH  MG  COURT,  STEWWC. 
WEST  SUSSEX  BI*M  STM.  or 
obtained  by  kmm  a  oampod 
MdrmM  envelope  lo  WoodflHd 
HotM.  Tangier.  Tounlon.  Sotner- 
*eL  TAI  4BL  quoting  rrlrrmcr 
JM  2CS2SSA/«»T>  Com- 
merits  or  representation*  can  oe 
mad*  wllltln  one  month  from 
today  _ 


LEGAL  NOTICES 


ACT  E  SURVEYS  LIMITED. 
TRAVERS  MORGAN  INTERNA 
TONAL  HOLDINGS  LIMITED: 

TRAVERS  MORGAN  GROUP 
SERVICES  LIMITED. 
SAVOY  COMPETING  LIMITED. 

Ntmct  ts  HEREBY  GIVEN 
punuanl  lo  Strtuni  98  ot  the 
insolvency  An  1986.  ihai  Meet 
Ings  of  Ihe  Creditors  of  lire  above 
namrd  Companies  '•ill  bo  held  al 
l  Sunrr  Street.  London  WC2H 
WT  on  I  March  1906  al  10.30 
am.  to  AO  am  10.60  am  and 
I  IDO  am  respectively,  tor  the 
luiwn  ihHiiinieil  In  wiIihm 

99  lo  101  of  Uie  uM  Art. 

A  ILK  of  names  and  addrtan  of 
■tie  Companies  Creditors  will  be 
available  for  Inspection  free  of 
mam  al  k  Sunry  street.  London 
WC3H  2NT  between  IO  OP  am 
and  a  OO  pm  on  ihe  rwo  busum 
days  immedlairHy  before  the  day 
fixed  lor  the  Meeunps 
Creditors  wishing  to  vole  al  the 
Meetings  mini  lodge  i  unless 
attending  in  a  germnal  capacity's 
proxy  al  PO  Bn*  56.  1  Surrey 
Slreri.  London  WC2R  2NT  no 
later  tnpn  1 2  noon  on  m  Owl 
nes,  day  iwors  in*  day  fiver!  lor 
Ihe  Meetings.  Creditors  [mending 
Id  vole  al  uv  Meetings  mini  Inlor 
a  full  statement  of  arrounl  wlui 
moo-  proxies  Unless  mere  are 
ntrepflonaJ  rtrctimnance*.  a 
Creditor  wiu  not  be  mulled  lo 
vote  unless  a  claim  nos  been 
lodged  and  artmitind  for  voting 
purposes  Secured  Creditors 
nw.  unless  they  unndn  iheu 

security,  give  partlcviars  of  Ihetr 

security  and  Its  assessed  value  If 
tnry  wish  io  vote  at  Die  Meetings 
By  order  of  nw  Board 
CALAN  CRANE 

director  _ : 


COLIN  PHILIP  BOOTS'  .  in 
BANKRUPTCY 

TAKE  NOTICE  THAT  L  Dovtd 
John  Mason  of  Morton  Thorn! on 
A  Co.  Tomngron  House.  47 

Holywell  Hill.  St  Alban*.  Hem 

ALI  1  HD.  was  appointed  Trial  re 
of  Colin  PWdD  Booty  on  lath  Feb¬ 
ruary  199S  try  an  order  of  the 
Secretary  of  Starr 
DATED  lids  aah  day  of  Febru¬ 
ary  1996  _ 

D  J  MASON  TRUSTEE 


Computertdaae  Pic 
NOTES  IS  HEREBY  CTVEN 
pursuant  lo  Section  SB  of  the 
Inaolvmcy  Ad  19B6.  mot  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  creditors  of  the  above 
namrd  company  will  be  held  at 
the  offices  of  Leonard  Curtis  & 
Co.  situated  at  30  Eastbourne 
Terrace  iZnd  Flow  ■...Luiaton 
WS  6LF.  on  10th  March  1996  al 
1SOO  for  the  purpoar*  provided 
In  Section  9B  at  sea. 

A  IS)  of  iremes  and  addresos  of 
the  above  company's  creditors 
can  be  Insnecled  at  the  offices  of 
Leonard  Curtis  A  Co.  PO  Boa 
Art  30  Eastbourne  Terrace.  l2nd 
Floor  i.  London  W2  6LF.  between 
the  hours  of  lOOOam  to  4  OOpm 
on  the  iwb  a  manga  days  preced¬ 
ing  ine  Meeting  of  creduorv 
DATED  THIS  fist  February 
1996 

K  MMaa  ■  Director _ 

IN  THE  CLERKENWELL  COURT 
CASE  NO  I994-CK18187 
To  Prior  Henry  John  Alim, 
address  unVnewn 
TAKE  NOTICE  that  on  action 
has  been  commenced  pgotnst  you 
in  the  above  court  by  Sy  Jmg 
Cheng  of  26  Dresden  Road. 
London  N19  tor  sale  of  the  free¬ 
hold  InicreM  In  26  Dresden  Rood. 
London  and  an  order  has  been 
made  thal  the  pidattotlnn  of  a 
notice  of  the  entry  of  such  action 
in  The  Tnucs  newspaper  full  be 
deemed  wfnaenl  service  of  the 
proceeding  on  you. 

The  anion  wtu  be  heard  al  33 
Duncan  Terrace.  BPngCon.  NI  on 

Tuesday  21  Match  1996  at  2.30 
pm.  on  which  day  you  are  lo 
appear  and  If  you  do  not  appear 
either  In  person  or  by  your  sotjd- 
rar  al  ihe  nme  and  puce 
ahovemcntlonM.  such  order  Wtu 
be  made  an  the  ntun  Bditfes  tu* 
Doted  93rd  doy  of  February  i»6 
Messrs  Dole  &  Cote 
Buxton  Court 
3  West  Way 

Oxford  0X2  asz 
Ref  AJW 


Datonrx  Design  Limited 
Notice  Is  hereby  given  pursuant  to 
seen  on  98  of  the  tnsofvoncr  Acs 
1986  that  a  meeting  at  the  credi¬ 
tors  of  the  above-named  company 
win  be  held  at  Chartered  insur¬ 
ance  lnsmutr.  20  Aldermanbury. 
London  EC2V  7HY  on  3rd  March 
1996  at  2.10  pm  for  Ihe  purposes 
mentioned  In  Sedlons  99.  1  OO 
and  tOI  of  thr  udd  Acl.  A  lbs  cal 
me  names  and  addresses  of  Use 
company's  creditors  win  be  avail¬ 
able  i  or  inspection  free  «  marge 
ai  4th  Floor.  SI  Alonagr  House.  2 
Fore  Street.  London  ECZY  SDH 
Detsveeii  IO  am  and  6  pm  on  (he 
two  tuslosn  days  preceedtng  the 
date  of  nw  creditors  raoeung. 
Creditors  wishing  to  vote  at  Ihe 
meeting  mull  unless  they  ore  Indi 
vidua!  creditors  anendllto  a  per¬ 
son  lodge  tnrtr  proxies  al  4th 
Floor.  St  AlPhage  House.  2  Fore 
Street.  London  EC2Y  SDH  no 
later  than  12  noon  on  2nd  March 
1996.  Unless  there  are  excep¬ 
tional  circumstances,  a  creditor 
win  not  be  entitled  la  voir  unless 
ms  proof  nas  been  looped  and 
aamming  foe  voting  purposes 
wnlM  proofs  may  be  lodged  M 
any  nme  before  voting 
commences,  errduors  Intending 
to  vole  o*  the  meeting  ore 
requested  to  send  them  with  their 
proxies.  Unless  they  surrender 
their  security,  secured  creditors 
must  give  particulars  of  their 
security  and  Its  value  rf  they  whh 
to  cote  a a  the  meeting. 

Doted  this  the  16/2/1996 
P  N  King  CTree!  or _ 


Notice  of  Appointment  of 
Administrators 
Discovery  Cruses  Limited 
flcrtalered  number:  27m*» 
Trading  nanwMsr.  Voyages  of 
Discovery 
Discovery  Cruises 
Discovery  Explorer 
Nature  of  business  Tote 

Operator 

Trade  cjaartficauon:  32 
Dole  of  appomtmrni  of  Admin 
tar  aloes;  30  Jammy  1995 
Appointment  by  Order  of  Ihe 

Hupi  Court  ot  Justice. 

Chancery  {Mvcuen 
Raymond  Hoctdng  and 

Anthony  Refer  Suppcnlanr 
■total  AdtataWratan 
*ot flee  holder  noon  S322  and 

2703) 

Address  ADO  Stoy  Hayward 
S  Bofcer  Street 

London 

W1M  IDA _ 


CXCAUBID  PROMOTIONS 
LIMITED 

NOTICE  IS.  HEREBY  CRVEN 
pursuant  to  Section  96  of  the 
Insolvency  Art  1906.  that  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  Ihe  creditors  of  the  above 
named  company  win  be  held  al 
the  office?  ot  Leonard  Curtis  & 
Co.  stlualed  at  30  Eartboum* 
Terrace  i2nd  Fteon  .  London 
W2  6LF.  on  14th  March  199S  at 
12  DO  lor  U>r  purposes  provided 
in  Section  98  el  sea. 

A  U  of  sunn  ana  amimn  of 
the  above  company's  creditors 
can  be  Imported  al  the  offices  of 
Leonard  Curtis  A  Co.  PO  Box 
663.  3D  Eastbourne  Terrace  i2nd 

Floor  I  London  W9  6LF.  botwon 

Ihe  noun  of  lOOOaon  to  4  oopm 
on  me  two  busiiut  days  peered 
tng  Uie  Meeting  of  Creditors. 
DATED  TthS  21st  February 
1996 

Spencer  James  Laynumd 
Director 


EUROTEC  LIMITED 
NOTICE  IS  HEREBY  OVEN 
pursuant  to  Section  99  of  Ihe 
insolvency  Art  19B6.  uinr  a  moei 
tng  of  the  creditors  of  Use  above 
named  company  wui  oe  held  at 
Use  of  flees  of  Leonard  Curtis  6 
Co.  imialed  al  30  Eastbourne 
Terraco.  (Aid  Floor!  London 
WJ  6LF.  on  3rd  March  1993  al 
12.00  tor  Uie  purposes  provided 
in  Section  9S  at  sea 
A  list  of  names  and  adtoessos  of 
the  above  company's  creditors 
ran  nr  inspected  as  me  otneos  or 
Leonard  Curtis  6  Co.  p  O.  Box 
683.  SO  Eastbourne  Terrace  (2nd 
Moon  London  W2  6LF.  between 
the  hours  of  IO  Odom  lo  4  oopm 
on  Ihe  Iwu  bmlness  days  preced 
ina  the  Meeting  at  Creditors. 
DATED  TUB  2ISI  February 
1996 

Alan  French  Director 


NOTICE  OF  696  MEETING  OF 
CREDITORS 

LAMBERT  BROTHERS  lUNOFR- 
WRITING  AOENCIES)  limited 
Principal  Trading  Address:  SL 
Clare  House.  30-33  Mtnorles. 
London.  EC3N  1DD 
company  Number  936695 
NOTICE  tS  HEREBY  GIVEN, 
pursuant  to  flecutm  90  of  the 
insolvency  Art  1986.  that  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  creditors  of  the  above- 
named  company  will  be  held 

al  IO  16  a. in 

on  2  March.  1995 
al  Cedric  House.  M  Earn  Harding 
Street.  London  EC4A  3A B 
tor  ihe  purposes  mentioned  In 
Sections  99  to  lOI  of  Ihe  Insol¬ 
vency  Art  1966 

A  lea  of  names  and  addresses  of 
the  company's  creditors  win  be 
available  for  inspection  free  of 
charge  al  Touche  Ron  i  Co  d 
PO  Box  BIO.  Cediir  Home.  8-9 
E art  Harding  Street.  London 
EG4A  3  AS  during  the  I  wo  bu«- 
nm  nays  pneedtag  (he  above 
meed  no 

Deled  20  February.  1996 
BY  ORDER  OF  THE  BOARD 
DJP.  EVE 

Harrow  Mechanical  Services 
Limited 

Rendered  N umbe,  1366087 

Trading  Name  Harrows  Meehan- 
leal  Services  Limned. 

Nature  at  Busiwn 

Hoadng/Ventuaaon  System 

Bnul'n. 

Trade  caasunranon.  27 
□oie  of  Apgotnlmant  of  Admims- 
trallve  Recstverui  17  February 
1995 

Name  of  person  appointing  the 

Administrative  RocrtveiTsi. 

Barclays  Bonk  ate 

Tyne  of  Security:  Mortage 

Debenture. 

Dale  of  Security.  21/10/96. 
Names  or  peroora  oppofnied  LA 
Manntae  and  D  J  ButtdK  both  of 
Buchler  Phillips  84  Grasvsnor 
Street  London  W1X  9DF.  lOCDce 
Holder  Nos-  6477  and  31541 


TO  PLACE  NOTICES  FOR  THIS  SECTION 

PLEASE  TELEPHONE 

071-782  7344 
OR 

FAX:  071-782  7827 

Notices  an  subject  Is  cmfliitaattan  and  should  be 
received  by  2.30pm  two  days  prior  id  Insertion. 
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SO  37T»B|t  K  Brit 
1574  1050  MOW 
1458  10C  W«der;IW 
f{4  75  Sn/slfM 

360*.  223  Start  CM 
391  197  TStt 

1012  569  ITOn  5G 

£105  B612liWtfc  fep 
20  194  WW9* 

30  203  »Siu»t 


YU 

*/-  *  « 


214  4  I 
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62 
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BREWERIES 
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BUILDING  &  CONSTRUCT 
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ire  Poycno  175 
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r;  r.sr^jsc  41, 
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»  112  wap*?  E  123 


BUILDING  MATERIALS 
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154  128  Bi  Ikedgnp 

409  321  CRH 
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114  89  Dim  USJtt 

97  63  [ys»  ■« 

IT.  4*i&Sw  HMS 


88  46  HemMnt 

152*.  63*'HM&  UIA 

473  2(7  HendWta 

IN  67  Mock 
34  1C  Man 
170  94  LflkTO 

PttV  727  toiet 
155  124  MKfttfCt 

569  3(4  Merer  H 

196  14G  Nam  lifts 

212*.  76  Hoorn 

20  9  Pboentt  TteftB 

208  143  PUEplin 

IBS  IS  PDtafn 
1079  805  BMTOp 

40  9  taw 

Ml  415  Mtert 
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X  21  ludn 
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314  ... 
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300 
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17  . 
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350 
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TO  10  Coma? 


DISTRIBUTORS 


51  127 
1  42  132 

..  37  143 
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29  14.1 

.  39  117 
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DIVERSIFIED  INDUSTRIALS 
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ENGINEERING 
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Equities  and  bonds  bounce  back 

TRADING  PERIOD:  Settlement  takes  place  ten  business  days  after  the  day  of  trade.  Changes  are  calculated  on 
the  previous  day’s  close,  but  adjustments  are  made  when  a  stock  is  ex-dividend.  Changes,  yields  ana 
price/eamings  ratios  are  based  on  middle  prices. 
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Queen’s  Bench  Division 

Pressure  group  has  no 


Law  Report  February  24 1995 

direct  interest 


the  TIMES  FRIDAY  FEBRUARY  24 1995 

niippn’s  Bench  Division 


Resina  v  Broadcasting  Com¬ 
plaints  Commission.  Ex  parte 
British  Broadcasting 
Corporation  - 

Before  Mr  Justice  Brooke 
JJudgmoit  February  22] 

The  Broadcasting  Complaints 
Commission  had  no  jurisdiction  to 
enlerain  a  complaint  from  the 
National  Council  for  One  Parent 
Families  about  the  Panorama  pro¬ 
gramme  Babies  on  Benefit  shown 
on  BBC!  television  on  September 
20. 1993.  u  , 

The  council  was  not  capable  of 
being  a  person  with  a  direct 
interest  in  the  parts  of  the  pro¬ 
gramme  in  which  the  complaints 
commission  found  the  BBC  had 
treated  13  million  lone  parents 
unfairly- 

Mr  Justice  Brooke  so  held  in  the 
Queen's  Bench  Division  granting 
the  British  Broadcasting  Corpora¬ 
tion  a  declaration  to  that  effect  on 
their  application  for  judicial  re¬ 
view  of  the  Broadcasting  Com¬ 
plaints  Commission's  adjudication 
on  the  programme. 

Section  143  of  the  Broadcasting 
Act  1990  provides:  “(1)  the 
function  of  the  Broadcasting  Com¬ 
plaints  Commission  shall  be  to 
consider  and  adjudicate  upon  com¬ 
plain  is  of  —  (a)  unjust  or  unfair 
treatment  in  programmes. .  ." 

Section  144  provides:  “(7)  The 
Broadcasting  Complaints  Com¬ 
mission  may  refused  to  entertain 
_  (a)  a  complaint  of  unjust  or 
unfair  treatment  if  the  person 
named  as  the  person  affected  was 
not  himself  the  subject  of  the 
treatment  complained  of  and  it 
appears  fo  the  Broadcasting  Com¬ 
plaints  Commission  that  he  did  not 
have  a  sufficiently  direct  interest  in 
the  subject  matter  of  that  treatment 
to  justify  the  making  of  the 
complaint  with  him  as  the  person 
affected. .  ." 

Section  150  provides:  “...the 
person  affected  —  (a)  in  relation  to 
any  such  unjust  or  unfair  treat¬ 
ment  as  is  mentioned  m  section 
143(1).  means  a  participant  in  the 
programme  in  question  who  was 
the  subject  of  that  treatment  or  a 
person  who.  whether  such  a 
participant  or  not.  had  a  direct 
interest  in  the  subject-matter  of  the 
treatment. . ." 


Mr  Michael  Betoff,  QC  and 
Miss  Heather  Rogers  for  the  BBC: 
Mr  David  Panrnck.  QC  and  Mr 
Javan  Herberg  for  the 
commission. 

MR  JUSTICE  BROOKE  said 
the  programme  dealt  with  single 
mothers  under  25.  the  fastest 
growing  group  of  tone  parents. 
About  17  per  cent  of  the  families  on 
the  St  Mellons  housing  estate 
outside  Cardiff,  were  lone-parent 
families.  One  part  of  the  estate 
contained  a  much  higher 
concentration  of  lone-  parent  fam¬ 
ilies. 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  Wales. 
Mr  John  Redwood,  had  said  after 
visiting  that  part  of  the  estate:  “I 
was  told  there  aren't  many  fathers 
around  here.  In  lhai  community 
people  had  begun  to  accept  that 
babies  just  happened  and  there 
was  no  presumption  in  favour  of 
two  adults  creating  a  loving  family 
background  for  their  children.” 

The  speech  had  sparked  political 
debate,  leading  among  other 
things  to  the  programme  which 
the  National  Council  for  One 
Parent  Families  maintained  had 
been  used  at  the  1993  Conservative 
Party  conference  to  justify  govern¬ 
ment  plans  to  deny  public  access  to 
housing  for  all  lone  parents.' 

The  council  had  submitted  a 
formal  complaint  to  the  Broadcast¬ 
ing  Complaints  Commission  about 
the  programme.  Ms  Sue  Slipman, 
the  council's  director,  said  that  had 
been  done  because  the  programme 
had  buflt  up  a  false  picture  of  lone 
parents  by  using  misleading  and. 
in  one  instance  totally  false, 
information. 

In  the  council's  view  the  pro¬ 
gramme's  thesis  was  that  women 
got  pregnant  in  the  expectation  of 
state  support,  and  its  conclusion 
that  if  you  took  away  the  benefits 
the  babies  would  not  be  bom. 

The  council  had  complained 
because  people  in  the  government 
were  at  that  time  considering  what 
to  do  about  the  growth  in  the 
numbers  of  lone  parents  and  h  felt 
the  lone  parents  it  represented 
would  suffer  materially  if  the 
record  was  not  set  straight 

The  constitution  and  functions  of 
the  complaints  commission  were 
set  out  in  Part  V  of  and  Schedule  13 
to  the  Broadcasting  Act  1990.  Its 


Setting  aside  gift 
of  property 


Langton  v  Langton  and 
Another 

Before  Mr  A.  W.  H.  Charles.  QC 
(Judgment  November  241 
The  equiiable  doctrine  relating  to 
unconscionable  bargains  did  not 
apply  to  gifts  the  validity  of  which 
should  be  decided  by  reference  to 
the  law  on  actual  or  presumed 
undue  influence  or  equitable  fraud 
other  than  “unconscionable 
bargain”. 

Mr  A.  W.  H.  Charles,  sitting  as  a 
deputy  High  Court  judge,  so  stated 
in  a  reserved  judgment  in  the 
Chancery  Division  setting  aside  a 
transfer  by  way  of  gift  by  the 
plaintiff  of  his  property  to  the 
defendants,  his  son  and  daughter 
in  law. 

Mr  Jonathan  Watt- Pringle  for 
the  plaintiff;  Mr  Edmund  Cullen 
for  the  defendants. 

HIS  LORDSHIP  found  that  on 
the  facts  of  the  case  the  deed  of  gift 
was  procured  by  the  actual  undue 
influence  of  the  defendants,  alter¬ 
natively  on  the  ground  of  pre¬ 
sumed  undue  influence,  and 
should  be  set  aside. 

It  was  therefore  strictly  un¬ 
necessary  to  consider  a  further 
ground  for  setting  aside  the  trans¬ 
action.  namely,  that  it  was  an 
unconscionable  bargain,  that  is.  a 
purchase  from  a  poor  and  ignorant 
vendor  at  a  considerable  under¬ 
value.  where  the  vendor  acted 
without  independent  advice,  un¬ 
less  the  purchaser  satisfied  the 
court  (hat  the  transaction  was  fair, 
just  and  reasonable. 

The  law  as  to  the  setting  aside  of 
transactions  for  undue  influence 
also  applied  to  gifts  and  other 
transactions:  see,  for  example. 
Snell  Principles  of  Equity  (23th 
edition  (1990)  p551). 

Snell  further  stated  (at  p559]  in 


function  included  considering  and 
adjudicating  upon  complaints  of 
unjust  or  unfair  treatment  in 
television  programmes  broadcast 
by  the  BBC 

It  was  common  ground  that  the 
council  was  not  a  participant  so  it 
only  had  locus  standi  to  make  a 
complaint  if  h  could  properly  be 
said  to  be  a  person  affected,  in  the 
sense  that  it  had  a  direct  interest  fo 
the  subject-matter  of  the  unjust  or 
unfair  treatment  of  which  it 
complained. 

The  BBC  had  indicated  that  it 
took  a  full  role  in  contesting  the 
complaint  on  its  merits  while 
reserving  the  right  to  contend  that 
the  commission  In  any  event  had 
no  jurisdiction  to  entertain  it 

The  complaint  identified  four 
matters  which  the  council  said 
were  factually  inaccurate  and 
misleading  and  five  other  matters 
of  complaint.  The  commission  had 
dismissed  the  final  complaint  in 
tie  Gist  category  and  the  third 
complaint  in  the  second  category. 

His  Lordship  set  out  the  com¬ 
plaints  in  detail  and  reviewed  the 
authorities  on  the  proper  meaning 
of  die  expression  “direct  interest" 
which  indicated  that  the  term  bad 
a  personal,  limited  and  specific 
nature. 

He  also  took  into  account  the 
terms  of  article  10  of  the  European 
Conventual  on  Human  Rights  and 
the  parliamentary  and  p re-par¬ 
liamentary  history  of  Part  V  of  the 
1990  ACL 

There  was  no  evidence  in  that 
material  that  Parliament  intended 
to  give  the  commission  a  jurisdic¬ 
tion  broad  enough  to  encompass 
complaints  by  national  bodies 
concerning  the  treatment  of  hun¬ 
dreds  of  thousands  of  people 
whom  it  purported  go  represent,  or 
that  the  words  "direct  interest” 
should  be  interpreted  to  have  such 
a  wide  effect. 

Mr  Pannicfc  had  relied  heavily 
on  two  cases,  R  v  Broadcasting 
Complaints  Commission.  Ex  parte 
Granada  Television  Ltd  (Hie 
Times  December  16, 1994)  and  R  v 
Broadcasting  Complaints  Com¬ 
mission,  Ex  parte  Channel  Four 
Television  Corporation  (The 
Times  January  4. 1995). 

The  first  case  helpfully  illu- 
mi  noted  the  wide  discretion  which 


Parliament  intended  the  com¬ 
mission  go  possess  when  determin¬ 
ing  questions  which  lay  within  its 
jurisdiction. 

In  the  Channel  Four  case  Mr 
Justice  Schiemann  had  held  that 
the  concept  of  “direct  interest"  in 
section  150  of  the  1990  Act  was  a 
broad  one. 

In  the  instant  case,  the  com¬ 
mission  had  hdd,  in  effect  as  a 
matter  of  law,  that  the  council  was 
capable  of  being  a  person  who  had 
a  direct  interest  in  the  parts  of  die 
Panorama  programme  in  which 
the  BBC  was  said  to  have  treated 
O  million  lone  parents  unfairly.  It 
had  gone  on  to  find  as  a  matter  of 
fact  or  mixed  law  and  fact,  that  it 
was  such  a  person. 

In  his  Lordship's  judgment  the 
commission  had  misdirected  itself 
in  law.  The  council's  interest  in  the 
subject  matter  of  the  allegedly 
unfair  treatment  was  palpably  an 
indirect  interest. 

It  could,  of  course,  have  been 
expressly  authorised  by  any  of  the 
tone  parents  represented  on  the 
programme  to  complain  on  their 
behalf,  and.  of  course,  they  individ¬ 
ually  had  the  necessary  direct 
interest  to  complain  in  their  own 
right.  But  that  was  not  the  way  the 
council  had  put  itself  forward  and 
the  commission  was  wrong  in  law 
to  entertain  die  complaint. 

If  Parliament  wished  to  give 
interest  groups  locus  standi  to 
make  complaints  on  behalf  of 
identifiable  individuals  or  groups 
of  individuals  in  circumstances 
where  their  interest  was  only  an 
indirect  one.  then  in  any  amend¬ 
ment  of  the  legislation  it  might  of 
course  provide  for  that  in  express 
terms. 

But  his  Lordship  found  it  hard  to 
conceive  that  any  parliamentary 
language,  consistent  with  this 
country's  international  obligations 
under  the  European  Convention 
on  Human  Rights,  could  embrace 
the  legitimate  bringing  of  com¬ 
plaint  on  behalf  of  over  a  million 
individuals  who  were  unidentifi¬ 
able  save  that  they  were  one- 
parent  families,  other  than  in  the 
most  exceptional  circumstances, 
where  a  breach  of  the  criminal  law 
would  also  probably  be  involved. 

His  Lordship  certainly  did  not 
consider  that  it  was  Parliament's 
intention  to  permit  such  com¬ 


plaints  to  be  brought  when  it 
enacted  the  statutory  predecessor 
of  the  Part  V  of  the  1990  Act. 

The  commission  lacked  jurisdic¬ 
tion  to  entertain  the  complaint. 
There  was  no  evidence  to  indicate 
thaL  the  BBC  had  unequivocally 
accepted  the  commission's  juris¬ 
diction  even  if  it  was  possible, 
which  it  was  not  to  confer  statu¬ 
tory  jurisdiction  fry  consent. 

Because  his  Lordship  considered 
that  Parliament  did  not  intend  the 
commission  to  inquire  into 
whether  a  television  programme 
treated  13  million  people  unfairly 
or  unjustly,  he  could  see  no  merit 
in  attempting  to  determine 
whether  on  the  alternative 
assumption  that  ii  did  possess 
such  jurisdiction  ii  reached  conclu¬ 
sions  which  were  irrational  in  the 
Wednesbury  sense:  see  Associated 
Provincial  Picture  Houses  Ltd  v 
Wednesburv  Corporation  ([1948]  I 

KB  223). 

He  had  not  heard  full  argument 
on  the  issue,  but  was  impressed  fry 
the  care  and  thoughtfulness  with 
which  the  commission  approached 
its  virtually  impossible  task  and  ir 
would  have  ban  very  difficult  to 
persuade  him  that  its  judgment 
was  perverse. 

The  BBC  had  its  own  internal 
checks  and  balances  in  relation  to 
matters  such  as  these  canvassed  in 
the  litigation. 

The  Governors  of  the  BBC 
regarded  themselves  as  trustees 
for  the  public  interest,  were 
committed  by  resolution  to 
impartiality  and  had  authorised 
the  publication  of  producers' 
guidelines  setting  out  what  the 
BBC  regarded  as  proper  editorial 
practices  which  dealt  extensively 
with  matters  of  fairness,  balance 
and  impartiality.  It  was  a  require¬ 
ment  on  all  programme  makers  to 
observe  the  guidelines. 

His  Lordship  did  not  wish  the 
judgment  to  be  understood  as 
meaning  that  those  who  collec¬ 
tively.  as  opposed  to  individually, 
were  aggrieved  by  what  they 
regard  as  biased,  unbalanced 
representations  of  contemporary 
issues  had  no  right  of  complaint  at 
all. 

Solicitors:  Mr  E.  J.  W.  Strafford. 
Shepherd's  Bush;  Gregory 
Rowdiffe  &  Milners. 


Prison  officer’s  wife  on  jury 


relation  to  the  equitable  doctrineof 
unconscionable  bargains  “A  forti¬ 
ori.  the  jurisdiction  must  extend  to 
the  setting  aside  of  gifts."  With 
some  diffidence,  his  Lordship 
disagreed. 

If  die  doctrine  applied  to  gifts  it 
would  mean  that  in  the  case  of  all 
gifts  by  poor  and  ignorant'  persons 
without  independent  legal  advice 
die  onus  of  proving  that  the  gift 
was  fair,  just  and  reasonable 
would  be  placed  upon  the 
recipient. 

In  his  Lordship's  judgment  that 
would  be  a  surprising  result  and 
one  that  did  not  fit  readily  with  (i) 
the  classification  of  undue  in¬ 
fluence  in  Barclays  Bank  v  O’Brien 
(11994]  l  AC  180)  which  related  to 
gifts  and  other  transactions  and  (ii) 
AUcard  v  Skinner  ((1887)  36  Ch  D 
145)  in  relation  to  gifts,  cited  with 
approval  in  National  Westminster 
Bank  v  Morgan  Q1985]  AC  686, 
705-706). 

Further,  the  description  “fair, 
just  and  reasonable"  was  a  phrase 
that  obviously  applied  to  bargains 
but  not  to  gifts-  In  deciding 
whether  a  gift  was  un¬ 
conscionable.  equity  would,  as  it 
did  in  the  undue  influence  cases, 
look  to  whether  the  donor  made  it 
of  his  own  free  will  and  thus  to 
whether  the  circumstances  in 
which  the  gift  was  made  rather 
than  the  gift  itself,  were  fair  just 
and  reasonable. 

In  his  Lordship’s  judgment,  the 
rationale  behind  the  development 
of  the  doctrine  of  unconscionable 
bargains  did  not  apply  to  a  gift 
whicb  was  a  different  type  of 
disposition  and  one  where  the 
donor  was  by  definition  not  seek¬ 
ing  a  return. 

Solicitors:  Griffin  Smith.  Brigh¬ 
ton:  Farrington  &  Whiting, 
Brighton. 


Regina  v  Wilson 
Regina  v  Sprason 
Before  Lord  Justice  Russell.  Mr 
Justice  Turner  and  Mr  Justice 
Hooper 

{Judgment  February  16{ 

Where  the  wife  of  a  prison  officer 
employed  at  the  prison  where  the 
defendants  were  held  on  remand 
served  on  the  jury  at  their  trial 
there  was  a  real  danger  of  bias. 

The  Court  of  Appeal.  Criminal 
Division,  so  held  in  allowing  an 
appeal  by  Leonard  Miller  Wilson 
and  David  William  Sprason 
against  their  convictions  in  May 
1994  at  Exeter  Crown  Court  pudge 
Neville  and  a  jury)  of  robbery  for 
which  they  were  sentenced  to  nine 
and  eight  years  imprisonment 
respectively. 

Mr  Robert  Juckes,  assigned  by 
tiie  Registrar  of  Criminal  Appeals, 
for  Wilson:  Mr  Christopher 
Millington,  assigned  by  the  Reg¬ 
istrar  of  Criminal  Appeals,  for 
Sprason:  Mr  Geoffrey  Mercer  for 
the  Crown. 

LORD  JUSTICE  RUSSELL, 
giving  the  judgment  of  the  court, 
said  that  the  appellants  were 
arrested  and  held  on  remand  at 
Exeter  prison  pending  their  trial 


on  a  charge  of  robbery.  A  Mr 
Roberts,  a  prison  officer  employed 
at  tile  prison  for  over  20  years,  was 
catering  officer  and  came  into  dose 
contact  with  Sprason  and  Wilson 
during  the  remand  period  while 
each  was  employed  in  the  kitchen 
of  the  prison. 

Mr  Roberts'  wife  received  a 
summons  for  jury  service  and 
returned  the  form  asking  go  be 
excused  attendance  on  the  basis 
that  her  husband  was  a  serving 
prison  officer  at  Exeter  prison. 

She  received  a  reply  signed  not 
by  the  chief  clerk  of  Exeter  Crown 
Court  but  on  his  behalf  which 
stated  that  the  official  was  unable 
to  excuse  her  and  requiring  her  to 
attend.  That  letter  pointed  out  that 
she  could  appeal  against  that 
decision  but  Mrs  Roberts  did  not 
avail  herself  of  that  procedure  and 
in  due  course  was  called  to  serve 
on  the  jury  in  the  trial  of  the  two 
appellants. 

Those  facts  did  not  come  to  light 
until  the  trial  had  concluded  and 
the  appellants  bad  been  convicted. 
On  appeal  it  was  submitted  that 
there  was  a  real  danger  arising 
from  the  relationship  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  Roberts  that  in  carrying  out 
the  duties  of  a  juror  Mrs  Roberts 


Clause  effective 


Mangistaumnnaigiu  Oil 
Production  Association  v 
United  World  Trading  Inc 
“Arbitration,  if  any,  by  ICC  rules 
in  London"  constituted  a  valid, 
effective  and  binding  agreement  to 
arbitrate. 

Mr  Justice  Ratter  so  held  in  the 
Queen's  Bench  Division  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  21.  when  granting  the  plain¬ 
tiff,  a  stare-owned  enterprise  of  the 
Republic  or  Kazakhstan,  the 
declaration  it  sought,  namely  that 
a  contract  made  between,  inter 


alios,  the  plaintiff  and  the  defen¬ 
dant.  a  corporation  incorporated 
under  the  laws  of  Colorado.  USA, 
incorporated  a  valid,  effective  and 
binding  agreement  to  arbitrate. 

HIS  LORDSHIP  said  tile 
commercial  sense  of  an  agreement 
of  that  kind,  and  the  presumed 
contractual  intention  of  the  parties, 
could  best  be  effected  either  by 
creating  the  words  “if  any"  as 
surplusage,  or  as  being  an 
abbreviation  for  the  words  “if  any 
dispute  arises". 


might  either  consciously  or  un¬ 
consciously  have  been  guilty  of 
bias. 

The  court  was  referred  to  R  v 
Gough  <[1993]  AC  646.  6701  where 
Lord  Goff  of  Chieveley  had  said: 
“Finally,  for  the  avoidance  of 
doubt.  I  prefer  to  state  the  test  in 
terms  of  real  danger  rather  than 
real  likelihood,  to  ensure  that  the 
court  is  thinking  in  terms  at 
possibility  rather  than  probability 
of  bias." 

Lord  Woolf  had  said  (at  p672i: 
“Whether  it  is  a  judge,  a  member 
of  the  jury .. .  who  is  alleged  to  be 
biased,  the  courts  do  not  regard  ft 
as  being  desirable  or  useful  to 
inquire  into  the  individual's  state 
of  mind.  It  is  not  desirable  because 
the  courts  have  long  recognised 
that  bias  operates  in  such  an 
insidious  manner  that  the  person 
alleged  to  be  biased  may  be  quite 
unconscious  of  its  effect 

“It  is  because  the  court  in  the 
majority  of  cases  does  not  inquire 
whether  actual  bias  exists  titai  the 
maxim  that  justice  roust  not  only 
be  done  but  seen  to  be  done 
applies." 

Those  last  observations  of  Lord 
Woolf  appeared  to  their  Lordships 
to  apply  to  the  situation  in  the 
appeal. 

In  the  court's  judgment  it  was  a 
great  pity  that  Mrs  Roberts  was 
nor  excused  attendance  for  jury 
service  because  what  happened 
here  ought  at  least  to  have  been 
within  the  contemplation  of  those 
at  the  crown  court.  Exeter  was  a 
comparatively  small  community 
and  the  chance  that  such  a  lhung 
might  happen  was  not  a  remote 
one.  It  was  to  be  hoped  that  that 
situation  would  never  occur  again. 

The  court  took  the  view  that 
there  was  a  real  danger  of  bias  in 
this  case.  Accordingly,  the  appeal 
would  be  allowed,  the  conviction 
quashed  and  a  retrial  ordered. 

Solicitors:  CPS,  Exeter. 


Electricity  supply 

agreement 
not  a  contract 


Norweb  pic  v  Dixon 
Before  Lord  Justice  McGowan  and 
Mr  Justice  Dyson 
[Judgment  February  17} 

A  general  agreement  for  the  sup¬ 
ply  of  electricity  between  a  iariff 
customer  and  a  public  etectndty 
supplier  under  the  Electricity  Act 
J9S9  was  not  a  contract. 

The  Queen's  Bench  Divisional 
Court  so  stated  in  a  reserved 
judgment  when  allowing  an  ap¬ 
peal  bv  Norweb  pic  by  way  of  case 
Stated  from  Manchester  Justices 
who  on  April  19. 1994  hadaxnioed 
the  company  of  an  offence  under 
section  40(1)  of  the  Administration 
of  Justice  Act  1970.  as  amended  by 
sections  35.  3S  and  46  of  the 
Criminal  Justice  Act  1982.  of 
unlawfully  harassing  a  debtor.  Mr 
David  Dixon. 

Mr  Alistair  Webster  for 
Norweb:  Mrs  Martha  Cover  for 
Mr  Dixon. 

MR  JUSTICE  DYSON  dealt 
first  with  the  general  question  of 
whether  an  agreement  for  the 
supply  of  electricity  between  a 
tariff  customer  and  a  public 
electricity  supplier,  that  is.  not  a 
special  agreement  within  the 
meaning  of  section  2Z  of  the  1989 
Act  was  a  contract 
His  Lordship  noted  that  there 
were  many  examples  of  case  where 
the  law  to  some  extent  restricted 
the  freedom  of  parties  to  enter  into 
a  relationship,  but  where  the 
relationship  that  resulted  was  a 
contract. 

A  further  example  was  that  it 
was  also  unlawful  to  refuse  a 
person  employment  “because  he  is. 
or  is  not." a  member  of  a  trade 
union":  see  section  HI  Hal  Employ¬ 
ment  Aa  1990.  In  all  those  cases,  a 
relationship  which  resulted  from 
some  degree  of  legal  compulsion 
was  nevertheless  regarded  as 
comracnjai.  because  the  parties 
still  had  considerable  freedom  to 
regulate  its  incidents. 

There  were,  however,  other 
rases  in  which  a  relationship 
created  by  legal  compulsion  was 
clearly  not  contractual:  see.  for 
example.  Pfizer  Corvoration  v 
Ministry  of  Health  [jl%5]  AC  512) 
where  the  House  of  Lords  had  held 
that  a  patient  to  whom  medicines 
were  supplied  under  the  National 
Health  Service  did  not  make  a 
contract  to  buy  them  from  the 
chemist  or  the  Minister  of  Health 
even  if  he  paid  a  subscription 
charge.  The  transaction  was  Sui 
generis,  the  creation  of  statute  and 
not  a  sale  pursuant  to  a  contract 
The  issue  in  the  present  case  was 
..on  which. side  of  the  line  die 
relationship  between  tariff  cus¬ 
tomer  and  public  electrianr  sup¬ 
plier  feiL  In  his  Lordship’s 
judgment,  the  legal  compulsion 
both  as  to  the  creation  of  the 
relationship  and  the  fixing  of  its 
terms  was  inconsistent  with  the 
creation  of  a  contract. 

As  regards  die  creation  of  the 
relationship,  the  supplier  was 
obliged  by  section  16(1)  of  the 
Electricity  Aa  19S9  to  supply  if 
requested  to  do  so.  The  exceptions 
from  the  duty  ro  supply  provided 
in  section  17  were  very  limited  in 
scope: 

His  Lordship  rejected  the  sub¬ 
mission  that  section  17(Z)(c)  gave 
the  supplier  a  discretion  not  to 
supply.  A  supplier  was  excused 
from  supplying  if,  the  burden 


bdne  on  him.  it  was  not  reason¬ 
able  in  all  the  circumstances  lor 
him  to  be  required  to  do  so. 

What  was  reasonable  was  a 
question  of  fact  to  be  estabjisbffl 
oWectiveiy.  Discretion  did  not 
come  imo  play.  Thus  save  in 
narrowly  defined  drcuinstances.  n 
a  customer  requested  the  supply  ol 
electricity,  the  supplier  was 
obliged  to  supply. 

As  for  the  terms  of  the  supply, 
his  Lordship  rejected  the  sub¬ 
mission  that  there  was  scope  for 

bargaining.  The  tariff  was  fixod^ 

ihe v  supplier  [section  18).  The 
supplier  could  require  the  con¬ 
sumer  to  defray  any  expenses 
reasonably  incurred  in  supplying 
any  electric  fine  or  plant  (section 
19)  and  to  give  reasonable  security 
(section  2K1JJ-  The  supplier  could 
also  impose  additional  terms  ot 
supply  (section  21). 

The  consumer  had  no  bargain¬ 
ing  power  in  relation  to  those 
matters.  It  seemed  that  the  pnn- 
dpaf  terms  wen?  imposed  on  the 
consumer  by  the  supplier  not  as  a 
result  of  any  bargaining,  but  the 
supplier  exercising  the  power  con¬ 
ferred  on  ii  by  the  Act 

The  words  of  section  22  erf  the  An 
provided  further  support  for  the 
view  that  there  was  no  contract. 
Thai  section  referred  to  a  special 
agreement  “for  the  supply  on  such 
terms  as  may  be  specified  in  the 
agreement". 

What  was  contemplated  was  a 
negotiated  agreement  to  meet  the 
particular  requirements  of  a  con¬ 
sumer.  Section  22(3)  stated  that  the 
rights  and  liabilities  of  the  parties 
to  the  special  agreement  should  be 
those  arising  under  the  agreement, 
and  not  those  provided  for  by 
Sft-rinns  16  to  21  of  the  Aa. 

Thus  a  dear  distinction  was 
drawn  as  to  the  source  of  the  rights 
and  liabilities  between  ft)  supplies 
under  special  agreements  which 
were  governed  by  the  terms  of 
those  agreements,  and  (ii)  supplies 
to  tariff  customers  which  were 
governed  by  the  Act 

That  provided  dear  confirma¬ 
tion  that  the  rights  and  liabilities 
as  between  tariff  customers  and 
flier  public  electricity  suppliers 
were  governed  by  statute  and  not 
by  contract. 

In  the  present  case,  the  justices 
were  of  the  opinion  that  if  there 
was  no  contract  between  the 
parties,  there  would  be  no  basis  in 
law  fin-  the  supplier  to  recover 
debts  owed  to  it 

In  his  Lordship’s  judgment  they 
were  mistaken.  Paragraph  1(1)  of 
Schedule  6  gave  the  supplier  the 
power  ro  recover  any  charges  due 
to  it  There  was.  therefore,  no  need 
id  have  recourse  to.. contract  The 
.  case  of  WBlmore  arid  Another  v 
South  Eastern  Electricity  Board 
019571  2  Lloyd’s  Rep  375)  was 
correctly  decided. 

While  the  statutory  obligation  to 
supply  was  different  from  In  tile 
present  case,  there  were  no  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  Electricity  Act  1947 
relied  on  in  WUlmore  which  were 
materially  different  from  the  1989 
Act 

As  to  the  contention  hat 
Norweb'S  supply  to  Mr  Dixon  was 
subject  to  a  special  agreement,  his 
Lordship  noted  that  section  40fl)  of 
the  1970  Aa  was  concerned  with 
“money  claimed  ...  as  a  debt  due 
under  a  contract". 

In  his  Lordship’s  opinion,  the 


D&ncedidiiotr«ptirer^o^*E- 
existence  and  terms  of  a  contract 
which  had  in  fa«  been  mnduded; 
between  the  consumer  and  «p- 
pHer,  any  more  than  it  mp^d- 
thm  the  debt  was  >n  faff  toe. :  ■ 
What  was  required  was  ptbctf  ' 

that  the  suPPU® 

mands  for  payment  of  a  debt 


It  could  not  have  been  intended 
that  it  should  be  an  offence  tortaro 

a  non-existent  debt  under  a  coc- 
tract  wfakfa  in  fact  existed.: buta*  — 
an  offence  to  daim  a  debt  nnda-  a 
fictitious  contract- 

it  seemed,  therefore,  flat  what 
die  justices  should  haveconMdered 

was  the  contract  that  Notred 

Harmed  to  exist. 

However,  whether  the  contract : 

in  question  was  the  actual  contract 
made  between  Norweb  and  Mr  .. 
Dfaon  or  the  contract  claimed  by 
Norweb  to  exist  between  than,  the 
justices'  findings  simply  did  not. . 
support  any  special  agreement 
within  section  22  let  alone  a  spread  K 
agreement  in  the  tarns  for  which  ^ 
Mrs  Cover  contended. 

Indeed,  the  justices  were  of  the., 
opinion  that  the  contract  arose 
simply  because  Norweb  had  pro¬ 
vided  Mr  Dixon  with  the  supply  in 
return  for  which  he  had  agreed  to 
pay. 

It  followed,  that  there  was  no 
contract  between  Norweb  and  Mr 
Dixon,  nor  was  the  debt  daimed 
under  a  contract-  That  was 
because  in  the  absence  of  any 
findings  to  support  a  special 
agreement  the  rdationsJnp_-.be-  - 
tween  Norweb  and  Mr  Dixon, 
both  actual  and  daimed.  could 
only  be  that  of  a  tariff  customer/ 
public  electricity  supplier  which 
was  not  founded  in  contract. 

The  justices  had  construed  "cal¬ 
culated"  as  meaning  “intended” 
and  found  that  the  course  of 
conduct  embarked  upon  by 
Norweb  was  intentionaL  His  Lord- 
ship  held  that  the  true  meaning  of 
"calculated  to  subject”  in  section 
40(1)  of  the  1970  Act  was  "likdy  to 
subject"  and  not  “intended  to 
subject". 

There  was  no  reason  to  attach  a 
different  meaning  to  the  words 
“rain  dated  to"  from  dial  attributed 
to  them  in,  McDowell  v  Standard . 
03  Company  (New  Jersey)  ff)927] 

AC  632).  The  draftsman  of  section 
40(1)  could  easily  have  used  the 
words  “intended  to". 

It  had  to  be  assumed  that,  in 
choosing  “calculated  to”.  Par¬ 
liament  was  aware  of  the  meaning 
attributed  to  them  oner  many 
years.  The  words  were  not  ■ 
ambiguous.  K- 

His  Lordship  could  not  agree 
thatfoe  mischief  at  which  die 
provision  was  directed  could  be  as 
Mr  Webster  contended.  There  was 
no  reason  to  suppose  that  Par¬ 
liament  intended  to  restria  the 
offence  to  cases  where  the  putative 
creditor  intended  to  cause  alarm. 
distress  or  humiliatfon.  leaving 
immune  from  prosecution  those 
whose  conduct,  although  not  in¬ 
tended  to  do  so.  was  likely  to  have 
such  consequences. 

The  appeal  would  therefore  be 
allowed. 

Lord  Justice  McGowan  agreed. 

Sotiritors:  Mr  Peter  J.  Rothwefl. 
Manchester;  Ms  Angela  Harding. 
Manchester. 


Wide  discretion  to  award 
interim  damages 


Crimpfil  Ltd  v  Barclays  Bank 
pic 

The  discretion  given  to  a  judge  by 
Order  29,  rule  1 1  of  the  Rules  of  the 
Supreme  Court  to  award  a  plaintiff 
interim  damages  was  an  extremely 
wide  one  and  the  range  of  possible 
circumstances  in  which  it  might 
fall  to  be  considered  was  almost 
limitless. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  (Lord 
Justice  Waite,  Lord  Justice  Nourse 
and  Sir  Tasker  Watkins)  so  staled 
on  February  16  when  dismissing 


an  appeal  by  the  defendants, 
Barclays  Bank  pic.  from  an  award 
fry  Judge  Hordern,  QC  sitting  as  a 
judge  of  the  Queen's  Bench  Di¬ 
vision  in  April  1994,  of  interim 
damages  of  £L8  million  to  the 
plaintiffs.  Crimpfil  Ltd. 

LORD  JUSTICE  WAITE  said 
that  the  proceedings  had  arisen 
from  a  decision  by  Barclays  Bade 
in  1990  to  curtail  substantial 
facilities  which  had  been  accorded 
to  CrimpfiL  a  long-standing  cus¬ 
tomer. 


Shortly  before  the  trial  the  bank 
had  conceded  liability  for  wrongful 
termination.  The  hearing  to  assess 
damages  was  due  to  take  place  in 
June. 

There  had  been  very  little  au¬ 
thority  as  in  the  basis  for  the 
exercise  of  the  Order  29,  rule  11 
discretion. 

But  the  case  was  one  where  the 
judge  had  exercised  a  wide  dis¬ 
cretion  realistically  and  fairly, 
acting  in  complete  accord  with  the 
rule. 


European  Law  Report 


Luxembourg 


Tax  discrimination  on  non-resident  EU  employees  unlawful 


Finanzamt  KoIn-AUstadt  v 
Schumacher 

Case  C-Z79/93 

Before  G.  C.  Rodriguez  Iglesias,  Presi¬ 
dent  and  Judges  F.  A.  Schodcweiier,  P.  J. 
G.  Kapteyn.  C.  Gubnann,  G.  F. 
Mandril.  C.  N.  Kakouris.  J.  C.  Moitinho 
de  Almeida,  J.  I-  Murray,  D.  A.  O. 

Edward,  J.-P.  Puissochet  and  G.  Hirsch 
Advocate  General  P.  Lfcger 
(Opinion  Novembe1 22, 1994) 
pudgment  February  14] 

It  was  contrary  to  article  48  of  the  EEC 
Treaty  on  freedom  of  movement  for  a 
member  slate  to  deny  to  non-resident 
Community  nationals  who  were  em¬ 
ployed  and  paid  income  tax  there, 
certain  tax  advantages  which  were 
available  to  resident  employees. 

The  Court  of  Justice  of  the  European 
Communities  so  held,  inter  alia,  on  a 
reference  for  a  preliminary  ruling  under 
article  177  erf  the  Treaty  fry  the 
Bundesfinanzhof  [Federal  Finance 
Court),  Germany. 

In  Germany,  tax  on  income  from 
employment  was  in  general  deducted  at 
source  by  foe  employe  and  paid  to  foe 
tax  administration. 

Employed  persons  who  had  their 
permanent  residence  or  usual  abode  in 
Germany  benefited  under  German  law 
from  the  following  tax  advantages: 

1  If  they  were  married,  and  so  came 
within  tax  category  10.  the  spouses’ total 
income  was  aggregated,  notionally 
attributed  to  each  spouse  as  to  50  per 
cent  and  taxed  accordingly. 

2  There  was  applicable  to  them  a 
procedure  of  annual  tax  adjustment 
whereby  the  employer  was  required  to 
refund  tax  if  the  total  of  monthly 
deductions  exceeded  the  amount  assess¬ 
able  for  .the  year  as  a  whole,  for  example 
if  wages  varied  from  month  to  month. 


3  They  qualified  for  a  procedure  of  tax 
assessment  whereby  it  was  possible  to 
set  off  against  income  from  employment 
losses  suffered  in  respect  of  other 
income: 

4  Their  tax  was  assessed  according  to 
their  overall  ability  to  pay.  that  is. 
having  regard  to  all  their  other  income 
and  to  their  personal  and  family 
circumstances  such  as  family  expenses, 
welfare  expenses  and  other  outgoings 
giving  rise  to  tax  reliefs  and  rebates. 

Under  the  German  law  applicable  at 
the  material  time,  employed  persons  not 

having  their  permanent  residence  or 
usual  abode  in  Germany: 

A  Were  excluded  from  ad  vantages  2  and 
3,  as  their  income  tax  liability  was 
deemed  to  be  definitively  discharged  fry 
the  monthly  deductions  at  source; 

B  Even  if  they  were  married,  came 
within  tax  category  I  (general  tax  tariff) 
so  that  they  did  not  have  advantage  ft 
and 

C  By  contrast  with  resident  taxpayers, 
were  not  entitled  to  deduct  certain  social 
expenses  exceeding  prescribed  rates. 

Mr  Roland  Schumacker  lived  in 
Belgium  with  his  wife  and  children.  He 
was  employed  in  Germany  from  May 
1988  to  December  1989.  His  wife,  who 
was  unemployed,  drew  unemployment 
benefit  in  Belgium  in  1988  only,  and 
thereafter  Mr  SdnimackeriS  wages  were 
the  sole  household  income.  By  a  double 
taxation  treaty  between  Belgium  and 
Germany  Mr  Schumacher'S  wages  were 
taxed  in  Germany. 

Mr  Schumacker  sought,  bur  was 
refused,  the  calculation  of  his  tax  on  an 
equitable  basis  by  reference  to  category 
III  and  a  refund  of  the  difference 
between  the  amount  assessable  on  that 
basis  and  the  amount  of  monthly 
deductions  that  had  been  made  m  the 
basis  of  category  I. 


In  the  course  of  proceedings  brought 
fry  him.  the  Bundesfinanzhof  sought  a 
ruling  on  the  question  whether  article  4S 
restricted  the  right  of  Germany  io  levy 
tax  on  a  national  of  another  member 
state,  and  other  related  questions. 

Artide  48  provides:  “(1)  Freedom  of 
movement  for  workers  shall  be  secured 
within  the  Community. . . 

“(2)  Such  freedom  of  movement  shall 
email  the  abolition  of  any  discrimina¬ 
tion  based  on  nationality  between 
workers  of  the  member  states  as  regards 
employment  remuneration  and  other 
conditions  of  work  and  employment . .” 

In  rts  judgment  the  European  Court  of 
Justice  held: 

Although,  as  Community  law  stood  at 

present,  direct  taxation  did  not  as  such 
fall  within  the  purview  of  the  Com¬ 
munity,  the  powers  retained  by  the 
member  states  had  to  be  exercised 
consistently  with  Community  law. 

The  principle  of  equal  treatment  with 
regard  to  remuneration  in  artide  48(29 
would  be  rendered  ineffective  if  it  could 
be  undermined  by  discriminatory  nat¬ 
ional  provisions  on  income  tax. 

It  was  for  thai  reason  that  the  Council 
had  laid  down  in  artide  7  of  Regulation 
EEC  No  1612/68  of  October  15, 1968  on 
the  free  movement  of workers  within  the 
Community  (QJ  English  Special  Edition 
1968  flJ)  p475)  the  requirement  that 
workers  who  were  nationals  of  a 
member  state  were  to  enjoy,  in  Che 
territory  of  another  member  state,  the 
same  tax  benefits  as  nationals  working 
there. 

The  Community  rules  regarding, 
equal  treatment  forbade  not  only  overt 
discrimination  by  reason  of  nationality 
but  also  all  covert  forms  of  discrimina¬ 
tion  which,  by  the  application  of  other 
criteria  of  differentiation,  led  in  fact  to 
the  same  rcstf  fr  (Case  152/73)  Sotgiuj? 

. - 


Deutsche  Bundespost  Q1974]  ECR  153. 
para  11). 

Hie  national  rules  at  issue  applied 
irrespective  of  the  nationality  of  the 
taxpayer,  but  rules  of  that  kind,  under 
which  a  distinction  was  drawn  on  the 
basis  of  residence  in  that  non-residents 
were  denied  certain  benefits  which  were 
granted  to  persons  residing  within 
national  territory,  were  liable  to  operate 
mainly  to  the  detriment  of  nationals  of 
oUwr  member  states;  non-residents  were 
in  the  majority  of  cases  foreigners. 

Tax  benefits  granted  wily  to  residents 
of  a  member  state  could  therefore 
constitute  indirect  discrimination  by 
reason  of  Rationality. 

It  was  settled  law  that  discrimination 
could  arise  only  through  the  application 
of  different  rules  to  comparable  situa¬ 
tions  or  the  application  of  die  same  rule 
to  different  situations.In  relation  to 
direa  taxes,  the  situations  of  residents 
and  non-residents  were  not,  as  a  rule, 
comparable. 

Income  received  in  the  territory  of  a 
menber  state  fry  a  non-resident  was  in 
most  cases  only  a  part  of  his  total 
income,  which  was  concentrated  at  his 
place  of  residence,  and  his  personal 
ability  to  pay  tax,  determined  fry 
reference  to  his  aggregate  income  and 
his  personal  and  family  circumstances, 
was  more  easy  to  assess  at  the  place 
where  his  personal  and  financial  in- 
.  forests  were  centred,  which  in  general 
was  the  place  where  he  had  his  usual 
abode. 

The  situation  of  a  resident  was 
different  in  so  far  as  the  mqjor  part  of  his 
income  was  normally  concentrated  in 
the  state  of  residence  and  chat  state 
generally  had  available  the  information 
needed  to  assess  the  taxpayer's  overall 
abitiiy  to  pay. 

Accordingly.  fc/tide_48  did  not  in 


principle  predude  the  application  of 
roles  of  a  member  state  under  which  a 
non-resident  working  as  an  employed 
person  in  that  state  was  taxed  more 
heavily  on  his  income  than  a  resident  in 
the  same  emptoymem. 

The  position  was  different,  however, 
in  a  case  such  as  the  present  where  the 
non-resident  received  no  significant 

income  in  the  state  of  his  residence  and 
obtained  the  major  part  of  his  taxable 
income  from  an  activity  performed  in 

the  state  of  employment,  with  the  result 
that  the  state  of  his  residence  was  not  in 
a  position  go  grant  him  the  benefits 
reacting  from  the  taking  into  account  of 
his  persona]  and  family  rircumstances. 

In  the  case  of  a  non-resident  who 
received  the  major  part  of  his  income 
and  almost  all  his  family  income  in  a 
member  state  other  than  that  of  his 
residence,  discrimination  arose  from  the 
fact  that  his  personal  and  family 
circumstances  were  taken  into  aooount 
neither  in  the  state  of  residence  nor  the 
state  of  employment. 

The  further  question  arose  whether 
there  was  any  justification  for  such 
discrimination. 

An  argument  to  the  court  to  foe  effect 
that  there  was  such  justification  by 
reason  of  the  need  to  ensure  the  cohesion 
of  the  tax  system  could  not  be  upheld. 

Where  the  state  of  residence  could  not 
take  account  of  the  taxpayer's  personal 
and  family  circumstances  because  the 
tax  payable  there  was  insufficient  to 
enable  it  to  do  so,  the  Community 
principle  of  equal  treatment  required 
that,  in  the  state  of  employment,  such 
circumstances  of  a  foreign  non-resident 
be  taken  into  account  in  the  same  way  as 
those  of  resident  nationals  and  that  the 
same  tax  benefits  be  granted  to  him. 

An  argument basedon  administrative 
difficulties  in  ascertaining  fee  income 

_ V  i  • 


which  non-residents  received  in  their 
state  of  residence  also  could  not  be 
upheld. 

It  was  finally  necessary  to  consider 
whether  discrimination  existed  at  pro¬ 
cedural  level  in  so  far  as  the  application 
of  the  adjustment  and  assessment 
procedures  was  available  only  to  res¬ 
ident  nationals  and  was  withheld  from 
non-resident  Community  nationals. 

Article  48  required  equal  treament  at 
procedural  lew!  for  non-resident  Com¬ 
munity  nationals  and  resident 
nationals. 

Non-residents  were  deprived  of  the 
possibility  of  relying,  by  means  of  the 
procedures,  on  certain  items  loaning 
part  of  the  basis  of  assessment,  for 
example,  certain  expenses,  which  might 
give  rise  to  a  partial  refund  of  the  tax 
deducted  at  source. 

They  could  thereby  be  placed  in  a  less 

advantageous  position  than  residents  as 
the  latter  were  taxed  in  principle  in  such 
a  way  that  all  hems  fanning  pan  of  the 
basis  of  assessment  were  taken  imo 
account 

Moreover,  since  they  did  not  have  the 
benefit  of  the  procedures,  non-residents 
who  in  die  course  of  the  year  left  their 
employment  could  not  obtain 
reimbursement  of  any  overpaid  tax. 

Although  German  law  contained 
certain  provisions  in  mitigation  of  those 
disadvantages,  they  were  of  a  dis¬ 
cretionary  or  equitable  nature  and  there 
was  no  obligation  on  the  tax  administra¬ 
tion  to  remedy  in  all  cases  the 
discrimination  in  connection  with  thi 

procedural  provisions. 

There  was  therefore  unjustified 
discrimination  by  the  refusal  to  grant 
non-resident  Community  nationals  the 
benefits  of  the  procedures  which  were 
available  to  resident  nationals. 

On  those  grounds  foe  Eu^jgggGxgt 


ruled  that  artide  48  was  to 
interpreted: 

1  As  being  capable  erf  limiting  the  ri] 
of  a  member  state  to  lay  down  o 
ditions  concerning  the  liability  do  t 
ation  of  a  rational  of  another  man] 
state  and  the  manner  in  which  tax  wa 

be  levied  on  the  income  received  by  h 
within  its  territory,  since  that  artide  i 
not  allow  a  member  state,  as  regards 
collection  of  direa  taxes,  to  treat 
national  of  another  member  state  e 
ptoyed  in  the  territory  of  the  first  state 
foe  exercise  of  his  freedom  of  movem 
less  favourably  than  one  of  its  a 
nationals  in  the  same  situation; 


JL. 


who  was  a  national  of,  and  resided 
another  member  state  and  was 
ployed  in  the  first  state  was  faxed  n 

heavily  than  a  worker  who  resided  in 

mt  state  and  performed  foe  same  vs 
foere  when,  asm  the  present  action, 
natoMal  of  the  second  state  obtained 
utemns  entirely  or  almost  exdusr 
from  the  work  performed  in  the  j 
state  and  did  not  receive  in  the  seo 
state  sufficient  income  to  be  suWcc 
taxation  there  in  a  manner  enabling 
personal  and  family  drcumsiancesti 
token  into  account:  and 

jL£?  Jpn^uding  a  provision  in 
legislation  of  a  member  state  on  dr 
taxation  under  which  foe  benefit 
prooduTB  such  as  annua!  adjustn: 
of  deductions  at  source  in  resow 
wage  tax.  and  the  assessment  by 
^tninistration  of  the  tax  payable 
reoumttahon  from  employment  , 
available  only  to  residents,  ther 
“eluding  natural  persons  who  had 
permanent  residence  or  usual  abexk 
its  territory  but  received  income  tit 
from  employment.  1 
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Lovers  return:  English 
National  Ballet  brings 
back  Nureyev's  version 
of  Romeo  and  Juliet 


ARTS 
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Despair  is  passe, 
fame  is  fab  among 
the  new  breed  of 
rock  bands 


THEATRE:  Michael  Frayn  revived  in  Birmingham;  a  one-woman  comedy  in  London;  Aristophanes  in  Cambridge 


Fiction  ends  in  farce 


r. 


Noises  Off 
Alexandra, 
Birmingham 


Michael  Frayn’s 
popular  comedy 
makes  a  farce 
from  a  farce 
Thai  is  to  say  that  Noises  Offis 
an  ingeniously  engineered, 
scrupujously  rimed,  door- 
slamming.  prop-juggling,  cs- 
calatingly  absurd  comedy. 

It  follows  the  increasingly 
disastrous  fictional  tour  of  a 
second-rate  sex  romp  entitled 
Nothing  On:  all  tans,  trouser- 
dropping,  bedroom-hopping 
and  burglars  in  an  English 
country  home.  At  curtain  up. 
we  find  ourselves  privy  ro  a 
failing  technical  rehearsal.  By 
he  end  we  are  two  months  on. 
•atching  a  performance  of 
ure  chaos  as  private  cast 
varfare  spills  on  to  the  stage; 
ippery  sardines  on  the  stairs, 
ldden  understudies  and 
1  antic  ad-libbing. 

In  other  words.  Frayn's  is  a 
g>od  farce  about  a  bad  farce. 
Or  that  is  the  idea  anyway, 
/vises  Off,  though  playing 
aiout  with  the  idea  of  a  play- 
irj-a-play.  hardly  has  a  pro¬ 
found  thought  in  its  head.  But 
ir!  witty  structure  made  ir  a 
Wst  End  hit  in  1982.  starring 
Panda  Roudedge  and  Paul 
Eidington. 

|The  problem  with  Peter 
VVjl son’s  current  Mobil  Tour- 
inf  Theatre  production,  with 
Mchael  Cashman  as  the  put- 
upn  director  Lloyd,  is  that 
yep  wonder  if  this  cast  is  so 
m  ch  better  than  the  one  they 
ar  meant  to  be  satirising, 
ashman  seems  to  be  acting 
to  the  audience  somewhat 
sdously:  a  dreadful  old 
wakly  rep  habit  the  imagi¬ 
nary  Otstar  company  are.  of 
coirse,  hamming  up  for  all 
thdr  worth.  Meanwhile 
Miranda  Foster  could  be  more 
h  aural  istic  as  -  Belinda,  the 
noyimt  nice  luwy  cast  as  the 
slowey  wife  in  Nothing  On. 
So,  no,  Mark  Curry  seems 
afrrxst  as  nervous  as  Freddie, 
the  inhappy  motivation-seek¬ 
ing  company  member  he  is 
embdying. 

\aybe  all  this  is  deliberate: 
ancher  teasing  layer  of  self- 
refterive  art  However,  you 
camot  laugh  along  with 
Fnyn's  play  unless  you  can 
coifidently  discern  the  ham- 
dnminess  being  sent  up  with 
de't  professionalism.  This 
Nbbil  Tour  has  come  peril- 
oisly  close  to  an  Otstar-style 
di aster.  Foster  was  out  of 
aition  through  injury  an  the 
owning  night  MHlicent  Mar- 
tit  then  lost  her  voice,  ironical¬ 
ly  playing  Dotty,  the  actress 
vho  misplaces  everything. 

Martin,  now  bade  on  form, 
i;  a  genuine  pleasure,  switch- 


THE  Soho  Theatre  Company, 
based  at  the  Cockpit,  is  in 
trouble,  Kcue  Bassett  writes. 
Artistic  director  Abigail  Mor¬ 
ris  and  her  staff,  who  have 
dedicatedly  nurtured  new 
writing  at  their  venue  near 
Marylebone  for  several  years, 
have  learnt  they  were  only 
temps  after  all.  The  company 
has  to  find  a  new  space  by  the 
summer. 

The  current  show  —  not  an 
in-house  production  —  is  ratti¬ 
er  poor.  Lisa  Kotin’s  one- 
woman  physical  comedy  from 
New  York,  in  which  she  hams 
it  up  as  a  handful  of  secretar¬ 
ies  and  other  office  females,  is 
featherweight  entertainment. 
Temporary  Girl  has  been 
extended  to  two  hours  since  1 
saw  it  at  Edinburgh  a  couple 
of  years  ago.  More  spoof 
silent-movie  footage  is  project¬ 
ed  between  scenes  and  the 
second  half  now  follows  the 
labour  force  after  they  are 
fired  at  the  Christmas  party. 
But.  despite  the  more  devel- 


Grow  up,  you 
silly  girl 


Temporary  Girl 
Cockpit,  NW8 


oped  story  line,  there  is  still  no 
real  pathos  or  profundity. 

Kotin  is  a  character  actress 
and  her  characters  are  not 
exactly  sophisticated.  As  Pearl 
deCecco.  the  long-serving  PA. 
Kotin  hobbles  about  in  bonv- 
kneed  granny  mode,  like  Olive 
Oyl  past  her  sell-by  date. 
Flummoxed  by  touch-tone 
switchboards  and  flashed  at 
by  the  newfangled  photocopi¬ 
er  (a  plywood  box  with  but¬ 
tons).  Pearl  works  her  lips  like 
an  aged  goldfish,  jaws  away 
with  an  Italian-American 


drawl  or  jams  another  smoke 
in  the  comer  of  her  mouth. 

Playing  the  rich-bitch  head 
of  department  Jill  Hardwood. 
Kotin  stamps  around  in  chic 
stilettos,  clicking  her  biro  and 
sarcastically  jabbing  at  her 
imagined  underlings.  For  the 
main  character,  the  perma¬ 
nently  temping  actress 
Jeanette,  Kotin  pulls  on  a 
comedy  wig  and  scuttles 
around  bow-legged  in  a  scar¬ 
let  suit  and  sneakers. 

There  is  Jewish  and  female 
humour  here.  The  evening 
also  flips  into  the  sillily  fantas¬ 
tical  as  Lisa  —  the  bimbo 
whose  boyfriend  forces  her  to 
diet  —  is  seen  on  screen 
snogging  a  6ft  bar  of 


Lisa  Kotin:  lacking  pathos 
or  profundity 

Hershey’s  chocolate,  or  as 
Betty,  a  ballet  dancer 
manqute,  dusts  the  office  as  if 
she  is  fluttering  around  Swan 
Lake.  But  Kotin  is  not  a  prima 
donna  and  her  humour  has 
not  matured. 


Wonderfully  chirpy  on  the  cheap 


Miilicent  Martin:  a  genuine  pleasure,  in  the  role  of  Mrs  Clackett  the  comedy  char 


ing  neatly  between  Mrs 
Clackett  the  comedy  char  and 
the  lovably  scatty  Dotty,  get¬ 
ting  in  a  twist  with  the 
telephone  and  in  a  pickle  with 
those  sardines.  Patrick  Cargill 
is  also  bumblingjy  funny  as 
the  whisky-swigging  Selsdon, 
a  ridiculously  unreliable  bur¬ 
glar  dressed  like  a  mime  artist 


crossed  with  a  garden  gnome. 

Wilson’s  Noises  Off  does  get 
better  as  Nothing  On 
nosedives.  In  Act  II  we  see  a 
matinee  from  the  rear  of  the 
set  As  the  show  is  heard  over 
the  tannoy  going  gradually  to 
pieces,  we  watch  the  silent 
skirmishes  of  the  emotionally 
entangled  actors  as  they  fly  in 


and  out  of  those  doors.  It  is  a 
slickly  accelerating  piece  of 
silliness.  Some  spectators 
seemed  to  be  in  stitches  seeing 
Nothing  On  Mark  III.  Person¬ 
ally.  this  farce  the  second  time 
round  was  more  than  enough 
forme. 

Kate  Bassett 


RETURNING  to  my  alma 
mater  for  a  rare  visit  *1  found 
that  the  mathemetidans  had 
replaced  the  classicists  as  the 
academic  elite.  Barely  half-a- 
dozen  residual  dodos  and 
leftover  dinosaurs  were  now 
specialising  in  Latin  and  only 
two  were  studying  Greek  at 
all.  The  part  of  me  that  griped 
at  those  gruelling  preps  and 
inscrutable  proses  did  not 
object  But  another  part  felt 
that  something  more  than 
tradition  had  been  lost 
That  part  was  happy  to  find 
the  triennial  Cambridge 
Greek  play  ebulliently  alive 
after  110  years.  The  student 
cast  dearly  do  not  think 
Aristophanes  a  boring  old  fort 
who  wrote  clunky  old  come¬ 
dies  about  an  impossibly  an¬ 
tique  Athens.  They  are  fluent 
and  energetic,  if  not  always 
loud  enough  for  the  vaulty 
Com  Exchange,  and  exude 
anachronistic  delight  in 
speaking  some  of  the  liveliest 
lines  ever  written. 

It  is  often  assumed  that  the 
costumes  for  The  Birds,  which 
was  first  staged  in  414  BC. 
must  have  been  spectacular. 
After  all.  the  play  concerns  two 
oppressed  Athenians  who  per¬ 
suade  flamingos,  hoopoes, 
partridges  and  winged  crea¬ 
tures  galore  to  join  them  in 
declaring  UDI  in  the  sky.  But 
it  hardly  helps  a  director  now. 
for  university  budgets  do  not 
run  to  creating  gaudy  Utopias. 
That  may  be  why  Dictynna 
Hood  and  her  designer.  Loma 
Marshall,  have  gone  for  a 
rough-theatre  approach. 

This  has  its  odd  aspects.  The 
Athenian  refugees.  Jot  Skeefs 
Pdsetairos  and  Khevyn  Raj 
Limbajee’s  Euelpides.  look  al¬ 
most  more  birdlike  than  the 
birds  themselves.  One  sports  a 
half-mask,  itself  halfway  be¬ 
tween  Darth  Vader  and  a 
black  parrot  The  other  app¬ 
ears  to  be  a  crow  with  Richard 


CONCERTS:  Music  of  the  1940s  from  Sir  Simon  Rattle;  jazz  and  jokes  from  a  veteran  guitarist 


a 


\vfui 


Sounds 
of  pure 
passion 

However  little  Stravin¬ 
sky’s  Orpheus  ballet 
score  has  to  do  with 
the  1940s  —  it  seems  to  have 
bt£n  written  in  super-Olympi¬ 
an  detachment  from  anything 
tojdo  with  the  real  life  of  the 
B  decade  in  which  it  originated 
—|it  made  a  sublime  start  to 
another  stage  in  the  proces¬ 
sion  Towards  the  Millennium. 
Socpure  in  style  as  to  make  the 
same  composer's  Oedipus  Rex 
sound  like  songs-from-the- 
B  stows  and  his  Apollo  like  a 
tendance.  it  represents  the 
height  of  neo-classical 
-  aspiration. 

At  the  beginning  of  their 
coitert  in  Symphony  Hall. 
■  Str  vinsky's  Orpheus  inspired 
in  ir  Simon  Rattle  and  the. 
Cit>  of  Birmingham  Sympho- 
r  ny  Qrchestra  a  performance  of 
equivalent  objectivity.  Neo- 
clasarism  (or.  more  properly 
■  in  tits  case,  neo-baroque)  does 
not  fxclude  the  emotional  or 
even  the  sensational:  it  is  a 
matfer  of  proportion. 

Tfo  two  Airs  de  Danse  — 
the  frst  with  a  most  elegantly 
plat'd  violin  solo,  the  second 
with  la  lovely  counterpoint  of 
sj  two  |»boes  -  were  peculiarly 
movpg  in  their  rueful  beauty: 
the  sbdden  and  deathly  silence 
in  ffito  interweaving  pas  de 
deux  for  Orpheus  and  Euiyd- 
ice  uas  shockingly  dramatic: 


Sir  Simon  Rattle:  restrained  intensity  in  Stravinsky 


CBSO/  Rattle 
Symphony  Hall, 
Birmingham 


the  harp's  simple  echoes  of 
Orpheus's  lyre  cut  into  the 
final  higue  with  disconcerting 
effect  To  say  that  it  was  a 
restrained  interpretation 
would  be  to  underestimate  its 
intensity,  but  there  was  no 
hint  of  exaggeration  or  special¬ 
ly  expressive  effort 
It  seemed  unlikely  that  the 
concert  would  continue  at  that 
level  of  performance  and,  in 
fact  it  did  not  The  score  of 
Messiaen'S  Trots  Pe tites  Litur¬ 
gies  de  la  Pr&ence  Divine  — 
written  at  the  very  end  of  the 
war,  between  his  two  greatest 
achievements,  the  Quaiuor 
pour  la  Fin  du  Temps  and  the 
Turangalila  Symphony  — 
presents  a  considerable  prob¬ 
lem  in  its  mainJv  unison 


writing  for  women’s  voices: 
particularly  if  they  are  not 
fluent  in  French,  as  the  sopra¬ 
nos  and  altos  of  the  CBSO 
Choir  apparently  are  not,  it  is 
difficult  to  produce  a  clear  and 
focused  vocal  line. 

However  idiomatically 
phrased  the  solo  piano  (Paul 
Crossiey)  and  however  dis¬ 
creetly  coloured  the  ondes 
Manenot  (Cynthia  Miller),  the 
vocal  line  carrying  Messiaen's 
own  devotional  words  is  the 
very  centre  of  the  texture  and 
the  whole  point  of  the  piece. 

Bartok’s  Concerto  for  Or¬ 
chestra  has  its  problems  too. 
Simon  Rattle’s  answer  to  the 
awkwardly  extended  construc¬ 
tion  of  the  last  movement,  was 
to  race  through  it  at  high 
speed.  Impressive  as  a  demon¬ 
stration  of  orchestral  fluency, 
this  was  not  a  convincing 
conclusion  to  a  performance 
which  had  promised  much. 

Gerald  Larner 


Cooking  with  gas 


HEARD  the  one  about 
Edward  Elgar  going  fig  pick¬ 
ing  in  Smyrna?  Or  the  one 
a  tout  a  12-year-old  Paul  New¬ 
man  winning  an  essay  compe¬ 
tition  run  by  the  American 
Legion?  Ever  been  offered  a 
ready-cooked  omelette  as  a 
reward  for  identifying  the 
seldom  heard  introduction  to 
Ain’t  Misbehavin' ?  If  the  an¬ 
swer  to  all  these  questions  is 
no,  then  it  is  a  fair  bet  you 
have  never  attended  a  concert 
by  singer/guitarist  Marty 
Grosz. 

In  many  ways,  the  64-year- 
old  Berlin-torn  American  is  a 
brave,  unashamed  anachro¬ 
nism.  In  an  age  bristling  with 
rapid-fire  guitar  solos,  he 
plays  solid  —  but  surprisingly 
dextrous  —  rhythm  guitar, 
picking  out  tasteful  single-note 
lines  only  very  occasionally. 
Instead  of  mumbling  the  odd 
graceless  announcement,  or 
ignoring  the  audience  alto¬ 
gether.  he  makes  it  his  first 
priority  to  involve  them  from 
the  off.  warming  them  up  with 
a  selection  of  jazz  chestnuts  — 
instructing  an  imaginary 
band:  “Don’t  tune  up,  fellas, 
it’ll  sound  like  more  men"  — 
and  following  up  with  a  string 
of  increasingly  surreal  mono¬ 
logues  on  subjects  ranging 
from  Frankenstein  to  cordon 
bleu  cookery. 

Grosz  is  at  his  most  anach¬ 
ronistic.  however,  in  the  choice 
and  delivery  of  his  material. 
Taking  as  his  premise  the  well 
worn  —  but  nonetheless  true 
-  line,  “they  don’t  write  'em 
like  that  any  more.”  he  packs 


Marty  Grosz 
Burgh  House,  NW3 


his  show  with  well-crafted 
songs  from  the  1930s  and 
1940s,  written  by  the  likes  of 
Victor  Young.  Frank  Loesser, 
Fats  Waller,  Sammy  Fain  and 
Walter  Donaldson.  And  he 
delivers  them  humorously  but 
respectfully,  gently  satirising 
ja2z-song  conventions  in  a 
manner  reminiscent  of  Lou¬ 
don  Wainwright  Ill’S  affec¬ 
tionate  send-ups  of  folk  and 
country  and  western. 

True,  his  task  in  this  partic¬ 
ular  concert  was  made  a  little 
easier  by  the  intimacy  of  the 
venue  —  about  70  locals  in  a 
relaxed  Sunday  mood  cannot 
be  the  most  difficult  audience 
Grosz  has  ever  had  to  win  over 
—  but  there  was  no  mistaking 
either  his  genuine  enthusiasm 
for  the  lesser-known  tunes  in 
his  Fats  Waller  medley  or  his 
unreserved  and  infectious  ad¬ 
miration  for  the  sheer  clever¬ 
ness  of  songs  such  as  /  Wish  I 
Were  Twins  and  When  I  Take 
My  Sugar  to  Tea. 

By  the  time  he  really  got 
down  to  crowd  pleasing,  by 
singing  The  English  Blues — a 
selection  of  the  most  celebrat¬ 
ed  earthy  blues  lines  sung  in 
the  manner  of  a  stereo- 
typicaliy  inhibited  English¬ 
man  —  his  audience,  to  a  man 
and  woman,  were  already  as 
pleased  as  any  performer  has 
a  right  to  expect. 

Chris  Parker 


The  Birds 

Com  Exchange, 
Cambridge 


HI  hair,  a  ratty  red  dressing 
gown,  and  a  tendency  to  caw 
and  squawk.  But  in  the  chorus 
I  variously  spotted  a  Kafka 
clerk,  a  tramp  from  Godot,  a 
dishevelled  waiter,  a  cabaret 
girl  from  1930s  Berlin,  a  silent- 
movie  comic  and  a  bride  in  her 
wedding  dress.  They  are  a 


bleak,  tacky  and  not  very 
feathery  lot. 

The  choreography  can  be 
monotonous,  too.  There  is  a 
limit  to  the  variety  of  tripping, 
jerking  and  hopping  that  coo¬ 
ing.  clucking  students  can 
assay.  But  the  commitment 
never  flags,  and  fun  is  seldom 
far  away.  This  Cioudcuckoo- 
land  is  intermittently  invaded 
l?y  the  butts  of  Aristophanes’s 
satire,  among  them  a  phoney 
soothsayer,  a  snarling  shyster 
lawyer  with  a  black  plastic 
head  and  a  succession  of  gods 


irked  by  the  birds'  interception 
of  their  blood  sacrifices.  That 
means  opportunities  for  the 
cast  to  double,  treble,  or  more. 

Could  the  transformations 
be  more  inventive?  Some¬ 
times.  But  when  the  excellent 
Umbajee  becomes  a  grumpy 
Hercules  or  a  burly  Iris  in 
silver  drag  and  lets  Aristoph¬ 
anes'S  verse  rip.  you  know  for 
sure  thsd  Greek  is  not  a  dead 
language  yeL 

Benedict 

Nightingale 


NOMINATED  FOR 

ACADEMY  AWARDS 

including  BEST  PICTURE  and  BEST  ACTOR 
BEST  SCREENPLAY  •  BEST  CINEMATOGRAPHY  •  BEST  MUSK 
BEST  EDITING  •  BEST  SOUND 


"MAGNIFICENT... 

ONE  OF  THE  BEST...  GRIPPING, 
GRITTY  AND  ULTIMATELY  UPLIFTING' 

“A  WONDEEFULEILM... 


in  a  League  of  i  i  s  own...  i  m  i  ell 


I  I  N  'O  ! 


GO  TO  SEE  IT.” 


"A  DAMN  FINE  FILM. 

A  SHAW-FIKE  WINNER...  SUPERB 

"A  SURE  HIT 

HIGHLY  ENJOYABLE" 


toES :  AM  EEL 
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N  fiLMS  Of 
O  SEEA.K  CL 


THIS  LOAF  Oft 


SHEER  CELLULOID  DYNAMITE 


TIM  ROBBINS 


A  A  OAG  "  A  I  CDEC  A  a  ^  |\  s 
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REDEAAETION 


EXCLUSIVE  PRESENTATION -A/OW/ 

Sep.  Progs.  Daily  at  1-50, 5.10. 8J20pm 
Late  Night  Shows  Fri  &  Sat  at  1135pm. 


ODEOia 


LBICESTER-SQUARE 
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34  ARTS 


LONDON 

conning 

jBriSek,s*WteopreL^<te*« 

Is  dw  Vixen.  Nicholas  Fta**®:  .. 

PyaaMfgid  Sara  TUftO* 1118  ftg-WBh 
a  m  ccmptemert  d  woodland extras 
olayeclbychfttan  Stuart  Htw» 

Blerrecn;  Stephen  a*w  conducts. 
Se***rt.  »  Martas  Lane.  VW3 
(Q171-632B300)  TomonOW.  7.30pm  8 

WHATTHE  BUTLER  SAW-  PhyMa 
Uoyd  dhects  Hchad  Wfecrt.  Jcbn 
/Jferton  and  Oabra  fllat  In  Orton  3 

fefctcal  Fusudar  nightmare  Famously 
booed  a  3s  Iflffl  premiere:  now  a 


Ktfomf  (Lyoaun).  South  Bank,  SE1 
(Om -928 2252}.  Pr»*wst*<gintoR»gW, 
7  30pm.  Opens  Mar  2. 8 

MUJStfS  AT  ST  JOWTS:  The  London 
Colegeot  Musk:  Symphony  Oichadra 

and  the  Royal  Choral  Society  fofct 
trees  torigtt  tor  a  programme  ol 
Copland.  Hunpanfttck.  PuccW. 
Protafev.  Se  Bemmg  end  Maori.  sit  n 
ad  of  Cnee  Bwcaremert  Care  and 
Winged  Feflowsftto  Trust.  Oi  Sunday, 
one  o(  Brtefci'3  gre8tQ8t  tenom.  AAwto 
Rwnadtaa,  celebrates  his  fiOih  birthday 
and  40  yean  of  a  most  dbttngulshed 


SJ  John’a.  Snwi  Square.  Swi  (0171- 
222 1061).  Tonvght  and  Sun.  7.30pm. 


WEEKEND  CHOICE 


A  daily  gutda  to  arts 
and  entertainment 
eompnedbyKrisAndeieon 


PHOTOS  BY  ANDERSON  &  LOW:  A 
sates  of  ptatiram-patadurt  pnnte. 
snendad  as  a  set  of  mages  baaed  on 
ctesscsi  memos,  is  now  on  view. 
Andereon  and  Uw  were  among  the 
lira  three  photogrestera  aver  to  haws 
vmk  accepted  far  eahtjttton  by  the 
Roytd  Academy  of  Arts  and  ths 
partai*  sales  has  toured  to  geai 
acdamtn  New  Yort  and  Chicago 
Ray  MBes  Gallery.  Burton  Street.  W1 
(01 71-485  «747).  UTCIFe028. 

ELSEWHERE 

MANCHESTER  Human  buttefftes. 
axofie  anmals  andflyrgtriiaie  are 
among  the  subjects  h  The 
OretesquK  Otnamentel  Pnnts  tam  the 
Brite/7  Museum.  A  real /fce-kv 
Wondenand  appeal  (or  an  aWtaionthat 
traces  die  tfewioprner*  of  the  Sghes  ri 
fantasy  that  erentuaDy  ataprtd  the 
Suneahsts  A  South  Bank  Carte 
tounng  euhtoMm 

WMterorih  ArtGtfwy.  Untwostyol 
AtencheoBi.  CWtaid  Road  (0161-273 
4865}.  Tomorrow  unB  Apr  8.  Q 


BIRMINGHAM:  Btantnghan  Jazz 
and  Dutch  penst  Mehfe)  Bream  taam 
up  to  honour  Lenraa  TriEtano,  «a  part  ^ 
the  rewards  tfie  K&ennium  testivaL  &W 
a  Symphony  Hafl.  Attrad  Sendai 
continues  he  eaethoran  sonata  cycle 
recital  senes  (Fri),  Jazz  meets  cteelcai 
nth  tte  Jan  Gwfaarak  and  ffteHBBard 
Eiuaiatrta  partnereKp  (Sat),  and  the 
Wnw  PHBonMnlc  metes  a  rehan 
visit  (Sun) 

Ifidlands  Arts  Centra.  (0121 440 
3838).  SUL  8pm.  Symphony  Hafl, 

Broad  Street  8  ({212  3333).  AH  et  flpm. 

MUSIC  ON  RE  SOUTH  COAST: 
VoUrtet  Tasmtn  Lttis  joins  Bcterd 
rtekox  and  (ha  Bournemouth  SO 
torfrft  wth  a  progamme  oi  Breton, 
Bruch  and  Beethouen  On  Sunday, 
Kathiyn  Stott  performs  Grieg's  Plano 
Concerto  with  the  Brighton  PhBftar- 
monfc  end  Tamfe  V&a4y  conducts  the 
Boumenmdh  8kifonMta  tar  an 
aflanoon  ottiKftional  tawtuttasu 
Portsmouth.  QuttiaBg)tQ17Q5 
8243551  Tcrtgt*.  ?  ,30pm,  Brighton, 
Dome  fi  {0273  674357}.  Sir,  2.45pm; 
Bournemouth,  Winter  Gardena  ® 
(01202  297297],  Sun.  3pm 

HNNSURGHrSuzamaBofMar 

shows  jun  what  a  smooth,  bkiosy  wee 
cat  do  when  she  totiows  the  ferrites 
jazz  greats  Pianist  Dawtd  Newton 
shares  the  bB. 

Qumo's  Had,  dark  Street  (0J3I-668 

2019).  Tonight.  8.30pm.  8 


■  BROKEN  GLASS:  Arthur  MIHbTS 

masterty  drama  cAstflng  ha  Uekxig 
concern  w«ti  persons!  responstAty. 
David  Thacker's  production,  with  1-temy 
Goodman  and  Margot  Leicester  s$wb 
as  tha  central  JawBhcoipie 
Duke  of  Yaritfs,  St  Martin's  Lana  VUC2 
(0171-636  5122)  Opens  tonigM.  7pm. 
Then  Mon-Sat,  7.45pm:  mats  Wed  and 
SeL  3pm.  0 

□  THE  CLANDESTINE  MARMAGE. 
Nnol  Haothome  plays  the  drt3p*rtmnQ 
Lewd  Oglaby  and  drects  a  strong  east 
■n  ths  gootWieaned  comedy  about 
Iffltwemiwy  greed  snobbery  and  true 
kwe 

Queens,  Shatesbuy  Avenue.  W1 
(0171-494  5041).  Mon-Sat  7.30pm; 

mau  SaL  3.30pm. 

□  DESIQN  FOR  U\WG  Rupert 
Graves  and  Marcus  D'Anaco  pat  Rachel 
Wiaisz  tor  Sean  MNIllBB'sawerdwinnlng 
Oormar  production  ot  Cowanfs 
manage  a  Ms  comedy. 

Gielgud,  Shaftesbury  Avenue.  W1 
(0171-494  5065).  Mon-Sffl.  8pm:  mats 
Thure.  3pm  end  Sat.  4pm  Q 

■  EASIER.  Strindberg's  demaol 
shams,  setf-ptty,  pertance.  dahvoyant 
joy  m  nahne  and  the  fteadom  of 
sprmgttrrM  Katie  Mtehel  directs. 

Pit  Bartwcan  Centre,  EC2  (0171-638 
8891)  TorwghL  7 15pm:  Sa.  2pm  and 
7.15pm.  0 

□  IN  PRAISE  OF  LOVE  Refer  Bowies 
and  Lisa  Harrow  m  Raolgan  drama 
about  bang  vary  brave  when  facing 


THEATRE  GUIDE 


Jeramy  Nnorton^  wMsamet) 
of  theatre  showing  In  London 

■  House  toll,  return  only 
E  Some  seats  available 
□  Seats  at  eH  prices 


death  Richard  Otvw  drects 
ApaSo.  ShsfteGtxwy  Avenue.  W1 
(0171-494  5070)  Now(weviawing.8pm. 
Opens  March  6 

□  INDIAN  INK:  Fdllcity  Kendal. 
Margaret  Ty2acfc  and  Art  MaUc  in  Tom 
Stoppard's  new  play,  sal  in  trknowabte 
Jncfian  1930  and  a  Shepperton 
durgakiw  today.  Paw  Wood  dkects. 
Aldwycfi.  Aldwycti.  WC2  (0171-416 
6003}  Now  prevtawrig,  7.30pm:  mat 
SM.  3pm  Opens  Feo  27. 

□  (QUA  JO£  U»V  dhsorbhg 
shock-drama  by  Tracy  Letts  where  a 
trash-trader  tamfy  vktinly  arrHates 
teeit  by  employinfl  a  hfrman  to  W  their 
unwanted  Mom.  WBson  Mam  drects. 
VaudavOa  Strand.  MG2  (0171-836 
9967).  Mon-So,  8pm 

B  MAMA  I  WANT  TO  SINa  The 
tonges-funring  Oft-Braadway  black 
musical,  based  on  ta  He  ot  the  Hariam 
sk«er  Dons  Troy  (who  here  plays  her 
own  mother)  ■  With  Chaka  Khan. 
Cambridge.  Esrtrem  Street  WC2 


(0171-4845080).  Mon-Sat.  745pm: 
mas  Tub  and  Sat  3pm.  Urtii  Apr  8. 

□  THE  STOP:  Phyfe  Nagy’s  latest, 
satin  Las  Vegas  where  an  odd  both  o( 
charaatereb  converging  (ora  total 
edpsa  Steven  PimlcC  tSreco  a  large 
cast  that  incfcides  Cheryl  Cempbel. 
Nfechoies  FarreL  Nicholas  le  PrevosL 
Royal  Court;  Sioane  Square,  SWI 
(0171-730  5745).  Now  prevBwmg. 
7.30pm.  Opens  March  1. 

E  THE  THREE  LIVES  OF  LUCE 
CABROt- Sknon  Mcaumey'e  ttufilng 
producaon  on  the  tares  and  anguish  oi 
peasant  tie.  for  Theairs  de  Compiicaa. 
ShaihaiMry.  Shaftaabuty  Avarua 
WC2  (0171-379  5399).  TanW.  730pm, 
Sol  230  and  8pm.  final  week.  B 

BIWTWmWNVOPBTA: 
PhyBdaUaytfsspfenddyimentM 
revival  at  Kur  Wars  opera  Tom 
HoBandar  fflona  Machaath:  words  by 
"BertotBrachT 

DonmerWaraliouae,  EariwmSt. 

WC2  (Q171-369 1732).  MorvSaJ,  8pm; 
mats  Wed  and  SaL  3pm.® 

H  ZORRO— THE  MfSICAL:  The 
madredswBBhbucMorrtipttawrenge. 
defies  gravity  and  gfcus  (he  audanoe  a 
great  ttna  m  a  typicaty  rumbustious  Ken 
HU  show 

Theatre  Royaf,  Gffiy  Raffles  Square, 
Stradord.  E1S  (0181-534  0310)  Morv 
SaL  Bpm;  soma  mats  in  Mar  2. 8 
Ttcfcet  rtocmemn  suppled  by  Society 
at  London  Theatre. 


NEW  RELEASES 


UFTTO  THE  SCAFFOLD:  Revival  of 
Lours  Malle'S  first  Itm  (1957),  an 
aisorbvig  Mar  about  a  murder  thai 
goes  wrong  With  Maunos  RoneL 
Jeanne  Moreau  and  a  Mies  Davis  jazz 
Gcore. 

Everyman  8 (071 -435  15351 

♦  NATURAL  BORN  Kb-LBTS  (18): 
Warped  lovere  ambarit  an  a  shooting 
rarrpage,  with  tha  media  in  pirsuL 
Wsansome  oroass  from  (tractor  Ofiver 
Stone,  with  Woody  Harrebon  and 
JUSsasLewis. 

depham  Ptctura  House  (0171-498 
3323)  Gate  8  <017 1 -727  4043)  MOM 
Chetoea  (0171-352  5096)  Odaone: 
Kensington  (01426914686)  Swta 
Cottage  fW  4%  9140S6J  Wtat  End 
101426  91 557*)  Scraao/Baker  Street 
tOI 7 1-935  2772)  UClWMtelaysS 
(0171-792  33321 

♦  QUIZ  SHOW  (IS)  Dream  Robert 
Redfoid  ressuects  a  TV  scandal  of  the 
late  1950s.  Fme  performances  (John 
Turturro.  Ralph  Fiennes.  Paul  Scotakfl. 
but  ml  enough  Us.  or  relevance. 
Barbican  Q  (01 71 -638  8881)  MGM 
ChalaBi  (Qiri -352  S09Q  Odaotrs: 
Haymariiat  (01426  915353]  Kanslng- 
ton  (01426  914666)  SafsaCotrage 
101426914096)  Srawan/Tffl  Q  (0171  - 
435  3366)  UCl  WhReteys®  (0171  -792 
3332)  Wtonar  8  «H  H-43T  4343J 

♦  THE  RWER  WILD  (12).  Cnmnals 
itnperi  a  famty  on  tlw  white  wNe* 
iBttmgho&dBy  En|oyBble  action  ttvilw. 
wih  Meryl  Streep  and  Kevin  Bacon 


CINEMA  GUIDE 


Geoff  Brown’a  assessment  of 
fRrna  In  London  end  (where 
Indicated  wMt  the  symbol  ♦ ) 
on  rsleese  across  the  country 


Director.  Cuts  Hanson. 

Bartrlcan  8  (D1T1 -638  8891) 
ciapfram  Ptctura  House  |01 71  -488 
3323)  Empka  ®  (0800  B8891 1) 
fifOMs;  Baker  Stravt  (0171-935977^ 
FuRMra  Road  (0171-3702636) 
Trocadaro  B(0171J34  0031)  Matting 
H«  CoronetS  (0171-727  6705)  ua 
WhltMeysB  10171-792  3332) 

CURRENT 

CAMILLA  Wtwnaqal  swansong  (or 
Jessca  Tandy,  an  aged  concert  vxrtmst 
who  rejuvanafas  a  yourgsr  woman 
(Bridget  Fonda)  Drecaar.  Deeps  Mahta 
MGM  PlccatflKy(Dl71 -437  3561) 

♦  INTERVIEW  WITH  THEVAMPfflE 
(18):  Tom  Cause  shows  Brad  ttt  ate 
vampre  voy  of  fife.  Did.  over- duffed 
verson  of  Anne  Rea's  book.  Director, 
Ne4  Jardaa 

UGMk  Tattanhnm  Cowt  Road 
f0171-6366148)TrocadaroBWlTl- 
434  0031 1 UCI  HMafeya  8  0Tf  H-792 
3332)  WaroarB  10171-437  4343} 

♦  ONLY  VOU  (PG)  Lazy  bland  ol 
comedy,  romance  and  travekniavnDi 
Robert  Downqr  Jr  and  Marisa  Tama 


Director.  Norman  Jewisoa 
MBMi:  ChMiaa  (0171-862  5098) 
Tottenham  Court  Road  (0171-636 
6148)  Odaons:  MrezanlmB  (01426 
915683)  Swiss  Cottage  (01426914098) 
UCl  WtiRsieys  8  (9171-792  3332) 

♦  RUOYARO  KIPLING’S  THE 
JUNtAE  BOOK:  Muddad  five-action 
adventures  of  jurgfe  boy  Mowgfi.  With 
Jason  Scott  Lea  Lena  Headey.  Cary 
Owes  Drector,  Stephen  Sommers. 
MGM  Chelsea  (0171 -3S2  5098} 
Odaone:  Kensington  (01426  014606) 
Swfn  Cottage  (01426  914098)  West 
End  0)1426  815574)  UCl  Whltetoy affi 
(0171-7823332) 

♦  SHALLOW  GRAVE  (18):  Wickadly 
enioyabie  cormdy-thrila  about  Brea 
EMugh  ctuns  and  a  corpse  loaded 
with  money.  Oarery  Boyte  dkects  Keny 
Far.  Christopher  Ecdeston  and  Ewan 
McGregor. 

MGMs:  Fulham  Row!  (0171-370 
2636)  Hayraarkat  (0171-8®  1527) 
Shaftesbury  Avanua  (0171-836  6279) 
Scraan/Baker  Street  (0t71  -935  2772) 
UCl  Whltolayj  8(0171 -782  3332) 
WamarB  (0171-437  4343) 

♦  STAR  TREK:  G9IERAT10NS  (PG): 

but  acceptable  film  debut  tor  the 
stare  of  tefevtoon'E  Star  Trek.  The  Nod 
Generation.  Patrick  Sfiwwrt^  Cactain 
Picard  mads  Wflfiam  Shader's  Wrk. 
Drector,  David  Carson. 

Empire  (0800  688811)  MGM  Baker 
Street  (0171-835  9772)  FiAam  Road 
(01 7 1-370  2638)  TrocedwoB  (0171- 
434  0031)  Pin  (0800  888887)  UCl 
WNteiaysB  (0171-782  3332) 


DANCE:  Nadine  Melsner  finds 


When  lovers  are 


THE  TIMES  FRIDAY  FEBRUARY  2|;!995 

Nureyev’s  interpretation  of  Shai^speaie^^^^f^ 


just  too  faithful 


FEW  companies  enjoy  the  luxury  of 
possessing  two  versions  of  a  ballet,  but 
that  is  one  legacy  left  to  English 
National  Ballet  Rudolf  Nureyev  cho¬ 
reographed  Romeo  and  Juliet  for  diem 
in  1977.  He  was  understandably  upset 
when  years  later  the  then  director  Peter 
Schairfuss  persuaded  Ashton  to  mount 
his  version.  But  Schaufuss  declared  he 
wanted  both  performed,  and  so  it 
proved  to  be. 

Nureyev’s  Romeo  and  Juliet  needs  a 
large  cast  which  is  perhaps  why  it  has 
taken  eight  years  for  this  revival  by 
Patricia  Ruanne  (Nureyev’s  first  Ju¬ 
liet).  Since  the  Royal  Ballet's  own 
production  by  MacMillan  started  a 
run  only  days  ago,  comparisons  seem 
inevitable.  MacMillan  scares  higher  in 
several  respects,  but  Nureyev  has  the 
upper  hand  in  the  crowd  scenes  and 
fights.  His  combatants  do  not  vapidly 
clickety-dick  swords,  but  wrestle  with 
bare  hands  and  parry  and  thrust  their 
blades  with  frightening-  venomous 
verisimilitude. 

Dmitri  Gruzdyev  (ex-Kirov)  made  a 
particularly  elegant  swordsman  as 
Tybalt  Riveting  in  his  stage  presence 
and  with  spectacularly  floating  jumps, 
he  had  the  advantage  of  playing  a 
character  conceived  here  as  fascinat¬ 
ingly  complex:  a  man  dangerously 
implacable,  yet  also  touchingly  kind 
towards  Juliet 

Another  strength  is  the  broad  social 
tapestry  that  spreads  before  us.  full  of 
vivid  details  such  as  the  plague- 
infected  beggar  who  suddenly  drops 
dead.  I  find  Ezio  Frigerio’s  spacious, 
streamlined  terraces  and  columns, 
though,  just  too  sanitised,  seemingly 
based  on  Renaissance  architectural 
drawings  rather  than  actual  towns. 

The  criticisms  first  levelled  at  the 
production  remain:  it  still  lacks  pas¬ 
sion  and  translates  Shakespeare  over- 
lhcrally.  Act  in  sags  under  its  own 
considerable  weight  padded  out  with 


Romeo  and  Juliet 

Mayflower,  Southampton 


minor  episodes  and  baroque  lurches 
into  fantasy. 

Moreover,  Nureyev  tends,  Russian- 
style,  to  express  everything  as  dance, 
even  scenes  such  as  the  couple’s 
wedding  where  mime  and  stillness 
would  have  been  more  powerfully 
succinct  Perhaps  that  is  why  the  pas 
de  deux  seem  so  passionless,  because 
they  concentrate  on  movement  rather 
titan  emotion.  In  fan  the  lovers  seem  to 
find  their  ecstasy  through  the  dancing, 
especially  Juliet.  Nureyev  saw  her  as 
the  story's  life-giving  spark  and  makes 
h  clear  in  the  first  duet:  it  is  her  energy 
which  fires  up  Romeo  each  time  he 
subsides. 

Nureyev,  as  recently  reported,  may 
have  mused  about  an  all-male  cast,  but 
he  did  consider  Juliet  the  gutsiest 
character-  His  Juliet  is  brave,  madcap 
and  bubbling,  yet  also  absolutely 
serious.  He  would.  1  think,  have  liked 
Lynne  Charles,  whose  technique 
looked  solid  rather  than  pretty,  but 
who  more  than  compensated  with 
trenchant,  full-blooded  acting. 

Another  guest,  as  Romeo,  was  Lienz 
Chang  from  the  Cuban  Ballet.  Good¬ 
ness,  what  a  revelation!  Firmly 
centred,  he  has  a  soft  cat-like  plasticity 
and  wonderfully  smooth  spiralling 
turns.  His  first  entry  required  him  to 
plunge  straight  into  a  typical  Nureyev' 
solo,  piled  with  quirky  beaten  steps 
and  fussy  fragmented  phrases.  And  yet 
he  had  the  control  and  articulation  to 
Drake  this  legible. 

Thomas  Edur.  not  one  of  the  stage’s 
great  humorists,  was  miscast  as 
Mercutio.  Giuseppe  Picone  was  a 
handsome,  effective  Benvolio;  and  the 
company  looked  in  particularly  fine 
form. 


Freya  Dominic  (the  Nurse),  Lynne  Charles  (Juliet),  Jane  Haworth 
(Lady  Capuled,  in  Nureyev’s  Romeo  and  Juliet,  revived  by  ENB 


THE  popular  American  composer 
Stephen  Paulus,  bom  in  1949.  has 
written  four  operas  and  his  fifth  will  be 
premiered  in  St  Louis  in  June.  His 
setting  of  James  M.  Carnes  The 
Postman  Alwerys  Rings  Twice  was  first 
heard  there  in  1962  and  came  to  file 
Edinburgh  Festival  the  following  yean 
The  Woodlanders ,  based  an  Hardy's 
novel,  dates  from  1985  and  was  given 
its  European  premiere  by  the  Oxford 
University  Opera  Club  an  Wednesday. 

The  Woodlanders  belongs  to  that 
perhaps  peculiarly  American  genre, 
the  “well-made  opera”.  It  is  based  on  a 
proved  source  from  another  medium; 
its  action  is  well-crafted  (up  to  two  and 
a  half  hours'  music  neatly  divided  into 
three  acts  of  diminishing  length);  its 
tonal  musical  language,  nearer 
Vaughan  Williams  than  Britten,  with  a 
dash  of  Delius  and  wannabe  Puccini, 
hardly  sounds  American.  Word-setting 
is  smoothly  accomplished  over  an 
orchestra  in  which  harp  and  wistful 
woodwind  solas  are  prominent  It 
proceeds  at  a  natural,  ambling  pace 
and  is  enormously  —  some  would  say 


OPERA:  Brave  student  effort  at  an  over-wordy  work 

Too  many  trees  to  see 
the  polished  wood 


hideously  —  com¬ 
petent 

Colin  Graham's 
conversational  libr¬ 
etto  sounds  too  much  like  a  classic 
serial  adaptation  for  radio,  clogged 
with  words  we  do  not  need  in  the 
theatre,  and  the  simple  subjecr-marfer 
—  Giles  Winterbourne's  and  Many 
South’s  unrequited  love,  the  messy 
eternal  triangle  of  Grace  Membury, 
Mrs  Channond  and  Dr  Fhzpiens  —  is 
overloaded  with  rircumstantiai  detail’ 
there  are  19  named  characters,  and  you 
need  an  ice-pack  and  stiff  drink  to  get 
through  the  programme  synopsis. 

The  dangers  are  predictable:  too 


The  Woodlanders 

Oxford  Playhouse 


often  when  a  musi¬ 
cal  idea  is  launched 
—  a  soliloquy-aria,  a 

-  promising  quartet — 

it  is  broken  off  prematurely  because  we 
have  to  get  bade  to  the  plot  Paulus 
succeeds  in  telling  file  story,  but  that  is 
not  what  opera  is  primarily  about  His 
music  is  content  meekly  to  follow  the 
action  rather  than  propel  it 
This  was  a  formidable  challenge  to  a  ~ 
umversity  group,  one  from  which,  they 
emerged  with  honour  unstained.  Hie 
challenge  was  even  greater  given  that 
die  female  lead.  Elizabeth  Rodger,  fell 
ill:  she  mimed  Grace  Melbury  on  j 
while  Jane  Webster —an  imt 


bright,  mettlesome  soprano  —  saag 
from  the  pit.  The  young  conductor 
Sarah  Ioannides  declined  to  let  fos 
faze  her  and  kept  the  coolest  of  head  in 
a  tautty  controlled  performance. 

Alison  Brown's  production  in  Darid 
Palser’s  atmospheric  decor  was  sini- 
Iariy  dear-headed;  the  contribution  of 
the  seznHhOTus  of  eight  Woodlandts, 
who  fill  in  details  of  tiie  plot  for  us  afer 
the  manner  of  butierand  housqn^(  in 
old-fashioned- West  End  mmed} 
particularly  praiseworthy.  John 
ad  Flanagan  sang  vividly  as  “ 
Melbury,  one  of  the  few  efra 
with -some  operatic  profile,  and  Ktth- 
ryn  Hide  made  ^ ■-  touching.^ 

South.  Sarah  Haigh  was  a ;  ^  ^ ''  — 
Channond.  S'  character  Wi 
quite  mate  up  her  mind  if  she  « 
Knows  or  Princess  EboJir 
Milhofer  (Ffepfers)  went 
motions  of  tenor-as-rat  nicety  i 
and  .Meurig  Davies  made  a 
too  passive  Giles.  None, 
could  transcend  their  material 

Rodney  M 


ENTERTAINMENTS 


THEATRE 


THEY  WERE  BORN  LOSERS  UNTIL 
SHE  SHOWED  THEM  HOW  TO  PLAY! 


Kenwigfrt  pmsents 


AD6LPW 

“ANDREW  LUOYD  WEBBBVS 
MASTERPIECE”  MEM  Si  Joural 

SUNSET  BOULEVARD 

S»mg 

BETTY  BUCKLEY 
end  JOHN  BARROWMAN 
a*«  OTEDir  QW)  BOOKNGS 
CALL  0171 34400050*0  toe] 
GRP  BOOKING  413  3302  (1*3  fee) 
NO  BOOKING  FEE  FOR 
PERSONAL  CALLERS  AT  THE 
ADELPM  BOX  OFFICE 
Recoded  rionntan  0171 379  B8B4 

MooSel  7.45  Mss  TIw  4Sat  100 

Mr  Buiwaiun  does  ncl  appear  Man 


ALBBTT  WC2  80  0171  389 1730 
CC0171  344  4444  (no  t*g  fee) 

RKMAYALL 

“A  Li  BH  parfamvee-  S-Tel 
Da*  Mai  In  “SIMON  GRAY’*  -rtty, 
oocfcng  and  ttanug#r  futiene  new 
ptay*  My  Express 

CELLMATES 

Evas  ftjm  Mate  Wed  3ora  Sal  Soni 


ALDWYCHccC71  416  6003 

071 487  9977  (no  lea) 
REDUCED  PREVEWS  NOW 
OPENS  MOfOAY  AT  70 

&ga  7-30,  Mats  Wed  8  Sal  10 

FEUCmr  KENDAL 
MARGARET  TTZACK 
&  ART  MALIK 

in  TOM  STOPPARDS  Now  Ptay 

’  INDIAN  INK 

Oteded  by  PETER  WOOO 


APOLLO  VICTORIA  CC  0171 416 
COQccSWn  0171 3444444/0171497 
8877  Gips  0171 4166075/413  3321 

Andrew  LLtyd  Webber** 
New  production  ol 

STARLIGHT  EXPRESS 

*A  RSORN  TWATWCAL 
DELIGHT”  Daly  BM 
Wtateknuddanra19A5dH4y 
Tub &Ss!15to  Tickets  tarn  £1250 


APOLLO  0171 494  506^3*4  4444/ 
<879977 

rem*  bowles 
USA  HARROW 

IN  PRAISE  OF  LOVE 

By  ILHLHCE  RATT1GAN 

REDUCED  PREVIEWS  NOW 

es.Ew.ets. 

EresapaMMThuB3Dm.SBl5im 


Sumsernai  nmmrm 

^DTMARALr^p! 

THU  2  MAR  ALL  SEATS  £61 

M,  3  mar  EVE  &  SAT  MAT  ALL  SEATS  £7 

SAT  "  MOH  6,  T1IE  7  MAR  ALL  SEATS  £10 _ 


PLAYHOUSE  THEATRE 

Northumberland  Avenue  London  YVC2 

BOX  OFFICE  &  CREDIT  CARD  071  839  4401 
C.C.  071  497  9977  •  071  344  4444 


V. 


ARTS  THEATRE  GUtowport  St 
WC2  BO  on  83S2132  /  CC  071 344 
4444  CMre) 

FEVER  PITCH 

NKX  HORNBTS  BEST  SOUNG 
BOOK  IS  NOW  A  WT  HAT! 
Vnapreta^ytunqu 
anaauppMde-uundeiftf  Troe  Oia 
to»flf8.Satfi16Sa3Q 
aandbygJO _ 


CAMBHOGE  BO  4x0171 494 
5094  « (no  bfq  lee)  312 193^344 
4444  aps  413  3321/3(2 1970 

FAME 

TRE  MUSICAL 

Raducad  Price  Pnwtan  16  Jma 


CAMBMDGE  THEATRE  071 494 
son  CC  497  9977/344  4444 
(24hrs  7  days,  fcfcg  tee) 

Nbw  YaVa  amabi  hft  rauacal 

mama,iwanttosjng 

Storing  CHAKA  KHAN 
"btana  hat  A  etodric”  ES« 

[  Mar»Sal7450Bi.  Tubs  &  Sal  mateapm 


To 


CALL  071-481 1920 


in  THE  TIMER 


CHKXESTER  0120  781312 
Tbea  21  -  Sat  25  Fab 
SH4RH)  EXPERBCE  preaent 
George  art's  Greet  CJasuc 
THEMBJ-ONTTtenjOSS 
•A  Tritwipk'  Tuna  Oul 
Mon  27  Feb  Sal  4  mv 
CHMESEGOLDB4  DRAGON 
AcrobelB  and  Mapdvu 


COBBY  BO  0171 36B 1731 
X  344  4444/497  9877  &pa  413  3321 

■mwSbHey  VManttoa 
of  tea  »i"  D  TH 
STB’HAMECOLE 
*DudnglySpecarOMBH 

A  PASSIONATE  WOMAN 

Tw  most  mgenaus  and  tenny 
comady  n  kwm"  Standard 
By  KAY  UELLOR 
Dractod  by  NB>  SHSIRBI 
McnSmBontMaHWBd3pmSal4pni 


CRITERION  THEATRE  071 839 

4489/0713444444/4879977 
★  COMEDY  OP  THE  YEAR  * 
Evenng  Standard  Drama  Award 

MY  NIGHT  WITH  REG 

byKavtnByot 
EwrmgsatBpm 
Ewe  8pm  Wed  SSbimbb  4pm 

•Tlie  Baniaat  thfag  to  hft  the 

WaM  End  atoca  Joe  Ortotr 

Mepondant  On  Suatey 
“An  abaulaea  MUST  SEE”  hd 


DOmOON  TWattnas  0171 416 
6060  0171 487  9977  0*9  fee).  &p$ 
0171 418  6075/4133321/240  7941 

GREASE 

Stating  SHANE  RICHIE 
and  SOMA 

“Tart,  fates  A  fat,  bn,  tat" 

Daly  Mrrar 

Ems  730.  Mbs  Wed  &  Sal  3pm 
SOME  GREAT  SEATS 
AVALABLE  MON  -THUR 
ON  MON  13TH  «  TUB  14TH 
MARCH  THE  ROLE  OF  DANNY 
ZUKDWLLBE  PLAYED  BY 
RICHARD  CALKW  _ 


ORLStY  LANE  THEATRE  ROYAL 
SS  x  (Beg  be)  2fli  7  days  0171 494 
5000/344  4444/497  9977  Grpe  831 
862^4945464 

MISS  SAIGON 

"THE  CLASSIC  LOVE  STORY 
OF  OUR  TIM?* 

NOW  M  ITS 

6THS0OATIONALYEARI 

Ews7A5  Mats  Wed  i  Saturn 

Good  seals  e*M  for  Wad  bW 

1  sores  pacts  -  apply  Bto. 

FOR  TELBWONEpOSTAL 

B00NN6S&PBB0NAL 

CALLBIS 

DI71 484  5060  fBMBFg) 


DUCWSSX071  4945070X344 
4444  (no  Mtee)/838  2428  (bkg  tea) 
0714133S1  EresSpra.  Wedraai 
3pm,  Sat  5pm  A  830 
“A  SAUCY  COMEDY”  E.  SW 
NOW  M  ITS  «h  YEAR 

DON’T  DRESS 
F0RDINNER 

"OoriouMyOMregum"  rput 


DUKE  OF  YOare  071  836  512?/ 
9B37  CC  «7  9977/  3(4  4444^0  M 

llaiai  Goottonan 

Ken  Msgot 

Stott  Lmlir 

Tl»  Nbw  Play  by  Artur  Mfe 

BROKEN  GLASS 

"AittKr  Mar  baa  newrwriBsa 
anyrtitafl  battel"  Swi  Th*a 

MdvSbI  7.45pm  Wad  A  Sal  350pri 
0PB4S  T0MGHT  TPM  10  WEBS 
OM.Y 


FORTUNE  BO  iCC 071  8302238 
CC  497  9977  (24ln  NO  tee)  344  4444 
(No  leeVGro  4133321 
"A  REAL  THRfli.  OF  HORROR” 
T1«  StfKby  Tmas 
JOm  MCHAB. 

NORMNGTON  QHAMUGE 

Susan  Hi’s 

THE  WOMAN  IN  BLACK 

Adapted  by  Sittften  Matotrab 
MorvSM  Bpm.  Mote  Tun  3pm 
_ &SH4OT _ _ 


GARRICK  071 494  5033  CC  497  9977 
PAUL  CAAOUNE 

merton  ouarm 

Aritv  SnKh's  new  comedy 

LIVE  BED  SHOW 

Directed  by  Audrey  Cook 

“«s  ptay  has  jokaa  to  r* 

IndonSdi 

Uon-nm  B£a  Fn  A  Sm 
630  &84Spm 
STUOENT  STAND8Y  E950 


GIELGUD  0171  404  5065/344  4444 
RcfiariGnwn  RacMWeisz 
Marr.ua  D* Arnica  A  Wchotaa  day 
n  NOEL  COWARDS 

DESIGN  FOR  UVING 

OrbySE4N4MIMAS 
'TRRAPHANT- ANOTHER  CULT 
WEST  BND  HTT  IS  BORIC  DMaH 
Evas  apra,  Mbs  Thi  3pm,  Sat  4pm 
N&TIreaa  change  from  27th  Fab 
Ewa  7.45  TEasa  A  Sat  Mat  3pm 


HAYMARKETBO/CC  071 B30  8800 
24  It  tt  SWI  tea  344  4444/  «7  0977 
Evenings  73),  Man  Wed  &  Sal  230 
DeartMa  MoBajr  PaMSMtor 
The  Nadond  Ttnaara  production  ol 
Tare  Stoppard’s 
“MASTHWECE"  D.TetegrapH 

ARCADIA 

Dkecad  tv  Trevor  Nunn 
BEST  PLAY  OF  THE  YEAR 
Ere  Sanded  Drama  Award  1893 
LourancaOMarAwaRl 
OVBi  350  PERFORMANCES 


Id  MAJESTY^  2br  484  5400 

(bkg  tea)  CC  344  4444/497  9877  (bka 

teal  GRkpSstes  0171 9306123 

ANDREW  LLOYD  WS8BTS 
AWARD  WMBNQ  MUSICAL 

TEEPHANTCM40F 

THE  OPERA 

Dncfed  by  HAROLD  PffCE 
NOW  BKG  TO  fl  DEC  1895 
Eves  7A6IM8  Wed &&I3XXL 
Acnk-toflntOffiadtfirterrBfcm 


LQfDON  PALLADBAI  BQfCC 
0171 484  5020/344  4444  {£1  tU  sen 
chQ)  497  9977  aps  0171  831 2771 
JONATHAN  PRYCE  it 

OLIVER! 

U0NH.  B/wre  MASTBVECE 
YOU  CAHT  ASK  FOR  M0RP 

STmnet 

Eves  730  MRS  Wed  L  Sal  230 
d«ac  WITH  Bto  FOR 
nenreaaa  A  ftSHrWUmOHa 


LYWC  Shafts  Avs  BO  A  cc  0171 
49«  5D45  x  416  6068  Gras  494 

5454/416  6075/413  3321/312 1970 

"WE  STAR  ENTERTAMOfT' 

S  Tanas 

AINT  MISBEHAVIN’ 

THE  FATS  WALLER  MUSICAL 
"Pua  garn&  takesyor  bresBi 

a«y"DMai 

Eves  Born  Mac  Thur  3pn  Sal  5pm 

Press  8  Mp  Opens  13  lire  7pm 


NATIONAL  THEATRE  BO  0171 92B 
2252  Grps  0171 620  0741:  Mr  cc 
bkg  le*  0l7l  497  9977 
OLIVER  Toni  7 15.  Toflttr  200  A 
7  15  (LAST  PEBF)  TIE  WIND  M 
THE  WILLOWS  Kannadr  Gntttrne 
adapted  by  Alan  Semef 
LYTTELTON  Tent.  Tomor  730 
(PREVEWS)  WHATTHE  BUTLER 

_ SAW  Job  Orton. 

COTTESLOE  Ton'r  7 JO.  Tomor 
230  A  730  ALICES  ADVEN¬ 
TURES  UNDER  GROUND 
adapted  kem  Lews  Cami  by  Chre- 
opher  Hampion  ai  assooabon  witfi 
Martte  Ctoka 


NEW  LONDON  Drury  Lane  WC2  BO 
0171 405  0072  CC  0171 404  4)79  24fe 
3(4  4444/497  9977  Ops  930  61 23 
1>€  AWfEW  LLOYD  WEBBER/ 
TS.ajOTMB*IAia«L 
AWAFCUMNNNG  MU9CAL 

CATS 

Eves  7.46  Mbs  Tue&5al  300 
LATBX»etS  NOT  ADUTTED 

Wtt£NJOTOnUM6ri 

MOTION.  PLEASE  BE  PRCWT. 
Bara  open  at  645 

UMRED  NU  OF  SEATS  AVAR. 
DAA.Y  FROM  BOX  OFFICE 


OLD  WC  0171 926  781^497  997 
TONY  AWARD  WWNBI 

JUDD 

HIRSCH 

“A  TTTAIOC  PB1FORMANCE  - 
AWE-BCPfWG"  JbmbU  CbronidB 

CONVERSATIONS  WTIB 
MY FATHER 

By  MSB  GARDNER 
Dlnacted  by  ALAN  AYCKBOURN 
Fran  2  March.  Opens  7  Itodi 
Eves  7A6.  kfea  Wad  &  Sal  230 


OLD  VIC  B0  071  837B16.Evaring& 

7A5lSatentey4D&aO 

MAUREEN  LIMAN 
JANET  SUZMAN 
LYNDA  BELLINGHAM  to 
THE  SISTERS  ROSB4SWEX5 
Ml  Qotoadr  by  Wardy  WEseerrawi 
Dhcted  by  Mdad  BWernore  ' 
LAST  WEEX  ENDS  SAT 


LYRIC,  SMI*  Aw  B0  &  cc  0171 
404  5065  X  344  4444  AI  IN  llBB 
34M/7  days  (»g  tee).  CC4» 
9977/733 1000  Grps  830  B123 

FIVE  GUYS 

NAMED  M0E 
theolmsiaward- 

WfMNG  MUSICAL 

MorWThu8Frt4aa  a!6&3.45 

LASTawratS 

THE  JOINT  WILL  STOP  JUNW 
ON  4  MARCH 


PALACE THEATRE  0171-04  Q909 
«  Mho  (Wgjee)  0171044 
4444/497  SB77 
Gap  Sain  017)  330  6123 
Sops  D17i  494  Hi71 

■ne  WORLD'S  HOST  POPULAR 
MUSICAL 

LESMISERABLES 

Ews730LteST1iuSan230  * 
LaktoRaanotaMtad 
in*  me  Hnval 
LMT03  NO.  OF  SEATS  AVAL. 
PALY  FROM  BOX  OfflCE 


To  place  your 
ENTHtTAHy^NT  advert  h 

THE  TIMES 
TFEAD6  071-481  1920 
FAX  071-481  9313 
TELEX  &5088 
PRIVATE  071-4814000 


PHOEWXBO/CC  0171  ON  1044/867 
1111/3444444  (fea)  497  9977 

BBT  MUSICAL 
AIL  4  MAJOR  AWARDS 
WILLY  RUSSELL’S 

BLOCH)  BROTHERS 

STEPHANE  LAWRBICE 
“ASTOWSHWGw  S  Express 
-Brtoga  ttw  audtenca  to  Ra  laaL 
and  roaring  in  approver  D  kU 

Eves  7.45  WHS  Haw  3  Sal  4 


PICCADILLY  0171  389  1734/ 
0171 344  4444AM 71 4979977 

BEST  NEW  MUSICAL 

M  70WN_BIBUJANT"  MAS 

ROY  ORBISON  STORY 

ONLY  THE  LONELY 
"The  Beg  O  comas  back  to  Ne  In  a 
geal  rot*  V  rril  ravrvsl"  D£p 
ALL  SEATS  1/2  PRICE  FRI  MAT 
MotvThu  8.  Fh  530  4830.  Sal  5  S  030 
MR  Frkbv  pods  frore 
Mrecti  13ft  5.15  «  S.1S 


PLAYHOUSE  0171 839  4401/497 
9977/3444444 

ITS  BACK 

John  Goober's 

UP ‘N’ UNDER 

Evas  8,  Mats  Tim  1  Sal  5 

Ittretoui  Comedy  at 
hSartsoa  PrtcwB 
Wad  Mbt  1  AI  Saata  CSB 
TTareUrZADSaatoCR 
FrtMar3&SatMBl 
Ai  Seals  E7B 

Sa6vaMar4  AI  SeatoglOa 


PLAYHOUSE  839  4401/407  9877 

ANNA  CARTERET  MARTWJAflVE 

LOUBE  LOMBARD  and  SN0N  WARD 

“Sir  Mer  HA  sparidng  mM  ol 

TWSD&KKJUSCOMEDYtoAW 

ON  APPROVAL 

Eves  ft  Mats  7hte  3,  Sat  5. 

Stwai/MaM  to  Theatre  Rare  E25 
MUST  B0  TOMORROW 


PRMCE  EDWARD  0171 7348951 

cc  04hr  no  Ocn  fee)  836  3464  /  0171 

344  4444  Groups  930  5133. 
BEST  MUSICAL 
Lavanca  OBriar  Awards  SS 
ALL  SINGING  Ail  DANCHG 
ALLGERSHWB4 

CRAZY  FOR  YOU 

IS  A  GREAT,  GLORUUS, 
GLAMOROUS  GOUMNE  OF  A 
SHORT  S.rna 
Eres7A5,Uate7huSSal300 
GOOD  SEATS  AVAILABLE 
THBWSK 


ROYAL  SHAKESPEARE 
COMPANY  LONDON 

(0171  5388851) 
BAHBCAKt  A  CHRISTMAS 
CAROL  Toni  7.15 
THE  PIT:  EASTER  Tool  7.15 

STRATFORD  (01789295623) 

RST:  RETURN  TO  T* 
FORBfDOei  PLANET  Toni  7S0 

SWAN:  JUNGLE  BOOK  Ton  i  7  2D 

Phone  P178B  205  301  tprateaBat 


SAVOY  0171 836  8888  cc  24hr/ 

7  days  no  Ucg  lee  487  9977 
Grps  413  3321/831 2771 

JOHN  GORDON  RUTHE 
SMCLAH  HB4SHALL 

SHE  LOVES  ME 

■BY  FAR  TW  BEST  MUSICAL  IN 
TOWWF.T. 

MonSat  7.45,  Mala  Wed  A  Sat  3JD 
“PICX  UP  THE  PHONE  AND 
_ BOOKNOW”  hd. 


SHAFTESBURY  B0  071 379  5399 
CC071 3444444  (no  lee) 
72mabv  de  Compfcite 
THE  THREE  LIVES 
OF  LUCIE  CABROL 
1994  Tme  Out  Theatre  Awara 
MonFn  730pm,  Sal  23)  &  8.00pm 
HNALPERFS 


ST  MARTBFS  071 835 1443  (no  bta 

to)  071 497  9977  (bkg  tee) 
Owjps071 312 1994  (no  bkg  lea) 
Evas  3,  Tubs  245,  Sat  5  &  6 
Year  ci  Agatha  Chriatfe's 
THE  MOiBFTPAP 


VAWEV&LE  0171 8369987/487 
9977/344  4444  (3Pn  no  tea) 

KILLER  JOE 

“Suptob"  the  Times 
Mortal  aoonri 


fflffKE  OF  WALES  071 830 
59B7/83B  3464/418  6020/344  4444  x 
bkg  tea  Grp-s  071 413  3321 

BARRY  MAIBLOWS 

•C0PACABANA* 

'An  Evering  ttf  Pin  Delghr  DMd 

Tba  Hew  Musfctt  Stontag 
GARYWILMOT 

’Nothing  Can  RresUy  Top  Res’  D.TB 

*C0PACABANA* 

The  Entire  Audence  w»  on  IfttoY 
E»w  0pm.  Mas  Wed  &  Sat  ^rei 
anpdBcovntaanhHe 
SEATS  NOW  AVAILABLE 


QUSNS  0171 494  SOW  (AI  X  tta 
lee)  «7  9977/344  4444 

NIGEL  HAWTHORNE 

THE  CLANDESTINE 

MARRIAGE 

MmSat730MBtsa230 

LAST3WMS 


VICTORIA  PALACE  Boe  Off &cc 
(No  J*g  to)  0171 834 1317  CCftHg 
tea)  0171-344  4444/4879877 
&OWQ171 4133321/0171 9308123 

* BUDDY* 

TIW  Buddy  Holy  Story 
-BRKliAIIT-an 

*  BUDDY* 

"WORDBIFtt.  8TWF1  Sun  Tel 

•BUDDY* 

Mon-Thur  800  FH  530  4  &30 
Sti&OD&UD 
ALL  SEATS  Mr  PRCE 
ffBAr53)PfflF 
STH  STUttOtG  YEAR 
OVER  24100  RRFOniANCES 
awttretoSwwaBoni 


WHnEHALL07l3B9i735w 
on  344  4444 

''A  THRILLER  WITH  AM 
••GBBOIIS  TWIST  ESU 
KeSh  Batter 
JeanBoM 
Gayle  Hurrtcua 

tanMMp 

ChRttaphfflhnlhybi 

DANOR0US 

CORNER 

tyJBPrtesdBr 
'PACKS  A  THRUMS 
HEATTBCAL  PUNCH1  D.Tq) 


To  place  you 
ENTHUWft&fr  advert  in 

THE  TIMES 

TRADE  071-481  1920 
FAX  071-4Q1  9313 
TELEX  925088 
PRIVATE  071 -481  4000 


WYH0HAM8  360 1738  x  344  - 
BEST  PLAY 
BEST  ACTRESS 
Evanbg  Stated  A  Matte  II 
MAGGCSMTTH 
FRANCES  DE  LA  TOUR 
ANASTASIA  HUE 

EDWARD  ALBEPS 

THREE  TALL  WOMEN) 

Otaclad  by  ANTHONY  PAGE) 

Mon-Sal  8pm  Ha!  Sat  3pm. 

ftom  20  Mar  TueSa!  Bpm 

Mate  Wad  A  Sat  ten 
LMITO  SEASON  TO  22  APBLiari 


ART  galleries 


Royal  Academy  ol  Arts,  PtaarMy. 

W1.  106  Daly.  Recoded  rib 
071  439  <996/7  CC071  487-8977 1 

ICOOLAS  POUSSM  -  ! 

1594  -  1886 
ODILON  REDON: 

DREAMS  AM)  VISIONS 
tote  PALLADIAN  REVIVAL 


CINEMAS 


CURZDN  PHOBttX  Phoenix  St  OB 

Charing  Ooas  Rd.  0171-368  1721 

(TO  5kg  bx)  VANYA  ON  4SHD 

SUET  (U)  Progs  al  12.46  ’not 
Sun),  3.15,  5.45,  


OPERA  &  BALLET 


COLISEUM  0171 632  8300  (Mn) 

ENGUSH  NATIONAL  OPBIA 

rent  730  MADAM  BUTTEWLY 

Tonnr  (FUST  MGHT)  730  ' 
THE  CUNNWQ 1ITTLE  VIXBI 


ROYAL  OPERA  HOUSE 304 40D 
fcr  Bta  Off  i  Standby  ria 
TldceteBvalQnthettey 

Tha  Royal  Opera 

Toni  Men,  Wed  E3D 

OBI  ROSENKA VALJBI 
The  neanst  open  gate  la  heaven* 

CtfylM 

Tomor.  ito.  Thur  72D  LA  BOHEME] 
tow  Royal  Badet 

Tnnor  1JH  Cmrfi  1  n 


SADLBTSWH1S  0171 713  8DD 

ENGUSH  70URWG0PBU 

"Baa  open  aaanr  M  on  Sn 
MUS  Fbb:  Tlw  BHbar  el  Srta 
22 1 2t  fab  Otpteos  &  Ewydca 

CABARET 


1 995  R£Sn5Em-  B  — 
BA^TANDI>ANClNg  fl  • 

Cubans  onSjr  £20 

For  boold 
071  437 


r. 


saw*  *  1  1  *  1  - — 
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™E  T1MES  FRIDAY  FEBRUARY  24  1995 


ARTS  35 


POP  ON  FRIDAY:  Cheer  up,  it  is  fun  to  be  famous 

Out  of  the  blue, 
i  into  the  noir 

OfrfrphIiri:i!frVe  s?me  months  by  a  new  wave  of  Blur's  previous  album.  Mod- 
the  Ur  Pseudo-punk  groups.  incJud-  em  Life  Is  Rubbish.  Released 

Manic  SnwTUpf  of  l.?P  Green  Day.  Offspring  and  in  May  1993.  it  stayed  in  the 


a  beguiling  side  to  Polly  Harvey ...  the  best  of  the  Boss 


One  must  have  some 
forebodings  about 
die  whereabouts  of 
Manic  Street  Prea- 
;chers  guitarist  Richey  James, 
[after  the  discovery  of  his 
-abandoned  car  near  the  Sev¬ 
ern  Bridge  ten  days  ago. 
Before  that,  the  28-year-old 
had  disappeared  from  a 
London  hotel.  The  worst  sce¬ 
nario.  perhaps,  is  that  he  is 
dead;  the  best  that  he  has 
sought  solitude  in  parts  un¬ 
known.  But  whatever  James’s 
fate,  both  he  and  Kurt  Co  bain 
—  who  killed  himself  last  year 
—  are  symbols  of  a  bygone  era. 

Like  Cobain,  James  has 
never  been  comfortable  with 
the  trappings  of  fame.  Over 
the  years  the  pressures  of  the 
rock'n’roll  lifestyle  have  taken 
a  heavy  toll.  Far  from  enjoying 
his  good  fortune,  he  has  in 
interviews  frequently  por¬ 
trayed  himself  as  a  man 
plagued  by  demons. 

Much  the  same  was  true  of 
Cobain.  who  took  the  role  of 
the  reluctant  rock  star  to  its 
logical  conclusion.  His  was  the 
ultimate  act  of  nihilism,  and  it 
brought  the  negative,  self¬ 
destructive  ethos  which  at¬ 
tached  itself  to  the  grunge 
generation  grinding  to  a  halt- 
Cobain's  great  rival,  Eddie 
Vedder,  the  singer  with  Pearl 
Jam.  has  continued  to  peddle  a 
fine  line  in  melodramatic 
hand-wringing  both  in  inter¬ 
views  and  on  his  group’s 
current  X'italogy  album,  while 
other  misanthropes  such  as 
Adam  Duritz  of  Counting 
Crows  have  likewise  sold  mil¬ 
lions  of  records  while  contin¬ 
uing  to  insist  that  stardom  is  a 
curse  and  that  life  is  basically 
a  waste  of  effort. 

But  there  are  signs  of  a  new, 
more  upbeat  mood  in  rock.  In 
America,  the  old-fashioned, 
complaining  grunge  bands 
have  been  overtaken  in  recent 


months  by  a  new  wave  of 
pseudo-punk  groups,  includ¬ 
ing  Green  Day.  Offspring  and 
Weezer.  Their"  music  is  brash, 
breezy,  unfailingly  energetic 
and.  for  the  mast  pan.  anxiety- 
free.  And  for  the  first  time  in 
years  some  American  radio 
stations  have  been  showing 
interest  in  a  handful  of  British 
acts,  one  of  them  being  Oasis. 

“I  think  American  youth  has 


DAVID  SINCLAIR 

had  enough  of  people  telling 
them  how  crap  their  lives  are. 
and  I  ihink  that  when  they 
listen  to  our  records  we  just  tell 
them  how  good  their  lives 
could  be.”  said  guitarist  and 
songwriter  Noel  Gallagher, 
interviewed  on  MTV's  News 
At  Night  last  week. 

“People  like  Eddie  Ved¬ 
der  . . .  what’s  the  point? 
Why’s  he  in  a  band  if  he’s  so 
pissed  off  with  it?  Why  doesn’t 
he  go  and  work  in  a  car  wash 
or  McDonald's?  Being  famous 
is  great.  I  love  it.  man.  You  get 
stopped  walking  down  the 
street  for  an  autograph,  that’s 
the  best  feeling  in  the  world.  “ 

Here  in  Britain  there  was 
evidence  of  a  se3  change  in 
rock  at  this  week's  Brit 
Awards,  where  Oasis  won  in 
the  Best  British  Newcomer 
category  and  Blur  took  away 
four  trophies  —  an  unprece¬ 
dented  feat  —  thanks  to  their 
hugely  successful  album, 
Parklife.  Conveniently  forgot¬ 
ten  amid  such  euphoria  was 
the  disastrous  performance  of 


Blur's  previous  album.  Mod¬ 
em  Life  Is  Rubbish.  Released 
in  May  J993.  it  stayed  in  the 
chan  for  a  total  of  three  weeks 
and  did  not  even  reach  the  Top 
Ten.  Yet  musically  it  was,  if 
anything,  a  better  album. 

Despite  the  huge  difference 
in  the  relative  success  of  the 
two  albums,  the  journey  from 
Modem  Life  to  Parklife  was 
effected  by  nothing  more  than 
a  simple  change  of  emphasis 
in  the  lyrics.  Modem  Life  was 
a  parable  about  an  imaginary 
new  town  in  Essex,  where 
everything  is  unremittingly 
dour,  dingy  and  depressing: 
Parklife  is  a  buoyant  celebra¬ 
tion  of  the  richness  and  vitality 
of  working-dass  culture. 

Not  everything  in  the  new- 
look  pop  garden  is  sweetness 
and  tight.  Much  has  been  said 
and  written  in  recent  weeks 
about  the  new  “movement"  of 
pop-noir  acts  (well,  there  are 
three  of  them  to  be  precise) 
from  the  Bristol  area.  With 
their  extraordinary  fusion  of 
tTance-like  melodies  and  slow, 
hip-hop  beats  [hence  "trip- 
hop").  Massive  Attack.  Pbrtis- 
head  (another  of  the  British 
bands  that  are  picking  up 
airplay  in  America)  and  now 
Tricky  (see  album  review  be¬ 
low)  are  making  music  that  is 
as  miserable  and  introverted 
as  anything  that  the  grunge 
era  produced. 

But  nobody  is  asking  us  to 
believe  that  it  is  for  real,  or 
thar  any  of  these  people  is 
actually  going  through  a  liv¬ 
ing  hell  to  make  these  albums. 
Quite  the  reverse.  Fortishead's 
videos  are  done  in  a  grainy, 
cinematic  style,  and  the  perfor¬ 
mances  of  these  musicians  on 
their  various  records  are  no 
less  of  an  act  than  if  they  were 
playing  a  pan  in  a  movie. 

The  Bristolians  may  make 
melancholy  music,  but  the 
elegant  sense  of  gloom  that 


Oasis  love  the  limelight-  “Being  famous  is  great  You  get  stopped  walking  down  the  street  for  an  autograph,  that's  the  best  feeling  in  the  world” 


they  purvey  is  light  years 
away  from  the  violent  urgency 
and  we-mean-it-man  philoso¬ 
phy  which  permeates  the 
music  of  the  old  guard.  The 
last  Manic  Street  Preachers 
album.  The  Holy  Bible,  with 
its  lyrics  written  by  Nicky 
Wire  and  the  errant  Richey 
James,  is  a  non-stop  litany  of 
despair,  with  at  least  one  song. 
Die  In  The  Summertime,  that 
reads  like  a  suicide  note.  "I 
wanna  die.  die  in  the 
summertime/The  hole  in  my 
life  even  stains  the  soil/My 
heart  shrinks  to  barely  a 
pulse/A  tiny  animal  curled 
into  a  quarter  circle."  Perhaps 
the  saddest  thing  now  is  how 


passe  such  an  overload  of 
angst  now  sounds. 

So  what  of  Richey  James,  a 
man  with  good  looks,  intelli¬ 
gence  (three  A  levels  and  a 
history  degree),  a  flourishing 
career  as  a  musician  and  the 
words  “Useless  Generation" 
tattooed  on  his  left  arm?  The 
fact  is  that  he  and  his  kind  no 
longer  fit  in.  New  groups  such 
as  Gene.  Marion  and  Mens- 
wear  are  fired  up  with  self¬ 
belief,  not  self-loathing.  The 
world  has  moved  on.  It  may 
seem  a  harsh  judgment  to 
make,  but  whatever  has  be¬ 
come  of  him.  his  music  and 
attitude  are  relics  of  an  era  in 
pop  which  is  fading  fast 


Who’s  a  pretty  Polly? 

NEW  ALBUMS:  P.  J.  Harvey  is  a  thorny  English  rose, 
Springsteen  is  back  and  Tricky  is,  well,  tricky 


Polly  Harvey,  still  as  witchy  as  ever  but  more  accessible 


P.J.  HARVEY 

To  Bring  You  My  Love 
(Island  524  085) 

WITH  her  flowing,  black  hair, 
pale  complexibn  and  blood- 
red  lips.  Polly  Jean  Harvey 
could,  fleetingly.  be  mistaken 
for  an  English  rose.  But  if  so, 
she  is  a  rare  variety  indeed, 
and  one  whose  music  is  more 
thorn  than  petal. 

To  Bring  You  My  Love,  her 
fourth  album  in  just  three 
years,  sounds  at  times  like  the 
work  of  a  soul  cast  into  the 
outer  darkness.  “I’ve  lain  with 
the  Devil /Cursed  God  above/ 
Forsaken  heaven /To  bring 
you  my  love.”  she  wails  in  a 
tone  of  increasing  agitation  on 
the  spooky  title  track.  Like 
mast  of  the  album,  it  is  an 
unforgiving  song,  hung  on  a 
simple  bluesy  riff  played  by 
Harvey  on  guitar  and  organ. 

At  its  most  forbidding,  as  on 
the  daustrophobic /Tfonk/Vn 
A  Mother  and  the  heavily 
distorted  Working  For  The 
Man .  Harvey's  music  recalls 
the  compelling  voodoo  narra¬ 
tives  that  Nick  Cave  spe¬ 
cialises  in. 


But  whereas  previous  P.J. 
Harvey  albums  have  accentu¬ 
ated  her  more  acerbic  quali¬ 
ties,  here  the  production  —  by 
Flood.  Harvey  and  John  Par¬ 
ish  —  brings  out  a  more 
beguiling  performance.  And  a 
new  side  is  revealed  on  CMon 
Billy  and  Send  His  Love  To 
Me.  both  neat  times  driven  by 
acoustic  guitars. 

Nothing  can  impinge  on  the 
witchy  otherness  that  Harvey 
brings  to  her  songs,  but  these, 
along  with  the  single  Down  By 
The  Water,  are  among  the 
most  accessible  she  has  yet 
recorded.  The  signs  are  that 
her  time  has  come. 

DEL  AMITRI 

Twisted 
(A&M540  311) 

TUNEFUL  songwriters,  de¬ 
pendable  musicians  and 
charming  people.  Del  Amitri 
are  Britain's  most  sensible 
rockers.  Twisted  is  the  latest  in 
a  series  of  tastefully  crafted 
albums  that  have  bypassed 
rock's  fashion  police  and 
found  their  way  directly  into 
the  homes  and  hearts  of  a 
surprisingly  large  and  devot¬ 
ed  following. 

With  songs  that  range  from 
the  lightweight  acoustic  har¬ 
mony  pop  of  Roll  To  Me  to  the 
dramatic  bashing  of  every¬ 
thing  in  sight  during  the 
extended  climax  of  Being 
Somebody  Else,  it  is  an  album 
of  greater  contrasts  than  in  the 
past  although  there  is  still  a 
surplus  of  gentle,  gracefully 
turned  ballads,  ah  hinging  on 
the  theme  of  loneliness. 

Singer  and  chief  songwriter 
Justin  Currie  has  an  eye  for 
lyrical  detail  and  an  ear  for  a 
chorus,  and  while  there  is 
nothing  remotely  innovative 
in  what  they  do.  this  is  an 
album  of  thoughtful  integrity 
and  often  poignant  charm. 

TRICKY 

Maxinquaye 
(Island  524  089) 

GIVEN  his  geographical  and 
musical  connections  with  both 
Massive  Attack  and  POrtis- 
head.  it  comes  as  no  surprise 
to  find  young  Bristolian  rap¬ 
per  Tricky  stepping  straight 
into  the  foil  fjare  of  the 
spotlight  with  the  release  of 
this  strikingly  original  debut 
album. 


Integral  to  the  pop-noir 
sound  of  Maxinquaye  is 
Tricky’s  19-yeax-old  accom¬ 
plice,"  Martina,  whose  star¬ 
tlingly  sexy  voice  drifts  in  and 
out  of  the  ghostly  backing 
tracks  like  a  will  o’  the  wisp. 
Throughout  the  album  an  air 
of  unreality  permeates  a  per¬ 
petually  shifting  musical  land¬ 
scape  skilfully  woven  from 
percussion  loops,  spoken- 
word  snippets,  Qutes.  squeaks, 
blips  and  odd  bits  of  static. 
The  resulting  sound  is  simul¬ 
taneously  edgy  and  lazy,  in¬ 
ducing  a  sensation  similar  to 
that  of  mildly  drugged  para¬ 
noia.  It  is  a  window  on 
another  world  but  the  glass  is 
pretty  opaque. 

BRUCE  SPRINGSTEEN 
Greatest  Hits 
(Columbia  478555) 

BRUCE  Springsteen's  portfo¬ 
lio  does  not  lend  itself  to  a  tidy 
Greatest  Hits  package,  espe¬ 
cially  in  this  country,  where 
many  of  his  “greatest"  songs 
were  never  hits  at  alL  The 
opening  track.  Bom  To  Run  — 
recently  judged  by  The  Times 
and  Radio  One  to  be  the  best 
modern  pop  song  ever  —  is  a 
case  in  point  Its  inclusion, 
along  with  other  non-charting 
classics  such  as  Thunder 
Road .  and  Atlantic  City. 
means  that  several  bona  fide 
hits  are  notable  by  their 
absence,  most  obviously  Cover 
Me  and  Tougher  Than  The 
Rest. 

But  by  and  large,  the  album 
is  a  representative  skim 
through  a  sprawling  reper¬ 
toire  and  includes  such  essen-  I 
tial  landmarks  as  The  River.  I 
Bom  In  The  USA  and  Streets 
Of  Philadelphia. 

The  baft  for  hardcore 
Springsteen  buffs  is  four  pre¬ 
viously  unreleased  recordings 
featuring  the  E  Street  Band: 
Secret  Garden  a  wistful,  new 
ballad  in  the  same  vein  as 
Streets  Of  Philadelphia :  Mur¬ 
der  Incorporated.  a  stomper  of 
a  riff,  recorded  in  19S2;  Blood 
Brothers ,  a  rather  hackneyed 
reverie  on  the  theme  of  com¬ 
radeship  among  musicians: 
and  This  Hard  Land .  a  long¬ 
standing  favourite  from  his 
live  shows,  finally  recorded 
only  last  month. 

David  Sinclair 


chill  out 

THE  NEW  ALBUM  BY  JOHN  LEE  HOOKER 


FEATURING  SPECIAL  GUESTS 
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TOP  TEN  ALBUMS 


1  The  Colour  Of  My  Love . Celine  Dion  (Epic) 

2  Parklife . . . Blur  (Food) 

3  Crocodile  Shoes . Jimmy  Nail  (East  West) 

4  Maxinquaye . Tricky  (Island) 

5  Carry  On  Up  The  Charts . Beautiful  South  (Go!  Decs) 

6  Pan  Pipe  Moods . Free  The  Spirit  (PolyGnam  TV) 

7  Smart . Sleeper  (Indolent) 

8  Bizarre  Fruit . M  People  (Deconstruction) 

9  Definitely  Maybe . Oasis  (Creation) 

10  Always  &  Forever . Eternal  (EMI) 
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INCLUDES:  ^  \ 

Young  Man  Blues  / 

Substitute  /  MW* 

Summertime  Blues  /  »  -  ' 

Shaking  Ail  Over  / 

My  Generation  /  ±  } 

Magic  Bus  /  W  / 

Heaven  And  Hell  /  / 

1  Can’t  Explain  /  £  / 

Fortune  Teller  {  Mg  / 

Tattoo  / 

Happy  Jack  / 

I’m  A  Boy  w  / 

A  Quick  One  's.  / 

Amusing  Journey  /  Sparks 

The  original  album  The  Who  Live  At  Leeds’  was  regarded 
as  the  greatest  live  rock  set  of  its  era. 

25  years  on,  the  new  Uve  At  Leeds’ is  even  better. 

22-page  booklet  offers  a  track-by-track  breakdown  of  the 
concert  and  also  includes  rare  photos  of  the  event. 
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Ir^.-hnh's  (he  hits:  Shukormaker 

Fuivvt'f  anti  CiiraivUri-  A  Alcohol. 
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An  MBA  via  your  PC 


Students  for  an  MBA  course 
that  starts  next  week  will  be 

logging  on  to  it  from  a 
personal  computer  at  home 
or  in  the  office,  and  will  be  able  to 
attend  lectures  by  walking  into  a 
“virtual”  classroom. 

Organised  by  the  Southampton 
Institute  Business  School,  it  will 
open  up  fresh  opportunities  for 
executives  and  others  who  have  not 
been  able  to  get  an  MBA  because  of 
the  usual  need  to  give  up  the 
security  of  a  full-time  job.  Like  a 
traditional  MBA,  the  first  intake  of 
about  20  students  will  qualify  by 
building  up  a  series  of  credits  or 
“units". 

They  can  also  add  a  specialism. 
or  “ pathway ”,  to  the  general  man¬ 
agement  elements  of  the  course. 
Cations  include  corporate  manage¬ 
ment.  human  resource  manage¬ 
ment  and  marketing,  all  of  which 
accommodate  an  IT  strand  that 
teaches  the  student  how  to  use 
technology  as  a  tool  within  the 
business.  In  the  coming  year,  more 
pathways  will  be  added.  Each 
course  unit  is  supported  by  back¬ 
ground  reading,  stored  electroni¬ 
cally  on  die  institute's  computer 
and* available  over  the  IntemeL 
Using  a  combination  of  comput¬ 
er  conferencing  techniques,  elec¬ 
tronic  mail  and  groupware, 
students  will  also  be  able  to  interact 


Anyone  who  cannot  give  up  a  full-time  job 
to  study  can  now  attend  lectures  in  a 
‘virtual’  classroom,  says  Clive  Couldwell 


with  tutors  and  other  students,  run 
business  games,  simulations  and 
participate  in  discussions. 

Southampton  Institute  has  built 
its  own  database  of  information  on 
the  Internet  through  which  stu¬ 
dents  can  access  a  variety  of 
services  by  clicking  buttons  on  a 
specially  prepared  electronic  page. 
They  will  also  be  able  to  access 
information  from  other  business 
centres.  sue*1  35  ^‘e  Harvard 
Business  School  and  the  Sloane 
School  of  Management 

Most  students  are  expected  to 
complete  the  “electronic”  MBA  in 
two  years-  Each  year  has  three.  15- 
week  terms.  Southampton  Institute 
has  made  the  timetable  as  flexible 
as  possible  to  accommodate  foreign 
students  plugging  m  from  around 
the  globe  who  want  to  fast-track 
through  the  course  m  IS  months. 
Alternatively,  those  wishing  to  take 
the  course  part-time  can  take  much 
longer. 

As  well  as  trying  to  appeal  to 
individuals  keen  to  use  an  MBA  as 
a  way  to  upgrade  their  business 
skills,  the  intention  is  also  that  it 


will  introduce  potential  business 
managers  of  the  future  to  an 
electronic  world  of  communica¬ 
tions  and  commerce  in  which  many 
of  today's  larger  companies  are 
beginning  to  operate. 

Although  in  the  past  an  MBA  tag 
has  been  associated  exclusively 
with  fast-path  careers  and  high 
salaries,  the  institute's  course  re¬ 
flects  the  present  wave  of  cultural 
and  technical  change  now  sweep¬ 
ing  through  most  large  companies. 

Technology  has  helped  to  shrink 
the  world:  companies  are  now 
measured  by  the  way  they  innovate 
and  how  they  respond  to  custom¬ 
ers.  In  turn,  this  has  made  the 
MBA  more  of  a  norm  than  the 
exception  in  some  companies, 
because  of  the  way  it  educates 
managers  to  adapt  to  this  new 
trading  environment 

“Any  MBA  programme  in  the 
Nineties  that  doesn't  include  the 
basic  tools  of  business,  such  as  the 
use  of  spreadsheets,  basic  IT  and 
communications  doesn't  have  the 
right  to  call  itself  an  MBA.” 
Professor  Charles  Jennings,  the 


technical  brains  behind  the  new 
course,  says. 

Conventional  management  edu¬ 
cation  has  prepared  the  present 
generation  of  executives  to  control 
from  the  top  down.  However,  these 
management  structures  are  expect¬ 
ed  to  disappear  as  professionals 
work  in  flexible  teams,  linked  by  a 
variety  of  technologies  which  sup¬ 
ply  them  with  the  information  they 
need  to  run  their  business. 

Rapid  developments  taking  place 
in  information  and  communication 
technologies,  particularly  the  ex¬ 
pected  pivotal  role  of  the  informa¬ 
tion  superhighway,  could  underpin 
the  innovative  delivery  of  goods 
and  services  to  customers.  Many 
companies  are  also  starting  to  wake 
up  to  the  fact  that  the  business  and 
electronic  commerce  side  of  the 
Internet  could  represent  a  huge, 
relatively  untapped  marker. 

These  companies  also  know  they 
cannot  exploit  the  opportunities 
this  electronic  market  will  bring 
unless  they  operate  in  a  different 
way,  using  managers  with  the 
appropriate  technology  skills  in 
their  business  portfolio. 

•  Further  details  oj  the  MB. A  can  be 
obtained  from:  Margaret  Horner. 
Southampton  Institute  Business 
School.  East  Park  Terrace.  Southamp¬ 
ton  SO  14  OYN  <01703319821;  Fax: 01703 
235620). 
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Professor  Charles  Jennings  says:  “Any  MBA  programme  in  the  Nineties  should  include  basic  fp* 


TO  ADVERTISE 
CALL:  0171  481  4481 


INFORMATION  TECHNOLOGY 


FAX: 

0171  782  7826 


Independent 

Software  House 

• 

Object 

Technology 

• 

Multimedia 

Communications 

£60,000  packages 


The  Company 

A  loading  authority  in  its  field,  our  client  has  a  very 
impressive  record  oi  achievement  providing  a  wide 
range  of  software  engineering  services  to  major 
blue  chip  organisations  in  the  telecoms.  IT.  retail, 
imbues  and  financial  sectors 

This  company  develops  dienvserver 
solutions  using  object  technology  and  through  its 
pioneering  work  has  become  the  established  world 
leader  in  videoconferencing  and  multimedia 
communications. 

It  is  rare  to  find  a  culture  m  which 
innovation  and  creativity  really  flourish,  where 
informality  successfully  combines  with 
professionalism  and  where  mere  is  a  real  sense  of 
potential  tor  the  individual.  So  as  our  dienl  gears 
up  to  a  Stock  Market  flotation,  this  is  an  excellent 
opportunity  to  join  the  management  team  at  a 
senior  level. 


The  Technology 

Object  Technology  -  One  ol  the  most  talked 
about  technology  breakthroughs  in  recent  years 
is  Object  Orientation  and  the  enormous  benefits 
that  come  from  the  reuse  of  business  objects. 
While  others  have  been  talking,  our  client  has 
been  delivering  high  performance,  business 
critical  systems  and  reaping  the  rewards  of 
object  technology  today. 

Multimedia  Communications  -  The  amval  in 
the  market  of  PC  based  videoconferencing 
products  has  been  the  first  step  m  a  fundamental 
shift  m  the  use  of  computers.  Our  diem  is  a 
world  leader  in  desktop  videoconferencing  and 
multmetiia  communications  and  has  buiu  a 
crack  team  of  consultants  and  software 
developers  with  unparalleled  skills  in  these  fast 
moving  technologies. 


Business  Development  Manager  -  Multimedia  Communications 


To  develop  and  win  business  epoorrurities  in  the  computing  and  electronics  sector  for  bespoke 
development,  consultancy  anc  supper  related  to  mu&mec&a  communication.  You  should  have 
a  strong  technical  understanding  or  PCs.  sotware  and  communications  combined  with  safes 
and  marketing  experience  preferab'v  gained  in  an  OEM  environment 


Business  Development  Manager  -  Finance  Sector 


To  leverage  cur  client's  capacity  r.  de'.verng  object  based,  multimedia,  dienvserver  systems  to 
develop  and  win  business  in  the  finance  sector.  You  must  be  able  to  grasp  the  potential  for  our 
client  s  :echno,ogy  ;o  bmg  fangs'e  business  bereft  to  these  organisations  and  you  must  have  a 
(rack  record  of  se.lmg  soT.va-5  deveic”er:  anc  or  software  packages. 


Project  Directors  and  Technical  Consultants 


You  must  have  a  src“  schwa-e  deve'epment  cr  project  management  background  in  a  systems 
house  environment.  Pro.-ec:  Direct  ms  be  gooo  all-rounders,  able  to  work  with  our  Business 
Development  Managers  m  rracr  sales  camps-gns.  provide  high  level  technical  consu&ng  and  go 
on  *o  manage  and  deliver  ccrrpfex  diem  server  developments.  Technical  Consultants  must  have 
sbong  cfieni  server  skills  «fri  recent  object  technology  or  multimedia  experience.  Yoo  wifl  use  your 
experience  ;o  assess  customer  rea  j  remems  and  corshuct  winning  techhksl  sdtufibns 
which  you  will  see  through  :o  imo'e-nernaocn. 


If  you  have  recognised 
the  potential  at  these  key 
roles,  you  should  write  to. 
or  telephone  Terry  Toms 
at  Executive  Network 
Consultants- Ltd.. 

,125  High  Hobom. 

London  WC1V6QA. 

Tel:  0171  2422010. 

Fax:  01 71  4302587. 
Weekends  6pm  -  9pm 
or  evermos  0589  434439: 


T  W  O  R  K 


Touche 

Boss 

_  £ 


Hampshire 

With  a  turnover  of  L 80  million,  operating 
subsidiarily  throughout  Europe  and  a  growing 
presence  in  the  Pacific  Rim,  our  client 
markets,  designs  and  manufactures  sophisticated 
environmental  control  systems.  It  maintains  its 
leading  market  position  through  constant 
product  development  and  innovation.  The  Group 
believes  the  future  development  of  its 
international  IS  strategy,  which  is  based  on  an 
open  systems  environment,  is  central  to  achieving 
its  commercial  objectives. 

As  a  member  of  the  Executive  Board,  you 
will  report  to  the  Group  Chief  Executive. 
The  position  demands  a  substantial  contribution  to 
the  direction  ol  the  business  and  the  key  challenge 
is  to  use  IS  as  a  strategic  business  tool  to 
drive  change. 

An  outstanding  individual  is  required  with  vision, 
determination,  first  class  interpersonal  skills  and 


£50  —  60,000  +  car  +  benefits 

die  ability  to  identify  opportunities  which  will  give 
the  business  competitive  advantage.  You  should  be 
prepared  to  challenge  the  status  quo,  demonstrate 
pragmatic  business  knowledge  and  influence  key 
managers  at  all  levels  to  adopt  and  introduce 
change.  Not  necessarily  a  technical  specialist, 

previous  experience  will  have  included 

involvement  in  changing  the  internal  processes 
across  functions  and  cultures,  ideally  in  an 
international  environment.  German  language 
would  be  a  distinct  advantage. 

To  apply,  please  send  a  comprehensive  CV 
including  remuneration  details  and  daytime 
telephone  number,  quoting  reference 
CRR  1739  Co  Christopher  Rose,  Touche 
Ross  Selection  and  Search, 

Mountbatlen  House,  1  Gross  enur  r  "-tibii 

Square,  Southampton  SOI  2 BE.  dSlIxl 
Tel:  01703  334124.  (4^*1 — * 


Computer  Industry  ~  "■ 

Technical  Authors,  Trainers  and  Translators 


Authors: 


Authors: 


Authors: 


Authors: 


Authors: 


Contract: 

authors 


Management  Consultants 


London,  financial  systems, 
junior-senior,  E15K-30K 

Thames  Valley,  networks  /  open  systems, 
junior-senior,  E15K-25K 

Oxford/Newbury/Wilts,  human  resources 
s/w  /  educational  multimedia  /  Windows  / 
object-oriented  principles /online  help/ 
energy  systems, 

E16K-30K 

Herts/Suffolk/Cambridge,  CAD/ 

Interleaf  /  Winhelp,  junior-senior, 
E14K-22K 

Midlands,  hardware  /  HR  systems, 
E16K-22K 

Cheshire  /  Thames  Valley  / 

Oxford/  Bristol,  financial  systems  / 

SGML  /  Winhelp  for  application 
developers  /  Framemaker  /  GIS 


Drainers:  London  and  Thames  Valley,  Windows 

applications  /  networks  /  Oracle  / 
Ingres,  up  to  £30K 

Translators:  Contract,  French/German  mother 
tongue,  IT  experience 

Digitext 

Digitext  is  one  of  the  UK's  leading  suppliers  of 
documentation  and  training  specialists  to  the  IT 
industry.  Onr  clients  include  most  of  the  industry's 
household  names  and  many  multinational  companies 
with  substantial  investment  in  IT.  Digitext  also  provides 
training  in  a  wide  range  of  communication  skills. 

Please  send  your  CV  to 
Digitext  n 
15  High  Street 
Thame 

Oxon  OX9  2BZ 


itext 


SENdIT  International  AB 

‘The  Leader  in  Wireless  Dispatching  solutions’ 

Country  Manager 

Compensation  package  ind.  Sales  Incentives, 

UK  based  with  the  opportunity  to  work  across  Europe  and  Asia. 


A  young  and  growing  Scandinavian 
Software  Company. 

One  of  the  feeding'  suppBers  of  end  users 
MobSe  Data  Software  over  GSM  and 
Dispatching  solutions  in  Sweden. 

Now.  expanding  Its  presence  to  European 
and  Asian  markets. 


Maintain  relationships  with  network 
operators  and  our  strategic  partners. 
Manage  major  accounts  and  target  new 
segments  and  distribution  channels.’ 


Implement  and  later  oversee  technical 
system  integration. 


At  test  two  years  experience  in  the  IT  or 
Telecom  industry. 

Very  strong  selling,  presentations  and 
account  management  skflls. 

Strong  technical  and  system  integration 
background  including  C++  under  Windows 
programming. 

international  experience  a  plus. 

Probably  aged  28-35. 

Degree  educated. 


Send  CV  in  confidence  to  the  Managing  Director. 

SENdIT  International  AB,  72  Rue  do  Faubourg  St  Honord,  75008  Parts 
Telephone  enqrirfes  to  Edouard  Merder  on  (+33^1)  4007-8887 
Interviews  will  be  conducted  In  London. 


•This  vacancy  is  in  (be  Information  Systems 
department  of  a  newspaper  publisher  with  three 
prestigious  national  tilks,  and  a  rcccfflly-Ianndied 
micrnathmal  oo-tine  Internet  service.  You  will 
provide  nser  support  in  PC  and  Mac  software 
applications,  add  assess  problems  in  hardware  and 
networks,  to  be  referred  on  for  maintenance. 

Systems  Support  Assistant 

•The  abi&ty  to  work  wdl  ariih  a  wide  range  of  Maff 
-Advertising.  Editorial,  Design  and  Administratim- 
js  important  Yon  wfl]  Jon>  a  small  team  and 
need  to  be  self-motivated. 

♦Experience  of  PCs  and  Mao  B  auuny. 
preferably  using  Windows  products  and 
QiaikXpaa,  and  knowledge  otVinx  is  beneSoaL 

•This  position  wonM  be  deal  for  b  recent  graduate 
with  some  support  experience,  or  someone  ready  to 
move  to  their  second  job-  Ctostag  dale  Mini  6. 

♦Salary  area  1 15k.  Corporate  benefits  apply. 

Please  send  CV  and  covering  letter,  with  details 
of  current  salary,  Ik 

tefanradiwi  SyWsea  M— gar  TfeTfamSepplaMiih  tinted 
Admiral  Home  6*68  Eon  SmtfeM  London  ET  9XY 


San  Francisco 
Sales 

Opportunity 

Technical  Staffing 
Services 

A  wall  established 
agency  is  looking  for  an  j 
Account  Executive  with ; 

a  proven  track  record  to ' 

market  computer 
related  staffing  services. 
Excellent  Himptwiiitinq 
designed  to  attract  high 
performance 
professionals.  For 
details,  call  collect  or 
send  resume  to  attn: 
HR  Manager. 

Global  Dynamics, 
Inic. 

1350  Treat  Bfvd. 

Ste.355 
Walnut  Creek, 

CA  94596 

Fax:  0101-510-946-9247 
Tel:  0101-510-946-0601 


Sales  Professionals  &  IT  Trainee 
London  (West  End  &  City)  Birmingham  Leeds 

SALES  PROFESSIONALS  -  OTE  c  £28*100  ph»  *  FRP 

We  need  safes  professionals  with  a  successful  t™± 

Our  safes  people  provide  a 

» If  W"l  =»of«wimk»L 
nnhmiial  tamings  for  the  ambitious  and 

st^crvBory/inansgfoiea  positioax.  “teraevaopniem  ml° 

TELESALES  -  OTE  c  £20K  +  PKp 

Working  with  Account  Managers  in  the  safes  iw  . 

exedkm  telephone  manner,  a  team-DlaveranRrMHi  iS*  posi?OB*  require  an 


TECHNICAL  &  PC  APPLICATIONS  TRAINERS  c  £13-25J#0  +  PRP 

cm  Amro  324  246S fir SMficris.  ddife  (dnrinn  office 

Qarke on 0121 622 S2S2 (HEMINGHAMQFTK’E)  * Jac* 

•  comtec  • 

COMPUTER  TRAINING 
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INFOTECH 


Ajummit  on  the  superhighway  starting  today  may  discuss  fears  of  Anglo-Saxon  dominance,  says  Matthew  May 

Will  the  world 


speak  English? 


It  should  all  be  sweetness  and 
nghi  in  Brussels  from  today 
until  Sunday,  as  ministers 
from  the  G7  countries  try  to 
seek  broad  agreement  on  how  the 
development  of  information  super¬ 
highways  should  proceed.  That,  at 
least,  is  the  hope  of  Jacques  Sanrer 
President  of  the  European  Commis¬ 
sion  and  host  of  the  summit. 

Bubbling  not  far  from  the  surface, 
however,  are  a  set  of  very  different 
concerns  by  each  of  the  countries 
attending.  Britain  wants  a  further 
liberalisation  of  the  telecommunica¬ 
tions  market  to  match  its  own 
efforts,  while  Germany  wants  to  put 
pressure  on  the  United  States  to  lift 
restrictions  on  foreign  ownership  in 
telecommunications  and  the  media. 

Japan,  on  the  other  hand,  wants 
to  emphasise  the  importance  of 
extending  the  benefits  of  an  infor¬ 
mation  society  to  the  rest  of  Asia  and 
developing  countries. 

And  at  the  top  of  the  American 
agenda  is  concern  about  market 
access  to  the  EC  for  interactive 
telecommunications  and  other  man¬ 
ifestations  of  the  superhighway. 
This  worry  could  be  the  basis  of  the 
biggest  clash  as  France,  backed  by 
Canada,  is  chiefly  concerned  about 
ensuring  “cultural  diversity"  in 
tomorrow's  informarion-rich 
society. 

It  is  not  just  American  cultural 
dominance  that  the  French  fear. 
America’s  plan  for  what  it  calls  a 
“global  information  infrastructure" 


is.  as  Ron  Brown,  the  US  Commerce 
Secretary,  says,  "not  just  about  new 
technologies,  it  is  about  connecting 
each  to  all,  each  person  to  all  people, 
each  nation  to  all  nations". 

With  this  comes  a  requirement  for 
much  of  the  information  distributed 
to  be  in  the  same  language.  And  that 
means,  of  course,  that  left  to  free- 
market  forces  the  world  will  increas¬ 
ingly  converse  in  English. 

Television  programmes  and  films 
can  be  dubbed  into  local  languages 


‘Connecting  each 
to  all,  each 
person  to 
all  people’ 


and  a  few  satellite  TV  channels 
already  transmit  such  things  as 
sport  and  old  films  with  several 
soundtracks  available  in  different 
languages.  But  the  same  does  not 
hold  true  for  the  world  of  computer¬ 
ised  communication. 

The  closest  thing  to  a  global 
superhighway  at  the  moment  is  the 
Internet,  which  has  several  different 
functions.  Sending  and  receiving 
electronic  mail  will  no  doubt  become 
as  common  as  a  telephone  call.  Just 
tike  any  other  one-to-one  communi¬ 


cation.  e-mails  can  be  sent  in  any 
language  the  sender  and  recipient 
agree  on. 

But  one  of  the  most  interesting 
aspects  of  the  Internet  is  the  ability 
for  one  individual  to  display  infor¬ 
mation  to  an  audience  of  potentially 
millions.  Those  who  can  take  advan¬ 
tage  range  from  people  “posting" 
messages  in  discussion  groups  to 
individuals  or  organisations  want¬ 
ing  to  distribute  text,  pictures, 
graphics  or  even  computer  pro¬ 
grams  for  downloading.  Either  way. 
the  Internet  costs  are  minimal 
compared  with  any  more  traditional 
way  of  getting  information  in  front 
of  such  a  large  audience. 

In  the  area  of  discussion  groups, 
an  important  attraction  is  the  shar¬ 
ing  of  an  interest  with  like-minded 
people  all  around  the  world.  The 
users  might  be  anything  from 
scientists  talking  about  about  parti¬ 
cle  physics  (sci.physics.partide)  to  a 
passion  for  racing  bicycles 
|rec.bicycles.racing). 

On  other  parts  of  the  network 
students  and  researchers  can  rum¬ 
mage  electronically  through  com¬ 
puter  files  on  a  chosen  topic  that 
may.  for  example,  be  held  in  a 
university’s  computer  halfway 
across  the  planet 

In  fact  the  whole  secret  of  the 
Internet  is  that  you  pay  only  to  link 
into  a  nearby  computer.  The  inter¬ 
national  connections  used  when 
“surfing"  around  the  world  for 
information  do  not  cost  any  more. 


The  language  of  information  technology:  an  electronic  dictionary  known  as  the  “Bank  of  English” 


While  discussion  groups  and  oth¬ 
er  information  on  the  Internet  exist 
in  several  languages,  the  vast  major¬ 
ity  is  in  English  (American,  to  be 
completely  accurate). 

Will  other  non-English  speaking 
countries  start  backing  France  pub¬ 
licly  when  they  realise  how  much 
their  children  will  have  to  communi¬ 
cate  in  English  if  they  want  to  stay 
on  the  superhighway?  The  Internet, 
after  all.  is  in  its  infancy.  Some 
people  say  that  although  it  has 


millions  of  users,  its  facilities  are  as 
crude  in  superhighway  terms  as  the 
early  black  and  white  televisions  of 
the  1930s.  There  are  already  plans  to 
make  some  of  the  thousands  of 
discussion  groups  and  other 
Internet  information  available  over 
cable  and  satellite  television. 

There  is.  perhaps,  one  technologi¬ 
cal  hope  for  the  French  and  others 
concerned  about  an  information 
society  that  will  run  largely  in 
English.  By  the  next  century’  text 


written  in  English  could  be  auto¬ 
matically  and  perfectly  translated 
into  other  languages. 

For  the  moment,  such  software  is 
good  enough  only  to  prepare  a  "first 
draft",  produced  as  art  aid  to  speed 
the  work  of  translators.  And  possi¬ 
bly  the  only  thing  more  likely  to 
upset  the  French  than  asking  them 
to  read  information  in  English,  is  to 
translate  it  into  bad  French. 

Leading  article,  page  19 


A  Window 
on  China 

Microsoft 
woos  Peking 

MICROSOFT  plans  to 
train  2500  Chinese  to 
become  software  experts, 
as  it  scrambles  for  people 
to  promote  its  strategy  in 
China.  Matthew  May 

writes. 

The  “Microsoft  Certi¬ 
fied  Professional”  pro¬ 
gramme.  which  is 
sanctioned  by  the  Chi¬ 
nese  electronics  ministry 
and  education  commis¬ 
sion  at  four  of  the  coun¬ 
try’s  big  universities, 
aims  to  build  a  commun¬ 
ity  of  what  the  company 
calls  “evangelists". 

The  joining  of  hands 
with  the  electronics  min¬ 
istry  marks  a  remarkable 
reversal  of  fortune.  A 
year  ago.  officials  of¬ 
fended  by  what  they  saw 
as  Microsoft's  heavy- 
handed  entry  to  China 
and  keen  to  protect  their 
own  fledgeling  software 
houses,  blocked  markets 
to  a  Chinese  version  of 
Windows. 

In  a  strategic  about- 
face  orchestrated  last 
summer.  Microsoft 
began  wooing  Chinese 
software  firms  to  help  to 
refine  Chinese  Windows 
to  Peking's  satisfaction. 
Microsoft  is  spending 
more  than  £600.000  in 
the  first  year  and  has 
sent  a  group  destined  to 
be  instructors  to  its 
American  headquarters 
for  certification. 


Never  say 
enough 

KEVIN  MITNICK  may  have 
been  the  world’s  most  want¬ 
ed  computer  hacker  but  he 
was  far  from  the  best,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  computer  expert 
who  helped  to  catch  him  last 
week.  "I  don?  think  he’s 
particularly  good  at  this.  He 
does  not  have  technical  ex¬ 
pertise."  said  Tsutomu 
Shimomura,  of  the  San  Die¬ 
go  Supercomputing  Centre, 
who  helped  the  FBI  to  trade 
him  down.  “His  chief  quality 
is  persistence." 

Screen  music 

VIDEO  Jukebox,  and  a 
music  video  service  known  to 
its  viewers  as  The  Box,  wants 
to  leap  from  the  TV  screen  to 
the  computer  screen.  The 
company  plans  to  digitise  its 
music  delivery  system  so  that 
computer  users  can  call  up  a 
video  on  their  PC  screen, 
eventually  going  online 
through  computer  networks 
like  the  Internet. 

On  the  hop 

TOAD,  of  Cambridge,  has 
launched  its  Toad  Tracking 
package,  an  E800  device  de¬ 
signed  to  track  and  monitor 
the  whereabouts  of  a  vehicle 
seconds  after  it  has  been 
stolen.  The  system  is  trig¬ 
gered  only  if  the  thief  man¬ 
ages  to  bypass  an  immobilis¬ 
er  built  into  the  system.  The 
owner  is  then  contacted  and. 


THERE  are  a  lot  of  decibels  between  a  hushed  whisper 
and  a  slamming  door.  A  new  digital  hearing  aid  developed 
by  Japan's  industrial  science  and  technology  agency  will 
be  able  to  tell  the  difference  between  them  and.  having 
analysed  the  user’s  hearing  problem,  automatically 
adjust  the  volume.  The  aid  can  then  be  programmed  to 
amplify  specific  ranges  and  kinds  of  sounds,  depending 
on  need.  It  is  expected  to  go  on  sale  next  year  after  testing. 


if  a  theft  has  occurred,  details 
of  the  car’s  position  are 
relayed  to  the  police.  Toad, 
which  charges  an  annual  fee 
of  £117.  is  the  third  company 
to  get  a  licence  for  such 
tracking  devices. 

Moving  facts 

SENDING  information  by 
linking  a  portable  computer 
with  a  mobile  phone  has 
never  been  simple.  Now. 
with  digital  networks,  the 
process  should  become  much 
easier.  Orange,  the  mobile 


phone  operator,  is  to  start  a 
data  service  this  summer 
where  customers  will  be  able 
to  send  and  receive  electronic 
mail,  faxes  and  data  files. 
When  used  with  a  portable 
computer,  it  will  run  at  a 
connection  rate  of  9.600  bits 
per  second  and  will  be  com¬ 
patible  with  software  such  as 
Lotus  ccMaii  Mobile  and 
Lores  Notes. 

Awake  at  work 

MAINTAINING  concentra¬ 
tion  levels  while  doing  bor¬ 


ing  tasks  has  always  been  a 
problem  for  both  workers 
and  employers.  Mazda  has 
developed  an  audio  system 
and  accompanying  software 
which  it  says  will  perk  up 
bored  workers.  The  key. 
Mazda  says,  is  the  use  of 
specific  musical  composi¬ 
tions  that  last  30  seconds  and 
have  30-second  intervals  be¬ 
tween  them.  The  company 
also  plans  to  introduce  the 
system  as  an  optional  car 
stereo  package,  selling  it  as  a 
way  to  reduce  driver  fatigue. 

Here  is  the  news 

SONY  says  that  it  will  jointly 
develop  a  digital  electronic 
news  production  system  with 
Oracle,  the  software  com¬ 
pany,  that  will  simplify  and 
speed  up  the  preparation  of 
television  news. 

It  says  the  system  will 
combine  video  and  audio 
clips  with  wire  service  text  on 
a  single  edit  workstation.  A 
protoype  will  be  shown  in 
April. 

Ringing  lines 

IRIDIUM,  the  consortium 
planning  to  pm  satellite 
phones  in  the  hands  of 
globetrotting  executives,  has 
passed  its  most  testing  regu¬ 
latory  and  financial  hurdles. 
Iridium  hopes  its  planned 
series  of  66  low  Earth-orbit 
satellites  will  attract  1.5  mil¬ 
lion  customers  within  three 
years  of  the  start  of  the 
service  in  1998. 

Infotech  is  edited  by  Matthew 
May.  E-mail  address: 

matt times*?dd  phi.com 
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P6  makes  history 
of  the  Pentium 


Are  you  one  of  the  many 
people  thinking  of  buy¬ 
ing  a  PC  or  portable 
computer  but  never  sure  when 
is  the  best  time? 

Buy  a  PC  now  and,  sure 
enough,  in  six  months  or  a 
year's  time  it  will  be  available 
far  cheaper,  while  something 
far  better  will  be  on  offer  for 
what  you  spent  Well,  nothing 
has  changed 

Intel  has  announced  details 
of  its  latest  computer  chip,  for 
now  called  F6.  which  will  go 
on  sale  this  winter  and  is 
destined  to  ensure  that  within 
a  couple  of  years  today’s 
popular  486  PCs  will  start  to 
look  like  examples  of  industri¬ 
al  archaeology. 

Though  the  P6  is  initially 
destined  for  powerful  desktop 
computers  used  primarily  by- 
businesses.  fiy  the  end  of  1996 
it  will  be  available  for  cheaper 
PCs  for  the  home  and  wilt 
improve  their  abOty  to  handle 
video,  stereo  sound,  animation 
and  3-D  graphics. 

The  introduction  follows 
hard  on  the  heels  of  Intel’s 
Pentium,  introduced  only  two 
years  ago  and  not  yet  at  its 
expected  peak.  Intel,  which 
has  no  choice  but  to  step  up  the 
pace  to  keep  ahead  of  growing 
competition,  says  the  F6  will 
deliver  about  twice  the  perfor¬ 
mance  of  the  Pentium  and  will 
be  able  to  run  jnore  sophisri- 


Extra  power  the  P6 

cated  software,  including  pro¬ 
grams  that  recognise  spoken 
commands. 

Intel  also  says  that  testing  of 
the  F6  has  been  much  more 
involved  and  lengthy  than 
testing  ar  a  comparable  stage 
for  the  Pentium.  A  flaw  discov¬ 
ered  in  the  high-powered 
Pentium  chip  turned  into  a 
public  relations  disaster  and 
gave  the  company's  consumer 
image  a  beating. 

The  good  news,  if  you  have 
not  just  bought  one,  is  that 
more  price  cuts  have  started 
on  486  and  Pentium  PCs. 

Matthew  May 


INFORMATION  TECHNOLOGY 


BUSINESS  ANALYSTS 

LIFE  &  PENSIONS 

Would  you  like 

-  a  new  challenge 

-  opportunities  for  progression 

-  freedom  of  choice 

-  to  work  with  leading  edge 
technology 

-  to  realise  your  income  potential 

-  a  long  term  Freelance  Assignment 

Do  you  have 

-  strong  and  current  knowledge  of 
Life  and  Pensions 

-  the  desire  to  make  a  difference 

-the  drive  to  assist  our  Client  to 
achieve  market  leader  status 

-  excellent  references 

We  have  a  number  of  requirements 
for  Contract  Business  Analysts  with  at 
least  3  years  relevant  experience. 

Please  call: 

IFFTNER  INTERNATIONAL 

13  GREAT  COLMAN  STREET 
IPSWICH  IP4  2AA 

TEL:  01473  233090 
FAX:  01473  288310 

Licence  14k  SE13U0 


Software  Sales 
Consultant 
Sales  experience  up  to 
boon!  level  necessary. 
Brand  new  windows 
product  for  specialist 

marker-  Comm.  only. 

OTEflSOk. 

Td  0117  9381343. 


AI 

KBS  0-0 

£30K  +  Bens 


let’s  progress! 

If  you  are  waking  a  ) 
position  marking  within 
Advanced  Technologies  or  AI, 
and  have  arty  of  the 


B&ickagent 

enterprises  Ltd 

SENIOR  COMPUTER 
PROGRAMME/SALES  SUPERVISOR 

WfM*  ■  ig  mmpany  fumwty  m 1— 

&  Cypnn,  Bdini  ■  Scafcx  Qwpnur  PWf  uwfiilw  Supovtior,  whb 
2r 4  experience  in  complex  LlmU  Scnu  iitflff snd 

devdofnne  pnpmffln  in  4  DinoaflOL 
AptBcaUS  bum  BM*  ihr  Mhwfa*  criorxtat 

-  2-4  yexn  Saner  kid  nptricpcc  it  Emnpcaa  nks. 

■  2  Phn  yon  in  4  Dimertdca  progrunnuny. 

-  Ftmncy  In  wrinen  end  lpohcn  Itofien  end  w  Uuimiiij  Degree 

Icvd  ii  a  neendt;.  Cbapiarr  Eacracy  in  both  Engtnhxnd  Italian  k  alio 
a  naxniiy. 

•  Greek  Cypriot  language  abo  required. 

-  EaiaUiahed  council  in  Italy  and  Cyprra  mafl  rhannria. 

Imuenct)  and  Qnafificd  appikaun  pkae  brand  ynor  fafl  C/V  and 
current  alary  dank  la 

BridwsaJbunnM  Lad.  SS  Haytary  Bad, 
y,  GD21  5JB 


•  LISP 

•  Knowledge 
Engineering 

•  Visual  Basic 

•  Access 

•  Xpertrule 

•  CBR-Express 

OOAD 

C++/X/Motif 

•  Project 
Management 

Contact  us  for  an  informal 
discussion  at 

ar 

310  Long  Lane,  London, 
N2  8JP,  Tet  081  343  0668. 

Fax:  081  343  0417. 
aneib/aM@airitdjla»»LMiih 


NEWS  INTERNATIONAL 
NEWSPAPERS  LIMITED 

ELECTRONIC 
SYNDICATION 
TECHNICAL  SUPPORT 
SALARY  c£l  8,000 

Information  Services  seeks  a  recent  computer 
graduate  to  provide  support  for  the  electronic 
syndication  of  The  Times  and  Sunday  Times  to 
customers  around  the  world. 

The  ideal  candidate  should  have  experience  in 
Sun/Unix,  modem  administration  and 
telecommunications.  The  candidate  will  be 
expected  to  work  shifts,  liaise  with  customers' 
technical  departments  and  cope  with  the  pressure 
of  newspaper  deadlines. 

Knowledge  of  other  operating  systems  and 
newspaper  publishing  systems  would  be 
desirable. 

Applications  in  writing  enclosing  CV  to  Brenda 
Hemmings.  Personnel  Executive,  News 
International  Newspapers  Limited,  PO  Box  481, 
Virginia  Street  London  El  9BD 


HEAD  OF  INFORMATION 

SYSTEMS 


c.  £36,000 


Cardiff 


The  Welsh  Development  Agency  is  widely  acknowledged  as  one  of  Europe's 
leading  economic  development  agencies  with  offices  worldwide.  Our  role  is  to 
further  the  economic  regeneration  of  Wales,  promote  industrial  efficiency  and 
international  competitiveness  and  improve  the  physical  environment. 

To  ensure  that  the  Agency  continues  to  build  on  this  success,  we  are  looking  for 
a  Head  of  Information  Systems  with  the  experience  and  knowledge  to  develop 
and  deliver  an  integrated  IT  and  management  information  strategy  to  support 
current  and  future  needs. 

At  least  ten  years'  experience  in  the  IT  industry  at  a  senior  level  with  a  sound 
understanding  of  financial  management  and  control  is  essential,  as  is  the  ability  to 
convert  IT  capability  into  meaningful  management  information  for  the  Agency. 
You  must  be  educated  to  graduate  level  with  broad  experience  in  a  business 
environment,  together  with  the  interpersonal  and  leadership  skills  to  manage  a 
departmental  team  using  third  party  suppliers  where  necessary. 

We  offer  a  competitive  salary,  lease  car  scheme,  relocation 
assistance  where  applicable,  and  a  package  of  other  benefits. 

Please  write  for  an  application  form  to:  Human  Resources 
Manager,  Welsh  Development  Agency,  Pearl  House, 

Greyfriars  Road,  Cardiff  CFl  3 XX. 

Cosing  date  for  applications  9th  March  1995- 


if  ■' 


Ki.il 


38  SPORT  _ _ _ — 

Modahl’s  room-mate  still  believes  her  innocent  of  drug-taking 


tup.  TIMES  FRIDAY  ^BimARVZjjW  f 


Christie’s  female 


counterpart  is 
running  at  a  loss 


WHILE  Linford  Christie 
walks  out  fo  a  hero's  welcome 
at  the  National  Indoor  Arena 
in  Birmingham  tomorrow  at 
the  KP  invitation  meeting, 
Britain's  No  1  woman  sprinter 
will  be  quietly  bringing  her 
winter  season  Do  a  dose  in  the 
60  metres  and  200  metres. 

Paula  Thomas  was  delight¬ 
ed  for  Christie  that  he  set  his 
first  individual  world  record 
last  Sunday,  but  less  pleased 
for  herself,  “I  keep  thinking: 
'Oh  God,  stop,  stop,  don’t  put 
more  pressure  on  me*. "Thom¬ 
as  said  of  Christie's  continued 
improvement  at  almost  35 
years  of  age. 

She  laughed  as  she  said  it, 
yet  the  longer  that  Christie 
and  Merlene  Ottey  keep 
going,  breaking  down  conven¬ 
tional  wisdom  about  a  sprint¬ 
ers  peak  age.  the  longer 
Thomas  may  fee!  obliged  to 
strive  to  see  where  her  limits 
are.  At  30,  she  is  running 
quicker  than  ever,  though  she 
leads  such  a  demanding  life 
that  one  would  have  thought 
retirement  from  athletics 
could  not  come  soon  enough. 


David  Powell  learns  how  Britain’s 
best  woman  sprinter  contends 
with  her  hectic  domestic  schedule 


Though  she  talks  of  hang¬ 
ing  up  her  spikes  in  “two  or 
three  years",  supposing  she 
will  be  past  her  best  by  then, 
she  sees  Christie  and  Ottey 
still  motoring  and  begins  to 
wonder.  "As  long  as  I  am  up 
there,  I  want  to  keep  going." 
she  said.  "You  have  got  to  be 
careful  not  to  stop  too  early." 

Thomas  will  never  be  a 
world  or  Olympic  champion 
—  her  ambition  is  to  make 
finals  —  but  her  dedication  is 
in  the  gold  medal  class.  Her 
routine  inducks  training  twice 
a  day.  most  days,  bong  a 
mother  to  Kane,  her  twoyear- 
old  son.  and  working  as  a 
sports  development  officer  for 
Manchester  dty  council 

A  working  day  in  the  life  of 
Paula  Thomas  goes  like  this: 
"I  get  up  at  6.30,  leave  the 
home  at  730,  get  to  the 
nursery  at  8.0  and  to  work  by 


With  fists  clenched,  Thomas  goes  fiat  out  for  the  line 
in  last  year's  European  championships  in  Helsinki 


BASKETBALL 


BOXING 


BUDWBSER  l£AJ3U&  Leopards  96 


(Daws*  28,  Younobtood  19.  user  10) 
WortKog  Bears  S3  (Harrtad  26.  Lews  24. 


Cutwn^am  1 7);  Manchester  86  (Robinson 
22,  C  Johnson  20,  SKte  17)  Chester  Jots 
80  (0  Johnson  22,  Gather  21). 

NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  (NBA):  Char¬ 
lotte  100  Sacramento  89:  ireSana  1 13  New 
Jersey  94:  MDwauhoa  100  Washington  32. 
San  Antonio  105  Room  100,  Utah  1 18  LA 
CBppers  109:  Snaffle  120  Minnesota  104. 
PoflEnd  107  Golden  Stole  89.  LA  Later* 
1 12  Philadelphia  <00. 


BILLIARDS 


CYCLING 


TOUR  OF  VALENCIA:  FW  stage  (153km): 
l,FBaUalo(n3hr47MnS3nc:2.NMMi 
®  at  lew  3.  G  Lombard  «fc  4.  L  JaUwt 
(Fi).  S.  M  Barton  pi);  6,  E  ZSbat  (Ger)  d 
same  tons. 


FOOTBALL 


BOWLS 


PRESTON:  ChurchH  Insmnce  world 
indoor  championships;  Pahs:  Quartsr- 
finafc  G  Smth  and  A  Thomson  (Eng)  Of  H 
Drtt  and  □  MOar  (Scot)  7-2,  7-4,  7-2 


One: 

2. 

Wednesday's  late  route 
FACARLMG  PREMERSrtP:  Aaton  VBa  4 
Leicester  City  4;  Blackburn  Rows  2 
Wimbledon  1;  Leeds  United  1  Evarton  9 
Manchester  City  2  Ipswich  Torm  O;  Norwich 
C«y  0  Manchester United  Z 


Depth 

L 


Weather 

Conditions  Runs  to  (5pm)  Last 
Piste  Oft/p  resort  °C  snow 


ANDORRA 

Sokteu 


o  iara 


Obagurgl 


Sokleu  30  80  good  powder  Icy  snow  -3  22/2 

l  (Great  slang  wtti  fresh  snow;  pistes  improving) 

AUSTRIA 

Kfebubel  30  125  good  varied  fair  far  5  22/2 

-  (Ugto  covering  of  new  snow  on  hard  base,  mostly  good) 

--  Mayrhofen  10  80  hard  varied  dosed  doud  0  18/2 

(Hard  snow  on  all  prstes  bul  skiing  we 0} 

Obergisgl  55  130  good  varied  good  fair  -3  21/2 

(Hard  snow  hut  good  skiing  :  off-piste  snow  crusty) 

■  FRANCE 

Courchevel  145  285  good  varied  lair  snow  -1  22/2 

(Ousting  of  fresh  snow:  mostly  goad  sfcfag; 

Hate  160  315  good  powder  fair  fog  5  21/2 

(10cm  fieafi  snow;  petes  exedtenfl 

Megdve  90  250  good  ■  heavy  good  snow  1  22/2 

(10cm  fresh  snow;  tower  runs  soft  but  good) 

Valcfls&e  145  335  good  varied  good  sun  4  22/2 

1  (Strfl  generally  exceflenf  skiing;  snow  forecast) 

Val  Thorens  180  310  good  varied  lair  snow  2  22/2 

(Mixed  vtsfoBy  giving  tricky  skmg;  tight  snowfefis.) 


Megdve 


TALY 

Cetvinia 


Cetvinia  80  250  good  -  varied  good  fog  2  21/2 

(Pistes  good  tut  visfoi&ty  poor,  snow  forecast) 

SWITZERLAND 

Klosters  50  170  icy  varied  icy  cloud  3  18/2 

(PSsfes  hard  and  fey  after  overnight  rtfreew) 


MQrren  105  200 

/Poor  visa 

St  Moritz  60  110 

(Good  snow  on  most 
VBfcfer  40  150 

(Fresh  snow  a 


od  heavy  good  far  3  21/2 

but  sting  generally  good) 
od  heavy  worn  snow  -3  22/2 

S3;  tcy  and  worn  patches  lower  down) 
od  powder  good  tine  1  22/2 

jgrmant  drop  In  temperature) 


Source:  Ski  Club  of  Great  Britain.  L  •  fewer  dopes;  U  -  upper  art  -  artificial. 


830.  I  work  until  4.0,  go  for 
Kane  about  430,  get  home  at 
5.00.  give  him  a  bath  and 
something  to  eat.  I  leave  the 
house  at  6.15.  drive  20  minutes 
to  my  sister's  or  mum’s,  drop 
him  off,  have  ten  minutes  to 
get  him  settled  down,  then  go 
training.  1  finish  training  be¬ 
tween  8.30  and  9.O.  pick  up 
Kane,  get  home  about 930.  get 
Kane  to  bed.  have  something 
to  eat  have  a  shower  and  get 
to  bed  about  1030  to  11.0." 

Thomas  says  she  does  not 
feel  30.  Forty?  Fifty,  perhaps? 
“More  like  16,"  she  said,  with 
energy  in  reserve  to  go  dub¬ 
bing  occasionally  with '  her 
best  friend  and  godmother  to 
Kane,  Diane  Modahl. 

The  contrast  in  fortunes 
between  Modahl  and  Thomas 
at  the  Commonwealth  Games 
last  summer  could  hardly 
have  been  more  marked. 
Thomas  got  the  medals, 
Modahl  the  publicity.  Thom¬ 
as’s  two  bronzes,  from  the  100 
metres  and  the  sprint  relay, 
would  have  left  her  with 
happy  memories  of  Victoria, 
but  Modahl 's  banishment, 
after  failing  a  drugs’  test  still 
haunts  her. 

“1  am  still  getting  over 
Diane  being  sent  home," 
Thomas,  Modahl'S  regular 
room-mate  while  on  interna¬ 
tional  duty,  said.  Both  are 
from  Manchester  and  the 
controversy  has  been  a  test  of 
their  friendship.  “You  do  not 
know  what  to  say  about  your 
training,"  Thomas  said.  “Run¬ 
ning  is  her  life,  more  so  than 
for  me.  If  she  wants  to  talk 
about  it,  I  listen. 

“We  see  each  other  on  a 
weekly  basis.  Sometimes  she 
is  really  depressed,  other 
times  she  is  more  confident 
Diane  is  my  best  friend  and  I 
know  her  inside  out.  You  can 
never  vouch  for  anybody  100 
percent  but  I  am  99.9  percent 
sure.  If  she  was  guilty,  she 
would  not  be  so  inconsolable." 

Modahl.  hard  though  it 
must  be.  always  asks  Thomas 
how  training  is  going.  The 
answer  is  “never  better". 
Thomas  almost  retired  in  1992 
after  giving  birth  —  “£  was 
going  to  become  a  mum"  — 
but  when  a  clubmate  made  a 
jibe  that  she  would  no  longer 
make  the  Stretford  AC  team, 
she  was  tempted  back  after  a 
six-month  break. 

Having  missed  the  1992 
Olympics,  she  made  the  1993 
world  championships,  but 
only  in  file  relay.  Last  year. 


Thomas  and  her  son.  Kane,  take  some  gentle  exercise.  Photograph:  Chris  Loufte 


though,  she  was  more  success¬ 
ful  than  in  any  of  her  earlier 
years.  In  Victoria,  she  was 
grateful  for  advice  from  Chris¬ 
tie  and  John  Regis.  In  the  100 
metres  final,  she  missed  Kathy 
Cook’s  British  record,  set  in 
1981,  by  only  O.OSsec,  record¬ 
ing  U.I5sec. 

"I  thought  “Wow,  that  was 
dose*."  Thomas  said.  “I  am 
not  thinking  of  records,  but  I 
am  training  hard  and  we  will 
see  what  comes  next  year. 
Hopefully,  I  will  end  1995  as 
the  No  1  in  Britain  at  100  and 
200  metres  again.  If  the  record 
comes  in  the  process,  that 


would  be  nice.  I  am  training 
harder  than  ever.  My  altitude 
has  changed.  When  I  was 
young.  I  did  not  appreciate  it.  I 
"had  a  lull  for  two  or  three 
years,  had  Kane,  and.  now  I 
am  getting  a  second  chance,  I 
do  not  want  to  mess  up." 

This  winter  she  has  set  an 
indoor  200  metres  best  of 
23.42sec,  won  over  that  dis¬ 
tance  against  France  and 
scored  a  60  metres/200  metres 
double  against  Russia. 

Yet  as  the  rich  get  richer,  the 
poor  get  poorer.  Christie 
topped  up  his  wealth  with  a 
five- figure  bonus  for  his  world 


EUROPEAN  CHAMPIONSWP:  Quafiiytog 
group  five:  Malta  0,  Luxambourg  1  (In 


RUGBY  UNION 


ATONAL  MATCHES:  HoUand  0. 
1  (In  Bnchoven);  Spain  0  Germany 


CLUB  MATCHES:  Cambridge  Urw  13 
Army  37:  Oxford  Unfv  19  PenpVis  45. 


UNDER- 18  INTERNATIONAL:  England  5 
Denmark  8  (at  WalsaS). 

UN) BONO  LEAGUE:  first  dvtston  Cup: 
Ttiirdround:  Allreion  2  Worksop  Z 
BEAZER  HOMES  LEAGUE:  Premier  di¬ 
stort  SofcrtJ  2  Halesowen  2l 
PONTMS  CENTRAL  LEAGUE:  first  divi¬ 
sion:  West  Bromwch  AJbron  2  Sheffield 
United  a  Second  cMstorc  Preston  1 


SQUASH 


Sheehan 


on  BRIDGE 


SUSSEX  SEMOR  CHAUENGE  CUP: 
Quarter-fined  replay:  Brighton  and  Hove  2 
Worthing  0. 

AVON  INSURANCE  COMBINATION:  first 
dMafert  Wimbledon  3  Switdon  3.  Second 
rfrisfarr  Chefianham  1  Yoowl  t. 

JEWSON  EASTERN  COUNTIES  LEA¬ 
GUE;  Premier  'tfivtelon:  Chauens  1 

SUSSEX  UNUET  REPRESENTATIVE 
MATCH:  Amateur  Rwtoafi  AOance  4 
Sussex  8. 


CALCUTTA:  Stroh's  Open:  First  round:  P 
Steete  (NT)  W  J  Kvrtarvn  (fin)  15-7. 15$, 
15-4;  O  Jenson  (Ausj  0(  P  Johnson  (Eng) 
13-15. 15-7. 17-1  a  15-7;  S  Meads  (Eng)  bl 
A  Thoarrr  (Swe)  15-12,  15-4.  155.  S 
Castahn  (Bel)  M  C  Dam  (Eng)  1511.  il¬ 
ia  15-8. 15-4;  D  Preeca  (Engl  waftnver  M 
Zaman  Gul  (Pair):  T  Ganer (Eng)  tt  D  Webb 
(Eng)  1511.  159.  1513;  PWhttock  (Eng) 
bt  RHemch  (Gen  151.  153. 152.  L  Bus 
(Hotl)  bt  F  Busi  (B)  158.  155.  15-4;  M 
Cairns  (Eng)  bt  S  La  fete  (Ger)  1510. 15-4, 
153:  A  BaraJa  (Egypt)  walkover  A  Singh 
(Inda);  D  Hams  (Big)  wataver  P  Ferreira 
(hcSa). 


By  Robert  Sheehan,  bridge  correspondent 


As  dealer  you  hold: 

4AJ942  *5 
♦  KQJ3  ♦A  5  4 


TENNIS 


SYDNEY;  Man's  manament  Laadbig  that 
round  scores  (Austrafa  imtes  stated):  67: 
Z  ZorMc  (US).  68:  A  Goran.  T  Baca,  D 
Pardon.  M  War  (Can).  69:  W  Bemen  1GB). 
G  Kemy.  C  Jones.  C  Parry.  7ft  E  Bout 
(NZ).  M  Carn,  S  Scahtt  (NZ).  P  Senior.  0 
Eoob.  A  Stab,  L  Waste.  P  Tataurangi  (NZ), 
G  Joyner.  D  Armstrong,  G  Chalmats.  Other 
British:  71: 1  GaroUL  72:  B  Jackson. 
HYATT  LA  MANGA  CLUB,  Spain:  PGA 


STUTTGART:  Man’s  indoor  toumanartt 
first  round:  A  Voarov  (Russ)  bt  S  Btu^jera 
(Sp)  54,  2-3,  ret  J  Semen*  (Hoffl  bt  H 
(Austria)  3-6. 6-4. 52.  Quarter-finals: 
E  Kafelnikov  (Rus)  bt  D  Wheaton  (US)  7-5. 
4-6.  6-4;  M  Larsson  (Swe»  bt  T  Muster 
(Austria)  7-5,  57,  54;  M  Sfich  (Ger)  bt  D 
Vaoefc  (C=)  53. 54. 

PHILADELPHIA:  Man's  indoor  tourna¬ 
ment  (US  unless  stared):  Rrat  round:  P 


European  Seniors  Tour  Quafitytng 
School:  first  round  (GB  and  Ireland  unless 


stated)  71:  D  Shion  (pH  .72:  M  McAfeeter. 
73:  M  Hote  M  Atvarex  (Sp)  74:  B  Brewne, 
F  Abreu  fep).  W  Sauer  (US).  75:  G  WB,  H 
inro  (SA).  7ft  AGttfid.  M  Veroruyce  (BeQ. 
T  Cownw. 


ICE  HOCKEY 


Hartford  3 

_ alo  3  NY  tstanders 

- - - - - 4  Toronto  1:  St  Louis  4 

San  Jose  3.  Edmonton  2  Dates  1 :  Winnipeg 
4  V&noouw  1 


REAL  TENNIS 

HAM>TON  COURT:  World  champforv 

tf^BrUBh  nafiontf  efimtefiter  first  dsy: 
Caray  leads  J  Snow  56, 55,58.51. 


3-6. 6-4. 7-5  Second  round:  A  Agasst  (US) 
bt  J  Tarenga  (US)  53. 54. 

EASTBOLWNE:  LTA  men's  sateKe  toir- 
nament  Second  round:  R  Matheson  (GB) 
bt  P  FiwWcsson  (Swel  7-6.  7-6:  T  Ketoto 
(fin)  W  F  Vegfia  f9«z)  53.  56.  B  Cowan 
1.G8)  bt  S  Mante  (Swttz)  6-2, 6-4,  M  Navarra 
(It)  W  L  Wfigan  (GB)  7-6,  &0;  J  Ptrtan  (Cz) 
bt  T  Spinks  (GB)  52. 57. 6-3:  T  Johansson 
(8«)  W  P  Pata  (CjJ  54. 54;  A  ftchaidson 
tag  bt  OKristlansscn  Owe)  57. 7-6. 54;  A 
strwnttni  (Swflz)  ts  M  Norman  (Swe)  7-5  5 
654 

NEWCASTLE:  LTA  women's  cftaBenger 
tournament  Quarter-frats:  L  Jeffs  (GB)  bl 
M  Safootd  (Get)  56,  51.  7-6.  S  Kfanowa 
(Ctfb t  C  PappcfeW  (Gr)  53.  4-5.  7-5;  S 
Noortander  (Hcfl  bt  H  Ketatears  [Hcfl)  53. 
53: 0  hranova  pus)  bt  S  Waecntcrshajaar 
(G»)  7-6, 7-5. 


You  open  One  Spade  and  your 
partner  raises  to  Two  Spades. 
What  do  you  bid? 

If  your  partner  has  a  few 
well  placed  high  cards.  Four 
Spades  will  be  a  good  contract. 
But  strength  in  hearts  will  not 
be  much  good  to  you-  How  do 
you  find  out? 

The  answer  is  to  bid  Three 
Clubs.  This  is  known  as  a 
Trial  BitL  In  the  sequence 
One  of  a  raajor-Two  of  a 
major,  a  new  suit  by  the 
opener  asks  the  resonder  for 
help  in  that  suit  In  this  case 
the  opener  needs  the  respond¬ 
er  to  hold  either  high  cards  or 
shortage  in  clubs.  Notice  the 
opener  does  not  bid  Three 
Diamonds  —  he  does  not  need 
help  in  that  suit 
Three  possible  layouts: 


When  East  holds  hand  1.  he 
signs  off  in  Three  Spades  over 
Three  Clubs.  He  has  a  mini¬ 
mum  hand  and  an  unsuitable 
club  holding.  With  n.  East 
bids  Four  Spades  although  his 
hand  is  minimum,  K  Q  x  in 
clubs  is  good  help  for  the  op¬ 
ener's  dubs.  With  hand  HI. 
East  also  bids  Four  Spades  — 
although  his  club  holding  is 
unsuitable,  he  is  maximum, 
and  so  is  justified  in  jumping 
to  game.  With  East  hands  II 
and  IU  Four  Spades  is  a  good 
contract 

Here  is  an  example  from  a 
cruaa]  I9S7  European  Cham¬ 
pionship  match . 

Forrester  Brock 


4A9532  410876 

*75  ▼  A 10  8  32 

♦ AKQ  4974 

*A95  *7 


4  A  J  942  4Q1063 


rs 

♦  KQJ3 
*A54 


VKQ7 
♦  864 
41073 


YACHTING 


Ktt-off  7.30  uifoSS  Staled 
FOOTBALL 

UNU  ET  SUSSEX  COUNTY  LEAGUE:  Rut 
ftvWon:  Three  Budgw  v  East  Gmaead. 
SCHOOLS  MATCHES:  Under-15  Wer- 
naflonat  Northern  Irelaxi  v  Waie3  (Whdsor 
Pak.  Belfast  7.15pn)  London  Cup: 
Bedfordshire  v  Essex  (Bedfcra  12pm). 
OTTER  SPORT 

BASKETBALL  Budnrebcr  League:  Don¬ 
caster  v  Chester  (90pm). 

BftUAROS:  SBactan  UK  Cbampionshp 
(Wigan). 

BOWLS:  Ouchfl  Insurance  werid  indoor 
champonsttas  (Pra2on  Gufid  Hal). 

REAL  TONS:  Unhw^ty  maJch.  Queen's 
Quo.  London. 

SWIMMING:  British  grand  p™  meeting 


AMSBCA-S  CUP:  Lous  Yuoen  Cup 
Cftefianger  Tttafa;  Now  Zealand  (R  Couns) 
bt  Sydney  *95  (S  Fischer,  Aufi)  3nir  ISsec: 
France*  (M  Paged  bt  tappon  *94  (M  Nerds, 
Japan)  2  17;  oneAuatrfflfa  (J  Bertrand)  bl 
Tag  Heuer  Chatenge  (C  Dtateon,  NZ)  3  CO. 
(mnl:  Nee  Zeatand  40pc  oneAustrafia 
33.  Tag  Heuar  ChalfernB  29:  Mptxm '94 1& 
French  15:  ^*wyTS8;  RntedeEsparta 
(P  Canpos.  Sp)  4.  CBtzan  Cup  Datenca 

Titals:  SQrs  &  Stnpes  p  Comrt  bl  Young 
America  (K  Martriey)  1.33.  Overafl:  1, 
aqud  Ybuig  America  and  Stars  &  Stopes 
2lpte;  America3  (L  Egnt)  7. 

BOC  Ctteenge  Soto  round  the  worid  race 
CLfiadfeg  positiorffl  at  08d0  GMT  yesterday, 
with  mfias  to  PUntadol  Este):  Ctass  1 :  Sceta 
Cafi»f5(*i  (C  Aogum  Fr}  66 1  mfiea;  Vendee 
^rterprtses  (J  van  ben  Heeds,  Fr)  1,098; 
Hunter's  Odd  B  PettengS.  US)  l^no; 
Novel  Soldi  Africa  (J  JProvww.  SA) 
1JB4.  Coyote  ID  ScuBy.  LB)  1.414: 
tiusday'6  Chid  (A  Tayfor.  US).  231. 
Ctose  ft  True  Okie  p  Adams.  Aus)  1  ^55: 
Kodak  (G  Sofefav,  IQ.  1^76,  Jmroda  2  (C 
Vaugfen,  GB)  2570;  Newcastle  ALBtnaa 


4  Q 10  6  3  4KQ87 
V1073  VA73 


4  8  64 
*KQ7 


♦  1064 
*10  7  3 


Brock  showed  good  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  his  values.  Although  be 
only  had  four  points,  they  were 
in  the  form  of  an  ace.  and  com¬ 
bined  with  four  trumps  and  a 
singleton  in  the  right  place,  he 
considered  it  enough  for  game. 
Four  Spades  made  easily.  At 
the  other  table,  the  Italians 
stopped  in  Two  Spades. 


By  Philip  Howard 


BERSAGLIERE 

a.  A  French  dresser 

b.  Red  lettuce 

c.  A  sharpshooter 


ENANTHEMA 
a-  Rhetorical  understatement 
tx  An  external  stamen 
c.  An  eruption 


TENNIS:  LTA  mar's  satefae  tournament 
(Eastbouns):  LTA  womenfe  chafanger 
tcunament  (Naacasfle). 


(A  ffepauer.  Ays)  &5T9:  Ccmwal  (R  Oawe. 
08)  3,276;  Stufian  Dchp2  (M  Salto.  Japai) 
3,788;  Hfirey  HomUoaa  b  K«chafl.  GB) 
3fl00. 


DO  WITCHER 

a.  A  thingummyjig 

b.  A  wader 

c. Adassofyacht 


ARAPONGA 

a.  A  gaucho's  lasso 

b.  An  unpleasant  smell 
a  A  bell-bird 


Answers  on  page  42 


Anglers  warm 
to  bait  of  an 


Indian  summer 

The  heatwave  of  1994.  followed  by  a  winters 
will  influence  fishing  for  y_grUnthe_ 
first  of  two  articles.  Brian  Parke  expjggsfte; 
pmhahle  legacy  of  extreme  weaterCTnditiare_ 


record  last  weekend,  while  his 
woman  opposite  number  runs 
at  a  loss.  Thomas’s  successes 
last  summer  did  not  prevent 
her  Japanese  kit  sponsor  from 
dropping  her  last  month. 

Her  income  from  athletics 
in  1994  was  £1350.  Her  expen¬ 
diture  on  training  exceeded 
than  “People  think  I  must  be 
loaded,  but  it  does  not  work 
like  that,"  Thomas  said.  “I  am 
poor,  definitely.  If  I  was  doing 
it  for  the  money.  I  would  have 
retired  years  ago."  The  way 
she  is  going,  the  chances  are 
that  Thomas  wall  see  the 
century  out  before  quitting. 


There  is  nothing  like  win¬ 
ter  for  getting  the  aver¬ 
age  angler  down,  ror 
the  trout  angler,  there  is  now 
no  fishing;  for  the  coarse 
angler,  the  season  is  stfli  open 
but  the  sport  is  at  its  poOTest 
and  most  rods  will  be  in  their 
cupboards  until  spring.  When 
the  rivers  are  in  flood  or  the  ice 
is  crinkling  outside,  it  can  take 
quite  a  lot  to  lift  an  angler's 
spirits. 

This  year,  though,  for  all  the 
bleak  wetness  of  the  immedi¬ 
ate  prospect,  ffiere  is  every 

cause  to  smiles  Coarse  anglers 

and  some  trout  men  recently 

fished  through  a  remarkable 

autumn.  Some  of  tire  same 
folk  are  likely  to  see  better 
fishing  than  usual  in  1995.  All 
coarse  anglers  are  likely  to 
have  better  sport  overall  from 
around  1999.  The  specimen 
men  can  look  forward  to  foe 
year  2010  and  some  can  look 
beyond. 

This  news  flows  from  the 
land  of  weather  that  1994 
produced.  Last  summer  was 
hot.  the  autumn  was  the 
wannest  for  years  and  Nov¬ 
ember  was  the  warmest  for 
hundreds  of  years. 

Fish  are  cold-blooded  crea¬ 
tures  and  take  their  body 
temperatures  from  the  water 
around  them.  When  the  water 
is  cold,  the  metabolism  of  a 
given  fish  slows  and  it  needs 
less  food. 

As  the  water  warms,  the 
wanner  the  fish  becomes,  the 
faster  its  metabolic  rate  and 
the  greater  the  amount  of  food 
it  needs.  In  the  main,  summer 
temperatures  produce  water 
that  is  conducive  to  fish  activi¬ 
ty  and  winter  brings  reducing 
activity  as  temperatures  de¬ 
cline. 

It  is  this  simple  relationship 
between  water  tonperature 
and  fish  metabolism  that  pro¬ 
duces  the  pattern  of  the  typical 
angling  year.  The  good  fishing 
in  spring  and  summer  gradu¬ 
ally  fells  away  as  winter 
approaches  because  lower 
temperatures  equal  less  fish 
activity,  which  equals  less 
need  for  food,  which  equals 
less  fish  interest  in  an  angler's 
bait  of  fly. 

And  the  predictions? 
Because  the  early  summer 
was  warm,  all  coarse  fish 
spawned  successfully  and 
there  was  a  mass  of  planktonic 
food  for  the  hatching  fry  to  eat 
Because  there  was  plenty  of 
food,  there  was  a  phenomenal 
survival  rale.  Anyone  walking 
the  banks  of  rivers  and  lakes 
last  summer  will  have  seen  fry 
shoals  as  dense  as  chain-mail 
in  the  shallows. 

It  is  from  here  that  the 


domino  effect  takes  ewir. 
Because  the  autumn  was 
warm,  the  aquatic  weeds  and 
insects  that  growing  fry  eat 
lasted  longer.  Becauseaufomn 
was  warm,  die  fry  were  kept 
warmer  and  more  active  and 
were  more  interested  m  food 
than  usual- 

One  result  was  more  fry  . 
going  into  winter,  when  it 
finally  came,  fitter  and  fetter 
than  would  normally  have 
been  die  case.  Another  result. 

was  that  die  warm  water  kejtf 
the  fish  thareal  fry —  the  big 

trout  in  lakes,  perch,  pike. 

zander  and  the  like  elsewhere 

—  active  and  feeding  as  well. : 
More  of  these  fish  also  wem 
into  winter  fitter  and  fetter 
than  usual  and  more  will  be 
the  bigger  for  it  when  nod 
season  comes. 

Many  of  foe  fry  *al  sur¬ 
vived  autumn  mil  die,  erf 
course — the  first  winter  takes 
a  terrible  toll  of  a  year's  fish 
recruitment  —  but  many  more 
will,  short  of  catastrophe,  sur¬ 
vive  and  be  in  better  shape  to 
fece  whatever  the  future 
brings.  From  four  and  -five 
years  out.  these  maturing  fish 
wifi  figure  increasingly  in 
anglers'  bags.  Crane  1999  and 
the  millennium,  catches  will 
again,  short  of  catastrophe,  be 
the  heavier  for  them. 


And  the  year  2010?  Every 
year-class  contains  in¬ 
dividuals  that  have, 
like  some  of  the  anglers  who 
pursue  them,  the  capacity  to 
grow  fester  and  tagger,  than 
the  rest  It  is  these  fish  that,  in 
the  fullness  of  time,  become’ 
the  whoppers  that  speriraen- 
hunters  pursue.  An  exception¬ 
al  year-dass  will  have  within  it 

an  exceptional  number  ol  such 
fish  and  among  these,  an 
exceptional  number  of  individ¬ 
uals  dial  are  likely  to  survive 
their  foil  growing  span. 

Many  of  die  coarse  fish  that 
sperimen-ftunters  pursue  will 
continue  to  put  on  weight  for 
12  to  IS  years  before  a  brief 
plateau  sets  in  and  then  a 
rapid  dedine  ensues.  Which 
means  that  2010  —  and  a  few 
years  other  side  —  is  likefy  to 
produce  some  corkers. 

Of  course,  some  fish  live  and 
continue  to  grow  far  longer, 
carp  especially.  Carp  anglers. 
like  those  who  put  their  sons 
down  at  birth  for  Eton,  should 
be  booking  their  sons  in  now 
to  benefit  from  the  class  of  ^4. 
Around  2020  should  be  about 
right 


The  impact  of  the  present 
floods  on  the  coming  season 


Keene  o  n  chess 


By  Raymond  Keene 
CHESS  CORRESPONDENT 


Pan  Pacific 


After  two  rounds  of  the  Fan 
Pacific  Grandmaster  tourna¬ 
ment  in  San  franrisco  die  lead 
is  held  by  American 
Grandmaster  Boris  Gulko 
with  2/2  Britain’s  representa¬ 
tive  John  Nunn  started  well, 
the  Norwegian  international 
JonTisdall. 


White  John  Nunn 
Blade  Jon  Usdall 
Pan  Pacific,  San  Francisco 

Sicilian  Defence 

1  64  C5 


3  85 

4  NO 

5  q3 

6  ewffi 

7  Bg2 

8  50 

9  54 

10  Nxd4 

11  Qxd4 

12  Nd2 

13  Qe4 

14  a4 

15  Qxa4 

16  Qc2 

17  Ne4 

18  Ng5 

19  Ral 

20  8f4 

21  Be3 

22  Ns4 

23  Bxbfi 

24  Qb3 


25  Reel 

26  Rdl 

27  rUdB+ 

28  Rdl 

29  Qxdl 

30  Qd3 

31  Nf6+ 

32  Bxd5 

33  Be4 

34  Bf3 

35  Kg2 

36  Qa6 

37  hxg3 

38  b4 

39  Qd3 

40  Qd4+ 

41  083 

42  Bg4 

43  SxfS 

44  b5 

45  Kgl 

46  Qxh6 

47  Qh5+ 

48  Qe8+ 

49  Qd8+ 

50  Qc7+ 

51  QXb6 

52  Kh2 

53  KM3 

54  Oc6 

55  Qxffi 
58  Kh4 

57  Qd6+ 

58  Kg5 

59  Qe5+ 
80  QxfS 

61  Qd3+ 

62  g4 

63  OtJ4 
84  Kf4 

65  Kg3 

66  Qf 4 

67  Q(2+ 

68  011  + 


By  Raymond  Keene 


This  position  is  from  the 
game  Lederman  -  Pytel,  Le 
Havre  1977.  Black’s  next 
move  led  to  him  gaining  a 
decisive  material  advantage. 
Can  you  spot  it? 


Solution,  page  42 
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Alderbrook  ignites  Champion  scene 


By  Julian  Muscat 

IT  IS  a  curious  route  from 
Longchamp's  lawns  to  the 
wJds  of  Win  canton,  but  as 
befits  a  genuine  racehorse 
Alderbrook  applied  his  talents 
to  the  jumping  game  with  a 
dazzling  victory  at  the  Somer¬ 
set  track  yesterday.  Kim  Bai¬ 
ley's  rising  star  is  now  as  short 
as  6-1  for  the  Champion  Hur¬ 
dle  at  Cheltenham. 

The  six-year-old's  dismissal 
of  Trying  Again,  who  made 
Mysilv  fight  so  hard  for  the 
Tote  Gold  Trophy  two  weeks 
ago,  made  for  a  remarkable 
sight.  For  here  he  was.  on  only 
his  second  outing  over  hur¬ 
dles,  toying  with  his  six  oppo¬ 
nents  in  the  Kingwell  Hurdle. 

It  almost  defied  belief  to  see 
Norman  Williamson  resrrain- 


FMCHARD  EVANS 


Nap:  The  Frog  Prince 
(3.20  Kempton  Park) 

Next  best:  Idiot's  Lady 
(2.20  Kempton  Park) 


ing  Alderbrook  as  the  bay 
ranged  up  to  Trying  Again 
between  the  last  two  flights. 
That  contest  such  as  it  was. 
amounted  to  a  brutal  mis¬ 
match  the  moment  Alder¬ 
brook  uncoiled  the  group  race 
speed  he  showed  in  Paris  to 
sprint  eight  lengths  clear  on 
the  run-in.  The  game  can  look 
so  easy  when  quality  is  on 
show. 

“He’s  been  electric  the  three 
times  we  have  schooled  him." 
a  delighted  Bailey  revealed  in 
the  winner’s  enclosure.  “He 
has  never  made  the  semblance 
of  a  mistake  at  home.  1  trained 
Positive  to  win  the  Scottish 
Champion  Hurdle  but  this 
horse  is  different  class.  The 
three  weeks  between  now  and 
the  Champion  Hurdle  are 
going  to  pass  so  slowly." 


Smart  Pridwell 
can  complete 
double  for  Pipe 


Monsieur  Le  Cure,  accompanied  by  the  grey  Sunley  Bay,  soon  takes  control  in  the  Jim  Ford  Challenge  Cup  Chase  at  Wincanton  yesterday 


Raring  is  often  described  as 
the  glorious  uncertainty;  Bai¬ 
ley  is  well  placed  to  under¬ 
stand  why.  That  he  has  yet  to 
saddle  a  Cheltenham  Festival 
winner  is  not  for  the  want  of 
trying.  Now,  he  can  entertain 
Alderbrook’s  Champion  Hur¬ 
dle  prospects  before  turning 
his  attention.  48  hours  later,  to 
Master  Oats's  Gold  Cup  chall¬ 
enge.  That  elusive  double  was 
last  snared  in  1981  by  Peter 
Easter  by,  courtesy  of  Little 
Owl  (Gold  Cup)  and  Sea 
Pigeon  (Champion  Hurdle). 


Certainly  Alderbrook  will 
find  life  a  deal  tougher  at 
Cheltenham.  His  inexperience 
glowers  from  his  record,  but 
in  his  favour  is  his  high 
cruising  speed  and  superior 
turn  of  foot.  And  it  was  only 
three  years  ago  that  Royal 
Gait  triumphed  when  a  nov¬ 
ice;  just  12  months  ago  that 
Urge  Action  finished  a  dose 
third  when  similarly  graded. 

As  Alderbrook  advanced  his 
Champion  Hurdle  case,  word 
emerged  from  Ireland  that 
Fortune  And  Fame  had 


knocked  a  leg  in  a  workout 
earlier  this  week.  This  latest 
setback  to  the  injury-prone 
animal  is  giving  his  trainer, 
Dermot  Weld,  cause  for  con¬ 
cern.  Having  introduced  Vin¬ 
tage  Crop  into  their  list  at  12-1, 
Ladbrokes  offer  Fortune  And 
Fame  at  6-1  with  a  run. 

Also  on  show  at  Wincanton 
was  Monsieur  Le  Cure,  who 
displayed  an  enthusiasm  lack¬ 
ing  in  his  previous  four  out¬ 
ings  this  term  as  he  routed  his 
Jim  Ford  Chase  rivals  by  30 
lengths.  This  was  much  more 


like  it  from  last  season's  top 
novice.  Having  jumped  with 
dash,  he  sustained  a  remorse¬ 
less  gallop  in  ground 
described  by  his  jockey,  Peter 
Niven,  as  “atrocious”. 

Monsieur  Le  Cure  only  just 
made  it  to  the  start.  John 
Edwards,  whose  patience  has 
already  been  sorely  tested  by 
his  stable  star,  awoke  on 
Tuesday  morning  to  find  him 
hopping  lame  with  a  poisoned 
foot.  But  sterling  work  try 
Edwards's  blacksmith  and  his 
staff  cured  the  problem.  As  he 


did  last  season,  Monsieur  Le 
Cure  is  coming  to  the  boil  at 
just  the  right  time.  He  has 
each-way  prospects  in  the 
Gold  Cup.  for  which  William 
Hills  offer  a  best-priced  12-1. 

Francois  Doumen  will  nor 
recall  fondly  events  of  the  last 
few  days.  With  The  Fellow 
ruled  out  of  Cheltenham,  the 
trio  comprising  Algan.  Val 
D'Alene  and  Bog  Frog,  due  to 
compete  at  Kempton  tomor¬ 
row.  was  detained  at  Calais 
for  six  hours  before  crossing 
the  Channel  in  rough  seas. 


HAYDOCK  PARK 

B8C2 

230:  Forbidden  Time,  a 
good  winner  at  Newcastle 
last  week,  has  every  chance 
in  spite  of  his  big  weight  The 
Len  Lun go- trained  horse,  a 
course  and  distance  winner, 
is  perfectly  at  home  on 
testing  ground.  Nonetheless. 
Sparkling  Cone  receives 
161b  from  Forbidden  Time 
and  that  could  make  all  the 
difference. 

The  six-year-old,  trained 
by  Martin  Pipe,  got  behind 
when  making  early  mistakes 
in  a  big  field  at  Cheltenham 
last  time.  It  may  pay  to 
excuse  him  that  defeat 
Spring  Call  has  place  pros¬ 
pects  with  his  low  weight 
Six  lengths  behind  Another 
Venture  at  Catterick  recent¬ 
ly.  he  enjoys  a  20/ b  pull  here. 

3.00;  As  has  so  often  hap¬ 
pened  this  season,  this 
£8. 000-ad ded  conditions 
hurdle  has  attracted  a  poor 
turnout  The  handicap  per 
will  be  expecting  Bokaro  to 
oblige,  particularly  in  receipt 
of  41b  from  Pridwell.  How¬ 
ever.  the  Pipe-trained  horse 
is  on  the  upgrade  and  may 
be  more  comfortable  on  this 
heavy  ground.  Bokaro  faded 
quickly  on  his  seasonal  de¬ 
but  at  Sandown  three  weeks 
ago.  He  may  need  another 
race  to  put  an  edge  to  him. 

Salwan  is  gradually  com¬ 
ing  to  hand.  Jenny  Pitman’s 
seven-year-old  is  probably 
approaching  peak,  fitness  but 
appears  safely  held  by 
Pridwell  on  their  recent  en¬ 
counter  at  Cheltenham. 

330:  Celtic  Prince  relishes 
the  sort  of  stamina  test 
offered  by  this  type  of  race. 


TODAY’S  RACES 
ON  TELEVISION 

However,  his  propensity  for 
making  mistakes  continues 
to  undermine  him  and 
Haydock  is  no  place  for 
suspect  jumpers. 

Although  Celtic  Prince  has 
the  beating  of  Hill  Trix  on 
recent  Towcester  form.  HiQ 
Trix  gets  the  vote.  His  defeat 
of  Lo  Stregone  ami  Dont  Tell 


Pipe:  double  hopes 


The  Wife  was  comfortably 
gained  and  he  can  complete 
a  three-timer.  Romany  King, 
a  big  disappointment  last 
time,  would  prefer  better 
ground.  The  same  applies  to 
Bradwell. 

Julian  Muscat 
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2.00  Countess  Veruschka 
230  Sparkling  Cone 
3.00  Bokaro 

Brian  Beel:  430  Lady  Uartfair. 


330  Cache  Fleur 
4.00  Saint  Oal 
430  Lady  Uartfair 
5.00  Sky  Run 


GOING:  HEAVY 


SIS 


2.00  MOCK  TURTLE  NOVICES  CHASE 

(£4,046: 2m  41)  (4  runners) 


1  5/53113  C0UtlTiSSVEHUSCHKA21  (fcS)|H  Daws)  K  flaky  011-9 _ HMfcmwi  @ 

2  0-04213  DANTES  SUN  37  (G)  (Arne  Duchess  of  WerimkBlsriTRnta  011 -5.  RDunwody  - 

3  an/3-24  FUttUNE SN&ER 27  (F.S)  (S KBthfng}  J Plcirelng 7-11-5 - TBey  92 

4  121030  TIC  BO0B1  13  (ESI  (0  Wfetr)  T  Thomson  June.  7-11-5 - D  Meade  - 

BETTING:  64  Carte.  Sin,  M  Coates  VnuxSta.  44  Tl»  BoBb  Who.  7-1  Prnritre  Stoga. 

1994:  MEETING  ABANDONS}  —  SNOW 

FORM  FOCUS 


COUNTESS  VERUSCHKA  Deal  CMcMTs  Hunt 
2v>l  in  5-nww  tuwke  ctoe  *  Twcesa  pm  EL, 
heavy}  psnritkntte  start  DANTE5  SUN  Wl  3rd  ol 
11  Id  Temassw  Kmjn  a  norite  dunfle  a  Ludlow 
(2m.  sofi).  PRIMJnVE  SINGER  »  M  oM2  to 


Comer  Boa  n  a  nwtea  rinse  al 
110(0,  soky  eawlttawe  start.  THE 
41 M  ri  7  to  ftraNn  la  tamfiev  Dude  at  Fontwll 
a,  pood)  peroMmrie  start. 


2.30  TWEEDLE  BUM  NATIONAL  HUNT  NOVICES  HANDICAP 
HURDLE  (£5,735: 2m)  (9  runners) 


1221  RKBBO01T1ME6  (CDJ5)(1ta  J  ParirararU  Lm0O<-'2-b  (Bar) — 

D-M3  ANOTHER  VBfilWE  21  (D51  (R  Mwetar)  G  Moor  5-11-7 - 

224311  BIGLET0NIAN35(D.S)  (0  Redhead)  BWttwon  01 1-6 - 

5/11W10  SPAKOJHGCOAin  - 

40-0341/  WHERE'S  WILE  1C  (D  Ungttai)  N  Ti&w-Uaries  6-10-9 - 

644141  WCKXAS  FCANT1 3  (0.5)  dta  H  PM0OT1)  J  Gride  6-107 - 

356206  5PWIG  CALL.  24  (I  feay)  U  H  Eastrify  0101  _ - 

Q0P04G  JASQtrS  BOV  27  (W  Jonas)  J  Bradley  5-106 


_ TRatri  85 

-  N  Boday  86 
...  DBoriey  94 
RQwMoaty  96 
DBridonter  90 
F  Leafy  (6)  55 

_  LWJw  ffl 

NWUamsnn  95 
.  Dlbmrih  91 


9  WWW  MAHNBtS  COVE  14  (R  CMftom)  H  Octal  7-HH)_ . . 

Ling  inadmi  Jason's  Boy  9-7.  Monos  Core  94. 

BETTWG:  3-1  Spotting  Cone.  7-2  Fabddoo  Tana,  5-1  Ananas  Mrtra.  6-1  Irietoi  Mttotas  Man.  01 
Where's  WSe.  12-1  Spring  Cad,  101  ottos 

FORM  FOCUS 


FQRSOGENTTMEteiAMonteHe4ina24-nmo 
novice  hnnfie  a  Nowaflta  (2m  UOijL  rood  to 
ad)  ANOTiei  VWTURE  5/401  irf  15  lo  Iten  De 
Famine  in  a  norite  ludh  a  Criteria  (2m  3L  soft) 
on  penudmato  riot  INGLETOfflAN.  camptedno 
double,  bed  bad  Data  1VSI  in  lEHumer  note 
Duffle  a  Catenet  0n  3t  soft.  _ 
JPMWUNG  CONE  beat  Web  IWl  »  in  »  0 
rera  novree  buffle  d  Neato  amm  (3m  It, 
heavy)  on  penuSbnde  sen.  WHERE'S  WILE  411 
4ft  of  16  to  EBireey  in  a  ante  turtle  al  Laigfttd 


(2m  110yd.  tem)  on.  penritimae  start.  MCHO- 
LAS  PLANT  beat  Chatan  121  In  0nnw  Harriot, 
Dude  at  Ayr  (2m.  havyl.  Pravnuriy  111  4fii  ol  11 
to  Tate  n  norice  hanwap  tude  a  Erfe&wrii 
(2m  41.  rood  (d  a®.  SPRMG  CALL  (14b 
beflo  06)21*1  Hh.  JASON’S  BUY  38V41  6*1  to 
Ruin  In  Line  In  CRritcWan  norice  ludle  (2m  U 
’tmtft  tad  Bn*.  UMWSRS  CCNE  dsced  itth  to 
Mortal  o  Nnbuy  nwtae  tandtop  Durffle  t®3 
start  (2m  111 
Steam:  “ 


IWTWmWF 

nyrrrPTigET. 


FOR  FIRST  TIME  TELEPHONE 
CALLERS  staking  325  or  more  using 
Switch  or  Delta  bank  or  building 
society  debit  cards. 

„VNG  TODAY -BET  TODAY 

0800444040 

(Hiniaurii  total  imreetreeal  per  tail  3  »  Dm  IS-*  only  1 
•Free  bd  is  >  528  StralgW  Fbrensi  a  Ike  Hayriscfc 
3J0pttsrKeoqitM4S0pBlBdqi.  I  Please  ptae* 
— ^jwnr  brt  sod  make  jtmr  free  forecast 
Infieettonetthta  ti*  nnr  eari-t 


GUtDE  toourjn^uneracecard 


tm  T13T43  GOOD  TRIES  13  (BFJ£S)  (Mrs  D  Rottcon)  B  Han  12-0 . . B  West  (7)  88 


Fbcecard  nuitoei.  Sir -figure  tomi  (F  — ML  P  — 
pulled  up.  U  —  ucealed  rtdai  B— DiougM 
oohi.  S  —  dipped  m  R~  rriusert  D  — 
dapdfied)  Hone's  nine.  Days  rinct  tea 
ouikn:  F  if  rtaL  (B  —  DGdogrs.  V—  nisar.  H  — 
ttouT  E  —  EyesMeWL  C  —  couse  wna.  D  — 
tfirian  dm.  CD  — couse  and  drimee 


■mo.  BE— beaten  (avoute  m  taea  race) 
Gong  on  did)  Done  he  m  (F  —  film,  good  lo 
tom.  hanl  G  —  good  S— sot.  gout  to  sol 
heavy].  Owner  In  tractors.  Trdna.  Age  and 
weftf*.  (Sdo  plus  any  aUmanca  The  Tires 
ftlwle  Kamfiopper's  radng. 


3.00  LEWIS  CN«0LL  SELECT  HURDLE 

(£5,345: 2m)  (4  Jurmers) 


1  110513  PROWEU.  13  (0F&SJIM  Jones}  M  Pipe  0llrt _ 

2  7111-3  BOKARO  20  (DA5)  IE*»  ol  lau  la*  Joseph)  C  Boris  9-1 1-4 _  _ 

3  1P/632  SALWAN  1 5  (B.G5)  (P Douglas  Erg]  iesJRaran  7- 11 -4._  _ _ NWBnsai 

AGA1N1(D3  . 


4  1-11122  TRyiNBAGAill  (DJ7j)(W Oort) 06nUto 7-1 M 

BETTWG:  Evens  Briaro.  5-4  Pndwdl.  01  Satwao. 


_ RDunwody  91 

SBrndoy  ffl 
WBtonson  79 
DOUBTFUL  - 


FORM  FOCUS 


PHHWBJ.  Deal  Ztataus  KUen  9t  n  a  6-naner 
hanffleap  Duffle  a  Chriienham  (2m  If,  heavy)  on 
pmtibrele  start  BOKARO  l»  3rt  of  7  »  Land 
Ate  hi  7-rum  condtUans  hude  at  Sandown 


(2m  110yd.  heavy).  SALWAN  121  2uf  ol  7  to 
AnuQos  to  a  handicap  ludeal  Hutti^ksi  Cm 
iifyd.  good  to  soil). 

Setedtot  BOKARO 


3.30  WWTERABWT  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(56,970-  3m)  (6  mnneiL) 


04UF-35  ROMANY  KING  21  0.G5)  (Us  E  SrimneUMrii)  K  Bffley  11-11-10 _ NWHonni  81 

122U23  CAOER3JR34  PJFF.ELSl  IBWtaatodJUPlpeMl-S _ RDnrmody  93 

14P-P11  WXTTW 13  fiXGjS)  lM«  E  Uesi  S  Bishop  01MO _ _ _ _ —  A  Tory  96 

PP1Z12-  BRA0WAUL  279  (CjJ/.&S)  (G  Bartwi  tts  A  Hewtt  11-106 - 

W13U2  CELTIC  PWNCE  22  (BJ1.6.S)  (MB  G  M-Jaw)  N  Tatsto-Dantt  9-101 
lPPW  GODDaWT  RJCH 17  (B.D&S1  (Mrs  Tortei)  C  Brafc  11-100 - G 


Lmghandhap  Gouteiu  Rkti  0i3 

BETTWG:  04  Cette  Pnnce.  02  HtiTr*.  01  Cade  Reu.  01  Romany  tap.  101  BodwaH,  201  Goods**  nch 

FORM  FOCUS 


ROMANY  KING  21W  5tt  ol  9  to  Umc  CoiloniB 
n  Kelso  tandtai  rinse  (3m  4L  good  to  soil). 
CACHE  FLEUR  3541  2nd  ol  5  to  Tartan  Tyrant  ai 
cause  and  distance  handcap  chrta  (soft)  penuU- 

note  start.  HtL  TRK.  cumpteted  Oort*,  ka  Lo 


Stegone  51  ai  fi-naver  Mnibuy  handuan  rinse 
(3m  21  TIM.  heavy),  favfcuriy  Oral  CaUC 
PRMCE  |10q  bener  am  1UI  n  9Hnimer  Tow- 
cesta  (mficap  chase  (3m  if.  heavy). 

Selector  HLL  TRIX  (ifyi) 


4.00  DUCHESS  HAMHCAP  HURDLE  (£2,933:  2m)  (5  lunnefs) 

1  F03PO6  ABBOT  OF  RJRNESS  39  (C.D.S)  (lort  CaveodsD)  G  Rtehards  11-11  ID  A  Dobbin  96 

2  215304  BSID  SABLE  20  (DF3I  IF  Stowl  F  Swey  011-7 - B  Stony  93 

3  3S42F4  BRAMBLEBERRY  39  (ILS)  Qtanpm  Rung}  tts  S  Smkb  0n-i  Rtriwd  Gnosi  ffl 

4  01113F  SAINT  CEL  27  (CD £5)  0*n  Baongi  F  Jodm  7-1011 _ J  Ladder  ffi 

5  Sflni-P6  SHTTLE  ALLEY  70  0). G.S)  (P  Bter)  W  Clay  0100 - One  Ctey  87 

Long  bandteap:  Skate  Ally  9-10. 

BETTWG:  7-4  Sam  CM.  02  BrarWbefy,  01  Bend  Sable,  02  Abbot  01  Furness,  101  Sdtoe  Atoy. 


FORM  FOCUS 


ABBOT  OF  FURNESS,  best  iccert  ehort,  HI  3rd  ffl 
14  to  Ciate  Shut  In  a  IsnScap  turte  ai  Wea«fy 
(2m  41 UM.  nowfl.  BEND  SABLE  4V,I  4Yi  rill 
to  Squhe  Sffli  to  a  handup  huffle  a  wanaby 
(2m.  SOB).  BRAMBLESSUn'  34F  41h  ol  13  to 
Efljiesi  GVI  In  a  handcap  hudte  a  Cartbte  12m  1L 
sol),  trill  ABBOT  OF  FURIESS  IS  6ft  and  BEW 


SABLE  (CIO  mse  oNI  tafted  od  test  SAWT  CEL 
Psl  3id  ol  6  to  Knoriou  Pn  in  a  lavkap  huffle 
a  Nwbuy  pm  TIM  heavy)  peuddmaie  start. 
Pievtouste.  axnpMed  treble,  bsi  ImN  Aitiri  II  ai 
’■rtnier  Itew  lendcap  Durffle  (2m.  sod)  w8h 
SKITTLE  ALLEY  ISO  brtm  rtf)  33WI  6th. 
SdectaE  BRAMBEBSIRY 


4.30 


WALRUS  HUNTERS  CHASE  (Amaleurs:  £2.232:  3m)  (8  monos) 

1  (PI  30  RHAL  CHANT  31  (DJ.GS)  (D  D  Biydon)  D  Brydn  14-12-7  R  H  Brown  (5) 

2  •  WOW*  FFES  13P  (S)  (S  Hope)  R  Hmms  012-7 - S  Hope  m 

3  P3232-  EXTRA  3TO.  345  (G(  (R  Ogdenl  G  Ririonb  1012-0-  Caffl  A  Ogden  m 

4  62/PPAI  SHARES1  STAR  8  IS)  (P  War)  F  Mattns  7-12-0_ . .  L  Sates  W 

5  1412/  VAGUE  HLUBKE  664P  (G)  (T  EMm)  U  lUineaa  012-8..  D  Bartow  (7) 

6  5/02650  VAVASW  347  (G)  IK  O  Uen)  1*5  C  Fortier  012-0 -  A  H  Cm  (7) 

7  U14-3  WALLY  WREKM  13P  (G5)  (Mre  C  tUUn)  Ms  P  Pnriey  12-12-0  R  Fad  (7) 

B  3P-1  LADY  LLANFAR  20P  (FS)  (N  Araenon)  w  0*s  01M3.  Mbs  P  Jones  15) 


BETTWG:  02  term,  im  Lady  LtenW.  7-;  Ema  Specal.  01  WaRy  Wrian. 
Htew,  201  a ante  Stei.  blew 


-1  Ft*  CttM.  101  Vague 


FORM  FOCUS 


3  mfles.  Haydock  3.30pm.  Liw  on  BBC  TV. 


6/4 

Celtic  Prince 

5/2 

Hill  Trix 

5 

Cache  Fleur 

11/2 

Romany  King 

16 

Bradwali 

16 

Goodshot  Rich 

Eadi  w»  One  Quarter  the  odfc  a  Ha«  1. 1 
PfHM  n*}«1  n>  rtuCTu*twn  AvJiWile  up  to  3.15pm. 

TanenaflsRideAldmayappht-Nwirunner-nobet 

W  .tSS  on  cm  P601/GO2/6CB 
--rrStoMIB -399.Shyre»lP209GM5^M 


FHLFPHCM  08DO  289  B92  WU1AM  W.  BUUS  AfPIV 
I «  CffiDU  ACC«gJ;|s  W|KI  ro aUCTUATtW 


FINAL  CHANT  6*  l  3rd  el  5  id  Ones  5teg  h  a 
Diner  chase  at  HirttogdanJJm,  good  to  firm) 
geniirae  start  tea  season.  EXTRA  SPECIAL  3*H 
2nd  ri  19  to  Ctramas  Gorea  in  Kauonat  Hud 
Chase  a  Ctnttartwi  (4m.  oocd  to  sffli)  M  stan 
tot  ran.  VAGUE  WLUENCE  41 2nd  al  7  to  CM 
Lane  to  confined  poad-tofom  al  Gbbun  (good) 
r 1993  VAVAS  ' 


on  latest  start.  May  i 


AVASffl  toted  Ml  3rd  ol 


7  to  CasUe  Btue  n  novice  dase  al  Taudon  (3m. 

a  lo  soft)  ton  start  tori  season.  WALLY 
N  best  ream  ritort  tm  OmA  Vtoon  151  to 
7-nnn  confined  pom-to-poM  ri  Ftem  Moor 
({modi  peraUmriB  stan  lari  season.  LADY  LLAN¬ 
FAR  heal  Searcy  21  m  4-nmner  ladtes  opai  pnM- 
:ii|*M)  Wattovidga  (good  to  soil). 


5.00 


LEVY  BOARD  NOVICES  HURDLE  (£2.752:  2m)  (9  runners) 


1  0  B0R0  HU.  41  ffl  ADsopj  ft  Atop  011-6 _ B  Panel  - 

;  P  C00LBMY  56  (0  McCain)  D  McCan  0U-6  _ _ D  McCain  fi)  - 

3  1800  KALI  SANA  16  tfl  Alfeop)  R  AUsop  7-1 M -  Ur  M  »uel  (7)  - 

4  5  (WESEVMOUn  17  (G  Barttiokme*)  G  Fbdards  011-6 - A  DoDUn  - 

5  2-flR  SEACHAHGE  48  (A  StoeHl  M  VMknan  011-6 . . J  F  Ttony  ffi 

6  23  SXY  RUN  16  (Mr?  D  TtHmosonl  M  Hof  0H-6 _  R  Dammody  ffl 

7  1  WATER  BARON  13  (D£)  |Mis  L  Wiltons)  A  IMitafi  4-11-2 _ K  -Johnson  87 

8  CfTY  XWG  IE  Bows)  G  fti  charts  4-1010 - B  Hanlng  @  - 

9  3  ORANGE  EXTieffffl  U  Crayston)  W  Clay  4-105 - N  Joches  (7)  79 

BETTING:  04  Sty  (ton.  02  OoeSEmteu.  01  Wteu  Barm  Cay  Pang.  101  Oonge  Eflrene.  14-1  adier. 

FORM  FOCUS 


0NESEVENF0UR  27HI  5th  to  Suda  Concerto  m 
lucesto  NH  IM  ora  (Sn.  sod)  SEACHANSE  IS 
7th  to  Spanatat  in  Nanmghjm  nowee  hude  (2m. 
good  to  sofi)  penuHfmale  rial  SXY  RUN  16VI  3rt 
u  Certainly  Stung  in  LudM  nonce  tudte  (2m  51 


110yd.  goodie  sol)  WATER  BARON  bead  May: 
Fedius  SI  n  Ayr  norice  huffle  (2m,  heavy) 
0RAN&  EXTREME  20  3rd  u  Plunder  Bay  n 
Leicester  novice  fude  12m,  sotn 
Sefccton:  SKY  RUN 


RAC 

El 

5tme 

FULL  RE5ULTS 

SERVICE  I 

080  1-' 

1  6 

8-1  68  | 

HAYDOCKI 

KEMPTON 

S'THWELLl 


C53b  Sb3 5  iWtei  tftow  aff 

u  ^r  totwi  Wfl  1£ mgrt  itwm  jggaj  M  J 


HAYDOCK  PARK 

SPKsiAusts ;  • 


TRAINERS:  G  Richards,  38  winners 
from  126  runners.  30.2%:  M  Pipe,  33 
Irpm  120. 27  5%:  C  Brooks,  8  from  31, 
25.8%;  N  Twteion-Davies,  9  from  36, 
250%,  M  H  EasterOy,  6  from  45. 
1 7.8%:  G  Moore.  4  from  34.  11.8%:  D 
McCan.  B  from  72.  11.1% 

JOCKEYS:  D  Bridgwater.  4  winners  13 
rides.  30.8%;  R  Durwoody,  1 5  from  60, 
25  0W.G  Bracfiey,  1 0  from  4),  £4.4%;  A 
Dobton.  6  from  33. 132%.  L  Wyer.  8 
from  61,  13.1%.  Only  quarters 


YESTHRDAITS 
v  results^  ^ 


Wincanton 

Going:  soli  with  heavy  patches 
2.00  (3m  hdle)  1.  Sow  Man  (J  Lower,  7-1): 

2.  Cfekawfcka  (2-1  lav);  3.  Tom's  Fen 
(6-1).  21  ran.  in.2X>L  M  F%»  Tote:  £750; 
£210.  El .40.  £220  OF:  E6.40  Tno:  CB.70. 
CSF:  E20  32 

235  12m  ch)  1,  Front  Street  U  Oabome, 
9-4);  2,  Madras  Swan  Song  (7-4  fav);  3. 
Hasher  (01).  B  ran.  NR-  Butter's  Twtch. 
12L  10L  5  Sherwood.  Toe-  E320;  Cl  *0. 
£1.30.  £1.80.  OF-  £322  Tno-  £11.70.  CSF- 
£625 

3- 05  (3m  It  110yd  chi  1,  Monsieur  La 
Cure  (P  Nwen.  06  lav:  FUchard  Evans’s 
nap);  2  Sunley  Bay  (12-1):  3,  Garrison 
Savannah  (2-1).  0  ran.  NR  Fkkttera  Pke. 
3d.  disi.  J  Edwards  Trae:  £200:  El  60. 
£1  70.  DF-  £680.  CSF:  £1020. 

325  (2m  hffle)  1.  AMertxoak  (N  Wilam- 
aon,  11-4);  2  Trying  Again  16-4  lay);  3. 
Jaztah(108)  7  ran  BL 151  KBadw.  Tote- 
E3.B0:  £230.  £1  60.  DF;  £4.80.  CSF:  £7.09. 

4- 05  (2m  51  ch)  1.  Mr  Flanagan  (D 
GaHagher.  11-4).  2  EdhntxMQ  (0-4  lav);  3. 
Lady  Ghtefcvne  (4-1)  6  raa  41.  15L  C 
Blocks  Tolar.  £330;  £240,  £1  50.  DF: 
£320.  CSF:  £6.67. 

4-35  (an  htfle)  1.  Kino's  Cross  (N 
WMiamaon,  14-1);  2  Lightering  Lad  (0-2 
lav);  3.  J  Brand  (01).  14  ran  NR-  Kane's 
Joker.  Mniavi.  Pyrarnte  Prince  6L  61.  A  J 
Wfisan.  Tote  CB7.40.  £10  60.  £1.60.  £240. 
DF-  £9100.  Trio:  £431.90.  CSF  £48.11. 
Tricast  £290.76.  After  a  stewards'  inquvy. 
result  mood 

5.05  (2m  fW)  1.  Credo  Boy  (M  Moran. 
01);  2  Busking  Along  (33-1):  3.  Foxtrot 
Romeo  (7-1).  Hoh  Defcvery  04  fav.  17  ran. 
NR-  May  Smt*JL  251.  M  K  Bishop.  Tote: 
C9-8D.  £250.  E630,  £3^0.  DF:  £213  70 
CSF:  £227  12. 

Jackpot  not  won  (pool  ol  £8.144.83 
earned  forward  so  Kempton  Park  t  ' 
Ptacepot  £6.40.  Quadpofc 

Huntingdon 

Going:  soft  wnh  heavy  patches 
1  JO  (2m  110yd  hdte)  1.  Home  From  The 
HM  (A  Thornton.  101);  2  Tamergate  (02); 

3.  Bayanyka  (6-1  lav)  20  ran.  NR  Castle 
CtWe,  Rum.  41.  HI  M  Cnannon.  Tow 
£1200.  £4.10.  £210.  £1.10  DF-  £30  80. 
CSF:  £5708. 

220  (2m  41110yd  ch)  1 ,  Rectory  Garden 
(G  McCourt.  6-4  lav):  2.  OtvchefTs  Hurt 
(11-4);  3.  La  Glnno  14-1)  lltuHILfilT 
Fareter.  Tote:  E250.  El  30.  £1.10.  £1  GO 
DF  E330  CSF:  £627. 

250  (2m  5f  110yd  hdto)  1.  Wee  VMndy  [P 
Hide.  7-2  lav):  2.  Whal  H  (101):  3.  Pattoigh 
(101)  12  ran  S.  IZI.JGrttwd  Tote:  £4^)0; 
£1.70.  £180.  £2  80  DF-  £1200  Trio. 
£70.80  CSF-  £36.82  Tneast  £300.88. 

3- 20  0n  110yd  ch)  1.  Sound  Reveila  (G 
Bracfiey,  7-2),  2  Northern  Saddter  (7-2);  3, 
Bed  on  Rover  (011  DuhaOow  Lodge  5-4 
fav.  5  ran  9L  2L  C  Brooks.  Tote:  £450: 
£210.  £200  DF:  £11.60.  CSF:  £14  60 
350  (2m  110yd  hdfe)  1.  Cfifton  Beel  fG 
McCosl.  5-4  tew.  2.  Amancta  (7-4V.  3. 
Tuheno  (01)  6  ran.  2 HI.  iSL  P  hoobs. 
Tote:  £220,  £1.10,  £1  50.  £210.  DF:  £1.70. 
CSF-  £4  03 

42  (3m  ch)  1.  Celtic  Bade  (5  McNeffl.  7-4 
fav).  2  hfcktup  (102).  3,  Postman's  Path 
(8-1).  7  ran.  ItH.  9.  H  Hodge.  Tole:  £2  70; 
£150,  £3  00  DF:  C11  60  CSF:  £1359. 

455  Km  110yd hdfe)  l,  Major's  Law  (Mbs 
E  Doyle,  1 1-2);  Z  Augurt  Twelfth  (1 1-2);  3. 
Ctencan  (101).  Star  Marvel  04  lav  14  ran. 
NR  Freest  Rain.  1441,  3M  j  While.  Tote. 
£620.  £1  70.  £290.  £3  50.  DF'  £.10.70. 
Trio  £17.30  CSF:  £3665.  TrtcasL 
£27756 

Ptacepot  £17.40.  Quadpot:  £6250. 

Lingfield  Park 

Going:  standard 

215  (501.  Tenor  (Aten  Graaves,  M-Blav). 
2.  The  JnsttuiB  Btw  (01).  3.  Tea- Emm  (0 
2).  6  raa  1 M.  M.  b  NffihaDs  Tale:  £250, 
£1 20.  £220  OF.  £320.  CSF:  E5.44. 

245  (Tm  4fl  1,  Hariequai  Walk  (J  Qulm. 
108  lev);  1  Lon  Isa  101).  3.  CSbumeJ 
News  (01).  11  ran  VW.  % L  A  Hkia.  Tole. 
£250:  £1.10.  £1  60.  £150.  DF;  £.1100. 
CSF:  £14.06 

3.15  (im  21)  1,  Young  Freeman  (J  Weaver. 
02  fav:  Our  Newmarket  Correspondent's 
reap);  2  Actvfes  Heel  (01).  3.  Captain 
Marmalade  (101).  11  ran.  a.  31  D  Loder. 
Tove:  £320;  El  .10.  £4  70.  £3.10.  DF. 
£1870.  Tno:  £18750.  CSF.  £23  3. 
TrfcasL-  £166.13.  Tote 

245  (61)  1 .  Tyrian  Piaple  (D  Hamsan,  7-2); 
2  Efedeyu  Sunset  [9-4  lew);  3.  Anorherone 
To  Note  (101)  It  ran  1«L  2^L  T 
Naurtiten  Tole.  £5.10;  Cl  40.  £160. 
E230.DF.E5  CO  CSF  £1159.  Not*). 

4.15  (71)  1.  Renown  ID  Hamson,  6-5  tav); 
2  Breddand  (33-1):  -1.  Soianru  (01).  11 
ran.  Wl.  %l  Lord  Huntingdon  Tote:  £210. 
£150  £330.  £180  fiF:£2720  CSF- 
£3836. 

4.45  (7fr  1.  Master  MISBeid  (J  Weaver. 

4- 1).  2.  Tfree  Arch  Bridge  (3-1);  3. 
Graenwich  Anasn  111-2).  8 ran,  Itol.  MA  C 
Wl  Tote:  £8  7ft  £1.50.  £1  70  DF:  £900. 
CSF:  £15.63 

Ptacepot  £28.30  Ouadpot  E27.90. 

O  Nick  Gaselee's  Party  Poli¬ 
tics,  the  19*32  Grand  National 
winner,  will  be  ridden  by 
Mark  Dwyer  in  the  Greenalls 
Gold  Cup  at  Haydock  Park 
tomorrow. 


PARK 


THUNDERER 
220  IDIOT'S  LADY  (nap).  250  Double  Silk.  220 
Smith's  Band.  3.50  Big  Matt.  420  Hops  And  Pops. 
4^0  Landed  Gentry. 

The  Times  Private  Har dicapper's  top  rating: 

220  IDIOTS  LADY. 

Brian  Beel;  250  Double  Silk. 


GOING:  SOFT  (HEAVY  IN  PLACES) 


SIS 


2.20  BBIFONT  NOVICES  HURDLE 

(EL90&  2m  5f)  (13  turners) 

101  -831  BEAR  CLAW  17(85)0  Shewed  011-S _ JOsflome  81 

HB  4252  DEDUCE  15  (F5)  J  wlito  011-5 _ J  Ra*DD  91 

KB  0-21  DWTSLADT  55  (S)MnsJPtoran  011-0 - Itfliarston  H 

104  012  WISH  BARLEY  S)  ffl)  Pltofflori  011-0 - SBanouffli  76 

105  3314  MHOreR)L15QlteJltoriM-fliwns01l-fl.flSawB  90 

106  20  Amu* SlfitSHWE  16 CVtatton 01010  —  Poer Hobbs  - 

107  040  COUNTRY  KB3»g  17  (B)  B  M  7-1010 _ ft  Mann  - 

108  3S2  RMETTU 20 D Mritoson 5-10-10 _ AUaroto  82 

109  3203  POMOAIM<1  Mss  CJrinw  01010. - DOU8TRJL  - 

110  SCRATCH  PlAYBT  Ms  JRerm-taMB  01 010 

Ur  G  ShenUo  (7)  - 

111  060  SPECTACULAR  STAR 326  K  BM«y  01010 - AThanttn  - 

112  05  WARRIOR  BARD  93  MtaHKritffi  01010 - Rfsraat  S3 

113  45  UATCHMGGRffit  57  G  Billing  0105 — APMcCfyP)  IB 

7-4  Mars  Lady.  7-2  Bra  Oh  0!  ftrtra.  0T  futaflo.  7-1  So  IfiipiU,  101 
Q*sN  Barley  101  othoa 


201  F-11  DOUBLE  58X3 

202  U31- 


2.50  COnimUAN  HIHITH1S  CHASE 

(Amateurs:  £2,332: 3m)  (6) 

fl  HUBS  1 1 -12-10  R  TutagoB  n  s 
LAD  267  (DLF.B)  S  Pto  012-10 

U  Triton  (51  87 
MSS  CSanfltti  012  -7 -OOUBTRl  - 

204  101  COOL  RBATtiN  14  (F.&S)  D  Can  012-7-.  A  Plriftn  (7)  67 

205  21-1  TEAPLANT13)  20  (CD^^S)  Ms  C  Sankn  12-12-7 

RftadlG)  90 

206  5P-5  caTIC SHOT  16 (CJ)AS)D Trite*  1012-0.  DDago»(7)  - 

1-2  Doebte  SOL  7-2  Ttaptoite.  01  Cool  IktoUai,  12-1  Sydartnrough  Lad.  201 
CMe  Shot 


3.20  FAMOUS  GROUSE  NOVICES  CHASE 

(£3,745: 3m)  (7) 


301  1212  SMUTS  BAND  IE 

302  2122  THE  FR06PHNCE 


303  3130  CASIBLBK)  6  M /firoote  7-11-9 


(0.85)  14a  J  Mian  7-11-12  W  Mntoa 
SjF5)  N  7-11-12—  J  Osborne 


—  D  Gallagher  84 

304  TOP  DONT  BUCK  BJ  UpSUl 011-5— - -  R  Suppb  7B 

305  IMP  TBOA 17  (S)  A  CturtMtin  1011-5 _ D  Leafy  (3)  71 

30S  VA  WSfiXYLADY  J7  (T.05)  JCot  T1-T1-4_  Ifiss  PQjrfiag  87 

307  412F  SHAMAfiPHL  39  (F.5)  K  nrinp  011-4 - R  Greff*  .78 

04  Putt's  Band.  2-1  ft*  Frag  Prince.  0s  CtoUghm  12-1  Fmn9v  lidy.  101 
StanarpM.  201  Takla,  DonT  Buck. 


3.50  PORTLANE  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£4.622:  2m  4ni0ydU4) 

401  44-4  OTT  KE  74  (&S)  S  Shniwicrt  1011-10 - SMfflffl  87 

402  2355  LACKBI0AMB0(C/^S)  Hat  HKngM  011-5  J  Osborne  96 

403  051  BM  MATT  14  JG5)  N  Hauknon  7-11-4 —  UARognU  © 

404  MP  WliJOW GALE 46 (D£) P Budar 0104) - AlAagute  85 

4-5  Big  NUL  01  Lafflmm.  4-1  CfylOL  14-1  WUtow  Gals. 


4.20  KBHPTDN  PARK  NATIONAL  HUNT  NOVICES 
HURDLE  (£2,850: 2m)  (9) 

501  RF11  CAPTAH  KHHKVE  7B  (D.F.ELS)  P  Hotte  7-11-8.  G  McCotrt  84 

502  -410  VWO  IS  BXJHAUE  41  (COA  N  Kanderion  011-8  „ 

UARcgenfd  9 

503  -415  110RE  DASH  THANCASH  89  (D,6)  Ms  M  Jones  011-4 

A  P  McCoy  P)  77 

504  01311  HOPS  AM)  POPS  6  (OBF.F.GS)  fi  Atoer  0113_  AM«fflra  96 

505  a  URPRffltTM  16  C  Bnots  011  -0 _ _ DGtiagfaS  79 


506  000  MUTUAL  MEMQHES 101  N  Hemtasm  7-11-0  J  R  Kavanagh  - 

507  RED  CHANEL  T  Casev  011-0 - AThomna  - 

508  0  STONE  BRAMBLE  11B  Mbs  HIvngN  011-0 - J  Osborne  - 

509  040  DEPTFORD  BELLE  48  fl  Cure  0109 _ D  Marts  ~ 

5-4  Captoit  Khefflva.  7-4  Hub  And  Poos,  01  Mote  Dash  Tbancash.  01  Who  Es 
Fteteane.  101  Mr  Primefina,  201  othes 


4.50  LITTLETON  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£3,022;  2m  5f)  (11) 

601  6111  ASK  THE  GUVBVIOR 17  {CD/,G,S)G  BfiUng  011-10 

A  P  McCoy  (31  SO 

G02  -656  ERBOLYmiDW 20 (p^)DBsMrth 011-9  PHofiey  92 

an  IIAiS  GOKTCTA  BBJD.6)  ORranan  011-8 - M  Bmaa  85 

804  2130  MR  PICKPOCKET  20  (S)  J  Actus  7-11-8 - GMoCout  68 

605  11-0  HRS)  EARTH  B1  (D.F.S)  J  Faffluw  7-11-8 - JOstniri  B7 

606  -028  MARROSMU48(mDHtfirison0ll-B - -  A  Hagrird  84 

607  B32P  EARLY  MAN  18  (C,Ks)0  Grcsell  01 1-1 - Pater  Hobbs  88 

600  F314  LANDED  GENTRY  7  (tfJ)  C  Bread  01013 - WMaotan  98 

609  1-66  DUNCAN  BAHD  17  feSlRCalW  12-108-  MARBnorMI  95 

610  Pfia  ROYAL  PfflGR  13  G)  Ms  J(tadrac-eat>w0 10-8  DOWTUL  - 

Gil  5241  JAODH  7  (F.G.S)  i  WBrinan 7-10-4 - D Safer  (5)  9 

11-4  JadMh.  02  Ask  The  Governor.  01  Lntod  Garay.  01  Bred  Earn.  7-1 
Items  IH.  01  Frtnfy  Feflm.  101  Ur  Picfrxxta.  12-1  otters. 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


TRAINBTS:  J  Upaon.  3  (rimac  horn  10  mnoBis.  30.0V  K  BaBey.  12 
tmm  43. 27.9fc  N  Hanttasoa  20  Iram  74. 27J*.  R  Alno.  3  Iran  12, 
25JJV;  D  Nldmam.  13  tram  62. 210V 
JOCKEYS:  W  Marion.  4  hwqs  torn  10  rides.  404%.  U  A 
FtogeraM.  ID  kom  45,  212%  Peter  Hobbs.  9  bn  45.  20 OV  J 
Qstnme.  28  Iron  133. 195%.  6  MeCoort.  12  from  89. 17.4% 


Cheltenham  objective 

SOUND  REVEILLE,  trained  by  Charlie 
Brooks,  Is  on  course  for  the  Cheltenham 
Festival  after  winning  die  National  Letterbox 
Marketing  Handicap  Chase  at  Huntingdon 
yesterday.  He  could  tackle  the  Grand  Annual 
Handicap  Chase  or  the  Arkle  Trophy. 


THUNDERER 
1.40  At  The  Savoy.  2.10  Uckeiby  Lad.  Z40  No 
Submission.  3.10  Allfrison's  Mate.  3.40  Lady 
Roxanne.  4.10  Wisdom.  4.40  Teleptius. 


GOING:  STANDARD 

DRAW:  6F-1M,  LOW  NUMBERS  BEST 


SIS 


1  .40  FARMS FELO  APPRENTICES  MAfflEN 
HANDICAP  (Div  I:  £2.537;  Im)  (9  runners) 

G  FlAra 


1  2035  SPANGHSmn>ei4UCtnDnaa  0010  —  G  Parian  (71 D 

2  5224  ATTWSAVOnilDRT Barrel  W-  Kbittnrtey  Karl  ^  2 
-003  EUMPHARMi LASSE 23  (Y)EiL Moore 4-9-2  — ..LSutownB 

030  HIPBMY29(B)Ktan4-01 _ CScWy(3J7 

0S4  MAW  BRACE  S  K  Bute  *01 - HWtoErteto(3)1 


■523  MR  MORMBTY  28  (B)  S  Boartofl  4-0l3._  Amanda  Santas  3 

068  TR8I0LANTE 11  Cqil  J  Yfflsan  4-05 _ U  Kory  4 

006  CHARLOTTE PBWYal ff) N LtomoQen 4-05—  CActanwnS 

020  HIRB>D  FORT  202  MBkfenw  600 - kbrttn  Dwyer  9 

2-1  Ain*  s»fy.  01  Span**  Skipper.  1-2 1*  WtHaty,  01  Eunphami  Lxrie. 
7-1  Uw  Bote.  101  Treantate.  101  attec 


2.1 0  WUKFieJD  APPRENTICES  MAIDEN 
HANDICAP  (Div  11:  £2,537:  Im)  (8) 


2050  UCKERBY  LAD21  (B 
020  6L0WALLY  l^jB^ 


5  840  RAAOOUJNAi 


N  Lflnoda  4-010 —  CAdamsooS 

Write  4-09_ - CScudder  (5)  6 

WEastorby4  07 _ ffijttCouSar  7 


4  000  BLASTER  BATES  74J  (B)  B  Brottarton  4-05  R  Watefidd  (3)  1 

5  0060  ARROGAJfr  BOY  25  D  Chajuran  004 _ A  Eddery  13)  5 

6  00-0  PERSOWUS 11  Capri  J  vftson  5-02 _ Ammta  Sanders  8 

7  MV  COVBI  MOON  507  D  Moms  0011 _ C  Webb  (5)  4 

8  400  SAXON MAOC 109 jeeturi 009. — . ™MHeay2 

02  Arrogant  Boy.  7-2  Oenflfy,  01  Btaster  Bates.  01  ttertxrilna.  7-1 

-1  Ucterfyl . 


Paranrinu.01 1 


1  Lad.  101  ottorv 


2.40  BBESTHORPE  CLAIMING  STAKES 

(£2^37: 7f)  (5) 

1  1-  TDDY  OGGE  411  ID.G)  N  Goham  4-013 - T  Orion  3 

2  032  ROCKY  WATERS  15  (DSPJ'.KGL  Moore  009  _  A  Morris  1 

3  £121  NO  SUBHSSKM  7  (CDjSjS)  0  Unman  006 

DMoUriCcowH 

4  4242  BATTLE  COLOURS  7  (B.CJLFS)  Ibt  J  Fonsden  005 

J  Weaver  2 

5  45/0  KRBT1S  GBL 11  (C.G0)  D  rtaytti  Joras  001  —  A  Vbcfcay  5 
M  M>  Sufimhair  04  Baffle  Cobus.  7-2  floriy  Wrien.  4-1  Tiddv  Ogpie.  12-1 
KrisbsGta 


3.10 


PARK  HOSPRAL  HANDICAP  (£3,708: 7f)  (8) 

034-  MACS  MAHARANEE  142  (GS.G)  P  Frigate  8-10-0  J  Slack  (5)  5 
000  TALFAN  BID  151  flXF.&S)  T  DTJahonv  6-01?  __  G  Carta- 4 
000  BajJBriNETTE  ,G|  0 (tofta  Jones 4-08  AMaekay3 


21)  FLDWW6 OCEAN 482 ©IteGlurim 008  RCcetoaral 

-048  ALLMSOfFS  MATE  S  (CD.F.G)  T  Barron  7-9-6 _ K  Oartey  7 

202  SOUTH  FOREST  4  S  toning  4-9-6 _ CTragur{7)B 

061  TWN  CREEKS  14  (CD£l  U  itemiond  4-010 ...  G  Outfield  2 
2558  ORTHORHOMBUS  6  (BJ)  0  CosgnM  08-4  D  R  UcCriM  (3)  B 
11-4  Mara  Maharanofl.  7-2  AlfircnTs  Mate.  4-1  Sorib  Fwon.  02  Mr  Crete 
01  noring  Ocm  12-1  Uahuta,  14-1  Ottns. 


3.40 


CROPS  HANDICAP  (£3.010: 01)  (7) 


1  2512  BELLA  PAWES  7  (B.CD/.&S)  D  Mrinifc  4-9-10 

AteGwwsS 

2  -366  ACESON TMESIS (CD^^SlREtostom 7-08  SDWtons 4 

3  -<B0  GfffY  TOPPA  18  (F.G)  Us  J  Ftomsden  4-6-6  Dean  MeKeomi  5 

4  4033  UATTWW DAVID  1 8  (P0jB)$  Bowling 005 _ J  (total  1 

5  006  LADY  ROXANNE  20  (V^J  Lonl  HuMgdm  60-3  DHvrtson3 

E  A»  OnSTIAN  FLIGHT  IIS  Goftffi  000 _  D  McCabe  (3)  7 

7  005  WELLSY  LAD  18  (Bja.GJ)  D  daimW-  N  Carthte  2 

2-1  Brito  Paten.  01  Qitfaan  ngri.  02  Lilly  taaim.  01  NtoShu  D ML  7-1 
Grey  loppa.  01  Wtey  Lad.  201  Moeson  Times 


4.10  wbjjiw  same  stakes 

(3-Y-O:  £2.259:  im  3f)  (12) 


05  ranwurs  ABOUT  20  J 
050  DAILY  CHALLENGBt  30 
00  DRAMA  KING  B6  (B)  Si 
4138  PO.Y  ROAD  16  (C.G)  U  Chainon  011 
083  RECOVERY  LAD  16  It  Ride  011 


011— - D  Harrison  7 

ftnripa»01T_  AUadcryB 

‘■"-“"'J’bSSS’ 

DR  McCabe  (3)  11 


4038  RUffPRACntBI  7  (C8)  B  Rritwefl  011 _ MFeoton12 

01-5  GQUnmGSPSBY 34(G)? Sevan 011 _ NCarMei 

-233  WISDOM  13 (81  P Cote 011 _ TOriailfl 

9  4553  FOOLS  OF  PRDE  7  fl  Holanliead  8-6 _ WRyais 

10  032  HEVB1  GOLF  LADY  7  (Bf)  T  HaiQfrton  0G _ JWawr5 

11  OISS  USS  SUZV  7  J  Lriffli  B-6 _ Dean  MdCamm  3 

12  G58  TWO  WAY  STRETCH  31  GL  Moore  06 _ SWMwuffl4 

01  HStdrea.  02  Rawov  tad.  01  SoraMq  Speedy.  01  Dora  Kbn.  7-i 
Foots  01  Prtito,  01  Here  &m  lady,  101  Poly  Hoad.  12-1  oDra 


4.40 


THORGATON  HANDICAP  (£3,053:  Im  41)  (fl) 

042  hows  nr 

4-03  VMTS  HUDE  4  t 

AW)  swwdream:  .  _  _ 

R  Coctraie  3 


'  9JtLG)  W  Mrir  01M._ - JWtaiM 

as! 

400  TRHYHUS  3JDF£)  B  McMrih  68-8 _ -- 

3650  MODEST  HC*%  4  (uL^G)  frflkfinreid  8-06 

“"SM! 

BDoyto7 
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Commission’s  options  limited 


FA  left  open  to 


repercussions 
in  case  of  Cantona 


The  offence  by  Eric 
Cantona  against  digni¬ 
ty,  decency  and  moral¬ 
ity.  never  mind  against 
football  and  sport,  is  only 
marginally  worse  than  that  of 
Don  Revie  when  he  deviously 
walked  out  on  his  contract  as 
manager  of  England  in  1977- 
Yet  18  years  on.  the  Football 
Association  is  still  in  a  disci¬ 
plinary  cleft  stick  for  fear  that 
its  decisions  will  be  judicially 
reviewed  and  overturned. 

Nothing  has  been  done  dur¬ 
ing  the  intervening  years  to 
establish  a  truly  independent 
tribunal  that  would  enable 
proper  punishment  to  be  taken 
today  against  Cantona,  the 
Manchester  United  and 
France  forward,  for  jumping 
feet  first  at  a  spectator,  albeit  a 
provocative  spectator,  at 
Se I  hurst  Park  last  month. 

This  administrative  lacuna 
is  the  more  inexplicable  con¬ 
sidering  that  Sir  Ben  Milli- 
chip.  the  FA  chairman,  is  him¬ 
self  a  solicitor  and  therefore 
well  aware  of  the  continuing 
disciplinary  legal  limitations. 

It  is  perhaps  worth  remind¬ 
ing  Cantona,  his  club  and  the 
FA  disciplinary  commission 
that  meets  today,  that  the  ten- 
year  suspension  from  ail  Eng¬ 
lish  football,  imposed  on  Revie 
by  Professor  Sir  Harold 
Thompson,  the  FA  chairman 
at  the  time,  was  said  by  Mr 
Justice  Cantley  to  have  been 
appropriate  for  Revie's  selfish 
opportunism  and  disregard 
for  the  good  of  the  sport. 
Cantona’s  behaviour,  immed¬ 
iately  after  yet  another  send¬ 
ing-off  —  not  to  say  that  the 
commission  will  consider  the 
two  offences  today  —  was  far 
worse  than  Revie’s.  being  seen 


David  Miller  on  the  difficulties 
faced  by  the  disciplinary  tribunal 
that  sits  in  judgment  today 


by  millions,  including  school- 
children.  on  television. 

Revie’s  legal  action  against 
the  FA’S  suspension  was.  how¬ 
ever,  upheld  by  Mr  Justice 
Cantley  on  the  grounds  that 
the  theoretical  independent 
bystander  could  have  consid¬ 
ered  the  disciplinary  commis¬ 
sion  not  to  have  been  totally 
impartial.  Revie’s  character 
was  humiliatingly  demolished 
in  court  by  Mr  Justice  Cantiey. 
but  nevertheless  he  was  grant¬ 
ed  his  case  on  a  point  of  law. 

Increasingly  commercial¬ 
ised  and  increasingly  rudder¬ 
less,  the  FA  seems  to  have 
drifted  on  a  tide  of  contempo¬ 
rary  sleaze  to  the  point  where, 
instead  of  the  glory  of  which 
Danny  Blanchflower  used  to 
talk,  it  seems  that  football 
epitomises  violence  and  sleaze: 
Vinnie  Jones  and  Dennis 
Wise.  Paul  Merson  and 
George  Graham,  and  allega¬ 
tions  of  “bungs”  involving  a 
number  of  clubs. 

Today,  the  three-man  disci¬ 
plinary  commission  —  two 
from  professional  leagues  rep¬ 
resentatives  under  the  chair¬ 
manship  of  Jeffrey  Thompson, 
a  JP  from  the  amateur  county 
game  —  is  vulnerable  if  at¬ 
tempting  to  impose  the  ex¬ 
treme  penalty  it  and  many 
others  inside  and  outside  the 
game,  might  wish. 

The  commission  is  compro¬ 
mised  by  several  factors.  The 
decision  this  week  by  the 
police  to  charge  Cantona.  28, 


The  incident  at  Selhurst  Park  that  was  seen 
by  millions  of  people  on  television 


with  common  assault  means 
that  any  punishment  above 
and  beyond  the  suspension 
until  the  end  of  the  season 
imposed  by  his  club,  could  be 
said  to  prejudice  criminal 
proceedings.  The  FA,  although 
having  been  given  legal  advice 
that  it  as  the  game’s  govern¬ 
ing  body,  is  entitled  to  take 
separate,  independent  disci¬ 
plinary  measures,  is  unlikely 
to  do  anything  extreme.  (In  the 
case  of  Duncan  Ferguson,  of 
Rangers,  who  is  being  prose¬ 
cuted  for  alleged  head-butting 
during  a  match  against  Raith 
Rovers,  the  Scottish  Football 
Association  has  held  over  its 
disciplinary  hearing). 

The  FA  will  also  be  con¬ 
cerned  about  possible  legal 
repercussions  from  Manches¬ 
ter  United  if  it  attempts  to 
extend  the  suspension,  which 
will  amount  to  some  25  match¬ 
es  should  United  again  reach 
the  FA  Cup  final.  The  reversal, 
under  judicial  review,  of  the 
FA'S  penalties  imposed  on 
Tottenham  will  be  fresh  on 
their  mind. 

There  is  little  doubt  that 
United’s  “voluntary”  decision 
to  suspend  Cantona  was  done 
in  the  expedient  interest  of 
protecting  their  investment, 
thereby  to  pre-empt  FA  action: 
even  if  the  suspension  in  bet 
followed  discussion  with  the 
FA  the  day  following  the 
Selhurst  Park  incident.  Mau¬ 
rice  Watkins,  a  United  director 
and  Manchester  solicitor,  will 
be  at  Si  Albans  today,  plead¬ 
ing  on  behalf  of  the 
“investment". 

The  oddity  of  the  police’s 
action  is  that  they  have  not 
brought  proceedings  against 
Matthews  Simmons,  who  pro¬ 
voked  Cantona's  attack,  for  his 
insulting  words  and  behav¬ 
iour  under  section  4  of  the 
Public  Order  Act.  “likely  to 
cause  a  person  to  believe  that 
violence  is  about  to  be  used”. 

Equally  odd  is  the  fact  that 
under  the  1989  Football  Spec¬ 
tators  Asa.  Simmons  could  be 
banned  for  a  year  from  attend¬ 
ing  all  Premier  League  and 
even  international  matches, 
yet  the  same  Act  does  not 
embrace  Cantona*  behaviour, 
which  it  surely  should. 

Yet,  whatever  defence  or 
mitigation  Cantona  might 
have  for  the  incident  is  likely  to 
be  slim,  whatever  the  qualified 
“support”  he  has  received 
from  the  Professional  Foot¬ 
ballers’  Association-  Any  pro¬ 
fessional  boxer  leaving  the 
ring  after  a  controversial  bout, 
when  crowd  provocation  can 
be  extreme  and  close-range, 
would  never  again  receive  a 
licence  if  he  attacked  a  ticket- 
holder.  In  what  way  is 
Cantona,  no  more  or  less  a 
professional  entertainer,  any 
different? 


Hearn’s 


hat  in 


the  ring 


Weather  threatens 
Yeovil  international 


Non-League  Football  by  Walter  Gammie 


BARRY  HEARN  may  expand 
his  sporting  empire  by  taking 
control  of  Leyton  Orient  the 
struggling  second  division 
football  dub.  which  has  debts 
of  E500.000. 

The  millionaire  boxing  and 
snooker  promoter  has  been  a 
supporter  of  the  chib  since  he 
was  a  child.  He  has  had 
discussions  about  stamping 
his  Match  room  trademark  on 
football  with  Tony  Wood,  the 
Orient  chairman  and  majority 
shareholder,  and  could  buy 
him  out  in  the  next  few  days. 

Wood,  who  has  invested 
around  £2  million  in  Orient, 
has  decided  to  pull  out  after 
the  collapse  of  his  coffee 
business  in  Rwanda. 

Burnley  have  agreed  to  pay 
E300.000  for  Kurt  Nogan, 
Brighton’s  Wales  B  interna¬ 
tional  striker.  Nogan.  who  has 
missed  the  last  five  matches 
with  a  shoulder  injury,  trav¬ 
elled  north  yesterday  to  dis¬ 
cuss  personal  terms. 

Glenn  Boeder,  the  Watford 
manager,  is  hoping  the 
Everton  striker,  Brett  Angell, 
will  join  his  side’s  bid  for 
promotion  from  the  first  divi¬ 
sion.  Boeder  has  spent  most  of 
the  season  searching  for  a  big 
centre  forward  and  is  ready  to 
table  a  bid  of  £350,000. 

However,  Boeder’s  chances 
of  signing  the  player  have  not 
been  improved  by  the  knee 
injury  sustained  by  Paul 
Rideout  in  Everton’s  defeat  at 
Leeds  on  Wednesday.  Joe 
Royle,  the  Everton  manager, 
may  feel  unable  to  let  Angell 
leave. 


THE  England  semi-profes¬ 
sional  team  will  be  frying  to 
extend  a  run  of  victories  over 
Wales  to  four  when  the  sides 
meet  at  Yeovil  for  their  annual 
match  on  Tuesday.  First  how¬ 
ever.  England  must  beat  the 
weather  and  a  pitch  report 
after  tomorrow's  VatnJiati 
Conference  match  against 
Gateshead  at  Huish  Park  will 
be  anxiously  awaited. 

Instead  of  training  at 
Lflleshall,  which  has  been 
their  normal  routine,  the  Eng¬ 
land  players  plan  to  gather  on 
Sunday  in  Honiton  for  a  two- 
day  get-together  that  would 
also  be  forfeited  if  the  match 
cannot  go  ahead  leaving  them 
short  of  preparation  for  a  trip 
to  play  the  Holland  Olympic 
team  next  month. 

Tony  Jennings,  the  manag¬ 
er.  this  week  lost  Leroy  May. 
of  Stafford  Rangers,  the  Con¬ 
ference's  leading  scorer, 
because  of  injury  and  the 
party  contains  only  four  play¬ 
ers  from  the  team  that  beat 
Wales  2-1  at  Bangor  last  year. 

“There  are  a  lot  of  changes, 
caused  by  injuries,  form  and 
the  move  by  a  couple  of 
players  into  the  Football 
League  —  Mark  Hone  is  now 
at  Southend  and  Gary  Brabin 
at  Doncaster  Rovers,”  Jen¬ 
nings  said. 

"I’m  not  too  worried  about 
the  back  four.  That  has  a  nice 
solid  look.  Steve  Farrelly,  the 
Macclesfield  goalkeeper,  is  a 
newcomer  and,  if  he  plays  as 
he  has  done  for  his  dub  this 
season,  I’m  sure  he  will  do  as 
well  as  Graham  Benstead  did 


an  his  first  appearance  last 
year,  when  he  made  a  couple 
of  vital  saves. 

“Up  front.  I'll  be  particular¬ 
ly  interested  to  see  how  Liam 
Watson,  on  the  left-hand  side, 
comes  through  and  will  also 
be  interested  in  the  form  of  Ian 
Arnold,  the  former  Carlisle 
United  player,  who  has  only 
just  come  down  to  this  level.” 

Wales  are  managed  by  Lyn 
Jones,  who  has  included  four 
players  from  Merthyr  Tydfil, 
where  he  has  recently  re¬ 
turned  from  Inter  Cardiff  for  a 
second  spell  as  manager. 

Arlesey  Town,  the  Minerva 
South  Midlands  League  lead¬ 
ers.  having  knocked  out  Diss 
Town,  the  holders,  will  be 
looking  to  extend  their  FA 
Vase  run  when  they  meet 
Cammell  Laird,  from  Birken¬ 
head,  who  play  in  the  West 
Cheshire  League,  in  the  quar¬ 
ter-finals  tomorrow. 

The  surviving  Diadora 
League  sides.  Oxford  City  and 
Canvey  Island,  meet  on  Sun¬ 
day  to  avoid  clashing  with 
Oxford  United*  Endsleigh  In¬ 
surance  League  match  with 
Chester  City  tomorrow. 

ENGLAND  SQUAD:  S  Fam«y  (Macdes- 
Aofcfl.  L  BsBy  (Wotfna).  S  Hodsort  (Kidde*- 
rrtinssar).  A  Raid  (Aomdiam).  S  Holden 
(Kanainaj,  K  Brown  (Wbkhg).  C  Hogarth 
(GutaBtey),  C  Browns  (Dow).  P  Webb 
(KidcJerranstart.  S  Sou  fBramsgrovei,  M 
H he  (GeteGteon.  R  Forsyth  (Kjdctef- 
nensaO,  D  Humphreys  (KWdBmUnater).  I 
Arnold  (Kaaemg),  L  Watson  pfcglna). 

’  WALES  SQUAD:  G  Abraham  (Merthyr 
Tydfil),  A  Davies  (Ffcrt),  M  Gunn  (Wan 
Lido).  K  Jones  {Bangor  City),  R  Jones 
(Baiy).  F  Mouram  (Bangor  Cly),  A  Mrfhtr 
(Usnsartffrald).  N  O'Brien  (Inter  Canid),  N 

*  Cfrvtes  (Hofrwefl).  K  fBehtt  J&  (Ton  flantre). 
M  Astana  (Nsntown),  M  Rutter  (Bangor 
C*y),  G  Wager  (Merthyr  TydW,  D  Webtey 
(Merthyr TwSi),  N  Jonee  fltalfiyr  Tydffl).  M 
Lloyd  nffSame  (Bangor  GfyJ. 
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Thomson  considers  his  position  before  defeating  Brassey  in  the  world  indoor  singles  bowls  championship  in  Preston  yesterday 


Thomson  overcomes  unimpressive  form 


By  Gordon  Allan 


IF  PLAYING  badly  and  still 
winning  is  the  mark  of  a 
champion,  then  the  omens  are 
good  for  Andy  Thomson,  the 
holder,  in  the  Churchill  Insur¬ 
ance  world  indoor  singles 
bowls  championship  at  the 
Preston  Guild  Hall. 

“I  played  an  awful  game.” 
Thomson  said  after  labouring 
to  beat  Rowan  Brassey.  of 
New  Zealand,  7-3.  3-7. 7-4.  7-5 
in  the  quarter-finals  yester¬ 
day.  “Rowan  was  drawing 
much  better  than  me  and 
would  have  deserved  to  win.  1 
bowled  far  too  many  short 
woods.  I'll  have  to  improve” 


Brassey  said:  “If  you’d  taken 
Andy’s  fourth  bowl  away.  I'd 
have  won  by  three  sets  to 
nothing,  but  that's  the  sign 
of  a  champion.  He  produced 
the  big  shots  when  they 
mattered.” 

The  Auckland  player’s  com¬ 
ment  neatly  summed  up  the 
partem  of  the  march.  Brassey 
kept  putting  bowls  dose  to  the 
jack  and  Thomson  kept  re¬ 
moving  them  with  his 
deliveries. 

Thomson  won  the  first  set 
aided  by  a  take-out  for  a  count 
of  four  shots.  Brassey  squared 
the  match  in  the  second  and 
lost  a  4-2  lead  in  the  third.  In 
the  fourth .  at  5-3.  Brassey  had 


a  set-lie  of  two  before  Thom¬ 
son  drew  the  shot  with  his  last 
bowl.  On  the  last  end,  Thom¬ 
son  scored  a  scattered  three, 
with  Brassey  just  failing  to 
trail  the  jack  through  to  a  nest 
of  his  own  back  w  oods. 

In  the  concluding  quarter¬ 
final.  played  lasr  night,  Tony 
Alicock  faced  Hugh  Duff. 

Nobody  has  won  the  singles 
four  time,  but  Richard  Corsie 
has  an  excellent  chance  of 
achieving  that  record  this 
year.  He" won  in  19S9, 1991  and 
1993  and.  this  being  an  odd- 
numbered  year,  superstition, 
for  what  it  Is  worth,  says  that 
he  should  win  the  final  on 
Sunday. 


First,  however  he  has  to  beat 
Mervyn  King,  of  Norfolk,  in  a 
semi-final  today.  King  has 
readied  that  stage  for  the  first 
time.  He  is  the  English  cham¬ 
pion,  a  phlegmatic  character 
on  the  green  and  a  man  who 
rarely  fires,  preferring  to 
draw,  draw  and  draw  to  the 
jack  with  what  seems,  when 
he  is  at  his  best,  to 
be  unremitting  accuracy  — 
the  accuracy  that  comes 
with  touch,  skill  and  prae- 
tice. . 

Corsie  and  King  have  met 
twice  in  this  championship  — 
in  the  quarter-finals  last  year 
and  in  the  second  round  the 
vear  before  —  and  Corsie  won 


Safety-first  way  kills  Welsh  flair 


My  pal  is  unashamed¬ 
ly  elitisL  Every  so 
often,  he  picks  up 
the  phone  and  tells  me  so. 
This  might  sit  rather  oddly, 
you  may  think,  with  a  man 
who  has  lived  and  breathed 
the  radical  air  of  the  old 
Glamorgan  valleys  all  his  life 
and  whose  political  views  are 
very  much  those  reflected  by 
the  majority  at  election  time  in 
Wales. 

He  may  modify  his  tone  in 
a  sort  of  minor  key  now  and 
again  and  shift  his  allegiance 
when  a  certain  remorse  takes 
hold  for  a  lost  golden  age  of 
parliament  when  giants,  he 
says,  not  pigmies,  banged  the 
drum,  but  for  sure,  however 
deep-rooted  this  sense  of  loss, 
he  is  hardly  ever  likely  to  be 
seen  wearing  the  blue  rosette 
of  those  who,  historically, 
have  been  thought  to  believe 
in  an  elite  dass.  That  would 
be  treachery  on  a  grand  scale. 

To  him.  Education  (with  a 
capital  E  if  you  don't  mind)  is 
the  priceless  inheritance  to  be 
cherished  and  exalted.  He 
spent  his  career  administer¬ 
ing  ft.  Class,  meaning  the 
stylishly  gifted  and  not  that 
other  land  that  is  socially 
devisable,  is  another  cardinal 
virtue  that  inspires  his  rever¬ 
ence.  He  does  not  mind  the 
cream  getting  to  the  top.  so 
long  as  everyone  has  the  same 
fair  chance  of  doing  so. 

like  all  the  old  grammar 
school  boys,  his  great  sporting 
passions  are  cricket  and  rug¬ 
by,  which  the  old  school 
nurtured  with  devotion.  One 
of  his  pastimes  is  to  keep  a 
record,  mostly  in  his  head,  of 
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On  Rugby  Union 


the  Welsh  boys  who  have 
been  to  Oxford  and  Cam¬ 
bridge:  what  schools  they 
came  from,  who  received  their 
blues  and  when:  what  they 
read  when  they  were  there, 
what  degrees  they  received 
and  what  they  did  next  He 
keeps  a  dose  eye  on  other 
universities  and  colleges,  too. 
He  admires  the  first-rate. 

Of  late,  when  he  has  seen 
Wales  not  performing  as  be 
would  wish  and  in  that  special 
way  he  had  seen  so  much  in 
his  own  past  his  refrain  has 
been  constant:  “There  are  not 
enough  university  men  in  the 
team.”  This  is  not  to  underval¬ 
ue  the  contribution  of  others. 
Far  from  it  He  merely  ob¬ 
serves  that  the  balance  of 
players  within  the  team, 
which  was  once  a  source  of 
strength  and  variety,  has  no 
longer  the  same  symmetry  of, 
to  put  it  blundy,  brawn  and 
brain.  Although,  he  hastens  to 
add,  there  has  been  no  short - 
age  of  graduates,  a  clergyman 
or  two,  even,  who  have  been 
more  than  happy  to  supply 
the  brawn. 

It  is  more  the  independence 
of  mind  that  ray  friend  wishes 
to  emphasise.  With  coaching 
taking  such  a  grip  on  the 
game  —  witness  the  emer¬ 
gence  of  the  coach  on  the  field 
at  half-time  —  a  player  is 


conditioned  by  the  advice  he 
is  given.  He  does  as  he  is  told. 
Rightly  or  wrongly,  that  is  the 
perception  that  everyone  has 
when  the  coach  is  seen  to 
mingle  among  the  players 
during  the  interval.  Increas¬ 
ingly,  a  team  has  to  depend  on 
his  presence. 

However  pertinent  that  ad¬ 
vice  is  before  the  game  begins 
or  at  half-time,  it  cannot  hold 
true  for  the  whole  of  the  two 
40-minute  periods.  A  player 
must  respond  to  the  immedi¬ 
ate  ebb  and  flow  of  the  game: 
die  tempo  rises  and  falls; 
players  are  injured,  they  go 
off,  a  team  is  reduced  in 
number,  the  rain  comes;  the 
wind  blows.  A  coach's  rote  is 
as  much  in  understanding  of 
when  to  exert  an  influence 
and  when  to  withdraw  and  so 
let  the  player  shoulder  the 
burden  himself.  A  player’s 
self-belief  is  essential  and  will 
not  survive  otherwise. 


My  Mend’s  point  is 
that  a  player,  hav¬ 
ing  undergone  a 
period  of  higher  education,  is 
more  likely  not  only  to  make 
up  his  own  mind  but  has 
learnt  to  be  confident  of  his 
point  of  view.  He  is  more 
ready  to  be  answerable  for  his 
choices  and  to  preserve  an 
independent  air.  As  a  rugby 


player,  he  is  less  likely  to  need 
the  coach  as  a  crutch. 

There  is  a  danger  that  a 
player’s  behaviour  becomes 
merely  a  fixed  response.  It 
lacks  freshness.  There  persists 
the  feeling,  influenced  largely 
by  what  happens  in  the  dubs, 
that  Wales  play  in  this  way. 
The  same  may  be  said  of 
England,  espedally  in  the 
manner  they  failed  to  adapt 
tactics  to  capitalise  on  a  Wales 
team  down  to  14  men.  with  a 
scrum  half  on  the  wing.  It 
took  them  23  minutes  to  score. 

Wales  insisted  on  passing 
when  a  period  of  judicious 
kicking  might  have  denied 
England  the  luxury  of  tack¬ 
ling  behind  Wales’  gain  line. 
Crossing  that  gain  line,  as 
quickly  and  simply  as  pos¬ 
sible,  is  England’s  key  philos¬ 
ophy.  A  passing  counter¬ 
attack  might  take  too  long  and 
be  too  intricate. 

For  Wales,  counter-attack¬ 
ing  might  have  been  one  way 
to  avoid  England’s  suffocat¬ 
ing  tactics,  but  since  this 
manner  of  playing  is  fast 
disappearing  in  the  safety- 
first  mentality  of  dub  rugby,  it 
is  no  longer  part  of  a  player’s 
instinctive  response.  There 
are  checks  and  balances  to 
which  only  the  player  can 
react 

Decisions  when  to  pass,  to 
run  or  to  kick  can  only  be 
made  on  the  pitch.  Although  it 
may  not  often  seem  like  ft, 
rugby  onion  remains  a  think¬ 
ing  man’s  game,  as  my  friend 
keeps  saying,  other  than  to 
those  who  wish  to  turn  ft  into 
the  programmed  condition  of 
American  football 
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Shaw  may  miss  World  Cup  chance 


By  David  Hands,  rugby  correspondent  . 


SIMON  SHAW,  the  Bristol 
lock  who  has  made  such 
strides  up  the  representative 
ladder  over  the  last  eight 
months,  has  had  his  World 
Cup  aspirations  dented  by 
injury.  Shaw,  21,  has  been 
advised  that  he  may  have  to 
rest  for  two  months  after 
suffering  damage  to  the  medi¬ 
al  ligaments  of  his  right  knee 
playing  in  England’s  A  inter¬ 
national  with  Italy  last 
Sunday. 

After  making  an  excellent 
impression  as  a  late  addition 
to  England’s  party  in  South 
Africa  last  summer.  Shaw  has 
been  on  the  verge  of  a  full  cap 
all  season  when  both  En¬ 
gland's  first-choice  locks. 
Martin  Johnson  and  Martin 
Bayfield,  have  sustained  ill¬ 


ness  and  injury.  As  it  is.  he 
played  in  all  three  A  interna¬ 
tionals  before  his  injury  at 
Gloucester. 

“I'm  told  it’s  a  case  of  rest 
I’m  not  sure  for  how  long.  but. 
at  the  worst,  it  will  be  two 
months.”  Shaw  said  yester¬ 
day.  That  effectively  ends  his 
dub  season  —  Bristol  are 
already  missing  the  experi¬ 
enced  Andy  Blackmore,  also 
injured — and  if  England  were 
to  choose  him  in  their  World 
Cup  squad,  which  will  be 
named  late  in  March  after  the 
five  nations'  championship  is 
over,  they  would  have  to  do  so 
on  trust 

Shaw’s  misfortune  gives 
added  significance  to  Bath's 
defence  ofthe  Pflkington  Cup 
against  Northampton  tomor¬ 


row.  Nigel  Redman,  En¬ 
gland’s  player  of  the  season 
last  year  but  overlooked  this 
season,  may  feel  that  a  third 
World  Cup  remains  a  possibil¬ 
ity  and  has  die  chance  to  prove 
it  against  a  Saints  lineout  that 
includes  Bayfield. 

Bath  have  omitted  two  other 
internationals — Andy  Robin¬ 
son  and  Graham  Dawe.  Rob¬ 
inson’s  place  on  the  flank  in 
the  quarter-final  goes  to  Steve 
Ojomoh,  while  the  flanker- 
turned-hooker.  Gareth  Ad¬ 
ams.  is  preferred  to  Dawe. 


WALES  U*DER-2t  (v  Scotland  under-21 
Man*  3):  M  Evans  (Canttf  HE);  O 
Thomas  (Cardffi),  R  Jones  (Neath),  G 
Thomas  (Bridgend),  C  Moir  fNarthamp- 
ton): ;  A  Thomas  (Neeth),  J  Hew tea 

iSwwwea),  A  N  Other.  C  Qurtnefl  (Uan- 
C  Seen  (PowypwQ.  S  Font 
jAtajjjWi).  A  Mow  (Swansea),  p  Beard 


Shaw:  knee  injury 


CHRIS  BRAY,  the  Petworth 
professional,  goes  into  file 
second  stage  of  the  British 
Land  real  tennis  world 
championship  national  elimi¬ 
nator  today  with  his  confi¬ 
dence  high  after  taking  a 
surprise  3-1  lead  over  the 
favourite.  Julian  Snow,  on  the 
first  day. 

Bray.  28,  who  is  ranked 
No  5  in  the  world,  three  places 
behind  Snow,  the  world's  top 
amateur,  made  good  useof  the 
lively  surface  at  Hampton 
Court  and  an  unexpectedly 
subdued  performance  by 
Snow,  although,  as  this  is  a 
be&of-!3  set  encounter,  there 
is  still  all  to  play  for. 

The  winner  will  meet  either 
Wayne  Davies,  the  former 
world  champion,  or  his  fellow- 
Australian.  Lachie  Deuchar 
for  the  right  to  challenge 
Robert  Fahey,  of  Tasmania, 
for  his  world  title  in  April. 

Deuchar ’s  inclusion  in  the 
series  has  proved  controver¬ 
sial,  for  he  is  the  only  challeng¬ 
er  not  to  have  won  one  of  the 
four  leading  championships 
since  the  last  world  p lay-offs  a 
year  ago.  Victory  in  one  of 
these  eveits  brings  with  ft  an 
automatic  right  to  challenge 
for  the  world  title.  Any  other 
player,  however  distinguish¬ 
ed.  is  permitted  to  challenge 
only  under  "exceptional 
circumstances”. 

Although  Deuchar  won  two 
high-profile  championships 
last  year,  the  British  profes¬ 
sional  singles  and  the  lucra¬ 
tive  Lauren  t-Perrier  Masters,* 
beating  all  the  contenders  for 
the  world  crown,  including 
Fahey  himself,  he  did  not  play 
in  any  of  the  overseas  champi¬ 
onships  and  lost  to  Snow  in 
the  final  of  the  British  Open. 

“Exceptional  circum¬ 
stances”  were  tired  when  the 
governing  body  for  this  years 
world  championships,  the 
Australian  Real  Tennis  Asso¬ 
ciation  (AJRTA),  accepted  his 
challenge.  "ARTA  has  done 
nothing  illegal,"  Snow  said, 
fan  it’s  a  bad  decision 
because  there  aren't  any  ex¬ 
ceptional  circumstances.” 

Deuchar  is  amazed  by  his 
inclusion:  “I  can  understand 
how  frustrated  the  automatic 
challengers  must  be  feeling,” 
he  said,  “but  from  my  point  of 
view,  though,  I’ve  beaten  ev¬ 
eryone  that  matters  over  the 
past  six  months." 
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both  matches  by  three  sets  to 
two.  The  quarter-final  was 
described  by  Corsie  as  one  of 
the  hardest  matches  he  has 
experienced,  which  King  was 
a  little  unlucky  to  lose.  It  could 
be  a  contest  of  similar  quality 
today. 

In  the  pairs.  Gary  Smith, 
and  Andy  Thomson,  winners 
in  1993  and  runners-up  last 
year,  advanced  to  the  semi¬ 
finals  with  a  7-2,  7-4.  7-2  win 
over  Hugh  Duff  and  David 
Miller,  of  Cumbernauld,  on 
Wednesday.  They  will  play 
Tony  Allcock  and  David  Bry¬ 
ant  today. 

RESULT:  States:  OuartertaaL  A  Thom¬ 
son  (Eng)  fc*  R  Brassey  P£)  7-3. 3-7  7-4. 
7-5 
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Police,  protesters  and  participants  drawn  together  by  Waterloo  Cup 


.  Battle  lines  remain 
despite  groups’ 
common  eround 


SPORT  41 


There  is  all  manner  of 
strange  behaviour  with 
which  I  empathise 
headlines  that  recount  the 
wrongdoings  of  vicars  and 
Scoutmasters  steadily  make 
me  feel  that  there  but  for  the 
grace  of  God  . . .  though  I  am 
neither  religious  nor 
homosexual. 

Politicians  discovered  to  be 
no  better  than  the  rest  of  us. 
judges  pronouncing  that  these 
men  behaved  like  a  pack  of 
dogs,  hoteliers  nailed  for  prof¬ 
ligate  use  of  Kennomeat,  cause 
me  to  hang  my  head;  given  the 
drcumstanpes  and  the  oppor¬ 
tunity,  I  might  be  as  guilty  as 
they  are.  But  when  I  see  on 
television  news  some  poor 
-woman  who  tried  to  kidnap 
•another's  child  being  packed 
into  a  police  van  and  a  dozen 
of  my  fellow  ddzens  run 
behind  it  screaming  abuse  and 
banging  the  panels  of  the 
vehicle,  l  am  bemused:  what 
causes  these  interfering  bodies 
to  do  this?  What  concern  is  it  of 
theirs?  Can  they  not  trust  a 
judge  and  jury? 

I  have  spent  the  week  re¬ 
porting  the  Waterloo  Cup,  the 
blue  riband  of  coursing.  Thou¬ 
sands  of  aficionados  braved 
foul  weather,  lined  the  sodden 
banks  of  The  Withins  at 
Allcar.  More  than  a  hundred 
people  known  as  “antis", 
which  is  a  loose  alliance  of  the 
League  Against  Cruel  Sports 
and  various  animal  rights 
organisations,  came  to  protest. 
The  law  of  our  land  states  that 
it  is  their  right  to  do  so,  as 
much  as  it  is  the  right  of 
people  to  course. 

Coursing  concerns  the 
breeding  and  training  of  grey¬ 
hounds  to  enhance  their  natu¬ 
ral  speed  and  agility.  Dogs 
chase  hares,  have  done  since 
time  began,  are  likely  to  go  on. 
It  is  a  natural  reaction  and 
seems  to  me  more  natural 
than  for  people  with  loud¬ 
speakers  to  insult  those  who 
activate,  support  or  condone 
this  pursuit ...  but  that  is  my 
^personal  view. 

Having  seen  three  days  of  it, 

I  want  to  put  this  into  some 
sort  of  perspective: 

Day  one:  1  arrive  at  my 
Southport  hotel  and  am  con¬ 
fronted  by  a  man  and  three 
women  bearing  anti-coursing 
placards. 

“Are  you  going  coursing?" 
“Yes,  I  am  a  journalist" 

“You  (expletive)  scum." 

I  had  intended  going  to  a 
Chinese  restaurant  and  order¬ 
ing  a  portion  of  No  24  for 
dinner.  T  rang  room  service  for 
an  egg  sandwich  cm  granary 
bread  instead.  1  watched  East- 
E rulers  over  the  din  of  the 
protesters  outside  ray  window. 

Day  two:  Coursing  takes 
place  in  remote  locations  like  a 
field  four  miles  east  of 


Form  by.  There  are  no  signs. 
Approach  roads,  tracks  really, 
have  police  patrols;  1  pass  a 
dozen  mounted  police. 

Haif  a  mile  from  where  I 
can  see  marquees  and  parked 
cars.  I  am  stopped  by  stewards 
and  questioned;  then  stopped 
again  and  waved  on.  “We  just 
wanted  to  make  sure  ..." 
Police  walk  around  in  pairs.  I 
ask  if  they  expect  trouble. 
"Antis  are  coming  at  1J 
o’clock." 

At  10.45  on  the  horizon  of  the 
Oat  wetlands,  I  see  a  slow- 
moving  straggle  of  humanity, 
like  an  army  in  retreat.  They 
are  led  by  three  mounted 
policemen,  followed  by  three 
more,  and  a  dozen  yellow- 
jacketed  police  walk  by  their 
sides. 

An  announcement  on  the 
public  address  system  warns 
us  that  there  may  be  an 
incendiary  device  planted 


‘The  law  states 
that  it  is  their 
right  to  protest, 
as  much  as  it  is 
others  to  course’ 


among  the  crowd;  be  careful 
We  are  careful.  Soon  after  11 
o'clock,  flte  antis,  ringed  fay 
their  police  escort,  are  posi¬ 
tioned  on  a  bank  facing  the 
tented  village  where  one  can 
buy  hats,  horse  brasses  and 
prints  of  FuDerton  winning  the 
Waterloo  Cup  in  1890  (he  also 
won  in  1891  and  1892). 

Coursing  continues  150 
yards  to  the  east;  there  is  a 
high  wind  and  what  they  sing 
and  shout  is  lost,  carried  back 
in  the  direction  from  which 
they  came. 

Now  here  is  an  interesting 
development;  facing  the  bank 
with  their  backs  to  the  British 
Field  Sports  Society  tent  stand 
three  anti-antis;  young,  male, 
hard-looking  men.  and  two 
mounted  policemen  acting  as 
anti-anti-antis  ride  into  them, 
order  them  to  move  on,  grip 
one  by  the  shoulders  and  cany 
him  away.  All  sorts  of  curious 


coursing  supporters  come 
from  the  tea  tents  and  the  beer 
tents  and  are  told  in  no 
uncertain  fashion  to  clear  out, 
get  back  behind  that  line  of 
cars  or  into  the  marquees. 

One  of  the  antis,  a  girl  with 
rain-streaked  hair  and  a  shrill 
voice,  has  a  loudspeaker  and 
shouts  at  us.  “I  hope  you  rot  in 
hdL"  is  part  of  her  text,  and 
frequently  repeated. 

I  wonder  whether  there  are 
alternatives  when  one  gets  to 
bell:  can  one  choose  rotting  or 
needlework?;  is  this  aggravat¬ 
ed  schadenfreude  on  the  pan 
of  the  girl?;  am  2  being 
pedantic?  At  noon,  the  antis 
are  marched  away. 

On  my  way  bade  to  South- 
port,  1  pass  two  women  and  a 
boy  carrying  animal  rights 
posters  and  offer  them  a  lift 
No.  1  tell  them  1  am  a 
journalist,  would  like  to  hear 
their  views;  can  we  talk  here  or 
might  they  come  to  my  hotel 
for  a  cup  of  tea?  No. 

Day  three:  Coursing  takes 
place  in  Lidyate,  which  is  even 
farther  from  the  beaten  track 
than  was  yesterday’s  meet 
The  weather  is  foul.  There  is  a 
goodish  police  presence  but  no 
antis;  if  an  anti  had  made  it 
through  the  wind  and  the  rain 
and  the  fields,  he  would  have 
got  a  huge  cheer. 

The  ground  is  sodden,  the 
hares  are  unsatisfactory;  six 
are  killed  in  the  eight  courses 
which  are  run.  This  is  a 
greater  disincentive  to  go 
coursing  than  being  cursed  by 
shrill-voiced  women.  Action  is 
suspended  and  we  return  to 
the  hotel.  A  furious-looking 
girl  sees  me  and  shouts: 
“Sigmund  Freud  coursing 
scum." 

I  go  out  to  dinner;  when  1 
return,  a  police  car  with  two 
officers  waits  in  the  hotel  drive 
“just  here  in  case  the  antis 
come  back  and  make  trouble". 
They  don't 

Day  four:  There  was  sane 
rain,  a  shower  of  hail  freezing 
wind,  whisky  and  hot  water  if 
you  went  first  to  the  barman 
then  to  the  tea  lady . . .  and  no 
antis.  We  who  coursed  had  a 
good  day  and  we  who  backed 
the  winner  an  especially  cheer¬ 
ful  one.  But  traditionalists 
were  saddened  by  the  fact  that 
for  the  first  time  in  the  186-year 
history  of  the  Waterloo  Cup, 
there  was  no  police  escort  tor 
the  two  canine  finalists. 

The  public  address  system 
urged  us  to  help  to  frustrate 
the  anti-field  sports  Bill  on 
March  3. 

Back  at  die  hotel,  two  very 
well  behaved  men  sit  by  their 
notice  which  expresses  the 
official  anti  view:  Coursing 
perverts  Sport . . .  exactly  what 
an  aunt  of  mine  used  to  say 
about  fishing,  but  then  nearly 
four  million  people  fish. 


Animal  rights  campaigners  make  their  point  outside  the  hotel  in  Southport 
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The  coursing  action  gets  under  way.  Photographs:  Barry  Greenwood 


Benn  adds  punch  at  last  I  collision 


By  Srikumar  Sen,  boxing  correspondent 


WITH  just  three  days  to  go  to 
his  World  Boxing  Council 
super-middleweight  title  de¬ 
fence  against  Gerald 
McLellan,  Nigel  Benn  finally 
made  an  appearance  at  a 
press  conference  called  fay 
Frank  Warren  yesterday  to 
publicise  the  show  at  the 
London  Arena  on  Saturday. 

Having  finished  giving  evi¬ 
dence  in  the  morning  in  the 
High  Court  in  an  action 
brought  against  him  by  bis 
former  trainer,  Brian  Lynch, 
Benn  dashed  from  the  law 
courts  to  Docklands  to  pile  on 
the  hype  that  Warren  had 
been  craving  all  week  to 
nudge  ticket  rales  to  a  sell-out 
Benn  had  contracted  to  make 
three  publicity  appearances, 
two  before  the  event  and  one 
afterit  .  , 

After  saying  “talk  is  cheap  . 
the  champion,  31,  who  arrived 
in  London  on  Wednesday  after 


six  weeks  of  training  in 
Lanzarote,  made  up  tor  lost 
time  and  spoke  for  a  good  ten 
minutes.  The  court  case,  he 
maintained,  had  not  affected 
his  training  nor  his  concentra¬ 
tion.  He  promised  to  take  the 
27-y ear-old  challenger  from 
Detroit  to  school. 


Benn:  late  arrival 


“When  I’ve  got  a  fight  lined 
up  nothing  can  come  between 
it.  nothing."  Benn  said.  “If  a 
fight’s  going  to  get  me  going, 
this  is  the  fight  to  do  it.  I’m 
looking  for  a  good  fight,  if  it 
goes  one  round  or  12,  it  doesn’t 
matter.  The  buzz  he’s  given  me 
is  tremendous." 

Benn  said  he  did  not  rate 
McLellan  higher  than  Watson 
or  Eubank.  “He's  banged  out 
a  lot  of  people,  but  who?"  Benn 
said.  “Just  the  same  way 
Michael  Watson  took  me  to 
school,  1  have  to  do  that  to 
him.  I  intend  to.  I  hope  his 
punch  is  going  to  be  there  after 
one  or  two  rounds  because, 
remember.  I  too  can  punch, 
harder." 

McLellan  said  that  he  had 
never  gone  12  rounds  in  his 
career  and  did  not  intend  to 
now.  He  reiterated  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  knock  Benn  out  inside 
six  rounds. 


Woodhall  moves  into  big  league 


RICHIE  WOODHALL.  the 
European  and  Common¬ 
wealth  middleweight  champi¬ 
on,  is  in  line  for  a  world  title 
challenge  against  the  winner 
of  the  World  Boxing  Council 
(WBQ  championship  bout  be¬ 
tween  Julian  Jackson,  of  the 
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United  States,  and  Agostino 
Card  am  one,  of  Italy  (Sri¬ 
kumar  Sen  writes).  Woodhall 
became  the  leading  WBC  con¬ 
tender  after  his  ninth-round 
victoiy  over  Silvio  Branco,  of 
Italy,  in  a  European  title  bout 
at  Telford  on  Wednesday.  The 
contest  was  a  WBC  final 
eliminator. 

Mickey  Duff,  who  manages 
Woodhall,  said  he  would  be 
talking  to  Don  King  and 
Frank  Warren,  the  promoters 
who  have  options  on  Jackson 
and  Cardamone.  but  he  be¬ 
lieved  that  they  would  keep 
Woodhall  waiting  after  seeing 
the  emphatic  way  in  which  he 
beat  Branco. 

Duff  believes  Woodhall  can 
win  the  world  tide  because 
Jackson  is  not  the  force  he 
once  was  and  Cardamone 


only  narrowly  beat  Branco. 
Woodhall,  despite  being 
penalised  one  point  for  con¬ 
stantly  losing  his  gumshield. 
was  six  rounds  in  from  on  the 
referee,  Andre  Ducrocq’s.  card 
at  the  time  of  the  stoppage. 

If  Woodhall  is  kept  waiting 
for  his  world  title  challenge,  he 
will  have  two  or  three  more 
bouts  in  the  meantime,  de¬ 
fending  his  Commonwealth 
and  European  titles  and  tak¬ 
ing  a  ten-round  warm-up. 
Woodhall.  who  is  generally 
regarded  as  a  boxer,  showed 
he  could  fight  under  pressure 
as  well. 

“1  answered  a  few  ques¬ 
tions."  he  said.  "I  showed  a  lot 
of  people  l*m  not  just  a  fancy 
man  and  can  punch  and  mix 
it.  I’m  up  there  with  the 
best." 


course 
punished 
by  ban 

DAVID  MYERS,  who  plays 
for  Bradford  Northern,  has 
been  suspended  for  the  rest  of 
the  rugby  league  season  and 
fined  E250  for  deliberately 
running  into  the  back  of  a 
referee-  He  is  likely  to  appeal 
against  the  punishments. 

Myers,  23,  had  been  cited 
by  the  Rugby  Football  League 
|  board  of  directors  after  Greg 
McCaJIum.  the  controller  of 
referees,  had  noticed  the  inci¬ 
dent  while  watching  a  video 
recording  of  Bradford's  game 
against  Leeds  in  the  Chall¬ 
enge  Cup  on  February  12.  Hie 
game  was  refereed  by  John 
Connolly. 

Myers  faces  the  prospect  of 
another,  potentially  more 
damaging  inquiry,  also  in¬ 
volving  team-mate  Dave  Wat¬ 
son.  after  both  refused  to  give 
samples  for  drug-testing  after 
last  Sunday's  home  victoiy 
against  HulL 

“The  panel  took,  a  very 
grave  view  of  the  incident 
with  the  referee."  Neil 
Tunnidiffe,  a  Rugby  League 
spokesman  said  announcing 
the  decision. 

“The 'game  prides  itself  on 
its  discipline  in  relation  to 
match  officials  and  the 
standard  will  not  be  allowed 
to  slip  under  any  circum¬ 
stances.’" 

Myers  said  his  punishment 
was  “grossly  unfair.  I've  never 
even  been  sent  off  before  and 
I've  only  been  sin-binned 
three  times,  two  of  which  were  | 
for  technical  offences. 

“I'm  14  stone  and  if  I’d  hit 
anybody  deliberately,  they 
would  have  known  about  it  I 
wasn't  looking  where  I  was 
going  and  was  not  aware  of 
the  referee." 


Fortune  changes 
tack  to  aid  French 

From  Barry  Pickthallin  san  diego 


MARC  PAJOT  and  his  French 
America's  Cup  crew  experi¬ 
enced  a  much-needed  change 
of  fortune  at  the  end  of  the 
third  round  of  the  Louis 
Vuitton  challenger  trials  here 
on  Wednesday.  After  the  keel 
tell  off  their  trial  yacht  earlier 
this  week,  the  French  ended  a 
run  of  defeats  with  an  encour¬ 
aging  victory  over  the  Japa¬ 
nese  to  keep  hopes  flickering 
that  they  may  yet  make  the 
semi-finals. 

This  time  it  was  Makoto 
Namba  and  his  team  who 
appeared  to  be  the  victims  of  a 
jinx.  They  won  the  start  but 
then  had  to  watch  as  France9 
took  advantage  of  a 
favourable  winds  hi ft  that  pro¬ 
pelled  her  into  the  lead.  The 
Japanese  then  compounded 
their  problems  by  hoisting  one 
gennaker  too  many  after 
rounding  the  weather  mark. 
In  a  moment  of  uncharacteris¬ 
tic  carelessness,  the  bowman, 
Soiiuku  Kazuhiko.  hooked  up 
two  downwind  sails  together 
and,  by  the  time  he  had 
recovered  the  situation.  Nip¬ 
pon  V4  had  slipped  a  further 
seven  lengths  astern  of  the 
French  crew. 

For  Pajou  it  was  a  vital 
break,  with  the  French  now 
within  one  race  of  overtaking 
the  Japanese  for  fourth  place 
when  the  next  round  of  trials 
starts  in  a  week. 

New  Zealand  maintained 
its  unbroken  run  with  victory 
over  Sydney  V5  and  is  now 
assured  of  a  place  in  the  semi¬ 
finals. 

“We  can't  go  on  winning 
every  race.  At  some  point,  a 
breakage  or  bad  windshift  will 
knock  us  down."  New  Zea¬ 
land's  designer,  Doug  Peter¬ 
son,  admitted  yesterday.  “The 
performance  gap  between  us 


and  the  other  challengers  is 
dosing,  particularly  the  new 
oneAustralia  which  is  almost 
certainly  as  fast  as  us  upwind 
but  a  little  slower  downwind." 

John  Bertrand  and  his 
oneAustralia  team  have  se¬ 
cured  second  place  in  the  trials 
after  beating  Tag  Heuer 
Challenge,  skippered  by  Chris 
Dickson,  in  the  last  race  of  the 
series. 

Both  Sydney  V5  and  Rioja 
de  Esparia .  which  is  skippered 
by  Pedro  Campos,  hare  little 
left  in  their  arsenals  to  lift  their 
performances  but  the  Japa¬ 
nese  and  French  crews  may 
both  hare  a  few  cards  still  to 
play. 

Namba  and  his  crew  are 
expected  to  bring  out  for  tile 
next  round  their  new  boat. 
Nippon  95,  which,  according 
to  team  sources,  has  proved 
consistently  faster  during  tri¬ 
als  against  the  older  boat  this 
week. 

The  French,  on  the  other 
hand,  are  relying  on  a  radical 
quadrilateral  mainsail,  which 
they  were  testing  against 
France  when  she  capsized,  to 
propel  them  into  the  semi¬ 
finals. 

□  Robin  Davie,  the  British  : 
solo  yachtsman  who  suffered 
a  dismasting  2,000  miles  west 
of  Cape  Horn  ear  tier  tins 
week,  has  set  up  a  jury  rig  on 
his  40ft  yacht  Commit,  and 
is  continuing  in  the  BOC 
Challenge  round-the-world 
race.  The  leader,  Christoph  e 
Auguin,  is  within  600  miles  of 
the  finish  of  the  third  leg  from 
Sydney  to  Punta  del  Este. 
Uruguay,  having  built  up  a 
430-mile  lead  over  his  fellow 
Frenchman,  Jean  Luc  van  den 
Heede. 

Results,  page  38 
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Eyles  in  hospital 
after  collapsing 

RODNEY  EYLES,  from  Australia,  the  world  No  3  squash 
player,  was  under  observation  in  foe  cardiac  department  of 
Kingston  Hospital  in  Surrey  yesterday  after  collapsing  at 
Colets  Club  While  waiting  to  play  for  Ungfidd  in  a  Surrey 
Cup  match  on  Wednesday  (Collin  McQiriJDan  writes). 

Eyles,  27,  an  athletic  and  inventive  competitor,  became  the 
leading  Australian  challenger  over  the  past  year,  winning 
the  Tournament  of  Champions  in  New  York  i*nd  the 
I  Mahandra  Challenge  in  Bombay,  to  challenge  Jansher 
Khan,  die  world  champion,  and  Peter  Marshall,  the  British 
champion,  in  the  world  rankings. 

His  performances  at  first  string  for  lingfieM  in  tbe  Super 
Squash  League  since  Christmas  had.  however,  been 
disappointing  against  lower-ranked  opposition,  although  he 
did  defeat  Derek  Ryan,  the  Irish  champion,  on  Monday 
evening.  Hospital  authorities  said  yesterday  that  Eyles  was 
“comfortable  and  resting". 

England  inspects 

CRICKET:  The  England  A  selectors  were  yesterday  forced 
to  delay  their  choice  for  the  final  tour  match,  a  three-day 
encounter  with  Bangladesh,  in  Dhaka,  by  a  thunderstorm. 
Hie  city  was  swamped  by  torrential  rain,  inducing  the 
selectors  to  put  their  plans  cm  bold  until  they  inspect  die 
pitch  at  the  National  Stadium  before  play  starts  today. 

The  England  A  captain,  Alan  Wells,  the  only  man  certain 
to  play,  explained:  “We  are  not  prepared  to  take  any  chances 
even  now.  We  bare  developed  the  winning  habit  and  want  to 
keep  it  That's  why  we  will  hare  a  good  look  at  the  pitch  to 
make  sure  we  have  the  right  team  for  the  conditions.  It 
would  be  unfair  for  us  to  slacken  off  at  this  stage  and  unfair 
to  the  selectors  who  pinned  their  faith  on  all  of  us.” 

Dangerfield  challenge 

CYCLING:  The  time-trial  season  starts  in  earnest  on 
Sunday  with  the  traditional  opening  classic,  the  North  Road 
CC  hardriders’  25  miles  in  Hertfordshire,  whieh  takes  in 
minor  roads  where  technical  riding  skill  ranks  equal  with 
physical  fitness.  The  90  competitors  will  need  ideal 
conditions  to  approach  the  event  record,  set  by  Chris 
Boardman.  of  57min  20sec  Stuart  Dangerfield,  who  won 
last  year  with  a  time  of  58mia  is  the  top  seed. 

Sampras  recovers 

TENNIS:  Pete  Sampras  struggled  into  the  second  round  of 
the  United  States  indoor  men's  tournament  in  Philadelphia 
yesterday,  beating  Marcelo  Filipp  ini.  of  Uruguay,  only  after 
recovering  from  a  first-set  setback.  The  world  No  1  was  also 
a  break  down  in  the  third  set  before  completing  a  4-6, 6-4, 7-5 
victory.  Andre  Agassi,  however,  eased  into  the  quarterfinals 
with  a  relatively  easy  6-3, 64  second-round  win  over  another 
American,  Jeff  Tarango. 

Oxford  promise  much 

REAL  TENNIS:  Nick  Baker,  of  Cambridge,  and  Alex 
Roberts-Miller,  of  Oxford,  meet  in  what  promises  to  be  a 
thrilling  first-string  singles  in  the  University  match,  which 
starts  today  at  Queens  Club  (Sally  Jones  writes).  Baker  has 
gone  from  a  handicap  of  21  to  16  In  two  months  while 
Roberts-Milkr  looks  possibly  even  stronger  than  his  15 
handicap.  Overall,  Oxford  look  fearsomely  strong  and  start 
as  overwbehning  favourites. 

Torpids  delayed 

ROWING:  A  swollen  river  again  caused  foe  postponement 
of  the  second  day  of  Oxford  University  Torpids  an  the  Isis 
yesterday.  The  river  continued  to  be  on  red  alert  but  the  race 
committee  has  not  given  up  hope  of  a  start  being  made 
today.  St  Catherine's  Boat  Chib  captain  John  Haynes,  said 
yesterday  "There  is  no  Torpids  today,  but  if  there  is  no 
more  rain  in  the  next  24  hours,  we  are  very  hopeful  of  racing 
on  Friday  ” 
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Gachot,  left  and  Wiggins,  Pacific's  founder,  unveil  the  new  car,  complete  with  the  discreet  Lotus  logo  on  the  nose-cone,  in  London  yesterday.  Photograph:  Tony  White 

Pacific  propelled  by  oceans  of  drive 


The  presence  of  Lord  Montagu 
of  Beaulieu  and  the  elegant 
setting  of  die  Strand  Theatre 
lent  a  proper  sense  of  history  to  the 
launch  of  die  new  Pad 5c  Team  Lotus 
Formula  One  car  yesterday.  A  neat 
touch  of  humour,  too.  given  that  last 
year’s  car  became  a  candidate  for  the 
National  Motor  Museum  long  before 
it  went  to  a  private  collection  in 
Ireland  and  the  team,  so  successful  in 
every  other  formula,  had  to  endure 
the  sort  of  pants-down  sniggering 
usually  reserved  for  the  corniest  of 
West  End  farces  during  its  first  foray 
in  Formula  One. 

Yesterday  was  a  cause  for  celebra¬ 
tion  as  much  as  aday  of  hope,  the  car. 
bathed  in  spotlights,  feted  by  rock 
music  and  awash  with  dry  ice.  not 
just  a  symbol  of  a  brighter  tomorrow 
but  aluminium-honeytXRnbed  uni¬ 
directional  carbon-fibred  female- 
moulded  proof  that  if  you  have  the 
will  to  go  racing,  there  wall  always  be 
a  way,  even  through  the  financial 
black  hole  of  Formula  One. 

Pacific  has  done  more  than  sur¬ 


vive:  it  has  prospered,  adding  Team 
Lotus  to  its  title  and  a  number  of  new 
sponsors  to  its  list  The  sums  are 
already  beginning  to  add  up  to  a 
workable  budget,  with  $8  million 
(about  £53  million)  already  in  the 
kitty  and  the  second  driver  to 
Bertrand  Gachot  due  to  be  an¬ 
nounced  in  a  day  or  two.  doubtless 
contributing  a  million  or  so  more  in 
personal  sponsorship.  Poverty  along¬ 
side  Williams  and  McLaren,  but 
incalculable  wealth  compared  with 
moments  last  season,  notably  when  a 
private  benefactor  had  to  pay  to  get 
the  cars  back  from  Japan  after  the 
second  race.  Typically,  die  team  did 
not  hide  the  begging  bowl  yesterday. 
“If  any  of  you  have  any  money  or 
know  anyone  who  has  any  money, 
please  let  me  know.”  Mark 
Gallacher.  head  of  marketing,  told 
the  audience  at  the  Strand 
To  its  credit.  Pacific  did  not  flinch 
from  embarrassment  last  season, 
though  every  competitive  instinct 
must  have  demanded  strategic  with¬ 
drawal  during  a  run  of  11  successive 


Andrew  Longmore  sees  a 
new  car  and  a  new  dawn 
after  a  tale  of  endurance 


races  without  qualifying.  Indeed  die 
tiny  motor  home  tucked  into  the  lee  of 
the  mighty  trucks  in  the  paddock  was 
often  the  one  sure  source  of  light 
entertainment  in  a  grisly  season.  If 
there  were  jokes  to  be  made  about 
Pacific,  die  team  at  least  had  the  wit 
and  the  honesty  to  coin  the  best  fines 
themselves.  Yet  nobody  really  expect¬ 
ed  it  to  see  out  the  season.  let  alone 
start  a  new  one  with  a  brand  new  car. 

Other  teams  turned  their  heads  the 
other  way  as  if  a  weird  cousin  had 
gatecrashed  the  family  party.  From 
time  to  time.  Bemie  Ecclestone,  head 
of  the  Formula  One  Constructors’ 
Association,  would  pop  his  head 
through  the  door  wondering  if  Pacific 
intended  to  qualify  in  the  near  future. 
Only  the  late  Ayrton  Senna  bothered 
to  offer  any  encouragement  for  the 


future,  pointing  out  that  Williams 
and  McLaren  had  been  through  the 
same  poverty  trap  too. 

“The  team’s  morale  held  up  re¬ 
markably  well."  Keith  Wiggins,  the 
founder  and  managing  director  of  die 
team.  said,  “bur  there  were  times 
when  my  own  morale  was  tested  to 
the  limit.  I  was  just  not  sure  we  were 
going  to  be  alive  the  next  day." 
Sometimes,  he  would  spend  a  pre¬ 
cious  $25,000  on  a  new  nose-cone  just 
to  pretend  tomorrow  would  be  better. 

All  that  can  be  consigned  to  the 
past  now.  It  is  springtime,  lmerflora 
is  one  of  the  team’s  new  backers  and 
all  the  cars  emerging  coyly  into  the 
sunlight  from  industrial  estates  the 
length  of  Europe  are  equal  until  a 
wheel  turns  and  the  truth  dawns.  The 
new  Ford-powered  PROZ  with  its 
prominent  beak  and  chunky  side- 
pods,  might  be  the  surprise  package 
of  the  season.  Unlike  the  previous 
car.  the  PR02  is  Pacific's  own  work, 
down  to  the  last  nut  and  bolt  “So.  "as 
Wiggins  admitted,  “if  it’s  a  disaster, 
we've  messed  it  up.  Nobody  else."  On 


die  stage  of  the  Strand  Theatre, 
gleaming  under  the  arc  lights,  ft 
looked  a  world-beater. 

“Put  it  this  way,  we  can  rally  go  one 
way."  Wiggins  added.  “On  the  other 
hand,  the  mountain  has  got  bigger. 
We  cannot  afford  another  season  like 
last  year."  Or  the  joke  will  begin  to 
wear  as  thin  as  Pacific's  mantra:  that 
they  have  won  even,  other  leading 
single-seaier  formula  in  Britain  and 
Europe  in  the  past  decade. 

The  Thetford-hased  Pacific  team 
has  also  chosen  to  uphold  the 
tradition  of  Lotus,  its  Norfolk  neigh¬ 
bour.  though  a  discreet  logo  neatly 
obscured  by  the  front  wheel  was  the 
only  sign  of  the  alliance  on  the  car. 
“The  name  has  a  ring  to  ft,"  Wiggins 
said ,  “bur  I  want  to  establish  our  own 
tradition,  not  rely  on  theirs."  Pacific, 
he  added,  wanted  to  emulate  Lotus  by 
being  world  champions  before  the 
end  of  the  century  and  to  finish  in  the 
top  ten  this  season.  “It*  all  hype 
anyway,  but  you  have  to  have  aims. 
Just  as  long  as  they  keep  the  common 
touch  in  fulfilling  them. 


New  package  protects 
Ryder  Cup  supporters 

By  John  Hopkins,  golf  correspondent 


IN  1991,  several  hundred  golf 
followers,  who  had  booked 
flights,  tickets  and  hotel  ac¬ 
commodation  For  the  Ryder 
Cup  at  Kiawah  Island,  South 
Carolina,  had  to  be  rescued  at 
the  eleventh  hour  when  the 
travel  agent  went  bust  Yester¬ 
day.  the  Ryder  Cup  authorities 
announced  measures  to  try 
and  ensure  that  a  similar 
fiasco  does  not  occur  at  this 
year's  event  at  Oak  Hill, 
Rochester.  New  York,  in 
September. 

Thomas  Cook  is  the  newly- 
appointed  travel  agent  and 
has  Z000  packages  to  sell  to 
enthusiasts  at  a  starting  price 
of  £1.199,  to  include  four 
nights’  accommodation,  air 
fere,  tickets  and  transfers. 

“We  are  not  about  to  go 
bust,"  Warwick  Woodhouse. 
of  11100105  Cook,  said.  “Those 
customers  who  come  with  us 
to  the  Ryder  Cup  are 
protected." 


Four  years  ago.  the  Euro¬ 
pean  Ryder  Cup  authorities 
paid  £350.000  to  bail  out  those 
whose  arrangements  were 
jeopardised  by  the  collapse  of 
Keith  Prowse  Travel.  “That 
was  an  expensive  lesson  to 
learn,”  Richard  Hills,  director 
of  the  Ryder  Cup,  said. 

This  year,  500  tickets  wifi  be 
available  for  those  wanting  to 
make  their  own  arrangements 
to  attend  the  match,  which  will 
be  held  from  September  22-24. 
Applications  for  these  tickets 
will  be  scrutinised  by  the 
Ryder  'Cup  authorities,  to 
avoid  any  'black  market 
operations. 

“If  you  want  to  go  the  Ryder 
Cup,  the  best  way  is  by  buying 
an  official  package,”  Scott 
My,  of  the  Ryder  Cup  com¬ 
mittee,  said.  “We  want  to 
encourage  people  to  take  up 
these  packages  to  make  sure 
that  they  are  not  going  to  be 
ripped  off.” 


Answers  from  page  38 
BERSAGLIERE 

(d  A  rifleman  or  sharpshooter  in  the  Italian  army,  from  the  Italian 
bersaglio  a  target  or  mark.  ‘The  same  war  ay  would  resound  from  a 

battalion  of  dark-plumed  Bcrsaglkri  as  they  dashed  op  a  bank  at  their 
peculiar  pace." 

DOWITCHER 

(b)  Any  of  several  ton  grilled  waders  (genus  Limnodromus)  of  North 
America,  belonging  to  the  family  Scofopaddae  and  resembling  the 
r  the  red-breasted  Snipe  {flmnodromus  enseus). 
Irocjnois.  “The  long-tolled  duwbcbers  are  very  muon  like  a 


From 
large  snipe. 


i  pale  cinnamon  colour." 


from  the  Greek 
the  difference 


ENANTHEMA 

*  to  A  mucosal  os  opposed  to  a  entaneoos;  ... 
emnthema  an  eruption.  “How  then  would  be 
between  exanthema  and  cnanlhe mar 

ARAJPONGA 

to  The  eampancTD  or  bdLbird  of  Sooth  America,  also  arapwgu,  from 
d«  Portuguese.  “Above  all  these  strange  voices,  the  metallic  tones  Of  the 
araponga  sound  from  the  tops  of  the  highest  trees,  resembling  the 
strokes  of  the  hammer  on  the  sutvH,  which  according  to  tbe  position  of 
the  songster,  fill  flic  wanderer  with  astonishment.” 

SOLUTION  TO  WINNING  CHESS  MOVE 

I ...  QB!  and  if  2  Nxh3  (2  QxB  Rxel  mate)  2  ~.  Qxc3  3  bxc3  Rxel+  with  an 
easy  win. 


Karlsson  touches  record  heights 


From  Mel  Webb 

IN  VALENCIA 

YOU  would  always  know  if 
Robert  Karlsson  approached 
from  behind  and  spoke  to  you 
on  a  dark  night  His  would  be 
the  voice  mat  was  coming 
from  somewhere  way  above 
your  head.  At  6ft  5in  the  tallest 
player  on  the  PGA  European 
Tour,  the  Swede  stirred  his 
long  limbs  into  spectacular 
action  to  take  die  first-round 
lead  in  the  Turesparia  Open 
Medilerrania  at  Escorpion 
yesterday. 

Karlsson  had  a  64,  eight 
under  par  and  a  course  record, 
to  give  him  a  one-shot  advan¬ 
tage  over  Ross  McFarlane, 
with  Fredrik  Undgren  and 
Andrew  Sherborne  on  66,  one 
ahead  of  Jos*  Maria  Carii- 
zares  and  two  in  front  of  a 
group  containing  Mark  Roe. 
Sara  Torrance.  Lee  Westwood 
and  Peter  Baker.  Sandy  Lyle, 
returning  to  tournament  golf 
after  his  long  winter  lay-off. 
could  only  manage  a  73. 

Karls  son’s  score  broke  a  rec¬ 


ord  that  has  stood  for  15  years, 
but  only  because  it  is  that  long 
since  a  European  Tour  event 
has  been  played  here.  Escor¬ 
pion  was  a  test  for  the  best 
bade  then  and  still  would  be 
now  if  the  wind  were  to  blow, 
but  with  die  weather  at  its 
most  benign,  its  Bat  terrain 
and  wide-open  fairways  were 
ripe  for  the  plucking. 

The  key  to  a  round  that 
contained  nine  birdies  and 
only  one  bogey  was  Karlsson’s 
play  over  the  four  par-fives, 
including  one  monster  that  is 
597  yards  long  —  not  so  much 
a  golf  hole,  more  a  full-blown 
country  walk.  Karlsson  got  a 
birdie  there  and  picked  up 
shots  at  two  of  the  other  long 
holes  for  good  measure.  He 
finished  with  a  surge  of  bird¬ 
ies,  four  in  the  last  five  boles 
pushing  him  suddenly  out  of 
the  pack  and  into  the  lead. 

McFarlane,  who  started  at 
the  10th.  reduced  the  par-five 
18th  to  a  bold  drive  over  a  lake 
protecting  a  left-to-right  dog¬ 
leg,  a  four-iron  and  a  25-foot 
putt  for  an  eagle.  He  also  had 


six  birdies  and  only  one  bogey 
and  sank  four  putts  between 
20  and  35  feet  as  he  reached 
the  turn  in  30.  An  even  more 
outrageous  45-fboter  followed 
on  the  4th.  “I’m  a  streaky 
putter,"  he  said.  “Sometimes  I 
just  can’t  get  a  feel  for  the 
greens,  but  today  the  holes 


'  SCORES 


(23  wxf  Ub  urteS5  stated 
64;  R  Kartsson  fSwm).  66-.  H  Mcf artane  66:  A 
Shertxwrw.  F  Lndgren  (Sue)  67:  JM  Can*- 
zanaa  (Spl .  68:  V  FemanOtK  (Arg).  S  Totwkk. 
M  Roe.  L  Westwood.  J  SandeSn  (Sw).  S3:  R 
Ctaydm,  D  Smyth.  P  Way.  M  Roberts.  C 
ftocca  [If].  M  James,  P4J  Jonaraswi  (S»*e).  J 
Bderton.  P  Gottng.  W  fffley  (Aus).  G  Brand 
•T.  0  G#mo.  P  BroarfMst.  0  WWsms.  M 
Mackenzie.  70:  0  Borrego  (Sp).  E  Darcy.  S 
GrappMwm.  ff),  D  Carter.  S  wfetten,  M  MAar. 
L  Lozano  (Sp).  M  Luton.  Q  Emerson,  j  Haegg- 
wan  Omb).  H  Cterk,  D  Wsstermarii  (Sue). 


looked  like  buckets."  He  could 
say  that  again. 

McFlariane  is  a  jovial 
Mancunian  who  derives  a 
feel-good  factor  from  his  game 
by  painting  smiling  faces  on 
his  golf  balls  —  Mr  filobby 
was  one  of  his  1994  favourites. 
He  is  also  obviously  a  man  of 


discrimination  and  taste;  one 
of  his  hobbies  is  doing  The 
Times  crossword. 

Sherborne  did  not  get  his 
round  going  until  the  6th,  but 
he  then  played  the  last  13  holes 
in  six  under  par,  including  a 
one-shot  penalty  drop  for  an 
unplayable  He  on  the  1 4th. 

Roe,  meanwhile,  was  back 
to  his  day  job  after  making  an 
appearance  as  a  member  of 
Ian  Botham's  team  in  Ques¬ 
tion  of  Sport  on  Tuesday  night 
and  helping  them  to  a  one- 
point  victory.  His  moment  of 
glory  came  when  he  correctly 
and  impressively  identified  an 
ancient  picture  of  a  young 
Mark  James  with  hair  but 
without  moustache. 

“You  didn't  know  him  when 
he  had  hair,  did  you?”  some¬ 
body  asked.  “Know  him?  I 
wasn't  even  bom  when  he  had 
hair,"  came  the  snappy  re¬ 
sponse  From  Roe,  which  eamt 
him  eight  for  humour,  ten  for 
speed  and  zero  for  preserving 
cordial  relations  with  the 
trichologically-chailenged 
James. 


Souyave  surveys  England’s  finest 


ANY  fixture  between  Eng¬ 
land  and  Scotland's  women 
hockey  players  brings  out 
age-old  rivalries  and  tends  to 

be  a  blood-and-tb  under  affair. 

This  weekend.  England  face 
the  old  enemy  twice  at 
LHIeshalL  encounters  that 
mark  the  real  start  of  their 
build-up  to  the  European 
championships  in  June. 

Now  that  the  coach. 
Maggie  Souyave.  has  a  full 
squad  to  choose  from,  the 
Great  Britain  players  having 
returned  from  their  training 
trip  to  tbe  United  States,  she 
can  begin  to  formulate  her 
plans  for  the  summer.  Much 
as  she  is  keen  to  see  a 
competitive  performance 
from  her  team,  she  is  a  little 
wary  of  the  traditional  battle 
lines  that  are  drawn  on  these 
occasions. 

“It  will  have  a  tinge  of  the 
home  countries’ contests  to  it" 
she  said,  "but  I  don’t  want  just 


Alix  Ramsay  looks  ahead  to  the  renewal  of  an 
old  rivalry  with  a  fierce  competition  for  places 


door-die  stuff.  We  have  got  a 
big  squad  and  everyone  will 
be  used.  Sunday’s  team  is 
likely  to  be  very  different  from 
Saturday 's  and,  while  we  wifl 
do  all  we  can  to  win,  the  result 
wifi  tea  bonus,  the  main  aim 
is  to  take  a  good  look  at 
everyone  now  all  the  players 
are  hack.” 

Tbe  matches  against  Russia 
three  weeks  ago  gave  Souyave 
tbe  chance  to  see  some  players 
who  had  not  featured  on  die 
international  scene  before; 
but  now  she  can  put  their 
performances  into  perspective 
alongside  the  England  and 
Great  Britain  regulars. 

“Now  it's  up  to  the  players,", 
she  said.  "It’s  in  their  hands  to 
prove  whether  they  really 
want  to  be  involved  and  show 


the  level  of  commitment  need¬ 
ed  to  be  involved  in  interna¬ 
tional  hockey.  These  matches 
will  have  a  different  feel  to 
them  and  it  will  be  interesting 
to  see  what  we  can  learn."  In 
the  large  squad  of  21,  only  ten 
have  survived  from  the 
matches  against  Russia;  die 
rest  have  come  back  from  tbe 
Great  Britain  training  camp. 

“Russia  was  tbe  start  of  the 
programme,  but  this  is  the 
true  start  of  the  build-up  to 
June,”  Souyave  said.  “Slowly 
but  surely,  we  can  now  start  to 
find  the  strongest  16  to  take  to 
the  cftampwnsftips." 

Scotland,  too.  have  wel¬ 
comed  bade  six  players  from 
the  Great  Britain  fold  who, 
after  three  weeks  on  the  road 
with  their  English  colleagues, 


wfll  know  more  than  enough 
about  Souyave’s  personnel. 

While  the  result  is  not  the 
most  important  item  on 
Souyave’s  agenda,  some  hab¬ 
its  die  hard.  Despite  being 
half-Scottish,  Souyave’s  loyal¬ 
ties  remian  rooted  firmly 
south  of  the  border.  “Don't 
worry.  I  won’t  Jet  that  deflect 
me  in  the  slightest”  she  said. 

ENGLAND  SOUAD;  j  AOdns  (ftadfartfl,  L 
(Sutton  CokSeW],  A  Bennett 
K  Bowden  (pmrtxmutp),  K 
"  L  Cope  (Laces®).  T 
- fl),  M  Dtws  (Sunon 

1  Gfcsofl  (Trojans),  S  Knight 

Lee  (Wgrtcwn),  3  Uster 
Iffler  (CSHon),  M  KcftoBs 
..  _  BaB  hahtmnt.  H  Ron 
.1).  J  Sbsntti  (Sutton  CtedfeH),  J 

- j  tamieffl,  J  Thompson  (Ipswich],  S 

Wright  (Sough).  L  Youngs  flpawdi). 
SCOTLAND  SQUAD:  L  Burton  (Ednburgh 
Ladies),  C  Corcoran  (EdWjtngh  Lades).  S 
Baser  (Grove).  S  Simaur  (Heooi  Watl).  J 
Jack  (Ednbutf}  Laaas).  S  Laurie 
(Sough).  S  MecOanafd  (Glasgow  Waa- 
om),  f  Mctonas  (BSntainft  Lattes).  A 
Merries  iG&saowWasrori^.Steasseriger 
.  A  Ramsay  (Qro w).  p 


Western),  D _ _ _ _ _ 

R  Simpson  RHurgh  Ladies).  H  Wafer 

(Honor  warn. 


the  record 


Hits  of  the  Iforties.  Radio  J,  Words  ind  music 

Radio  3-s  Forties  seson  wdl  and,  bom 

are  evocatively  intertwined.  1  J**1*®*?? ,  .-j^vedly  award  rt  a 
what  I  have  heard  of  foe season  so  cw/SktiKslot  into  which 
certificate  of  authenticity.  Hits  for  songs  that  recall 

criebritiK  and  lesser  iate  teens, 

ihe  decade,  ftr  *e  mme  of  longing  and 


genuine  Parthenon  examines  a  moral  .dtfemma 

monument  to  a  democracy  m  which  everybody  shared  m  oecisi 

malane  Car  exhaust  furaes  have  bitten  deeply 

be  recoixflea  with  community  welfare?  PeterDawaie 


RADIO  1 


FM  Stereo.  420am  Bruno  Brookes  030 

Sieve  Wright  920  Kevin  Greening  1220 

Lisa  L'Ansm  mth  the  Lunchtime  Shew. 
including  at  12J30-12A5pm  Newsbete 
SLOOpra  N**y  Campbef  AM  Mark 
Good**,  and  a!  530-&A5  Newribeat 

7JQQ  Pete  Tong's  EssenSal  Sefedfan 

10.00  John  Peel  1.00am  The  FM  Rap 

Show,  wtth  Westwood  ■ 


RADIO  2 


FM  Stereo  6.00am  Sarah  Kennedy 

6.15  Pause  lor  Thought  7 JO  Wate  \Jp 
to  Wogan  9.15  Pause  tor  Thought  &30 
Ken  Bruce  11.30  Jmmy  Young  2JWpm 
Gloria  Hunrifod  &30  Ed  Stewart  &05 

Matin  Ketner  7.00  Maestro:  Musical 

quiz  7J&0  Friday  Night  e  Music  l>feM 

&20  Interval'  John  Marsh  irtroducas  the 

Classic  Buskers  9^0  Listen  to  the  Band 

10JXJ  Austin  Mnchefl  wall  the  Radio  2 

Ails  Programme  12J05am  Digby  Fair- 

weather  1  .TO  Adrian  Fireghan 


RADIO  5  LIVE 


5.00am  Morning  Reports  6j00  The 

Breakfast  Programme,  ind  at  &S5  and 

7  J55  Racing  Preview  &35  The  Magazine 
mdtxSng  at  9Mt  Video  Review;  1035 

Euronews;  11.00  Cham  Reaction  12j00 

Midday  with  Mair,  ndudmg  at  12JJ4pcn 

Moneychack  &05  Ruscoe  on  Five  4.00 

John  Inverciato  Nationwide  7jOQ  News 

Extra,  including  at  7.20  the  day’s  sport 

7.35  Sportstak  9JJ5  Oil  Piste  9J5  Now 

the  Good  News  IOlOS  Stop  ftess  JCL3S 

Fnanbal  Water  11.00  Ntftf  Extra, 

induefing  at  11.45  The -financial  WOrid 

Tonight  1245am  Attar  Hours  2-05  Up 

All  Night  wtti  Richard  DaRyn 


WORLD  SERVICE 


AS  times  in  GMT.  4*Qam  BGC  En£sh 
4*5  Fiuhmagazto  SjOO  Newshour  MO 
Morgenmagazin  &3Q  Etrope  Todgr 
7M  News  7.15  Jean  da  Fkwette  7J® 
Russia's.  Runaway  Revototton  uno 
News  8.10  wonts  of  Faith  8.15-Music 

fievww  9.00  News  &05  Business  a.15 

Globa)  Concerns  9^0  On  the  Mow  MS 

Sport  101)0  News  10JDT  Focus  on  Fath 

1030  The  Soul  Show  11JDQ  Newsdesk 

11.16  BBC  fjngfch  11.45  MKags- 

magafln  12.00  News  12-ldpm  Words 
of  Faith  12115  Russia's  Rinaway  Revo¬ 
lution  12.45  'Sport  1.00. News  2JK 
Outlook  2J30  Jean  da  Fforotte  245 

Global  Concerns  3J»  News  3,15  Music 

Review  4j00  News  4.15  BBC  English 

430  Heute  Aktuefl  SM  News  5X6 

Business  5.15  BBC  English  1 8JM 

Newsdesk  &30  Heute  AtoueB  7 M 
Nam  TJOS  Outlook  730  Russia's 

Runaway  Revolution  8.00  Nsws  AW 

Wads  of  Faith  8.15  The  Wbrtd  Today 

&30  Europe  Today  9.00  News  1006 

Business  10.15  People  and  Potties ' 

1005  Sport  11O0  ■  News  11-30 
MuBttracle  Aflemabve  1200  News 
12.15am  The  Essential  Qur’an  1230 

From  the  Weekfies  1205  The  Learning 

World  100  News  105  Outtopk  100 

Woridbnef  105  Jazz  200  News  200 

People  and  Potties  300  News  3.15 

Sport  300  Vintage  Chart  400  Itews 


CLASSIC  FM 


600am  Nick  Befey  900  Henry  Ktely 

1200  SuEamteT  Simons  2O0p(n 
Lunchtime  Concerto  300  Jamie  Crick 
600  C tasted  Reports  700  Ctasac 

Verdict  BOO  Evening  Concert  1000 

Mtehate  Mappin  IQQaai  Robert  Booth' 


TALK  RADIO  j 

I  VIRGIN  I 

620am  Maurice  Dee  and  Card 
MsGitten  1020  Scott  Owhotoi  IJOOpm 
Anna  Ra*um  320  Tommy  Boyd  720 
Samantha  Metei  and  Sean  Boigar  1020 
Caesw  the  Geezer  UDOam WU MKaBy 

620am  Rusa'n’  Jono’s  Breakfast  920 
Richard  Sterner  1220  Graham  Dene 
420pm  Wteidy  LJqyd  720  Paul  Coyte 
1120  Ntek  Abbot 220«00am  Howard 
Pearce 

RACHO 3  | 

6y30aro  Open  tWwaii By. 

Binomials  and  Trigononrieiry 
&A5  Weather 

700  On  Afr;Wfth  Catriona  Ycxjng. 
Bach  (Brandenburg  Concerto 
No  2  in  F):  Howelts  (Three 
Pieces.  Op  2ffl;  Spohr 
(Vanakyts  in  B  da  on  a 
theme  bom  Akvna );  Berfiaz 
(Overture:  Le  Corsaire);  805 
PurceB Porfo&a:  Purcel  (A 
selection  of  songs);  8.45 
hhsnperefinck  (String  Ouartat 
in  C.  Op  30  No  1} 

900  ConnwaOT  of  tno  Week: 
The  Court  erf  Dresden.  Johann 
Basse  (trtroitus:  Kyrie, 
Requiem  in  Q;  Johann 
Pisendel  (Sinfonia  to'  B  flat); 
Sylvius  Weiss  (Polonaise, 
Sonata  in  F);  Johann  Graun  . 
(Concerto  in  G);  Cart  Abet 
(Two  pieces);  Jan  Zetenka 
(Kyrie.  Nfesa  dei  FWi) 

1000  Musical  Encounters;  Purcell 
Comica]  History  of  Don 


Ojintat  in  I 
(E 

Strauss  (Don  Qub 
Messager  (Soto  de  concoure) 
1200  Voices;  A  selection  of  songs 
about  clothes  (rt 
100pm  Chandler  Music  from 
Manchester.  The  Merfid 
Quarter  pertOrms  music  by 
Vaughan  Williams  and 
Tavener 

200  ScotUsti  Chamber 
Orchestra  under  Peter 
Maxwefi  Davies.  Edward 
Harper  (totrada  after 
Monteverdi};  Maxwefi  Davies 
(Double  bass  Concerto. 
Straihctyde  Concerto  No.  7): 
JucHh  weir  (fat 
mtrant . . .  stedal;  'Maxwell 
Davies  (Suita:  CaoEne 
Mathilde) 


.  PWBtew  (SIRS  to  Duncan;. 
Druce  ffcout  the  recordings  of 
the  Grffler  Quartet  * 

420 Htt»  of  the  Forties:  See 
-  Choke 

400  Music  of  the  Sift  Rood: 

Sara  Nuttail  and  Ruth  Davies  ‘ 
prasanl  traditional  music  frwn 
mecSevel  Baghdad  and  Persia 
500  The  Music  Machine:  A  new 
wort  by  Ryan 
and  Hoteto  Murphy  (r)  • 

5J5  In  Time;  With  Jeren 
Nkhoias.  Si4rvan  (b 
March);C.P.E.Bachi. 

No  tin  D);  Dohn^nyi  (Piano 
Concerto  No  2  in  B  mnor) 
700  Tcwanfa  the  MBtarsirum; 

••  Ernst  Kovaac.  violin,  and  ■. 
David  Owen  Noms, 
rCopIteidt 
);  Schoenberg 
y.  Op  47):  805 
j  the  Eye;  the . . 
development  erf  art  and 
dBsigrf  in  the  1940s:  825  ; 
Bartok  (Sonata  lor  solo  viofin); 
Krenek  (Violin  Sonata) . 

9.15  Second  Draft  from 

Sanatamd:  Simon  Anrrftage 
ana  Glwi  Maxwefl  look  sd 
Icelandk; 'government 
925  Musk:  from  Iceland:  Jon 
Leifs  (Hekla):  Jon  Nordal 
(Concerto  Ltoco) 

1005  Intersections:  The 

Composer's  Ensemble  under . 
John  Lubbock  performs 
Webern  (Quartet.  Op  22;  five 
Canons.  Op  16);  The  Hilfiard 
Ensemble,  with  Jacob 
Heringman,  lute,  performs 
musfc  by  Hetnrfch  Isaac 
1045  Friday  Ffehn:  War  aid 

Peace.  Archive  recordings  ■.  • 
recall  the  1940s 

1120-1 220am  WdnigM  CM:  With 
Alwynoe  Pntchard 


RADIO  4 


525am  Shipping  Forecast  600 
News  Briefing;  Weather  6.10 
Farming  Today  625 1 
for  the  Day.  mh  Angela ' 

620  Today  tod  700,  720, 
800,  820  News  725,  82S 
Sport  705  Thought  for  the 
Day  aAO  Yesfatjay  In 

900  News  905  Desert  (stand 
rases: 

9-45  readbeck:  «ms  l 
comments  on  BBC' 
programmes  end  pofiev' 
1000-1020  News;  Listen  totiw  . 
Cfnemo!  (Fll  only):  DsMd  - 
Huckvale  explores  music  in 
thectoema 

10JD0  An  Act  erf  Worship  (LW  only) 
10.15  Cttfldran's  Radio  4: 

Marrying  Off  Mum  (LW 

only):  Kristian  Schmid  reads 
ihe  final  part  of  Janice . 
Marriott's  booh  (r) 

1030  Woman's  Hour  Introduced 
byAteanHfitard 
1 120  Tho  Natural  Htetory 
Programme:  Pre®en{sd  ty 

Joanna  Plmock 
1200  News;  You  and  Yom,  with 
Tewneem  Sdcfiqi 
1225pm  The  Food  Programme:  A 
kick  at  foods  tracfflonaBy 
saved  in  the  sickroom  1225 


100  The  WorW  at  One,  with  Nick 
Ciaila 

120  The  Archers  (r)  1JS5 
ShippHto  Forecast 
200  News;  Classic' Serial:  The 
WMw  of  pur  DteeentefiL 
Jack  Shepherd  stars  to  the 

concluding  pat  bf  WSam 
Roberts's  dramatisation  of 
John  Steinbeck's  tale  of  ' 
ambrtton  and  corruption  in 
1960s  America  (r) 

300  News;  The  Afternoon  Shift 
With  Laurie  Taylor. 


400  News  405  Kaleidoscope: 

Tim  Marlow  sees  a  new 
exhibition  of  Spanish  still  life 
■  at  the  National  Gaitery,  and 
Nks  to  the  Cornish  ■ 
printmaker  Guido  Mortis 
445  Short  Story:  Success  or 
Fafluro.  Christian  Rodsfca 
reads  TJf.  White’s  stotv  W 

500  PM  500  Stepping  Forecast 
505  Weather 
600  Sfx  O'clock  News 
Rj30  Going  Places:  David  Stafford 
wrfh  ideas  for  making  the 
most- of  the  weekend 
700  Nows  705  The  Archers 
720  Pick  at  the  Week:  With  . 

-  Christopher  Serie 

805  Any  Questions?  Joinjng 
. Jondhan  Dimbieby  in'  • 
Bastogsloke  are  Efepeth . 

*  Howe,  erf  the  Broadcasting 
•  .  Standards  Council;  The  Dafy 
Tebomph's  radio  critic  Gitian . 
ReynokJsi  Shadpw  Scottish. 
Secretary  George  Robertson 
MP;  and  Teresa  Gorman  MP- ‘  * 
&50l*to  in  Action:  Marcel  Beritos 
examtoes  the  Issues  shanhg 
the  law 

9.15  Letter  train  America,  by 
ASstorCooka 

MO  Kaleidoscope  Feature: 

Acropolis  Nrjw  (r).  See  Choice 
009  Weather 

1000  The  WOlM  TonighL  with 
Robin  LustJa 

IttAS  Book  at  Bedtime:  Happy 
Sad  Land,  by  Mark  McCrum 

17-00  Week  Encfing:  A  satiric^ 
news  review 

1125  FowthCotumn:  With  Afetair 


1105  Today  in  PaHtament 
ISOtMJM&m  News  tod12^7 
Weather  1223  Sttocrfng 
FontowtiaASAsWaM  * 
Service  (LW) 


RADIO  1:  FM  97^99.8.  RADIO  2z  FM  68-902  RADIO  3:  FM*90_2- 
92A.  RADIO  4:  18flkHz/1515m;  LWlS  FtSw  ^ £ 

683kH2/433m;  909kHz/330m.  LONDON  IWIMft  itH&nSSr^fS 
072.  capitals  i54akHzfl94rn;  fm^sagE-  fSsSvwmD 
SERVICE;  MW  64flkHz/463m.  CLASSIC  »5tl filSoO-m  SSSS 

Of  Pttet  Dear,  Gwan  Maxey,  Rosemary  •  SnAh,  Susan  Thomson 
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N°  giggles,  please,  this  is  courtroom  drama 


The  Radio  Times  said  ~  Imag¬ 
ine  LA  Law  set  in  England" 
—  but  I  ask  you,  was  Lhat 
cruel,  or  jusi  thoughtless?  Crown 
Prosecutor.  BBCI's  stolid  refuta¬ 
tion  or  the  adage  that  "you  cant  go 
wrong  with  counroom  drama" 
nnally  hit  the  screen  last  night, 
and  I  for  one  would  like  to  sav 
thank  you.  thank  you  for  a  bloody 
good  laugh.  God  bless  them  for 
seeing  ihe  funny  side.  What  a  hoot 
to  give  the  big  boss  of  the  Crown 
Prosecution  Service  a  pair  of 
dentures  the  wrong  size,  so  that 
when  he  snapped.  ""Wordzz.  My 
offish!"  you  could  fall  on  the  carpet 
with  impunity.  Not  since  Cross¬ 
roads  have  1  heard  such  genuinely 
shallow  drivel  (“Am  I  getting 
old.  BenT).  nor  seen  such  perfect 
mood  swings  in  the  course  of 
conversations. 

Big  Boss  (with  ill-fitting  teeth 
and  northern  accent,  shouting 
more  loudly  than  the  occasion 
demands):  "Where 'shz  it  gonna 


end?  Bloody  great  cue  cardzz  in 
court?" 

Harangued  Underling  sees  the 
.funny  side.  He  laughs,  both 
men  laugh  mom  than  the 
occasion  demands.  All  is  well. 
But  to  begin  at  the  beginning. 
Crown  Prosecutor  is  a  new  len- 
part  drama  series  of  half-hours,  • 
and  it  is  not  supposed  to  be  funny. 
Even  though  Mrs  Overall  lurks 
around  every  comer  with  a  tray  of . 
coffee  cups;  even  though  there  is  a 
giveaway  poster  of  Lady  Peoefope 
pinned  to  the  wall  (with  its  overt 
message  “Trees  died  for  this?**),  it 
is  still  not  supposed  to  be  funny. 
The  people  of  the  CPS  are.  alas, 
indistinguishable  from  banisters; 
and  they  feature  among  them 
Nina  (haughty,  short  skirt,  shape¬ 
ly  pins,  appetite  for  bananas): 
Sheila  (old.  but  onjy  in  the  sense  of 
three  dots  and  a  question  mark); 
Marty  (Th  underbirds  gigolo,  with 
strings  showing  on  shoulders): 
Eric  (ambitious,  black);  Lenny 


■ho  for  justice):  and  Beni-  (the 
with  the  negligent  denti  shi). 

Five  full  weeks  before  Api'il  1, 
there  is  simply  no  explanation  \  for 
Crown  Prosecutor.  It  will  pH  case 
only  the  lobby  who  abomil  note 
background  music.  The  feau  tred 
court  case  was  of  no  interest 
whatever.  Back  at  the  flat-pax  rked 
office,  flies  were  dumped  on  cl  esks 
(to-  indicate  workload),  ancl  an 
unknown  vampish  blonde  iin  a 
short  peach  suit  with  Mack  l  tody 
and  tights  tyukfl  came  to  cb  fleet 
Marty's  things.  She  picked  up  his 
shower  gel.  and  read  01  iit  a 
sentence  at  random.  “Reaw^iken 
your  body?  Mmmmm.**  No  y  ven¬ 
der  1TV  is  gening  a  better  nam(  .;  for 
drama  these  days:  at  least  i.ihcy 
confine  this  sort  of  stuff  to  the  ads. 

Pleasant  surprise  of  the'  eve¬ 
ning  was  Jobs  For  the  C  «irls 
(BBC1).  in  which  Pac  dine 
Quirke  and  Linda  Robson,  ol '  (he 
loathsome  Birds  of  a  Feather;  did 
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a  crash  course  in  dog  training  and 
won  prizes  at  Cruft'S.  In  six  weeks 
they  learned  to  handle  and  groom 
two  old  English  sheepdogs,  and 
trot  alongside  them  in  a  show-ring. 
Haring  started  out  lurkfly 
(dragged  by  unruly  ten-ton  dogs 
and  shrieking),  they  quickly  heed¬ 
ed  Angela  Rippon's  matronly  ad¬ 
vice,  and  pulled  themselves 
together.  This  was  a  serious  busi¬ 
ness  requiring  concentration. 


Rippon  warned  them.  In  the  event, 
die  star  of  the  show  is  the  dog. 

There  is  such  appalling  scope  for 
sexist  insults  here,  these  plucky 
women  deserve  extra  credit  for  not 
caring.  Anyway,  although  the 
secret  of  successful  dog-handling 
remains  a  bit  of  a  mystery.  Pauline 
and  Linda  worked  hard  with  the 
dogs,  in  cold  barns,  with  wildly 
unflanering  bobble-hats  crowning 
their  wildly-  unflanering  ensem¬ 
bles:  and  in  the  end.  they  did 
themselves  great  credit. 

“I  didn't  tell  you  1  vomit  when 
I’m  extremely  nervous,  did  l?"  said 
Pauline,  just  prior  to  entering  the 
show-ring  at  Cruft's.  These  women 
genuinely  cared  about  doing  a 
good  job.  and  the  anxiety  on  screen 
was  so  intense  it  couldn't  help 
affecting  the  viewer  at  home.  Was 
Pauline  brushing  the  dog's  hair 
the  right  way'?  Up,  Pauline,  up!  Oh 
no.  the  dog  has  decided  to  sit  down 
again!  Hold  the  lead  to  the  side. 
Linda!  Put  the  back  legs  together! 


Remember  where  the  judue  is!  I 
never  thought  I’d  be  bothered  to 
see  Sharon  or  Tracey  win  third 
prize  in  a  dog  show,  but  then  life  is 
ail  about  new  experiences. 

Channel  4*s  Secret  Lives 
taught  us  what  a  lot  of  us 
knew  already:  that  Walt 
Disney  was  a  despotic  and  para¬ 
noid  anti-communist  FBI  informer 
who  couldn’t  draw  Mickey'  Mouse 
to  save  his  life.  FVrsonally  l  didn’t 
know  that  Dumbo  was  created  by 
blacklegs  during  a  union  dispute  (1 
feel  gufiiy  about  enjoying  it  now). 
But  conclusive  though  ail  the 
damning  evidence  was.  there  was 
a  lade  of  objective  judgment  in 
some  areas.  Footage  oF  the  picket 
which  finally  poisoned  Unde  Walt 
against  his  staff  was  construed  in 
hindsight  rather  disingenuously  — 
as  if  Disney  was  plain  crazy  to  take 
it  personally.  We  were  likewise 
expected  to  boo  the  villain  when 
Disney  sacked  some  harmless 


animators  who,  just  for  fun,  made 
a  film  of  Mickey  and  Minnie 
enjoying  sexual  congress.  What  on 
earth  did  they  expect  him  to  do? 
Give  them  an" Oscar? 

In  the  second  episode  of  Hearts 
and  Minds  (Channel  4 ).  Christo¬ 
pher  E  cries  ton  faced  his  first  few 
days  as  a  real  teacher,  and  soon 
ran  out  of  ideas.  He  was  reduced  to 
reading  aloud  W.W.  Jacobs's  “The 
Monkeys  Raw”  —  one  of  the  most 
gripping  ghost  stories  ever  written, 
leaving  mm  nowhere  else  to  go. 
Other  plot-lines  developed  —  the 
opting  out.  the  headmaster's  Lolita 
problem,  the  clash  of  individual 
leaching  standards,  the  whingeing 
wife. 

A  kid  siole  ail  the  videos  from 
the  English  department's  new 
television  archive.  “They  took 
everything  bar  the  first  100  epi¬ 
sodes  of  Brookside."  lamented  the 
new  head  of  English.  “That  nar¬ 
rows  it  down,"  quipped  the  investi¬ 
gating  officer.  “A  thief  with  taste.” 


BBC1 


6.00am  Business  Breakfast  (25296) 

7.00  BBC  Breakfast  News  (623)0540) 

.  9.05  Swat  Kats  (r)  (s)  (4636618)  9.30  White  F&ng  (n 
(87432791  9.55  Christopher  Crocodile  in 
(2879616) 

10.00  News  (Ceefa>).  regional  news  and  weather 
(783)540) 

10.05  EastEnders  —  The  Early  Days  (r)  {Ceefax)  (s) 
(68480076) 

10-35  Good  Morning  with  Anne  and  Nick.  Weekday 
family  magazine  (40203661 

12.00  News  (Ceefax).  regional  news  and  weather 
(1723366)  12.05pm  Pebble  MID.  Gloria  Hunniford 
IS  joined  Py  Rosemary  Squires  and  Bill  Cotton  (s) 
(2959908)  12.55  Regional  News  and  weather 
(75031298) 

1.00  One  O'clock  News  [Ceelax)  and  weather  173786) 
1  JO  Neighbours  ( Ceelax  i  (s)  (82859347)  1.50  Crown 
Prosecutor  fr)  (Ceefax)  is)  (65474362) 

2-20  Holiday  (r)  (Ceefax)  (s)  (61622182)  2.50  The 
Flying  Doctors  (r).  (Ceefax)  (s)  (4965540) 

3.35  Cartoon  (92944531  3.45  Bitsa  (s)  (9261989)  4.00 
Jackanory.  A  Wizard  of  Earthsea  (s)  (41541631 
4.10  Rugrats  (si  (4852569)  4.25  The  Borrowers 
(r)  (Ceefax)  (s)  (2136540) 

435  Newsround  Extra  (5306415)  5.05  Grange  HOT 
(Ceefax)  (si  (3997649) 

535  Neighbours  (r>  (Ceelax)  (s)  (924724) 

6.00  Six  O'clock  News  (Ceefax)  and  weather  (279) 

6.30  Regional  news  magazines  (231)  Northern 
Ireland:  Neighbours 

7.00  Wipeout  with  Paul  Daniels.  (Ceefax)  (s)  (6162) 

7  JO  Tomorrow’s  World.  Carol  Vorderman  unveils  the 
magnetic  gripper  that  wiR  enable  people  to  climb  tall 
burldings;  and  Shahnaz  Pakravan  reports  on 
television  diagnosis.  (Ceefax)  (s)  (415) 

8.00  The  Unforgettable  EastEndera:  Michelle  Jilts 
Lofty.  A  classic  episode  to  celebrate  the  tenth 
anniversary  of  the  programme  (r).  (Ceefax)  (2502) 

8.30  Do  the  Right  Thing.  Terry  Wogan's  guests,  Edwina 
Currie.  MP.  John  Stalker  and  Janet  Street  Porter,  are 
presented  with  a  caseload  of  moral  dilemmas  (s) 
(1637) 

J  9.00  Nine  O'clock  News  (Ceefax),  regional  news  and 
weather  (2347) 


George  Irving  and  Nigel  Le  Vail  la  nt  (9.30pm) 

9.30  Dangerftekt  starring  Nigel  Le  Vallanl  as  a  police 
surgeon.  (Ceefax)  (s)  (422076) 

10.20  FILM:  For  the  Boys  (1991)  stamng  Bette  Midler 
and  James  Caan  as  a  successful  afl-smging  all¬ 
dancing  duo  whose  stormy  relationship  offstage 
threatens  the  partnership.  Directed  by  Mark  Rydell. 
(Ceefax)  (s)  (94342434)  Wales:  Paper  Dragon 
10.50  FILM:  for  the  Boys  1.10-2  30am  FILM.  The 
Premature  Burial 

12 Attorn  FILM:  The  Premature  Burial  (1962)  starring 
Ray  Milland  as  a  19th-century  man  who  believes  his 
father  was  buried  alive  and  is  terrified  that  he  will 
meet  Die  same  fare.  Directed  by  Roger  Corman. 
(Ceefax)  (4692583) 

2.00  Weather  (5694854) 


BBC2 


6£0  Open  University:  Absolute  Zero  —  How  Low  Can 
You  Go?  (7303298)  6A5  Instruments  —  Made  to 
Measure  (8772144)  7.10  TV  —  The  Global  Impacl 
(31 15540)  7.35  Technology  (2562328) 

8-00  Breakfast  News.  (Ceefax  and  signing)  (7230892) 

8.15  Germany  1925-32  (s)  (8010366)  8.20  Boating 
Butler  Tony  Butler  travels  from  Upton-upon-Sevem 
(o  Stourport  (r)  (7621328)  8.50  A  Week  to 
Remember  (b/w)  (2081569) 

9.00  Daytime  on  Two.  Ectaationa)  programmes  Plus, 
(or  children.  10.00-10.25  Playdays  (2887637)  2.00 
Johnson  and  Friends  (28943618) 

2.10  Open  View  (r)  (41386144) 

2.15  Sport  on  Friday  introduced  by  Helen  Ftoltason 
The  Churchill  Insurance  World  Indoor  Bowls 
championship.'  the  230, 3.00  and  3.30  races  from 
Haydock;  and  a  review  of  the  week's  football  news. 
Includes  News  and  weather  at  230  (948298)  3.50 
News,  regional  news  and  weather  (3513434) 

4.00  Today's  the  Day.  Recent  history  quiz  (s)  (1 44) 

4.30  World  Bowls.  Further  coverage  (98255) 

6.00  Captain  Scarlet  and  the  Mysterons  (r).  (Ceefax) 
(457618) 

6.25  Randall  and  Hopkfrk  (Deceased).  Private 
detective  comedy  drama  (4074 1 5/ 

7.15  The  O-Zone.  Pop  music  magazine  (s)  (840255) 

7.30  Oper avox.  An  animated  version  ol  Verdi's 
Rtgofetto.  With  the  voices  ol  Jonathan  Summers, 
Rosemary  Joshua  and  the  orchestra  and  chorus  of 
the  Welsh  National  Opera.  (Ceefax)  (647) 


Lana  Wong  and  Andy  Eart  take  aim  (&00pm} 


8.30  MIJ4IJM  Gardeners'  World.  Geoff  Hamilton  with 
the  latest  developments  in  the  world  of 
gardening.  (Ceefax)  (s)  (9279) 


9.00  Steptoe  and  Son  (b/w)  (r).  (Ceefax)  (8219) 


930  Our  Man  In . . .  Havana.  (Ceefax)  (s) 


10.10  The  Car's  the  Star  Triumph  Herald 

(Ceefax)  (s)  (879182) 

10.30  Newsmght  (Ceelax)  (873958) 


II.ISTlie  Mrs  Merton  Show  Spoof  chat  show, 
presented  by  Caroline  Hook  as  an  ageing  agony 
aunt.  iCeelax)  (s)  (618540).  Wales:  Welsh  Lobby 
11.45  The  Mrs  Merton  Show  12.15am  Ouckman 
12.45-1  35  The  Fugitive 
11 A5  Duckman.  Adult  animation  (s)  (426499) 

12.10am  Weather  (1516274) 

12.15  The  Fugitive  (b/w).  Man-on-the-run  drama  (r) 
(Ceelax)  (7576767).  Ends  at  1.10 


VWoaPUi8+  Hid  Cm  VMao  PtusCudes 

The  rti»t*efs  rwa  to  each  TV  programme  fctrp  er*  Waeo  FtisCod?" 
rwntefi.  *nch  aSo*  you  to  praasrome  you  v*j©3  wcmaa  team] 
a vWaoPh*s^“l»r*m  VtdeoP*B+  can  be  usedwt'  most  videos  'apn 
the  Video  PXisCode  fc*  *e  programme  mu  rash  K>  record  For  men, 
detafe  cal  VrdeoPfcs  or  0839  1712W  (cafe  cos*  36pArm  cheap  rare. 
48dIpwi  at  whw  Iras)  a  wrreeto  WdeoPUs-r .  Acot*»  urt.  S  Ivcr,  new* 
Pt»*avcn  Whar).  LCnOOn  SW1 1  3TN  VUeopkn-  l~J  PUSCCde  (“I  enj 
VWm  Pnogramma  are  n*aerverU.  o'  Gemerst  OtreNcpmem  LM 


j  '  '  J  CHOICE  ,, 

iTbe  Pbcto  Show 
i  BBC2, 8.00pm 

.  A  six-pan  series  on  photography  aims  to  mix 
i  instruction  and  entertainment  and  to  cater  for 
•  -*mhusiasK  on  all  levels  of  abilriv.  The  magazine 
formal  ensures  a  wide  saner  of  items,  though  trying 
to  caver  half  a  dozen  topics  in  half  an  hour  does  not 
.allow  for  much  depth  or  detail.  In  one  or  the  best 
J  pieces,  three  professional  photographers  are  invited  to 
Trafalgar  Square  and  challenged  to  avoid  the  pictorial 
I  cliches  of  a  popular  tourist  spot.  The  results  are 
J  original,  not  to  say  startling.  George  Mefly  turns  up  to 
I  sing  the  praises  of  Man  Ray  and  Lee  Miller,  and  we 
t  see  how  two  press  photographers  cover  a  football 
:  match  at  Old  Trafford.  Trie  twist  is  chat  both  are 
!  women.  There  are  also  details  of  current  exhibitions. 

i 

i  Our  Man  In 

BBC2.  930pm 

Clive  Anderson  makes  such  a  performance  of  not 
'  being  serious  that  you  cannot  always  tell  when  he  is. 

'  He  ts  in  Havana  this  week,  checkins  out  Castro’s 
:  Cuba.  Socialist  paradise  or  brutal  Communist 
1  dictatorship?  Anderson  promises  to  deliver  his  verdict- 
But  there  are  gags  10  be  got  out  of  the  way  first.  The 
.  running  one  is  whether  Castro  will  show  up  for  a 
'[  promised  interview.  There  is  a  joke  about  Lada  cars 
1  being  stolen  by  Lada  louts.  There  is  a  “I  must  whisper 
because  the  hotel  might  be  bugged"  routine.  A  street 
poster  proclaims  “socialism  or  death".  Not  much 
choice,  really,  quips  our  chirpy  guide.  The  non-funny 
bits  include  food  rationing,  the  American  trade 
embargo  and  boat  people  trying  to  escape  to  Miami. 

The  Car’s  the  Star 

BBC2.IO.IOpm 

Launched  with  dancing  girls  at  the  Albert  Hall,  the 
Triumph  Herald  was  perfectly  timed  for  the  late  1950s. 
New-found  affluence  meant  that  motorists  could . 
aspire  to  something  better  than  the  dreary  Standard  8 
and  the  Herald  combined  the  glamour  of  Italian 
styling  with  advanced  suspension  and  a  turning  circle 
as  good  as  a  London  taxi  Never  mind  that  die  early 
cars  handled  like  supermarket  trollies  and  had  a  nasty 
tendency  to  let  in  water.  Never  mind  that  by  todays 
politically  correct  standards,  the  advertising  was 
appallingly  sexist  The  difficulty  was  making  enough 
vehicles  to  meet  demand.  Quentin  Willson's  homage 
mixes  period  footage  with  tributes  from  delighted 
owners  such  as  Lord  Howe. 


David  Rintoul  and  Jennifer  Ryan  (TTV,  9.00pm) 


Or  Finlay 
ITV.Qmpm 

Although  the  clues  are  there,  in  the  hairstyles  and  the 
way  people  dress,  you  can  forget  that  the  saga  of 
Tahnochbrae  is  taking  place  nearly  50  years  ago.  The 
period  is  particularly  important  for  this  week's 
scenario  in  which  a  young  man  is  beaten  up  just 
because  he  is  homosexual.  Without  the  knowledge  thar 
this  is  1948.  the  funiveness  about  an  activity  that  was 
still  illegal  and  the  intolerance  of  the  community 
towards  a  social  taboo  would  make  little  sense.  To  this 
piece  of  disturbing  social  history  the  scriptwriter  adds 
a  good  old  dash  of  loyalty.  Cameron  (Ian  Bannen)  and 
the  pharmacist  (Gordon  Reid)  have  a  shouting  match 
over  a  prescription.  Poor  Janet  (Annette  Crosbie)  is 
caught  in  the  middle.  Peter  Waymark 


CARLTON/LWT 


6.00am  GflfTV  (1365521) 

9-25  Chain  Letters  (s)  (4625502)  9.55  London  Today 
(Teletext)  and  weather  (2364786) 

10.00 The  Time... the  Place  with  John  Stapleton  (s) 
(4981453) 

10.35  This  Morning.  Weekday  family  magazine 
presented  by  Stephen  Rhodes  and  Alison  Kerman 
(90025163)  15L20pm  London Today  (Teletext)  and 
weather  (1712250) 

12.30  News  (Teletext}  and  weather  (4648057) 

12^5  Coronation  Sheet  (r).  (Teletext)  (4656076)  1.2S 
Home  and  Away  (Teletext)  (61205502) 

1.55  The  Chryatai  Rose  Show  with  guest  Hughie  Green 
(s)  (19224291)  2.25  A  Country  Practice  (s) 
(61616521) 

2.50  Take  the  High  Road.  Scottish  drama  (9433182) 
3£0ITN  News  headlines  (Teletext)  (7192366)3^5 
London  Today  (Teletext)  and  weather  (7191637) 
3-30  Rosie  and  Jim  (s)  (9271502)  3.45  Warner 
Brotiters  Cartoons  (r)  (9276057)  4.00  Zzzap!  (sj 
(4823057)  4.15  Tiny  Toon  Adventures  (9789796) 


440 


NEW 


The  Geeks  (Teletext)  (s) 
(5235366) 


5.10  After  5  (Teletext)  (3864188) 


5.40  ITN  Early  Evening  News  (Teletext)  and  weather 
(902637) 


6.00  Home  arid  Away  (r)  (Teletext)  (444144) 


625  London  Tonight  presented  by  Lindsay  Charlton 
and  Fiona  Foster.  (Teletext)  (934)44) 

7.00  Bruce  Forsyth’s  Ptoy  Your  Cards  Right  The 
comedian  hosts  the  gameshew  where  prizes  can  be 
won  or  lost  by  the  turn  of  a  card.  (Teletext)  (1250) 
730  Coronation  Street  (Teletext)  (811) 


Lyme  Miller  is  WPC  Cathy  Marshall  (400pm) 


8.00  The  Bilk  Eyes  and  Ears.  A  witness  seems  too 
•  eager  to  report  to  the  police  after  he  sees  a  man 
critically  injured  by  a  car.  (Teletext)  (7298) 


8  JO  The  Upper  Hand.  Twee  romantic  comedy  starring 
Joe  McGann  and  Diana  Weston.  (Teletact)  (s) 
(6705) 


10.00  News  at  Ten  (Teletext)  and  weather  (19453) 

10.30  Crime  Monthly.  Penny  Smith  appeals  tor  help  with 
unsolved  crimes  in  the  London  area,  plus  a  faature 
on  the  investigation  that  led  to  the  capture  of  a  man 
who  abducted  a  woman  on  her  way  to  work  (57057) 

11  JO  London  Tonight  (Teletext)  and  weather  (331095) 
11.40  FILM:  Desert  Rats  (1988)  starring  Scott  Plank. 
Modern-day  western  tale  about  a  local  rebel  who 
foils  a  bank  robbery  and  is  subsequently  promoted 
to  town  shenft.  Directed  by  Tony  Wharmby  (989347) 
1.05am  The  James  Whale  Show  Late-night  debate 
and  interviews  (s)  (5212212) 

2.05  The  Chart  Show  (s)  (6471854) 

3.00  Noisy  Mothers  (s)  (4030187) 

3JS5  Cinema,  Cinema,  Cinema  (8469496) 

4.30  The  New  Muaic.  Canadian  musicians  and  DJs 
discuss  their  country’s  music  business  (45903) 

5.30  ITN  Morning  News  (57767).  Ends  at  6.00 


CHANNEL 4 


625  Sandokan  (r)  (8776960) 

7.00  The  Big  Breakfast  (96637) 

9.00  Wish  Kid  (f)  (96502} 

9.30  Schools  Eureka!  (5032766)  9.45  Stop.  Look. 
Listen  (5060569)  10.00  Fourways  Farm  (7815502) 
10.10  Maths  Everywhere  (2239845)  10.25  Eurokids 
(1784750)  10.40  Off  Limits  (3585076)11.05 
Schools  at  Work:  (9238705)  11.11  Time  tor  Maths 
(2627279)  11.22  Slaoe  One  (2607415)  11.40  How 
We  Used  to  Live  (3994892) 

12.00  Profiles  Of  Nature  The  common  loon  (ri  (16366) 

12.30  Sesame  Street  The  guest  is  Johnny  Cash  (86637) 
1-30  The  Magic  Roundabout  followed  by  The 
Wombies,  Paddington  and  The  Clangers  (r) 
(26979124) 

1 55  FILM:  Blacksmith  (1921.  b/Wj  A  Busier  Keaton 
comedy  short  (82845144) 

2.20  FILM:  The  Franchise  Affair  (1950.  tVw)  stamng 
Dulcie  Gray.  Marjorie  Fielding  aid  Am  Stephens.  A 
15-year-old  girl  accuses  a  mother  and  daughter  of 
kidnapping  her  and  forcing  her  to  work  as  their 
servant  Directed  by  Lawrence  Huntington  (930279) 
3.55  Waterways.  The  first  of  a  six-pan  series  in  which 
Dick  Warner  cruises  the  waterways  of  Ireland  on 
board  a  50-ton  barge  (r).  (Teletext)  (8889250) 

4.30  Countdown.  (Teletext)  (s)  (724) 

5.00  Cutting  Edge:  Jumpers  (r).  (Teletext)  (s)  (8163) 
6.00  Blossom  (r).  (Teletext)  089) 

6.30  Moviewatch.  Includes  four  London  filmgoers 
reviewing  the  latest  releases  (s)  (569) 

7.00  Channel  4  News  (Teletext)  and  weather  (448182) 
7.50  You  Don’t  Know  Me  But ...  A  person  in  the  news 
receives  unsolicited  advice  (597106) 

800  The  3,000  Mle  Garden.  The  Iasi  in  the  senes  about 
two  keen  gardeners  separated  by  toe  Atlantic. 
(Teletext)  (s)  (8540) 

8JJ0  Brookside.  (Teletext)  (s)  (4347) 

9.00  Ellen.  American  comedy  series  starring  Ellen 
DeGeneres.  (Teletext)  (5057) 


Leonard  Rossiter  to  Mr  Rigsby  (8.30pm) 

9-30  Rising  Damp.  Classic  boarding  house  comedy 
starring  Leonard  Rossiter  as  a  lascivious  landlord 
(r).  (Teletext)  (45366) 

10.00  Roseanne.  (Teletext)  (17095) 

10-30  Jo  Brand  Through  the  Cakehoie  (r).  (Teletext)  (s) 
(352163) 

11.05  The  Word.  The  special  guest  lor  this  100th  edition 
is  Sharon  Stone  (619705) 

12.10am  Beavis  and  Butthead.  Irreverent  animated 
music  video  reviews  (s)  (1508187) 

12.40  FILM:  Sunmerspel)  (1983)  starring  Frank 
wnneman.  Dorothy  Holland  and  Jennifer  Mayo.  A 
drama  set  in  the  late  1940s  about  a  family  reunion 
on  a  Texas  ranch  run  by  the  son  of  the  dying  owner 
and  his  erty-bom  wife.  Directed  by  Una  Shan klm 
(735212) 

220  FILM:  The  Lone  Wolf  Strikes  (1940.  b/W)  starring 
Warren  William.  A  thriller  in  which  the  thief-tumed- 
sleuth  investigates  a  murder  and  toe  theft  at  a  pearl 
necklace.  Directed  by  Sidney  Saitow  (5182458). 
Ends  at  3-30 


VARIATIONS 


SATELLITE 


ANGLIA 

*  As  London  except  1-55  The  Yoreg 
Doctors  (62847502)  220  Gardens  wltfxxJ 
Borders  ttteOEfiCG)  230-120  Wish  Van 
Were  Here  P  (W33I6G)  5.10-5.40  Short- 
laid  Strata  (3864188)  825-730  Angle 
Wfedhar  totawd  by  4ngia  News  (934144) 
10.40  Love  Can  Live  (7360761 1140  Bodies 
a  Ewtenca  (321463)  l2JSam  The  Hidden 
Room  (2211632)  1-00  The  New  Music 
[772831  240440  The  James  Whflte  Show 
(60167)  440  Cue  the  Mus*  (.577461  540- 
540  Cnema,  Cinema.  Cmema  (6601 1) 

CENTRAL 

As  London  except  1-36  A  Countiy  Practice 
(6284 7502)  240  Wish  You  Were  Here.  " 
(61606502)  240  2oo  Lfla  with  Jack  Hanna 
(7622144)  3.15-3.20  The  Cootery  CU) 
(7136453)  6. 10*40  Eye  TV  13664108)  545- 
740  Central  News  and  Weather  (904144) 
1040  Cersaf  News  end  Wear  her  (758453) 

10.40  central  Weekend  (69405021 
12.10any.145  Renegade  (7564922)  445 
JoHwtdei  (7929019)  540*30  Aeun  Eye 
(8502477) 

GRANADA 

As  London  except:  1245  Short  land  Street 
(46560761 145  Horne  and  Away  (3£d  83601 
ISO  Dr  Guinn.  Medicine  Woman  (7596502) 
240-340  Wish  You  Were  Here.  ’’(9433182) 
5.10440  High  Road  (3864188)  525  Grana¬ 
da  TW3M  (548434)  640  Kick  011  (494434) 
740-7J0  Bruce  Forsyth  s  Ptay  Your  Cards 
flight  H250)  8-30-940  The  Upper  Hand 
(6705)  10.00  News  ffl  Tan.  weekend 
Weather  (19453)  1040  Up  Front  (736076) 

11.40  The  Eouataar  (3214531 12_3Sam  Eye 
TV  (1523564)  145  The  James  Whale  Show 
(5212212)  2-09  The  Chan  Sh an  (6471854) 

340  Notey  Mothers  (40301 87}  XS  Croma 

Cinema.  Cmema  (8469496)  4 -30-5J0  The 
New  Muaic  (45903) 

HTVWEST 

As  London  except  9J5-1tU»  HTV  west 
He** res  (3864786)  12JJ0pm-1230  HTV 
Wtet  News  and  Weather  (1712250)  1.55 
Hdi  Road  (19224391)  2JS-3JM  fcfcKfcr. 
She  Wrote  (2211250)  M5-MO  HTV  West 
Headlines  (7191037)  5.105.40  A  Country 
Practice  (38641B8)  SJ0-7.00  HTV  News 
(927)  10.30  HTV  West  HeadSr»2&  and 
•weather  (758453)  UMO  LAB  and  live 
(9661076)  12-GSam-1.QS  Frtha  Dovrfng 
tmestigaUK  (7555274) 

HTV  WALES 

As  HTV  WEST  except  955-1 OJXJ  HTV 
Wales  News  (28647 36)  12J0pm-12J0  HTV 
Wtes  News  end  Weather  (1712P50I  025- 
3J0  HIV  Wales  News  (7191637)  &30-7.OO 
ware  Tonbht  (927)  KUO  HTVWales  News 


and  weather  (756453)  1040  Rim:  Servants 
c4  TwiSghi  (Bruce  Gietraood.  Ian  Abet- 
cromtte)  (91 124937)  12JQBTO-1.05  The 
hidden  Boom  (58100391 

MERIDIAN 

As  London  except:  1  £6  A  Country  Prattle* 
(82847502)  2.20-2.50  Houseparly 
(61608502)  5.10  Home  and  Away  (3864188) 
UM40  n»ee  Minules  -  Your  Story 
(100298)  6JJO-7XXI  Mendan  Tornghl 
(42279)  KLOO  News  at  Ten.  Weather  119453) 
1040  Meridian  News  and  Waarh^r  t75B453) 
1040  Ski-Tree  (558434)  11.10  Marin's  Dev 
(103095)  1.00am  The  New  Must  (772931 
2JXML00  The  James  Whale  Show  (60187) 
440  Cue  the  Muse  (57748)  540-5.30 
Freescreen  (89011| 

WESTCOUNTRY 

Aa  London  except:  12J25-12^0  My  Story 
11737568)  1.55  Dr  Outrm.  MKkone  Wcreai 
(7595073)  2-55-3-20  A  Country  FYactice 
(7621415)  &25-&J0  Wesrcooniry  News. 
Waalher  (71916371  5.1 0-5. AQ  Hcree  and 
Away  (3864188)  6JJ0-7JJ0  Weercouwy  Live 
(422791  10 JO  Wastcariry  News.  Weait.er 
1758453}  1&4O-1.0S(Mi  The  Untorgoreri 
(488357241 

YORKSHIRE 

As  London  except  1 JS5  a  Country  Pradice 
(82847502)  Z20-0.10  Mirter.  She  Wioce 
(2238827)  5.10-640  Home  and  Away 
(38641681  5J5S  Cstandai  /  NfflwaV.  Njttn 
(385863)  8-30-7.00  Super  champs  (927) 
1030  Calendar  News  and  Weather  (758453) 
1040 Mtosx:  end  Movtes  (5584341 11. 10  The 
rtdden  Room  (113366)  1140  Cactus  Flower 
(781057)  1-35am  The  James  Whale  Show 
(84817671  2J33  The  Big  E  (9054651)  330 
The  Story  Ot  Steam  (970842 1)  4.10  SMI 
(7933212)  530-630  Soorsworid  (890111 

S4C 

Starts;  7JOO  The  Big  BreaM ast  (96637)  9-00 
Wish  KJd  (96502)  930  Y sgotem  (8113281 
1230pm  Prof4es  Of  Nature:  The  Loon  I 
(16368)  1230  stt4  Menhrin  (25502)  1J» 
Sesame  Sheet  (20057)  2.00  Queen  Bee 
(93323 1 1 340  The  Aixc&osraphy  CT  A  Jeep 
(9275328)  355  The  Puhe  (8883250  430  I 
Sav&d  By  The  BeO:  The  i^rtepe  Years  (724) 
5.00  5  Pump  (63281 530  CouKdcwn  (796) 
650  Newyddntl  (6392861  6.15  Hano 
(673521)  730  Pood  Y  Cwm  (98SC)  730 
Renwytnnos  Mewr  1453)  8.00  Celn  uwled 

(8540)BJ0NgwydAxi(4347)930PawOA- 
I  Fan  (253892)  946 Out  Ol  Order  The  Sun  S 

the  Voce  d  the  Natwn  (520144)  10JJO 
Br«*g«le  (17D95)  1030  Jo  Brand  Thiougri 
The  CskBhoto  (352163)  1135  The  Wc*d 
(619705)  12.10am  Beans  and  Butthead 
(15P8187)  1240  Summerspe*  (73S?12) 
230  Flm  The  Lore  wott  Slnhee  t5l82456) 


SKY  ONE 


030am  DJ  Kat  (20415)  830  Rowsr  Banger; 
C871347)  845  Opran  Wintrey  (9975873) 
930  Card  Sharte  (81 182)  10-00  Concemra- 
ikn  (89873)  1030  Candid  Camera  (£21821 
11J»  Sat,  Jessy  Raphael  (13328)  12.00 
The  Urban  Pereant  (43434)  1230pm  E 
Sr  reel  (92298)  130  St  Elsewhere  (8CUS3I 
230  The  Dtrrwaer  Oyrestv  (605021  3.00 
Oprah  Wrtrey  1 1688724)  330  DJ  Kat 
(4297279)  430  Power  Ranjers  (£0601  SdX) 
Star  Trek  The  Nad  Generation  (8569)  6.00 
Gamesvwxld  (6453)  630  Famry  has  (7705) 
7J00  E  Street  (92981  730  M'A'S'H  (39801 
830  The  Anckew  Newton  Hypnotic  Experi¬ 
ence  (5618)  830  Coppers  (7453)  930 
Chcago  Hope  (82124)  10.00  Star  Tie*c  The 
Ned  Generation  (32tOU  11-00  Late  Show 
(233724)  11.45  Lflltejohn  (929144)  1230am 
Chances  (37699)  130  Night  Court  tto922) 
2JXV8J30  Hflmn  long  Play  )5195ffi6) 

SKY  NEWS _ 


News  on  the  ncur. 

630am  Sunnso  (9600057)  930  Wcndmde 
Report  (239601 1030  ABC  N^hrire  (507241 
1130  Mews  and  Busress  (349786)  130pm 
CBS  News  (26560)  2-30  Psrtament  Liwe 
157618)  330  TWs  Week  n  The  Lords  (8811) 
530  Lure  at  FNe  (2S©7279)  635  Rjchaid 
Linfc^ohn  (70859521 1  830  Nerre  and  Bee> 
ness  (IKfO)  930  OJ  Srepson  Tnai 
(52435691 1230am  CBS  News  (289411 130 
Targa  (76309)  230  Parttamem  Replay 
(60496)  330 This  Week  *i  The  Lords  (55941 ) 
430  FasNon  TV  (87903)  630430  ABC 
tt^rbee  $9767) 

SKY  MOVIES _ 


630am  Showcase  (454-3304)  1030 

Grayeagle  (19781  (63786)  1230  Capdm 
Hearts  (1W7)  (94765)  230pm  Hoar  to 
Murder  Yo»  Wife  (1964)  (2481  lj  430 The 
Portrait  H992I  (41 7532B8)  535  The  Apart¬ 
ment  (I960)  (87822279)  830  Hot  Shots! 
Pert  Deux  (1993)  (914508631  930  US  Top 
Ten  (795521)  1030 Three  ol  Hearts  i  19S0) 
1447322)  11-50  No  Retreat,  No  Surrender 
3:  Blood  Brothers  (19891  (6688921 135am 
Blood  In,  Blood  Out  118331  C3112W381 
4-20-6,00  Grayeoste  (>978)  A:  :0am 
(t43699) 

SKY  MOVIES  GOLD _ 


630pm  This  Gun  tor  Hire  (1942)  (17566) 
830  Tha  Rose  Tattoo  (1955)  (39786) 
1030-1230  Frankenstein  Craned 
woman  11966)  (72&08) 

THE  MOVIE  CHANNEL 


6.00am  We're  No  Angote  (1954) 
(238074341  730  DunderUumpen  (V?73i 


[646263  7)  9.15  Don  Quixote  (1987) 
(523367.  ?)  10.10  Weal  at  Zanzibar  (1954) 
1592553:  28)  1145  1  See  lee  (1938) 
[3 794251' 3)  1.10pm  Taraan  the  reariera 
(19321  142077241  240  Parts  When  K 

Sizzles  11963)  (260243281  430 

Dundeii  Idumpen  (1973c  As  750pm 
(5108541  5|  555  Mrs  Lambert  Remembers 
Love  (i  991)  H6&42908)  730  The  Movie 
Show  I  9927)  B30  Mr  Saturday  Night 
119921  (  14434)  1030  29th  Street  (1991) 
(247124  >  11.45  Sniper  119321  (606327) 
135am  Sodbusfera  (19931  (892212)  335 
Vtatons  ot  Murder  (19931  (8296651)  435- 
630  I  See  Ice  (19381  As  tl4£am 
(694833  8) 

•  For  i  more  Mm  Intoniiatiow.  see  the 
Vision  i  wppiemeot,  pubMshad  Saturday 

SKY  S  SPORTS _ 


730am  Soccer  News  (46001931 7.15  WWF 
Acwn  .  Jone  (136989)  8.15  Soccer  News 
(228632  8)  830  Transwortd  Sport  (71237) 
930  A  arofccs  Ct  Style  (63083)  1030 
OpposM  e  Lot*  —  Mororaport  (29927)  1230 
Acrccej  GCurSrytc  (614151 1230pm  US  PGA 
Go#  o3  7057)  230  Andy  Grays  Boon  com 
)958! XI  330PuQ&yUmcni44S3l«30MP 
Tenras  (3960)  430  Transwortd 

Span  i,;  £9601  530  Soccer  Megaare  (3724) 
6.00  Eicccst  WeeKaryJ  C82S81 730  Sertoor- 
oov  Rxita*.  Ln-e  VraorySNeid  — Norrrem 
Ireland  v  (72085)  930  RngsKfe 

Bo/jriti  (595211  1130  Soccer  Weeirend 
l7827S^  1200  Soccer  Magasre  (299231 
1230-  i  L30am  Schocttxpy  PooibaS.  Northern 
Ireland  vWalW  (38903) 

SKY  SPORTS  2 


Jack  Lemmon  as  Baxter 
(Sky  Movfes,  5.55pm) 


SKY  TRAVEL 


630arr  i  M»  Out  (7030786)  630  NBA  Action 
(7W43.ji6)  730  Water^Jons  World  Spe>»l 
IB384€;  17)  830  A  TO  2  ot  Sport  (63800571 
830  lt  5  PGA  Soil.  Live  (8363144)  1130 
World  S  port  Special  <18747B6)  1130-1200 
Freeovt  e  SMng  (2363144) 

EURC  )SPORT _ 

730m  .  God  (139601  830  Eunitun  (85095) 
930  S  riowtcardeTp  (7S347)  930  T^wcs 
ill  3W-1  1130  Alpne  S<-mq  (751821  1230 
Ure  Fr't  esyk  ■  (1718^  130pm  Terms 

■esse-.  I  130  AlhlHKS  (33873)  230  Car 
ftjcncj  (809601  330  Olympic  Magazine 
(S52li  430  Ure  Terra  £764057)  830 
News  (8347)  930  Booing  (61366)  1030 
Wreatu-^J  164453)  1130  Moionporis 

<6334'.- 1 1230-1230am  News  (14090) 

SKY  SOAP _ 

8.00a  :w  Loving  \6S387u5) 830  Feylon  Place 
<69371  )76|  930  A3  the  World  Turns 
1030  Guding  bjhi  (6650908) 
1130-1 12.00  Artathe  Wortd  IM30W4) 


1230  Gelawav  —  Australia  (6S31892) 
1230pm  Zoo  Lie  (1 986076)  1.00  SH  Perted 
(6634960)  130  Ctx*  hatan  (1985347)  230 
Great  Escapes  (82915211  230  Meccan 
Beaches  (7039057)  330  Amman  VacalKn 
118872501  430  Travel  Gurfe  Review 
(7053637)  430  Zoo  Ue  (70425211 530  The 
Great  Escape  (8282873)  530-630  Cook 
hefcan  (7033873) 

TLC _ 


930am  A  Brush  wnh  l2886C(76)  330 
Madeictne  Cooks  (163S434]  1030  TaMnp 
Heals  (4717892)  1030  Only  Hirenn 
(6647230)  1130  Ue  ts  lot  Uwvj  146309891 
1230  Around  Seventeen  (1826057)  130pm 
Madeleine  Crete  (8970106)  130  A  Brush 
with  Ashby  (18395211  230  Paremc  Takng 
[4584073)  230  Docovenng  Psychology 
(2503540)  330  Mushr.xxn  Ma^c  (4503908) 
330-430  Acorn  (2582057) 

UK  GOLD  _ 


7.00am  Gwe  Us  a  CW  (5720683)  730 


Neighbours  (27703681  830  Sons  and 
RuoKera  (2038811)  830  EactEndeis 
(2897182)  930  The  Bri  (2888434)  930  AS 
Creatures  Greet  arid  Small  (4341279)  1030 
Casualty  (6858808|  1130  No  Race  Use 
Home  (4822347)  1230  Sons  and  Oau^sers 
(2808298)  1230pm  N6&ib0urs  (1849908) 
130  EastEnders  16170124)  130  The  Bd 
(1848279)  ZOO  Dear  John  (45862311  230 
Jua  Good  Frertds  (2512286)  330  Knots 
Lancing  (4626163)  430  Dates  (4645298) 
530  Every  Second  Courts  (9TIE434)  536 
Dtck  Emery  (5889810  S35  Hl-De-Hi 
11586095)  830  EastEnders  <250427$  730 
Dear  John  (4507347)  730  Father,  Dear 
Father  (25931631  830  My  Name  is  Harry 
Worth  (4506095)  830  Fresh  Fields 
(4585502)  930  Casualty  (9940786)  1030 
The  80  (2809927)  1030  Mara  Vice 
(6446873)  1130  Topol  the  Pops  (8790182) 
1Z20BII  Dr  Who  12360583)  1Z50  HLM- 
Vauk  ol  Homs  (1973)  (13113013)  230 
Shoptxng  a  Nigh  (37047019) 

THE  CHILDREN'S  CHANNEL 

B30am  Sesame  Street  (1185144)  835 
Garfk*l  (9652521)  735  Eefc  the  Cat 
(8789908)  735  Pugwell  (33708731  835 
Super  Mano  Brothers  (1842521)  835  Cao- 
pa  (9558453)  930  Sesame  Street  (62279) 
1030  IT'S  DmtDee  Tune  (95521)  1130 
Portland  Bill  (83)57)  1230  GameW  (21511) 
1230pm  Eek  the  Ca  |47347)  130  Bevaty 
HiSs  Teens  (86873)  130  Super  Mato 
Srothera  (60851537)  IAS  Baby  Fotes 
(83384340)  230  Barney  (8366)  230  Batur 
(5908)  330  Aioirt  me  Wortd  to  Eighty 
Seconds  Winners  Trip  to  Holland  (5371724) 

3.15  an  and  Ted's  Etcetera  Advenrures 
1888382}  345  Now  Roadshcw  (453863) 

4.15  Head  to  Head  In  3D  (7785569)  430- 
530 Caitoma  Dreams  (5144) 

NICKELODEON  _ 


730am  Detwec  (50873V  730  The  Ch*>- 
nunka  (79908)  830  Teenage  hUam  Hero 
Turtles  (99298)  830  Rod®  (98569)  930 
Rugrafs  (72521)  930  Ctanssa  (85305)  1030 
Gnreny  (21873)  1030  Where  re  Earth  e 
Carmen  San  Diego?  17B705)  1130  h*er 
Tomatoes  (21250)  1130  NicItAltvel  (39279) 
1230  Pea-Wee  (€0057)  1230pm  Gaitm 
H«h  (41881)  130  Doug  159144)  130  The 
Cfnxnrete  (51732)  230  Denver  (5250)  230 
Speed  Racer  P750}  3.00  The  Ghottbustere 
(1057)  330  Where  on  Earth  is  Carmen 
Ssndteqo?  (2066)  430  Grtmmy  (1602)  430 
Rugrats  (7788)  5.00  Ctanssa  (6502)  530 
Dreg  (1366)  630  Galaxy  Higji  (8273)  BJO- 
7.00  Are  You  Atrax)  ol  the  Dark  (2231) 

DISCOVERY 


(7142163)  835  Savond  2000  (8478434) 
730  chafe  Bravo  (4595988)  730  A 
Traveller's  Gude  to  the  Orient  (2591705) 
830  Jurasstca  (4504637)  830  Terra  X 
(45831441  930  Islands  ot  the  Pacific 
(7782182)  930  Only  in  Hollywood  (3990434) 
1030  FUure  Quest  (2807589)  1030  Next 
Step  (2883989)  1130  Ft®  Fright*  (4644569) 
1130-12.00  The  X  Planes  (4713076) 

BRAVO 


1230  FILM  Who  Was  Ma)do»?  (1964) 
(4724182}  230pm  The  Avengers  (4712347) 
330  Rat  Patrol  (4590434)  330  Hogan's 
Heroes  (2502811J  430  FILM:  Mad  About 
Man  (1954)  15580705)  530  Drama  Classics 
(2501182)  830  The  Prtxeaors  (2508095) 
630 Edgw  Wate*  (2831250)  730  Srtxs  ci 
London  (258823 1)  830  The  Avengers 
(995561®  930-1230  RIM’  The  Day  ol 
Anne  Frank  (1959)  (9566569) 

UK  LIVING _ 


830am  Agony  Hour  (5691637)  7.00  Living 
Magaane  1 1933273)  830  Front  Gardens 
(3368298)  830  Rendezvous  (33675®)  930 
All  Well  and  Good  (3341521)  930  and 
Aifce  (3236144)  1030  Now  You  See  tt 
(8823502)  1030  Susan  Pewter  (3347705) 
1130  The  Young  and  me  Reotess 
(4161304)  1230  A  Taste  ot  Wales  (7702540) 
1235pm  Rendezvous  (70547237)  1.06 
Kfcoy  (7641569)  230  Agony  (8824231J  330 
Living  Magazine  (9172144)  3.45  Giadrags 
(98179618)  430  mlatuaticn  (6679502)  430 
Ctosswu  (6675786)  630  A  Coot-  s  Tour  a/I 
France  (8471067)  535  M  end  Ms 
16901637)  635  Susan  Power  (1157811) 
630  imatuabcn  ({67023)1  730  Uvrng 
(7295540)  830  The  Young  and  me  Rustless 
(727196(0  930  FILM  Chesa  (1W5)'  Jennifer 
QHuiB  abends  ihe  man  whc>  Uled  her 
nwntnr  (28494845)  1030  Sneai  Scenes 
(9116502)  1130  Sen  Ua  (4865279)  1130- 
1230  Inlaluanor)  UK  (8829786) 

FAMILY  CHANNEL 


530pm  Dangermcose  (96i8t  530  Blade 
Wtfnors  (38971 4j  635  Al  CAied  Up 
(Kvl569i  730  JrM4  Pwsult  (2182)  730  My 
Two  Dads  (6873)  830  Anne  at  Green  Gabies 
(81144)  930  MocnfrjTcng  (46368)  1030 
Fordy  phrase  (2^40)  1030  GP 
(79160)  11.00  Lou  Gian  J9Q50)  12.00 
Rhode  (56090)  1230am  Big  Brother  Jake 
(287291  130  Dangeimouse  06545)  130 
Trwai  PiiMl  (67380)  230  Mpaifohting 
(51019)  330  Luu  Grert  (48564)  430  Rhode 
(1 1748)  430-530  Big  Brother  Jate  (47038) 

MTV 


Wldslde  (B22B8)  830  VJ  tore  (879637) 
1130  SaJ  (84415)  1230  Greater  rfls 
(51540)  130pm  The  AHemoon  Mm  (542786) 
330  Cocs-Ccia  Report  (5028076)  335 
Ctoemallc  (501623 M  430  Nows  (17440761 
4.13  3  from  1  (1767927)  430  Oat  MTV 
(7502)  530  Muse  Non-Stop  (11434J  730 
Greatest  Hits  (46322)  830  Most  Warred 
06366)  9-30  Bsarts  and  Burt-Head  (89569) 
1030  Coca-Cola  Report  (8501821  10.15 
Cnemaoc  1855637)  1030  News  (5855691 
1038  3  Wm  1  (573724)  1130  Party  Zone 
(68637)  130am  Soul  (93800)  230  The  Gmd 
(22854)  230  Nigh!  Videos  (7457854) 

VH-1 


730am  Crewing  from  ihe  Wreckage 
(66332311  930  Cate  VH-1  (6065724)  1230 
The  Bndge  (1778881)  130pm  Ten  ot  ihe 
Best  (1179076)  230  Mean  aid  Soul 
(2211347)  330  Into  the  Mucac  (1760609) 
830  Prime  Cute  (1996453)  730  VH-1  for 
You  (8386095)  830  Saul  (83624 15)  930  Ten 
ol  the  Bed  (8382279)  1030  Jreathan  Rosa 
Ptesews  16341279)  1030  C*d  Grey  UMstte 
Test  (69509271  11-00  Around  and  Around 
(6553095)  1230  The  M0nfly  (4743498) 
230am  Ten  ol  the  Best  (9444632)  230 
Dawn  Patrol  (7444748) 

cm  EUROPE 


Country  music  from  6am  to  7pm,  mdudng 
at  530  Sen* day  NKe  Dance  Raich 
730  Big  Ticket 

TV  ASIA 


frewaianj  ra_M  (bSBKJS)  1230  Ghar 
(53906)  130pm  Hrd  RUM  (493231)  430 
DbeW  (52144)  630  Raja  and  Tn*u  (6144) 
630  TVA  and  You  16250)  830  Seat  Prwe 
(8279)  630  Get  Set  Go  (2231)  730  Unto 
News  (533057)  736  Zabaan  Sretote)  Ke 
1662892)  730  Teh  Hah  Bombay  Men  Jaan 
(8415)  830  News  (2786)  830  Ch*ravy»to 
(4521)  930  Hndi  News  (10786)  930  Hindi 
FILM  1506*0)  1230 Asian  Morning  (353801 
130am  and  Sound 

CARTOON  NETWORK/TNT 

Conthiuoua  cartoons  from  Sam  to  7pm. 

then  YNT  Hint  as  Mow. 

730pm  Green  Doiptfln  Street  (1847) 
(85281786)  1030  Tha  Stems  (1073) 
(40308182)  11-45  Space  Ghost  Coast  to 
Coast  (70340811)  1230  Wfc&ed,  Wkked 
(1973)  (65325309)  lAStutomnOa  i 
sto  Qul  Passe  (1900)  (8S207941) 

CNWQVC 


430pm  Eanh  Treraore  (4638540)  530  53ltem  Awake  on  theWUdsrie  (67090)  030  Ctu*  providea  24-Mur  news  and  QVC  is 
Bogrephy  (TietESO) 535 CeiSorrtaQtt  Bess  The  Gred  (70908)  730  Amte  cn  the  the  home  shopping  chmmt 
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Punishment  buck  passed  to  Football  Association  after  Premier  Leagueverdict 

Inquiry’s  findings  condemn  Graham 

-*■  MICHAEL  POWBi.  ac  tn  W 


r- 


By  Rob  Hi<ghes 

FOOTBALL  CORRESPONDENT 

GEORGE  GRAHAM  stands, 
for  the  moment,  the  sole 
sacrifice  on  the  altar  of  a 
national  sport  that  at  long  last 
admits  there  is  something 
profoundly  wrong,  even  cor¬ 
rupt,  about  the  way  footballers 
are  bought  and  sold. 

His  position  as  the  pariah 
was  confirmed  yesterday 
when  the  22  chairmen  of  the 
FA  Premier  League  met  in  the 
morning  and  endorsed,  to  a 
man.  Arsenal's  decision  to 
dismiss  Graham  last  Tuesday. 

Whether  these  chairmen 
will  now  rigorously  call  to 
account  their  own  managers 
—  if  they  have  retained  them 
for  as  long  as  it  takes  to  set  up 
an  inquiry,  pontificate  and 
judge  —  we  wait  to  discover, 
but’that  note  of  total  cynicism 
is  surely  justified  by  the  man¬ 
ner  yesterday  in  which  the 
Premier  League  delivered  its 
file  on  the  “Graham  Affair" 
and  then,  in  words  that  Sir 
John  Quinton,  chairman  of 
the  Premier  League  board, 
admitted,  was  “passing  the 
buck."  The  buck  passes  from 
the  Premier  League  to  the 
Football  Association,  the  only 
body  in  Britain  with  punitive 
powers  and  it,  of  course,  says 
it  needs  time  to  read  and 
digest  the  report  into  Gra¬ 
ham's  activities. 

His  misdemeanours  appear 
to  be  grave.  The  extent  of  the 
figures  and  of  the  personal 
negotiating  done  by  Graham 
is  greater  than  was  thought 
The  Premier  League  commis¬ 
sion  of  inquiry  report  is  explic¬ 
it  on  the  monies  he  was  given 
and  on  the  manner  in  which 
he  and  the  Norwegian  agent. 
Rune  Hauge.  dealt  in  the 
purchase  of  Pal  Lydersen  and 
John  Jensen. 

"George  Graham  has  re¬ 
ceived  two  payments  originat¬ 
ing  from  Lnterdub  limited,  a 
Guernsey-based  company  in 
which  Rune  Hauge  has  an 
interest; 

£140500  on  23  December 
1991  in  cash  and  deposited  in  a 
bank  account  in  Dublin. 

E2S5.000-on  19  August  1992 
paid  by  bank  transfer  to  an 
account  in  Guernsey." 

Doing  its  arithmetic,  the 
Premier  League  statement 
then  added  that  “on  1  Decem¬ 
ber  1994,  consultants  acting  on 
the  instruction  of  Mr  Graham 
paid  £425.500,  plus  £40.000  on 
account  of  profits,  to  Arsenal 
PC’s  bank  account." 


the  FA  yesterday  zstowte&n- 


Sir  John  Quinton,  left  chairman  of  the  FA  Premier  League  board,  and  the  Premier  League  chief  execut  ive.  Rick  Parry,  address  the  press  and  media  yesterday 


The  commission  had  seen 
Graham  on  two  occasions. 
The  first  time  he  complied 
with  their  questions,  the  sec¬ 
ond  his  counsel  refused  to  let 
him  speak,  but  the  Premier 
League  statement  concluded: 
“We  have  been  supplied  the 
copy  of  the  opinion  of  leading 
counsel  acting  on  behalf  of  Mr 
Graham,  who  was  instructed 
by  Mr  Graham  that  the  sums 
‘were  not  paid  pursuant  to  any 
arrangement  connected  with 
the  transfers,  but  were  paid  by 
the  agent,  as  a  mark  of  his 
gratitude'." 


Later,  Rick  Party,  chief  exec¬ 
utive  of  the  Premier  League, 
said  that  the  three-man  com¬ 
mission.  which  has  investigat¬ 
ed  irregular  transfer  sums  for 
the  past  15  months,  “have 
great  difficulty  in  accepting 
that  Mr  Graham  did  not  know 
that  the  payments  derived 
directly  from  the  transfer  fees 
paid  by  Arsenal". 

The  mind  boggles  at  die 
sums.  It  is  hard  to  believe  that 
there  can  be  any  other  walk  of 
life  in  which  a  man  untrained 
in  acoountaricy  or  in  business 
is  allowed  the  .  sole  responsi¬ 


bly 

Graham  did  in  his  8*2  years  at 
Arsenal,  amounting  to  a  turn¬ 
over  of  £36  million.  He  bought 
24  players  at  a  cost,  of  £23.45 
million,  he  sold  22  players  for 
€12.97  million  —  a  deficit  to 
Arsenal  Football  Club  of  ElOb 
million. 

,  See  him.  if  you  will,  as  the 
victim.  Hear  hits  words  of  pain 
on  Tuesday  when  he  called  for 
a  full  FA  investigation,  asking: 
“What  is  the  future  for  football 
if  the  standards  of  justice 
inside  the  game  can  be  ig¬ 
nored  in  this  way? 


“1  appeal  wall  right-mb  nded 
lovers  of  the  great  gamse  of 
football  to  press  for  a  full  and 
open  inquiry'  by  the  Foo  tball 
Association." 

Yet  the  detail  contained  in 
the  Premier  League  state:  nent 
is  chilling.  It  states  that  with 
the  agent,  Hauge.  actint?  as 
middleman,  Graham  fletjr  to 
Oslo  in  September  199;  i  to 
negotiate  with  three  offiria  3s  of 
IK  Start  for  Lydersen.  a  full 
back  he  was  subsequently 
seldom  to  include. 

According  to  the  Prer  nier 
league.  Graham  and  Hsiuge 


negotiated  a  price  of  £215.000 
—"and  even  this  appears 
generous  considering  that 
Lydersen  had  only  a  month 
left  on  his  contract  and  would, 
under  Uefa  rules,  have  been 
available  for  around  £150,000. 

At  the  end  of  the  Oslo 
meeting.  Graham  telephoned 
Ken  Friar,  the  managing  di¬ 
rector  of  Arsenal  and  said  the 
deal  had  been  agreed  at 
£500,000.  The  money  was 
paid.  Later,  The  Norwegian 
club  kept  just  £190,000.  and 
paid  the  rest  to  Hauge’s  com¬ 
pany.  Inrerclub,  including  a 


cut  of  £25.000  to  the 
player. 

The  Jensen  case,  much 
publicised  since  newspaper 
revelations  last  December,  in¬ 
volved  an  alleged  fee  negotiat¬ 
ed  by  Graham  at  0.57.  million 
—  and  the  selling  dub, 
Brondby.  of  Denmark,  then 
paid  £739,433.48  to  lnterdub. 
If  the' figures  are  damning, 
then  so,  surely,  is  the  ostrich- 
like  behaviour  of  Arsenal,  a 
dub  which  slept  while,  alleg¬ 
edly.  its  manager  duped  it  of 
cash.  There  were  questions  to 
both  the  Premier  League  and 


whether  Arsenal  wouSLfctt 
anv  punishment,  even  wnetf* 
er  Hauge  remained  welcome 
to  deal  with  English  dubs.- 
with  full  FA  blessing. 

Alarmingly,  the  answer  b 
that  the  case,  the  buck,  is  in 
transit.  “We  have  only  re¬ 
ceived  the  information  this 
morning,"  Graham  Kelly,  foe 
FA  chief  executive,  said. 
“Dearly  it  relates  to  an  ex¬ 
tremely  serious  issue,  we  win 
give  it  urgent  consideration  m 

the  public  interest  Hopefully 
the  position  will  be  dearer 
within  a  week  or  so." 

Behind  all  the  shifting 
feet  the  non-statements  and 
the  extreme  caution,  there  Des 
the  fact  that  other  investiga¬ 
tions  are  under  way  and  that 
the  Premier  League  commis¬ 
sion  has  found  itself  impeded 
by  lawyers. 

The  fact  is  that  Hauge.  who 
has  negotiated  with  vested 
interests  on  more  titan  one. 
side  for  at  least  tel  players  to 

The  FA  disciplinary 
commission  is  vulner- 
able  if  it  attempts  to  - 
impose  the  extreme 
penalty  on  Cantona  it, 
and  others ,  might'wish ’ 
David  Miller,  page  40 


come  to  our  leading  teams,  is  a 
licensed,  bona  fide  gentleman 
who  Frfa.  the  international 
rulers  of  the  game,  say  is 
guilty  of  nothing.  They  say  he 
is  a  man  to  be  recommended, 
so  what  can  Graham  Kelly. 

.  Sir  John  Quinton,  or  anybody 
else  say  to  that? 

Kate  Hoey.  the  Labour  MP, 
who  has  called  for  a  body 
outside  football  to  investigate 
sleaze,  remarked  last  night: 
“Self-regulation  is  no  good  for  g 
football,  just  as  it  is  no  good  " 
for  MPs.”  Precisely  sof  but 
with  members  of  Parliament 
having  their  own  integrity 
impugned,  with  solicitors  and 
lawyers  this  week  also  under 
fire,  where  is  the  pure  author¬ 
ity  which  can  dean  up  a 
national  sport? 

1  would  not  have  a  due  how 
it  is  done,  but  I  merely  suggest 
that  if  your  household  has  any 
bright-eyed  youngster  who 
wishes  to  follow  the  game,  you 
shield  him  or  her  from  "the 
dreadful  machinations  that 
purport  to  be  sport 
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DOWN 
I  Calculate  (7) 

Z  Prehistoric  pre-metal  period 

M 

3  Wanness  (6) 

4  Given  a  job  (5) 

5  Quality  of  tone  colour  (6) 

7  Unexpected  event  (8) 

11  Comfy  chair,  adjustable 
back  (8) 

13  Bosom  friend  (53) 

14  Loquacious  (T) 

15  Indulge,  roD  about  (in)  (6) 

17  Author  (6) 

19  Leg  of  lamh,  mutton  (5) 


3  ACROSS 

2  Quick  picture  (8) 

6  Make  a  fuss  of  (6J 

8  loud  disturbance  (stage  di¬ 
rection)  (6) 

9  Economical:  having  mercy 
(71 

*  10  Command  (5)  ■ 

12  Raise  (conversation)  topic 
(5.1.4) 

a  16  Struggle  prodigiously  (5.5) 

18  Wood-borer  (5) 

20  Fissile  element  (7) 
a  21  Emissary  (6) 

22  Belt  surround  (6) 

23  Napoleon'S  final  defeat  (8) 

;  SOLUTION  TO  NO  403 

ACROSS:  8  Frame-up  9  Evade  10  Spectacle  11  Din  12  Tow¬ 
el  14  Embroil  15  Bouncer  17  Reels  19  Nod  20  Unset- 
3  tied  ZZ  Genie  23  Snorkel 

DOWN:  1  Offset  2  Safe  3  Keith  Lectures  4  Specie  5  Rever¬ 
beration  6  Wardrobe  7  Vernal  13  Wounding  15  Benign 
16  Resist  18  Saddle  21  Luke 

TIMES  PUBLICATIONS:  The  Times  Guides:  English  Style  and  Usage  (HB) 
ES.99.  International  Finance.  Japan.  Natrons  of  the  World.  Middle  East,  Good 
University  Guide  1994-5,  Single  European  Marker  £9.99  each.  Peoples  erf 
Europe  (HB)  £16.99.  European  Parliament  ■  June  1994  (HB)  £26.  NEW  The 
Times  Guide  to  Ihfl  New  British  State  £17.99.  The  Tones  Maps  The  World 
(Wall  Map  laminated)  62Tt40"  £15.99.  (fokfedl  -ffi'XJO"  £5,99.  Miscellaneous 
The  Times  Night  Sky  1995  £430,  The  Times  1000 1995  (HB)  £3350.  The  Tunes 
Cnnose  Ados  of  the  Bible  (H  B)  £13-99  [reduced  from  OS-99),  The  Sunday  Times 
Book  of  Answers  £450.  Book  of  Brainteascrs  £549.  Prices  include  P&P  (UK). 
Cheques  with  order  payable  to  Atom  Ltd  51  Manor  Lane,  London.  SE135QW. 
Return  delivery.  Tel.  OiSl  £52  4575  (24hrs)  No  credit  cards. 


Wood  axed  for  France  match 


.  By  David  Hands 

RUGBY  CORRESPONDENT 

KEITH  WOOD,  the  Gany- 
owen  hooker  haded  as  a 
world-class  rugby  union  for¬ 
ward  by  no  less  an  authority 
than  Bob  Dwyer,  the  Austra¬ 
lia  coach,  on  tour  last  year,  has 
been  dropped  by  the  Ireland 
selectors  for  the  five  nations' 
championship  match  with 
France  at  Lansdowne  Road  on 
March  4. 

He  is  one  of  three  changes  to 
a  side  which,  in  championship 
terms,  has  lost  its  way,  though 
the  French  have  doubled  that 
by  replacing  six  of  the  players 
who  failed  against  the  Scots. 
Instead,  they  lode  to  the  past 
and  give  recalls  to  three  play¬ 
ers  over  30,  Franck  Mesnel, 
Louis  Arm  ary  and  Marc 
Odilon. 

Successive  defeats  by  Eng¬ 
land  and  Scotland  have  sent 
Ireland  back  to  Eric  Elwood, 
who  replaces  Paul  Burke  at 
stand-off  half;  to  Jim  Staples, 
who  would  have  played  full 
hack  against  Scotland  but  for 

a  bout  of  flu  and  now  displaces 


:.?4- 


DUBUNTEAMS 


IRELAND:  J  E  Staples  fHartequtna):  S  P 
Googhegan  (Bah).  B  J  Muffin  (Blackimk 
Co».  P  P  A  Danafor  (Garyowwij,  J C  Befl 
fBaflymana).  E  P  Bwood  rucedowne),  M  T 
Btacfley  (Corit  Constitutor,  capt);  N  J 
Popptewefl  IWbsps),  T  J  Wngflon  (Dot- 
ftfwi).  P  M  Clohessy  (Young  Munstefl,  A  Q 
Foley  (Shannon).  P  S  John®  (Dunganrwn). 
G  M  Fulcher  (Cort-  Const),  W  D  McBride 
(Malonej.  B  M  Cronin  (Ganyowenj 
Replacements:  N  K  P  J  Woods  (Btacfcrodt 


PA  Burke 
(Tensnure  Cofl, 
Hatpin  iLondon 
iGanyowen) 


FRANCE:  J-L  Sadoumy  (Cotomier, 
NTamack  fToUouse).  P  Seda  (Ape 
Mesnel  (Racing).  P  Sami-A 
(Montlerrand.  capl):  Y  Dels 
fToJon).  G  Accocetoeny  (Beg Ik 
(team);  LAiroary  (Lourdes).  J-M  Got, 
(Bayonne).  C  Cafibno  (Toulouse 
Benetton  (Agent.  O  Merle  (Montter' 
O  Brouzet  iGrenobtej.  A  Benazri  (f 
M  Cdcffion  (Enurgoni 
Reptacemerts:  S  Vbhb  (Bme" 
Carbonneau  (Toulouse),  A  Mac 
(Perpignan),  A  Coses  (Montfcn 
M  da  Rougemont  (ToJonl,  M  ; 
(Toulon) 
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Conor  O'Shea;  and  to  Terry 
Kingston,  the  Dolphin  hooker, 
who  replaces  Wood. 

Kmgston,  31,  has  accumu¬ 
lated  IS  caps  since  his  debut  in 
1987  and  has  performed  a 
remarkable  resuscitation  to 
his  career  after  the  disastrous 
tour  to  New  Zealand  in  1992. 
Yet  Wood,  23.  represents  the 
future,  and  to  cast  him  out 
now  seems  short-sighted  in 
the  extreme. 

Doubts  have  been  raised 
about  his  throwing  at  tire 
lineout  which  ignores  the  fact 
that  his  lineout  jumpers  have 
changed  in  every  match  this 


season  and  that  it  was  the 
back  five  forwards  who  v  vere 
less  than  impressive 1  at 
Murrayfield.  However,  t  sach 
of  them  retains  his  p  lace 
ahead  of  the  experienced  l  ock, 
Mick  Galwey.  and  the  1  un¬ 
capped  flanker,  Eddie  Hal  vey. 
from  Ireland's  leading  c  lub. 
Shannon.  Nor  is  there  a  p.  lace 
for  Neil  Francis.  1 

El  wood’s  return  was  exfiect- 
ed;  indeed.  it  was  surprising 
that  he  was  not  chosen  aga  inst 
England  in  January,  vwell 
though  Burke  had  played  for 
Cork  Constitution  and  Mlun- 
ster.Itwas  asking'alotoE  the 


younger  man  to  become  the 
linchpin  of  a  side  still  seeking 
an  identity  and  now  farther 
from  it  than  ever,  Wood 
having  followed  David 
Corkery.  the  other  acknowl¬ 
edged  success  of  last  sum¬ 
mer's  tour,  onto  the  sidelines.' 

The  French  selectors;  for. 
their  final  championship, 
match,  have  given  such  play¬ 
ers  as  Thierry  Lacroix,  Lau¬ 
rent  Cabannes  and  Olivier 
Roumat  a  tan  reminder  that 
they  are  not  indispensable.  All 
three  will  surely  go  to  the 
World  Cup  but  for  now 
Mesnel  returns  at  33  for  a  53rd 
cap;  Armaiy.  31.  wins  his  41st 
at  loose-head  prop  and  the 
remarkable  Carillon,  now  35. 
wall  collect  his  fortieth  in  the 
bade  row.  Philippe  Benetton 
moving  to  flanker.  . 

Yann  Delaigue  takes  over 
the  hot  spot  of  stand-off  half. 
In  the  second  row.  Olivier 
Merle  is  restored  after  his 
omission  for  a  head-butt  on 
Ricky  Evans  during  the  game 
with  Wales. 
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Billiards  breaking  with  {tradition 


Imagine  the  scene:  a  press 
conference  hosted  by  foot¬ 
ball's  top  brass  to  an¬ 
nounce  that,  because  of  the 
farcically  high  scores  now 
prevailing  in  the  professional 
game,  the  dimensions  of  the 
goals  were  being  reduced;  or 
one  at  Augusta  announcing 
foal  the  size  of  the  holes  would 
be  halved  because  of  a  spate 
of  58s  at  the  Masters. 

Throughout  the  century  in 
professional  bflllairis,  how¬ 
ever,  there  has  been  a  tradi¬ 
tion  of  the  rulemakers 
implementing  changes  to 
blunt  foe  repetitive  skills  of  its 
leading  exponents.  The  latest 
alteration  was  introduced  at 
the  Strachan  Lfaited  King¬ 
dom  championship,  whidh 
began  in  Wigan  yesterday. 


Phil  Yates  says  the  three-ball  game  contmuj»ss 
to  innovate,  hoping  to  match  snooker's  appe  :al 


In  order  to  make  sizeable 
breaks  harder  to  achieve,  the 
cue-ball  must  now  cross  foe 
baulk  line  at  least  once  for 
every  100  points  scored.  That 
interrupts,  if  not  completely 
eliminates,  continuous  “top  of 
the  table"  sequences  which 
provide  a  turn-off  for  casual 
spectators  if  not  for  the 
cognescentL 

“It’s  like  Stephen  Hendry 
being  required  to  pot  at  least 
one  yellow  from  every  five 
reds  he  knocks  in  during  a 
break,"  explained  Geet  Sethi, 
an  urbane  Indian  who  occu¬ 
pies  an  equivalent  position  of 


supremacy  in  the  Wflia'jds 
world  rankings  to  that:,  of 
Hendry  in  snooker.  ■ 
Sethi  who  graduated  ftjom 
Gujarat  State  University  vivith 
a  masters  degree  in  business 
administration,  held  ;  the 
world-record  break  of 
1,276,000  before  the  rules:  re¬ 
ceived  their  most  recent 
update.  Because  of  his 
standing  break-buildi  ng 
prowess,  he  should,  in  thee  try, 
vigorously  oppose  foe  taii-ilk- 
line  rule.  ’  j 

Yet,  in  common  with  |the 
majority  of  the  other  htop 
players,  Sethi  is  in  favour'’  of 


anything  whidi  mil  add  to  the 
popular  appeal  of  a  game 
which  has  taken  a  back  seat  to 
snooker  since  the  mid-I930s. 

In  1907,  when  snooker  was 
in  its  infancy  and  had  no 
competitive  structure,  Tom 
Reece  carried  tedium  in  bil¬ 
liards  to  new  heights  by 
compiling  a  break  of  499,135 
(unfinished)  during  a  chall¬ 
enge  match  with  Joe  Chap¬ 
man  at  Soho  Square.  London. 

The  break,  which  consisted 
entirely  of  anchor  cannons  off 
foe  red  and  his  opponent’s 
white,  both  of  which  had 
become  lodged  in  foe  jaws  of 
a  top  pocket,  took  86  hours, 
spread  over  six  weeks,  to 
construct  Chapman  departed 
for  home  in  disgust  with  the 
break  still  in  progress. 


Good  News: 

Redundancy  Hits 

City  Firms. 


TjTOR  companies  trading  24  hours  a  day, 
J-  Morse  supplies  a  range  of  products  to 
ensure  constant  access  to  computer  data. 

Information  is  stored  in  a  “RAID’'  device 
(Redundant  Array  of  Independent  Disks). 
If  one  of  the  disks  fails,  data  is  not  lost.  It 
is  re-created  automatically  from  other 
disks  without  a  break  in  service.  Users  can 
continue  working  in  blissful  ignorance. 

So,  when  a  disk  failure  hits  your  company, 

make  sure  it's  only  the  drive  that  become 
redundant. 
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Morse  Computers.  018t8760404T 
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